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Mr. Chalrman: It is a distinct honor and privilege to come
before you and members of this committee to share with you the
reasons why the National Sheriffs' Association wholeheartedly
supports the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas for the United

States Supreme Court.

I am Marzshall Honaker, Sheriff of Bristol, Virginia. For the
last 18 vears I have held the office of Sheriff. I am a career law
enforcement professional, with =a background in The Office of
Sheriff dating back to 1957. I have been DPresident of the virginia
Btate Sheriffs' Association and it is my pleasure this year to
garve as president of the National Sheriffs' Association. The
National Sheriffs' Associatjon was established fn 1940,
representing the nation's sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, police
executives, corrections pergonnel, and other criminal Jjustice
officiale., The National Sheriffs' Association, with ite 25,000
nembare, represents the 3,086 sheriffs of this country. Bacause
of my background in law anforcemepnt, and because of the concerns
of the Association's wmembers, I am especially grateful for the

chance to address you today.

A% the drug walr rages on and law enforcement officers continue
to struggle with a rising tide of violent crimes pationwide, we
need an anti-crime Associate Justice with the qualifications of

Judge Thomas.
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Throughout his caresr, Judge Thomas has preserved hie pereonal
integrity, honesty, and principles, maintaining these qualities in
the face of discrimination, bigotry, and peolitical rivalry. His
appointment to the Supreme Court will provide an experienced, just
voice on the fundamental issues plaguing this nation today.
President Bush has thoughtfully chosen a man, a demonstrated

leader, who will make a diffarence.

The National Sheriffe' BAssociation surveyed our sheriff
wembers abosut Judge Thoma=s' nomination. Sheriff Robert C. Rufo,
member of the Mational Sheriffs' Asscciation and president of the
Massachusetts Sheriffs' Association, said, "Judge Thowas brings an
exemplary educaticnal background and diverae legal experisncs to
the bench. Additionally, he appears to p the humanistic

qualities critical to tha issues before the nation's highest
court,® Along with Sheriff Rufo's o« tx, HSA head rtars

heard words of praise from sheriffs across the country about Judge
Thomas. They spoke of Thomas as a person of the highest calibre,
an antl-crime person, a judge who recognizes the teugh job facing
law enforcement professionals today. Those who know him, and those
who read of his credentials are aqually enthusiastic. Our mation's
sheriffe shoulder their porition of responsibility in the criminal
justice system with pride. They fully recognize and hope for the
invaluable assistance of Judge Thomas' acknowledged talents and
qualifications. Frankly, we pged, and we yapt Judge Thomas and
what he has to offer the entire criminal justice system.
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It is our definite belief that he will approach the cases that
come before the Court with a commitment to deciding them fairly,

ag the facte and the law require.

Never in cur nation's history have we needed pore desperately
to add to ocur highest iudicial bedy a totally falr, ilmpartial,
brilliant new Asgoclate Justice. Unguestionably, now is the hour
for this man. He has our admiration - and our respect. On behalf
of your nation's shariffs, and the National Sheriffe' Association,
let me urge you to proceed with all due haste to see that Judge
Theomas is seated on that bench.

Thank you.





