
ing questionable about the Judge, but, rather, showed him to be an
individual of great character and accomplishment.

During the original confirmation hearings, this committee heard
testimony from over 100 witnesses, both for and against the nomi-
nation. Not one of these witnesses, even those most bitterly op-
posed to this nomination, had one disparaging comment to make
about Clarence Thomas' moral character. On the contrary, witness
after witness spoke of the impeccable character, abiding honesty
and consummate professionalism which Judge Thomas has shown
throughout his career.

In conclusion, I want to comment briefly about the allegations
that have been raised by Professor Hill. The alleged harassment
she describes took place some 10 years ago. During that time, she
continued to initiate contact with Judge Thomas in an apparently
friendly manner. In addition, Professor Hill chose to publicize her
allegations the day before the full Senate would have voted to con-
firm Judge Thomas.

While I fully intend to maintain an open mind during today's
testimony, I must say that the timing of these statements raises a
tremendous number of questions which must be dealt with, and I
can assure all the witnesses that we shall be unstinting in our ef-
forts to ascertain the truth.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.
Now, before I swear Judge Thomas, I ask that the police officer

to go to the front of that door while Judge Thomas is speaking, and
prevent anyone from going in or out. He is entitled to absolute
quiet in this room, no matter who wishes to enter.

Judge would you stand to be sworn? Judge, do you swear to tell
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you,
God?

Judge THOMAS. I do.
The CHAIRMAN. Judge, do you have an opening statement?

Please proceed.

TESTIMONY OF HON. CLARENCE THOMAS, OF GEORGIA, TO BE
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE U.S. SUPREME COURT

Judge THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, Senator Thurmond, members of
the committee: as excruciatingly difficult as the last 2 weeks have
been, I welcome the opportunity to clear my name today. No one
other than my wife and Senator Danforth, to whom I read this
statement at 6:30 a.m., has seen or heard the statement, no han-
dlers, no advisers.

The first I learned of the allegations by Prof. Anita Hill was on
September 25, 1991, when the FBI came to my home to investigate
her allegations. When informed by the FBI agent of the nature of
the allegations and the person making them, I was shocked, sur-
prised, hurt, and enormously saddened.

I have not been the same since that day. For almost a decade my
responsibilities included enforcing the rights of victims of sexual
harassment. As a boss, as a friend, and as a human being I was
proud that I have never had such an allegation leveled against me,




