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The Progressive Naticonsl Baptist Convention. Ine,

Hr. Chairman, Hembers of the Benite Judiciary Committes,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify at today's hearing
e¢onearning the nominaticn of Judge Clarencs Thomas. I am
cEficially representing the Progressive HNational Haptiat
Conventien, Inc., {PNBC). My dencminaticn is one of the historie
Arican-American chuxches, The Progressive HNatienal Baptist
Convention has just over 2,000,000 membatrs in approximately 2,300
congregationg throughout the United States. Hany of our churchea
ste located in states with large urban centers and are attempting

to mest the needs that impact on our citima.

Tt is not uncommon to find as many es 1,500 teé 5,000 people whe

balong to one of cur congregations. I think it can be stated that
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an African-American Baptist church {e made up of & variety of
people coming from diverse socio-economie, educational, and varying
regional backgrounds. The church in typleal African-American life
has been and is a place not enly for worship but servea the real,
unmet needs of our communities. The chutch reprecents a place
where our human rights and values eore reconfirmed as =
counterpoint, even today, to the historical and contemporary
indignities thmat have bhesn part of our life experiences in this

country.

The Progreasive HNational Baptist Convention. In¢., wishea this
testimony to be viewsd as speaking analytically and not critically
vencerning the nomination and possible confirmation of Judge
Clagence Thomaa. Because of the uniqus sensitivity surrounding the
Thomas nomination, the Convention hss not taken lightly the
poaition it has officially adopted at ats 30th Annual Sezsion in
Pittsburgh, Peansylvania, in August of this year. Fermit me to

read the relevant paragragh of the Convention's resolution:

“BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Frogressive Hational
Baptist Conventicn opposes the nomination of Judge Clarence
Thomas to the U.5. Supreme Coutt until or unless in his Senate
hearings he expresses support of the Constitutional raghts won

L

in ouy hard fought struggles far civil rights
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Subsequent to the above, the Convantion has oconcludad that it is
not in {avor of the contirmation. There are reasons for this and
1 wish to be brief in explaining them, Howevar, T hope that

clarity will not be sacrificed on the alier of brevity.

Acco:ding Lo public testimony during the course of these hearingsa,
there haz been no convineing statement on the part of Judge Thomas
that satisfied our concern as sxpreassd in the relevant paragraph
as cited from the resolution adopted by the PHRC last month.
Indeed, we have pot had answers to questions that are of paramount
importance to us ss a Christian body made up of citizens who are
of African anceatry. We do not and ¢an not accept responses that
are aleverly crafted in terms that are just that -- responassz, not
AnBWELS. For example, what is the nominee's real position on
capital punishment? His willingness teo Jjust lpok at final
judgmentz handed up to the {(Bupreme) court is inaufficient. 1s
he, like retirving Associate Justice Thurgood Marshall, opposed to
capital punishment? 1Is the nominee radically concerned, as a human
being, with not just the question of human rights, but the right

to be human?

The nominee has not answered nor was the qguestion raised about
something that goss beyond personal considerations and values, and
that gquestion hasg to deo with ecology. our world 1s being

systemalically ercded due to improper stewardship of outr natural
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and hunan vesources. The former has to do with toxic contamination
of land, water snd air, snd the latter with the righl to earn a
fair and decent wage for one's work; that an employee, whether
female ar male, should be paid the same salary and enjoy the same

benefits for the same jabia).

Additionally, those people who have spent thelr productive years
satning a living and traising families should not be digcriminated
agsinet because they are more axpensive to employ than someone whe
iz much younger and entering the job market for the first tims.
This is called age discrimination, and it is uncomfortaklie to know
that an overwhelming ameunt  of complaints concerning wge
digerimination were unattended to during the nominee'a tenure as
the head of EEOC. More than that, the statue of limitations has
run out and the complaintives no longetr have any radress or courae

of action.

It has been said that during his time as a top government officiel,
Clarence Thomas was ostracieed by the established civil rights
community, Pechaps that was so0 -~ perhaps not. If it was true,
the nominee certainly should have gone to the Black churchies) in
order to find a forum in which t¢ express his idems and views. The
Black church{es), especially the Baptist church., represent a

community wherein a wide range of ideap and popitions can be cagily
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found. He could have, indeed ahould have, sought out a community
in which he would have been welcome because he was a part of that

comnunity, He still is,

There are too many critieal questions that remain unanswered.
Repatition for emphasis, responses are nc synonyms for answers to
those questions that sti11 lipnger. *That is all we are {aced with
in these hearinge: questions, questions,.questions, questicna.
Rhen in any human pituation the dialogue, the conversation, the
debate, or when sny other interchange takes place, there cannot be
mere queations st the end than there were at the beginning.
Therefore, in good conscience, even in visu of the nominea's
singular achievements, his sitting on the United States Supreme
Court would not be in the best interest of 2l)l groupa and
communities that need progressive jurisprudence in order to ensure,

ag wel)l as enhance, an egalitacian society under law.

There are those who claim that 1f Judge Thomas is not suscessfu)
in these confirmation procesdings, the next nominee may hold
regressive views on constitutional rights and liberties., That is
not of major concern, neithet 1s the nomination of another minority
to the Court a matter of pricrity. Our concern and the reality
that hmas to be met is that Jjustice must serve the poor, the
unhappy, the children, and the aging. It has been said and
manifested in a form of a statue that juatice is "blind"™. For

thaze in this society and the world, the blindfold should be 1ifted
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from justice's eyea so it can clearly aes that all iz not well and
the scale in its hand i tilted. That scale needs to be balanced -
- made equal. That can only be arrived at if justice can see the

hurah needs that confront our modern era.

The Progressive National Baptist Convention was founded in 1861
over the issue of civil rights in keeping with one of its momt
wldely known pastors, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It is in
hies ppirit and memory thet our Convention maintains a progressive

outlook on lifa.

He are not couvinced, there are too many unanswered questions for
us to support the confirmation of Judge Clarence Thomas at this

time,

Buprema Court justices cannot be recalled.

Thank you Mr. Chaitman, and membeirs of the committes,

Gtatement delivered on behalf of the Progreszive National Baptist

Convention, In¢., by Rev, Mr. ARrchie Le Mone.





