
 
 
 
 
IANA Functions Contractor 

 
 
 
 
 

Root Zone Maintainer 

 

 
 
    RKO… 

 
 
  RKO 6 

 
 
  RKO 5 

A, 
B, 
C, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

 
 
 
 

Administrator 

Verify/ 
Authorize 
Change 
Request 

Verify/ 
Authorize 

Key Update 
Request 

Sign 
Zone

Edit 
Database/ 
Generate 
Zone File 

Distribute 
Zone File 

Transmit Public Key 
 
Transmit Private Key 
 
Key Update Request 

Distribute 
Public Key 

to DNS 
Community 

PPrrooppoosseedd  PPrroocceessss  FFllooww  NNoo..  66  
((““MM  ooff  NN””  ––  MMuullttiippllee  RRoooott  KKeeyy  OOppeerraattoorrss))  

  RKO 1   RKO 2   RKO 3   RKO 4 

Sign Root 
Keyset

Generate 
KSK

M of N 
Root Key Operator duties are 
shared among two or more 
entities (N) each of which 
holds a fragment or share of 
the KSK all, or some subset 
(M), of which must be used to 
reconstitute the KSK. 
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