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program within the 180-day period shall 
be deemed to be an approval of such 
program. 

The submitted program contained ten 
(10) proposed actions for noise 
abatement, land use planning and 
program management on and off the 
airport. The FAA completed its review 
and determined that the procedural and 
substantive requirements of the Act and 
FAR Part 150 have been satisfied. The 
overall program was approved, by the 
Manager of the Airports Division, 
Western-Pacific Region, effective 
September 18, 2008. 

Outright approval was granted for all 
ten (10) specific program measures. The 
approved measures included such items 
as: Continue Voluntary Policies That 
Limit Turbojet Training Operations; 
Continued Informal Preferential Use of 
Runways 30 LJR; Continue To Use 
Intersection Takeoffs for Single and 
Twin-Engine Aircraft at the Taxiway F 
Intersection on Runway 30R; Revise 
Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan 
(ALUCP) Zones To Reflect the Ultimate 
Runway Configuration if the Third 
Parallel Runway Is Included in the 
Master Plan and Pursued by the County; 
Maintain Compatibility Planned Areas 
Within the Airport Influence Area; 
Maintaining Compatible Zoning Within 
Airport Influence Area (AlA); Amend 
Section 4.8 of the Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) To Include 
Compatibility Criteria That Explicitly 
Identify Compatible Land Uses; Amend 
Section 4.8 of the Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) To 
Incorporate Prescriptive Noise 
Standards To Address Airport Noise 
Concerns in New Construction and 
Major Alterations to Existing Structures; 
Continue Noise Complaint Tracking 
Program; Update Noise Exposure Maps 
and Noise Compatibility Program; 
Monitor Implementation of Updated 
F.A.R. Part 150 Noise Compatibility 
Program. 

These determinations are set forth in 
detail in the Record of Approval signed 
by the Manager of the Airports Division, 
Western-Pacific Region, on September 
18, 2008. The Record of Approval, as 
well as other evaluation materials and 
the documents comprising the 
submittal, are available for review at the 
FAA office listed above and at the 
administrative offices of the County of 
Kern Department of Airports, Meadows 
Field. The Record of Approval also will 
be available on-line at: http:// 
www.faa.gov/airports_airtraffic/ 
airports/environmentai/airport_noise/ 
part_150/states/ . 

Issued in Hawthorne, California on 
September 29, 2008. 
Mark A. McClardy, 
Manager, Airports Division, Western-Pacific 
Region, AWP–600. 
[FR Doc. E8–24814 Filed 10–20–08; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Transit Administration 

[Docket No. FTA–2008–0047] 

Notice of Buy America Waiver Request 
by the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority for Final 
Assembly of Rail Rolling Stock 

AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA), DOT. 
ACTION: Notice of Buy America waiver 
request and call for comment. 

SUMMARY: The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority (MBTA) has 
asked the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) to waive its Buy 
America requirements on the basis of 
public interest to permit Vossloh España 
S.A. (Vossloh) to manufacture and 
assemble two pilot locomotives in 
Spain. MotivePower, Inc., a domestic 
competitor to Vossloh has asked FTA to 
deny MBTA’s request. FTA seeks public 
comment before deciding whether to 
grant MBTA’s request. This Notice sets 
forth MBTA’s arguments for and 
MotivePower’s arguments against a 
public interest waiver and seeks 
comment thereon. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
October 28, 2008. Late-filed comments 
will be considered to the extent 
practicable. 

ADDRESSES: Please submit your 
comments by only one of the following 
means, identifying your submissions by 
docket number FTA–2008–0047. All 
electronic submissions must be made to 
the U.S. Government electronic site at 
http://www.regulations.gov. 
Commenters should follow the 
instructions below for mailed and hand- 
delivered comments. 

(1) Web site: http:// 
www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments 
on the U.S. Government electronic 
docket site; 

(2) Fax: (202) 493–2251; 
(3) Mail: U.S. Department of 

Transportation, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue, SE., Docket Operations, M–30, 
Room W12–140, Washington, DC 
20590–0001. 

(4) Hand Delivery: Room W12–140 on 
the first floor of the West Building, 1200 

New Jersey Avenue, SE., Washington, 
DC 20590, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, except Federal 
holidays. 

