TEETINONY OF —
JOHM B. FALMER
BEFORE TEN SEMATE JUDICIARY COMMITTRERE
IN SURFORT OF THE NOMIMNATION OF
JUDGE CLARENOE THOMAS TO THR UNITHD STATES SUPREME COURT

Good Evening. To the distinguished Chairman Biden and to
all of the estesned maxbars of this U.5. Ssnats Judiolary
committes. Ny name is John E, Palmer. I was born in Kansas and
rpared in Misscurli the heartland of this wonderful country. I am

President and CEO of EDP Enterprises, Inc. a full feod
rvice nanagesment company which spacializes in faading military
troops. I surrently fasd our couragesous military troops at Ft.
onard Wood, Missourl and Pt. Rilsy, Kansas.

I have travelsad te our nation's capital this day to
present and raise the collactive voice of a Group named the
land coalition for the Confirmation of Judge Clarence

s, This group is aoupriﬁd of pan and women --- blacks and
Hispanics === Kansans and Miasourians ==~ libarals and
conservatives === businessmen and wonan --- elacted officlals --

of particular note =-=- prominent democrats and republicans.

Tha common thread which bonded this diverss group of
spendent ninds was a villingness to step forward --- and
oall attention to the fact that thara exists a conssnsus
within the minerity community of our country which supports =--
& contirmation of Judge Thomas to the Suprema Court of the



United States. Wae Ffirmly believa that we embody the trus sssence
of mainstrean Awerica, defined.

The coalition formed to dsmonstrate the bi-partisan,
culturally diverses support —-- which this nomination has
roughout America. We === ars reflective of ths 54% who
pported Judgs Thomms' confirmation prior to the beginning of
:Eou hearings -—- as illustratsd in a USA Today newspaper poll.
We are reprasentative of the &2% =-- who ocurrently back the

snfirnation of Judge Clarende Thomae.

o

Wa find Judge Thomas to be &8 man of integrity --- of
compassion =-~ of principle --- of strong moral fiber ==« of -
billty and a man who is fiercsly indepandant,

Although some views of Judga Thomas may differ from thosa

o

#ld by Justice Thurgood Marshall === he == like Judge Marshall,

o

ns overcone hardships, discrimination and deprivation to prapars

hinself for the challenge of our country's highest court.
H
|

It is jnportant thet you know ==« the Heartland Coalition ig

n:r.t a professional lobbying group. Thers is nc organizational
siructure --- there ars no officers === there exist no

ittess.

Not one single solitary dollar =~-«~ of the millions of

dllallu-- === ¥hich have changed hands fueling campaigns beth for



and againat the confirmation --- found its way into thie
Heartland coalition.

You ses --- this Coalition e‘volvld as a result of a
conversation betwsaan two people =--- about the onslaught of
unyislding and uncompromising denunciations of Judge Thomag ===
by national civil rights and legislative organizations. The
participants in this conversation strongly disagreed. Neither
balievsd these positions to he representative of & consensus of
working class nminority Amexrica.

While the mctives of theme groups wers navar at issus nor
estioned --- ons perticipant in this mvmatiorh Linda Hunter
df Jefferson City, Missouri, the State Capital said --- Let's

11 some of our frisnds --= hoth ﬁapuhlican and particularly

ats, known respected lsaders throughcut the Heartland ~—
ifnd ses how they fesl., Phohe calls ware made —-=- schedules Wers

ordinated ~-- conssnsus on a prass raleasa wam reached === a
dlat-.. and time was decided --- a press conference was held, and

t[hully the HEARTLAND COALITION WAS BORN.

The U.8. Suprema Court nzeds not @g_un_m_gu.
! ~= tha divaraity of youth, vitality end the promiss of
| growth;

‘ ==  represantation of leadership of the futurs;



ons vhoghhas dedicated his life to tha attainment of a
color=blind society;

one who has demonstrated the courags to travel the road
=== less traveled by}

one whose very life is characterized by an insatiable
appetite for knowladge =— and punctuated by a
willingness to work hard -+- tampered by an openness to
listen and learn --- &@ RO man nor wompan has come to
the ceurt fully formed.

ones who has darad to awaken, arouss and stir the sols
and consensua of minority Amerioca by boldly stating
that it's broken and in despsrate neesd of repair --—-
while solutions of the past ~~- have not worked ~-- it
is now time to wake up that slesping gilant called ---
HEARTLAND AMERICA ~-- and enroll us inte the solution
driven dabate.

¥e from the Heartland of America respsctfully urge you ===
U.8. Senators, alected msmbers of ths most prestigious,
distinguished, powerful bedy in this world --- to vote yes --- to
contirm Judge Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Suprems Court.

Thank you vary much for this opportunity.





