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Mr. Chairman, thank you fer affording ma this cpportunity to
address you and your colleagues on the Judiciary committcci 1 am
Beverly LaHaye, founder and Prasident of Concerned Woman for
Anmerica (CWA), I am here today on behalf &f hundreds of
thousands of CWA mexbers acrocs the nation who do not imbike the
orthodoxy of the feminist establishment, and who support thes
appointnent of Clarence Thonis as Associate Justice to the United
States Bupreme Court. Judge Thomas' character, temperanment,
jurisprudence and professicnal qualifications clearly show that
he should sit on the highest court in the land.

First, let me recall the wisdom of George Mason, author of
tha virginia Declaration of Rights. In 1776 ha vrote, "No free
government, or the blessings of liberty, ¢an be preserved to any
people but by & firm adherence to justice, moderation,
tamparance, frugality, and virtue, and by frequenit recurrsnce to
fundamental principles.®

Throughout his career, indesd; hi:c entira life, Judge Thonas
has reflectsd these ideals. No one can credidbly deny that he is
& man of character, coppassiecn, hard werk and uncenpromising
integrity. These qualities help to explain the lavel of success
he has already enjoyed at the age of forty-thres. At the same
time, as we have witnessed in these hearings, Judge Thomas never
fails to acknowledga his personal gratitude for those individuals
whe encouraged, trained and assisted him along the way, as well
as those larger-than-life hercea who "have gone before."

Similarly, the most notable hallmark of Judge Thomas®
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jurisprudence has besn, in Mascn's words, his “rescurrence'to
fundamental principles.® 1In 1927 Judge Thomas, then Chair;nn of
the Equal Enploymant Oppertunity Commission, wrote, "But what is
the ultimate American principle but that contained in the
Daclaration of Independeance: that all nen are created equal.” He
further argued that "{tlhe first principles of aquality and
liberty should inspirs our pelitical and constitutional
thinking.” In sc stating, Judge Thomas placed hinmsalf? in the
Philescphical company of such distinguished Amaricans as Thopas
Jefierson, Abraham Lincoln, Justice John Marshall Harlan,
Frederick Dougleass, and Dr. Kartin Luther XKing, Jr.

Judge Thomas recognizes that ocur fundamental, constituticnal
rights rest upen immutable principles inherant in the very nature
of things, not upon perscnal biases, sentinentality, pelitical
najorities or the musings of would-be social engineers. ESadly,
the languags of "rights" has been trivialized by some spacial
intarast groups zolely concerned with their own, narrow political
agenda, This is certainly true in the case of thoss within the
so-called "woman's rights® movement whi. cinim to speak on behalf
of Amarican woman.

Judyga Thowas undarstands that trus rights are a netter of
law rather than politics. In this raegard, I would note that
Judgs Thomas has sxpresssd profound appreclation and raspact for
religicus liberty gusranteed Dy the First Amendment. This is of
great sncouragemant to my organiration and cthers working in koth
the legislative and judicial arenss to ensure that our long-
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cherished, "first likerty" continues to be secured apd vigilantly
defendad. .

Some have expressed concern that Judge Thomas' belief in
"patural law" or, if you will, the "laws of nature and of
nature's God," would cause hin to distegard court precedent and
time=tasted coenstitutional jurisprudence. But such faars are
uwnjustifisd. As surely as Judge Thomas' belief in "npatural law"
inspires bis vigorcus defense of individuzl liberty and eguality,
it impels hisz adhersnce to the rule of law, hiz high regard for
judicial restraint and his respect for the constitutional scope
of judicial autherity. In short, Judge Thomas recognizesx that it
is the duty of a judge to interpret and to state the law, not to
propound his or her own pet netions of sound public policy. In
his own words, he has "no agenda,®

Finally, Judge Thomas hag professionel gualifications that
will serve the Court and the natien well. Having served ag an
alde to Senater John Danferth, as Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights in the Department of Fducation, as chairman of the Equal
Employnent Oppertunity Cemmission, and currently as a judge on
the U.5. Court of Appeals for tha District of Columbia, Judgs
Thomas has distinguished hinself in all three hranches of the
faderal government.

At the beginning of my testimony I recited an exhortation
delivered by Gecrge Magon in 1776, His wisdom is no less fitting
in 1991, and perh2ps nmore so. Because the character,

temparament, judicial philosephy and qualifications of Judge
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Thomas are in keepiny with that wisdom, I respactfully urgae the
membere of this committee to support his confirmation as

Associate Justice to the United States Suprems Court.