Instructions: All submissions must 
make reference to the ‘‘Federal Transit 
Administration’’ and include docket 
number FTA–2008–0047. Due to 
security procedures in effect since 
October 2001, mail received through the 
U.S. Postal Service may be subject to 
delays. Parties making submissions 
responsive to this notice should 
consider using an express mail firm to 
ensure the prompt filing of any 
submissions not filed electronically or 
by hand. Note that all submissions 
received, including any personal 
information therein, will be posted 
without change or alteration to 
www.regulations.gov. For more 
information, you may review DOT’s 
complete Privacy Act Statement in the 
Federal Register published on April 11, 
2000 (65 FR 19477), or visit http:// 
www.regulations.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
questions please contact Jayme L. 
Blakesley at (202) 366–0304 or 
jayme.blakesley@dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of this notice is to seek public 
comment on whether the Federal 
Transit Administration should waive its 
Buy America requirements of 49 CFR 
Part 661 for two prototype locomotives 
to be manufactured and assembled in 
Spain by Vossloh España S.A. (Vossloh) 
for the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority (MBTA). 

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority (MBTA) is 
procuring 28 new diesel electric 
locomotives. These locomotives will 
replace the older portion of its 
commuter rail locomotive fleet as well 
as to meet the increasing demand on 
[its] commuter rail system. MBTA has 
asked for delivery of these locomotives 
to commence in 2011, at which time 
fifty-four percent of its fleet of eighty 
locomotives will have reached its useful 
life of twenty-five years. 

Two parties submitted proposals— 
MotivePower, Inc. (MotivePower) and 
Vossloh España S.A. (Vossloh). These 
parties prepared and submitted their 
Best and Final Offers (BAFO) on May 6, 
2008. Vossloh’s BAFO was for a new- 
design locomotive. With its BAFO, 
Vossloh certified non-compliance with 
the Federal Transit Administration’s 
(FTA) Buy America requirements for the 
assembly of pilot locomotives. Vossloh 
asked MBTA to petition FTA for a 
waiver of its Buy America requirements. 

By letter dated September 3, 2008, 
MBTA forwarded Vossloh’s request for 
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a public interest waiver from the 
requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5327(j) and 
the applicable Buy America regulations 
at 49 CFR part 661. Specifically, MBTA 
has asked FTA to allow Vossloh to 
assemble two pilot locomotives in 
Spain. 

Without the waiver, Vossloh estimates 
that the geographic separation between 
the design-engineering department in 
Spain and the final assembly facility in 
Mayfield, Kentucky, would result in an 
unacceptable increase in labor costs to 
Vossloh. A waiver for final assembly of 
two pilot locomotives would limit the 
cost, advance the schedule, and 
therefore reduce Vossloh’s bid price for 
the entire procurement. 

Vossloh and MBTA believe that such 
a waiver is in the public interest 
because it will enable Vossloh ‘‘to 
submit a competitive bid with respect to 
price and schedule,’’ and because it will 
‘‘expand the competitive range to 
include Vossloh as a compliant bidder.’’ 

With certain exceptions, FTA’s ‘‘Buy 
America’’ requirements prevent FTA 
from obligating an amount that may be 
appropriated to carry out its program for 
a project unless ‘‘the steel, iron, and 
manufactured goods used in the project 
are produced in the United States. 49 
U.S.C. 5323(j)(1). One such exception is 
if applying the Buy America 
requirements ‘‘would be inconsistent 
with the public interest.’’ 49 U.S.C. 
5323(j)(2)(A). Before granting such 
waiver, FTA must issue a detailed 
written statement justifying why the 
waiver is in the public interest, and 
must publish this justification in the 
Federal Register, providing the public 
with a reasonable time for notice and 
comment of not more than seven 
calendar days. 49 CFR 661.7(b). This 
notice satisfies the aforementioned 
requirement. 

