Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5 -14 estimated as working in 2005: 6.7%°
Minimum age of work: 1414%0
Age to which education is compul sory: 9 school years*®*
Free public education: Y es6?
Egypt Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 1019%'%3
Net primary enrollment rate in 2004 9594140
Percent of children 6-14 attending school in 2005: 88.19%6M°
As of 2003, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 9994466
Ratified Convention 138: 6/9/1999"
Ratified Convention 182: 5/6/2002%
ILO-IPEC participating country: Y st

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

In 2005, approximately 9.5 percent of boys and 3.7 percent of girls ages 5 to 14 were working in
Egypt.**™ A large proportion of working children are found in the agricultural sector, where
children are hired each year for the cotton harvest. Children are also found working on
construction sitesand in light industry.**"* Children work in a number of hazardous sectors,
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including leather tanning, pottery making, glassworks, blacksmithing, working metal and copper,
battery repair and carpentry, mining and quarrying, carpet weaving, auto repair, and textile and
plastics manufacturing.

Reports indicate a widespread practice of poor rural families arranging to send their daughtersto
citiesto work as domestic servants in the homes of wealthy citizens. Child domestic workers are
excluded from the protections of the labor code and are highly susceptible to exploitation,
including physical and sexual abuse aswell as harsh working conditions.**”® Urban areas are
also host to large numbers of street children who have left their homes in the countryside to find
work, and often to flee hostile conditions at home.**™ Street children work shining shoes,
collecting rubbish, begging, cleaning and directing cars into parking spaces, and selling food and
trinkets.**” Street children are particularly vulnerable to becoming involved in illicit activities,
including pornography and prostitution.**” In Egypt, children from rural areas are reportedly
trafficked internally for agricultural work or domestic labor.*"”

Child Labor L aws and Enfor cement

The law prohibits the employment of children under 14 years.**”® Thelaw also prohibits
juveniles 14 to 17 from working more than 6 hours per day; requires at least a 1 hour break; and
prohibits juveniles from working overtime, on holidays, more than 4 consecutive hours, or
between 7 p.m. and 7 am.**”® However, these provisions do not apply to children working in the
agricultural sector, small family enterprises, and domestic service.**® Thelaw aso allowsthe
employment of children 12 to 14 yearsin seasonal jobs that do not harm their health or affect
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their schooling,'*! and children 12 to 18 may participate in certain types of apprenticeship
training.**® Children under 16 are prohibited from working in 44 hazardous industries,
including agricultural activitiesinvolving the use of pesticides'*

Egyptian law does not specifically prohibit trafficking in persons;**** however, prohibitions exist
against forced labor, rape, prostitution; traffickers may be prosecuted for the abduction of
children.’*® The law prohibits forced labor and makesit illegal for aperson to entice or assist a
male under 21 or afemale of any age to depart the country to work in prostitution or other
“immoral” activities. The law also prohibits the incitement of any person under 21 to commit
any act of prostitution or “immorality,” including the use of children in the production,
promotion or distribution of pornography. Violations of these laws are punishable with
imprisonment for 1 to 7 years.**®® The minimum age for compulsory recruitment into the armed
forcesis 18 years. Children may enter the armed forces at 16 but may not engage in combat
operations.*¥’

The Child Labor Unit within the Ministry of Manpower and Migration (MOMM) coordinates
investigations into reports of child labor violations and ensures enforcement of the laws
pertaining to child labor. A separate unit within the MOMM is responsible for child labor
inspectionsin the agricultural sector.’*® The U.S. Department of State reports that enforcement
in state-owned businesses is adequate, although enforcement in the private and informal sectors
islacking.'*®® Thereis ashortage of Iabor inspectors trained to identify in cases involving child
labor and intervene in such cases. The U.S. Department of State reports that the Government of
Egypt has made modest efforts to prosecute trafficking cases.
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Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

The Government’s National Council for Childhood and Motherhood (NCCM) continues to
implement activities to combat the worst forms of child labor, anong other goals.*** The
NCCM is collaborating with the MOMM, the Egyptian Trade Union Federation (ETUF), ILO,
UNICEF, and the Ministries of Social Affairs, Agriculture, Education, Health, and Interior to
implement action programs to reduce child labor.*** While the action programs began with
technical support from ILO-IPEC, the NCCM, the ETUF, UNICEF, and the AFL-CIO Solidarity
Center, the MOMM now operates the projects independently.**** With support from the EU and
other donors, the NCCM isimplementing alarge-scale project addressing children’s issues, with
a focus on priority areas including child labor, street children, girls’ education, and prevention of
harmful practices against girls. The Egyptian Prime Minister earmarked 100 million Egyptian
pounds (USD 17.5 million) in matching funds towards this initiative.*** The NCCM isaso
implementing projects in the governorates of Sharkia, Menofia, Minya, and Damietta to shift
working children into non-hazardous activities and gradually eliminate all forms of child
labor.***  The Government of Egypt is supporting the USD 5.09 million USDOL-funded UN
WFP project to combat exploitive child labor through education. The project aims to withdraw
4,300 children and prevent 6,000 children from exploitive labor. %

The NCCM and MOMM are also collaborating with other line ministries and NGOs to increase
awareness of child labor and strengthen enforcement of existing laws. The NCCM and the
Ministry of Interior are training police officers to raise awareness of child rights and best
practices for dealing with at-risk children and youth. The NCCM and MOMM are aso working
with the Ministry of Information on awareness-raising campaignsin all 26 governorates to
highlight the negative impact of child labor on children, their families and their employers and to
educate them about relevant legislation and enforcement issues.***” The MOMM is collaborating
with the Ministry of Education to identify governorates with high dropout rates and has increased
child labor inspection in those areas.***® The MOMM and the Ministry of Agriculture are
cooperating to prevent underage children from working in the cotton sector and to provide
children working legally with the necessary protection while they engage in agricultura
activities."**
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Since 2003, the NCCM and UNICEF have also been implementing the National Strategy for the
Protection and Rehabilitation of Street Children (also launched under the auspices of the

Egyptian first lady), which aims to rehabilitate and reintegrate street children into society.*®
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