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BESOLUIION_ON_THE CLARENCE. . THUNBSE
NOMINATION TR THE BUPREME CRURT

Eraspble

The WU,8, Supreme Court 18 cur naticnia highost court,
The Justices have been delegated the aulhovity 1o interpret
tha lawe that affect all cllirzerns.

Fresident Ueorge HBush's rewination of Judge Clarernce
Thomas +o Fill the vacangy of veliving Justice Thurgood
Marshall, provides the counlry & urague opportunity to
reflect on cur current dilemma 1w Lhwe {field of Averican

aelitics.

There s a "punservalive trend”  sweeping the body
politic. The hard wor gaine of Lhe Livil Rights Movement
arg belinp evoeded by & saries of cont decisions.

He, the oembers of the Progreseive Mational Eaptiat
Convention, weeting in  Frtisbw gh, Permoylvania, view the
rend noe, Judge Clarence Yhomak, as a product of Afrvican
fimericarn deacani. tie hay seen the Anjustices that afflict

pecple of tolov.

Witile we atfirm hHiw husanity, Gellsevieg - that God'a
redeRming  grace  pan Lrangforta oov brother dnte a  new
creature,. we uwust set forrth a vtamdard by which the U, 8.
Banate and cilizerm-y must  pudge Lhis reeed nge,

Arnarica 15 a nultivacial wocieby. Thareafore, a justice
on the U.S. Yupreae Couwrl  muel be sepnilive Lo buman raghts
and secial  alisnatior. e affzrm the vight of #very
individual (Black o Whate? o hoeld  Whalsowver view he  or
whiw nay wish, be 1t litusal, conservative, or ctharwise.
Morveover, we recognize Lot Jdovevsily ol vpiniony and pointe
of view are neceswary wilbhivn cur commaratly,
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Howsver, the 2let Century American  aguradas dewarnds
Judiciary that is w0l Jovked intco ldeclogical waring
factionn, The U,E, Supreme Court wust provide squml Juﬁtlcc
undar’ the Laws of the Corolitution,

The L6, Senate hearings of Heplember ¥, 1991,
scheduled for Wawhinglew, DC, shall afford Lhe nomiroee an
epportuntty Lo express views om a variety of topice. Him
record to date leaves many clitizens tvoubled saver his basice
Judicisl philoscophy.

BEBDLUTION

WHERERS, the Frogressive WNational bLoaptist Conventien
{(PNBG) was bory gut of a climate and & experiencae of
twwmoll and vigleres, struggling Ffor the rights, frasdomns,
ard 1ipevtias of 1is constituency and all peopley and

WHEREAS, PRNEBL is the only usuch conwvenlion that stood
forth and chonmpioned Lhe rcause of Civil Rightes, while
providing a howe artd & wallonal platform fov eno of Pod'a
magt dyramic secvauts and our beloved leadev and brother,
the late Dv. Martiw Lulher Hiwng, Jr. 3 and

WHEREAE, Hfrican Amuricans, olher racial minorities,
and  women have hislorically lwen victine of imeasuwable
erines of hatred avd oppi-gasiorn, disceimination iv the labor
force ard danied access to public and private institutions
tn the United States for reasons unrelaled teo Lhetr wecilt
ard quatifications, ut based on race and fender

preferencesl and

WHREAS, the afovemertioned victing of ragial hatred
and discrimiration bave appealed (o the Suprdse Court of the
United States for egual protection of their constitutional

rightey ard

WHEREAS, Lhe U.S. Suprame Courd ie & oritical national
inetitution, which should conbine schelavly connbitutional
interpretation with a derp appraciation of the rconcrate
history and socvial rwal:ity wf the Bherican peoepley and
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WHEREAS, a proper consideraticn of the romivation of
My Thomes Lo the W5 Suprems Court  reguices not only &
careful examination of +the gualificetions, outlook, ard
history of Mr. Thomas, but alsc Ehe intent, hintory, arg
palicy dirsction of President Fushi ard

WHE RERE, the Reagan/Bush and the Buwh/Duayle
aduniniatrations have retlocted a consiulont pulicy direction
with ¢clear and muasurabla nogoalive jcpacls on the African
Amarican comnunity for over Len years) arnd

WHEREAY, this policy diveclion includes deregulation
antd structural urmnploymant, remcval of anti-diecrisination
protaci lon Tor histericatly opprussed mincrities, raduction
in health care, cutbacks ivi soclal sssistance for the poor
in geveval, and & wmajor redistiibution of wealth  away frow
the widdle clase and the poor towards the already wealthy
and supsr-rithiy and

WHEREAL, the political toctics ard Btratepy of M. Bush
reflect simistler mandpulaticn of rvace, ae in the case of
Willie Hortor) awd

WHERERE, the policy divection of the lavt ten vears has
resvited in unprecadenltod iwpoveraishmenl of the worlkidng poor
andd the botton strata of Lhe population, yab &l the same
time the urprecedented yrowlh of wealth amony the upper
utrata of the populationy and

WHEREAS, M. Thownt: hao bLaen & parl of Lthe conservative
trend for the ontire ten year period as  an aid to Senator
Davfertiy, as ECOC Bivector, ard an a federal  pivesit cowrt

Judpe) and

WHEREAS, we ave callod to keadw a trree by the frult 1%
bears and

WHEREMS, Lhe ratovd  (Trultsd of  Pe, Ihewas showe &
congislent pattern, flust  Clearly reflected 1n BHis  years as
IMrectar of ELOC, of jJoanaemg the luuh pelicy  direction of
reweving apli-diwcramirad bom mrutection for African
Anericans, denying «qual pey for eqgual work forr wosen, and
failling to  act decisdvely ©r agpe diserimivetion csces
brought befare the LLUL§ and
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WHEREAS, the Thomwes nemination  is pari of an
accelerated trend of Bush to strengthen tho powasr, prestige,
and Lefluence of a retwork of people, who are nolre effective
in oppoaing the gains of the Civil Rights Movement and a
progresaive Africar Aperican agenda than white conservatives
becovse thoy appesl to the commendaltle reluctanes of African
Amartcans to not publicly oppose other Afvican Amoricanay
and

WHENERS, the trend 4o strengtihen the prestige, powar,
and influence of Africen Anericans whe (ocbjiectively,
regardless of perconal Intent) promole cenfumiorn, divislon,
ard lay the African American commanity open to furkher abuse
and exploftation, and is Ltherefore dengorous, short-eighted,
and unfaithful to the bust tradition of etvuggle and
wacrifice of the African Amevican propley and

WHERERG, the nominalion of Me. Thowaat fov L5, Supress
Court Juntice should be considered in context and aw part of
a dangiercus trend that dets net seasure up Lo the principles
e which the FPMPC waa fourded and which has guided ite

axigtonce) avd

HWHERENS, we, the PNEC, fvow that wur hope 85111 de in
God and never was 1t & cywical Republican governsent nor in
a Jubke-warm Democvatie govermwmernt.

BF IT THEREFORE RESMLVED that the Propreasive Netional
Baptist Corvertion opposes the rvominatzon of Judge Clarenco
Thowas To~ the U.S. Suprawe Court umtil or unleas  in his
flanate hearings he  @xprossec suppsrt of the Cornatitutional
rights won in cur hard Tought stragyles for civil vwightg.

thonse. ree