MotivePower, Inc. (MotivePower), a 
competitor to Vossloh, has written 
several letters opposing MBTA’s request 
for a Buy America waiver. If awarded 
the contract, MotivePower would 
perform final assembly at its Boise, 
Idaho, facilities. According to 
MotivePower, a Buy America waiver in 
favor of Vossloh would jeopardize up to 
200 current full time employees in its 
Boise, Idaho, facility and additional jobs 
in its supplier plants located across the 
country. MotivePower distinguishes 
between this procurement for passenger 
locomotives and those of light rail 
vehicles for which FTA has granted 
waivers in the past. Unlike the market 
for light rail vehicles, MotivePower 
states that ‘‘domestic capacity and 
engineering know how [with respect to 
passenger locomotives] has, quite 

fortunately, not yet been lost to foreign 
competition.’’ 

Before deciding whether to grant 
MBTA’s request, FTA seeks comment 
from all interested parties. In the 
interest of transparency, FTA has 
published copies of MBTA’s request and 
the letters it received from 
MotivePower. Interested parties may 
access these materials by visiting the 
docket site at http:// 
www.regulations.gov, docket number 
FTA–2008–0047. Please submit 
comments by October 28, 2008. Late- 
filed comments will be considered to 
the extent practicable. 

Issued this 15th day of October, 2008. 
Severn E.S. Miller, 
Chief Counsel. 
[FR Doc. E8–25063 Filed 10–20–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–57–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

October 16, 2008. 
The Department of Treasury will 

submit the following public information 
collection requirement(s) to OMB for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 on or after the date 
of publication of this notice. Copies of 
the submission(s) may be obtained by 
calling the Treasury Bureau Clearance 
Officer listed. Comments regarding this 
information collection should be 
addressed to the OMB reviewer listed 
and to the Treasury Department 
Clearance Officer, Department of the 
Treasury, Room 11000, 1750 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20220. 
DATES: Written comments should be 
received on or before November 20, 
2008 to be assured of consideration. 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
OMB Number: 1545–1028. 
Type of Review: Extension. 
Title: INTL–941–86 (NPRM) and 

INTL–655–87 (Temporary) Passive 
Foreign Investment Companies. 

Description: These regulations specify 
how U.S. persons who are shareholders 
of passive foreign investment companies 
(PFICs) make elections with respect to 
their PFIC stock. 

Respondents: Not-for-profit 
institutions. 

Estimated Total Burden Hours: 
112,500 hours. Clearance Officer: Glenn 
P. Kirkland, (202) 622–3428, Internal 
Revenue Service, Room 6516, 1111 
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington, 
DC 20224. 

OMB Reviewer: Kimberly Nelson, 
(202) 395–3787, Office of Management 
and Budget, Room 10235, New 
Executive Office Building, Washington, 
DC 20503. 

Celina Elphage, 
Treasury PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–25007 Filed 10–20–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4830–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS 

[OMB Control No. 2900–0005] 

Proposed Information Collection 
(Application for Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation by Parent(s), 
(Including Accrued Benefits and Death 
Compensation, When Applicable)) 
Activity: Comment Request 

AGENCY: Veterans Benefits 
Administration, Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Veterans Benefits 
Administration (VBA), Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA), is announcing an 
opportunity for public comment on the 
proposed collection of certain 
information by the agency. Under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 
1995, Federal agencies are required to 
publish notice in the Federal Register 
concerning each proposed collection of 
information, including each proposed 
extension of a currently approved 
collection, and allow 60 days for public 
comment in response to the notice. This 
notice solicits comments on the 
information needed to determine a 
claimant’s eligibility for dependency 
and indemnity compensation, death 
compensation, and/or accrued benefits. 
DATES: Written comments and 
recommendations on the proposed 
collection of information should be 
received on or before December 22, 
2008. 

ADDRESSES: Submit written comments 
on the collection of information through 
www.Regulations.gov or to Nancy J. 
Kessinger, Veterans Benefits 
Administration (20M35), Department of 
Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, 
NW., Washington, DC 20420 or e-mail to 
nancy.kessinger@va.gov. Please refer to 
‘‘OMB Control No. 2900–0005’’ in any 
correspondence. During the comment 
period, comments may be viewed online 
through the Federal Docket Management 
System (FDMS) at www.Regulations.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Nancy J. Kessinger at (202) 461–9769 or 
FAX (202) 275–5947. 
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