‘Botanic Garden
or the Nation

THE UNITED STATES BoTANIC GARDEN
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A ‘Botanic Garden for the Ngtion:
The United States ‘Botanic Garden

H1s beautifully illustrated book presents
the first comprehensive look at the U.S.
Botanic Garden in Washington, D.C.
Conceived by the nation’s founders as a resource
for collecting and studying plants, the U.S. Botanic
Garden is closely linked to the history and
development of the capital city. Through
historical documents and colorful photos,
A Botanic Garden for the Nation tells an
important story about this special place.

The story begins in 1796 with the support
of George Washington, who believed a Botanic
Garden would be a significant addition to the
capital. Along with other early leaders, including
Thomas Jefferson and James Monroe, Washington
understood the value of plants for the health and
economic well-being of the nation, a message that
still resonates today. Though it took time to
achieve Washington’s vision, the U.S. Botanic
Garden now occupies a prominent location in the
heart of the city, where it continues to highlight
the critical role of plants in human survival.

Located on the Capitol grounds at the east
end of the National Mall, the Botanic Garden
Conservatory is perfectly situated to reach out
to the public. More than 750,000 visitors a year
experience its exciting plant displays, innovative
exhibits, and special programs. Through
sumptuous photographs, A Botanic Garden for the
Nation offers a tour of the Conservatory, starting
with the formal Garden Court, with its fountains
and special flower collections, and continuing
through every plant environment, including the
lush Jungle, colorful Orchid House, and spare
World Deserts. The engaging text explores
ecosystems and reveals details about interesting
plants and plant collections.

“Windows on the Mall,” a chapter written by
William C. Allen, architectural historian for the
Architect of the Capitol, focuses on the history
and design of the Conservatory building, whose
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