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Another thing that puzzles me deeply, she was in Washington,
DC, where there would have been a very fertile ground for her
complaint. It might not have been out in the land. It might not
have been in some other State of the Union, but she was in Wash-
ington, DC, at a time of public consciousness and awareness, and it
just seems to me impossible to believe that something that hap-
pened 10 years or 8 years ago can come out of the night like a mis-
sile and destroy a man, after 43 years of exemplary life.

Senator THURMOND. Senator Grassley.
The CHAIRMAN. Senator, we go to this side, if we could.
Senator THURMOND. Excuse me.
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Metzenbaum next.
Senator METZENBAUM. I address these comments to the two

ladies on the panel. These hearings have brought forth comments
from women, and I am not sure we men totally appreciate the sig-
nificance of sexual harassment.

During these hearings, one lady came to me and told me that
when she was 16 years old, she was fondled by a male, a friend of
the family, and she never told her parents, never told anybody
about it for 27 years, until the night before she spoke to me, she
had told her husband. And all during that entire 27 years she had
felt that she was somehow guilty, that she had done something
wrong, but she hadn't done anything, nothing. She was in the pres-
ence of this person and it occurred.

Another lady told me that she had worked at a company where
the chief executive had made numerous approaches to her, and she
said I didn't quit talking to him, I didn't quit having a relationship
if he gave me a ride home, I didn't create a chasm between us, be-
cause I, as a black woman, was concerned about my future.

I just want to ask you, Judge and Ms. Wells, if you can maybe
explain to us 14 men and the balance of our colleagues in the
Senate and maybe the rest of the country, what it is to experience
sexual harassment or how a woman feels and the repression that
she places upon herself not to talk about it or do anything about it
or to sever the relationship with the person who has harassed her,
either one of you.

Ms. WELLS. I think one of the first things you would ask yourself
is what did I do. You blame yourself, you say is it something I'm
wearing. I have been in this sort of situation. OK, perhaps it's the
perfume I have on.

I went to a Catholic school, and the nuns certainly taught me to
be careful in my dress. I remember one sister telling us that you
had to be careful of the perfume that you wore, because the title
indicated the kind of emotions you would generate in a gentleman.
[Laughter.]

I laughed, but, I will tell you, Sr. Ganier, the advice you have
given me has held me in good stead, so I paid attention to that. But
you do ask yourself what did I do, and so you try to change your
behavior, because it must be me, I must be the wrong party here.

Then I think you perhaps start to get angry and frustrated, but
there is always that sense of being powerless and you are also
ashamed. I mean, what can you tell your friends and family, be-
cause they ask you, well, what did you do, and as you keep it in,
you don't say anything. Or someone says, well, you should go for-
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ward, you have to think again, well, how am I going to pay the
phone bill, if I do that. Yes, perhaps this job is secure, but maybe
they will post me in an office in a corner with a telephone and the
Washington Post to read from 9 to 5, and that won t get me any-
where. So, you are quiet and you are ashamed and you sit there
and you take it.

Judge HOERCHNER. Senator, I agree that there is a tremendous
tendency toward self-blame in women who are subjected to this
sort of experience. It goes so far back into our history, even in the
Garden of Eden, who was the bad person there who offered the
apple to Adam and had to suffer for that for the rest of eternity or
for the rest of human history.

I believe that most women who are in a situation of sexual har-
assment really only desire cessation of the problem. They have,
very often, I believe, little desire for revenge. If the behavior stops,
then they are much more comfortable, I believe, but I think the
pain remains. I think it is indelible.

The CHAIRMAN. Let me reiterate here that there are two distinct
issues here. One is the response of those victimized and the other is
whether or not someone was victimized here. This is relevant testi-
mony, what we just heard.

I always find it difficult as to why men can't understand it. I
wonder how many tens of thousands of millions of men in this
country work for a boss who treats them like a lackey, tells them
to do certain things and they stay on the job. We never ask why
does that man stay on the job.

I wonder how many men there are, if in fact they are ap-
proached by a man on the job who had a different preference than
they do, I wonder how ready they would be to go open and say, "By
the way, my boss, that fellow up there, approached me." A lot
would, just like a lot of women do go forward, and a lot wouldn't.

I don't know why we have so much trouble understanding the
pattern of the victimized person, but that is not the issue here
today. The issue here today is whether or not there was victimiza-
tion, whether or not there was harassment. Although this is rele-
vant, I want to keep bringing it back.

The only reason it is brought up now is because those who are
making, as they should, Judge Thomas' case keep coming forward
and saying, "why would you stay?" I have not brought forward, as
was suggested, ' expert testimony" on the pattern of victimization,
the pattern of behavior that people would engage in.

I have held numerous hours of hearings on that subject, but we
are here again, please, as a fellow I used to talk for, a great trial
lawyer in Delaware, used to say, please keep our eye on the ball,
and the ball is not the overall pattern of harassment in America,
but whether or not Anita Hill was harassed. This will only contin-
ue to be brought up as long as we continue to ask the question
"why would she stay?" There are both legitimate questions but
let's keep our eye on the ball as best we can.

Now I yield to my friend from South Carolina.
Senator THURMOND. Senator Grassley.
Senator GRASSLEY. None of you have claimed close friendship

with Anita Hill. What bothers me in this whole hearing is the fact
that these allegations, as serious as they are and as serious as she




