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PROCEEDI NGS

DR. PQJE: (Good evening, |adies and gentlenen,
|"'mDr. Gerald Poje, a Board Menber of the U S. Chem ca
Safety and Hazard | nvestigation Board, known as the CSB
You'll hear that referred to throughout the evening.

Before we start, let ne nake a safety
announcenent, just in case of any energency. W don't
anticipate any, but just in case.

There are exits to ny right fromwhere you j ust
came in, and inmediate to the right you can exit the
building. There's also an exit to ny imediate | eft here.

You can see the sign pointed above you. You can exit
t hrough that area.

"' m thankful for everybody who has turned out
this evening. | wish to welcone you all here for the
Chem cal Safety Board's update on the investigations on
three accidents which occurred within a four-week period
| ast sunmer.

We'l|l also hear this evening fromKeith
Cranford, who's the deputy director of Honel and Security
and the O fice of Emergency Preparedness of the Baton
Rouge O fice, on energency preparedness and on the
response and notification issues concerning the chlorine
| eak.
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The turnout that we have tonight indicates a
hi gh | evel of community interest and concern over what
happened.

And | think it's a tribute to all of you that
you're taking this time on a Tuesday eveni ng when the
weat her's so beautiful, and you coul d be doing other
t hi ngs.

| think this is the hallmark of what it neans
to have a good, strong community in this area. So |
salute you all for doing that.

| also welconme to the table here tonight ny
col l eague, Rixio Medina. Rixio is the newest Board Menber
to the U S. Chemcal Safety Board. He joined us in
Decenber.

Ri xio, if you have an opening remarks, we would
certainly welcone themat this tine.

MR. MEDI NA:  Thank you, Dr. Poje. As Dr. Poje
mentioned, | was appointed to the Board in Decenber of
| ast year.

| ve been working about 25 years in the
petrochem cal / petrol eumindustries, mainly in the fire
protection, safety-engineering work, that took ne to
refineries in Illinois; in Lake Charles, Louisiana; Corpus
Christi, Texas; and Tul sa, Cklahoma.
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| would Iike to echo Dr. Poje's comments in
wel com ng you to this public hearing. W have high
expectations it will be a very productive neeting.

DR. PQJE: Also joining ne to ny immedi ate
right is Chris Warner who is the General Counsel for the
Chem cal Safety Board.

At this point intinme, 1'd also like to
recogni ze that M. Malcolm M er has joined us this evening
fromhis very busy schedul e.

Mal colmis the state director for Senator
Rose's office, here in Baton Rouge. W net with him
earlier today to give ne a briefing on this. He certainly
i s enthused about the Board's work in Baton Rouge this
eveni ng.

|"d also like to recogni ze Senator Kip Hol den
who is the state senator fromthis area.

Kip, would you like to give us sone opening
remarks? That would be wel come at this tine.

He al so has a very busy schedule. As many of
you know, the Legislature is in special session right now.

SEN. HOLDEN:. Cood afternoon. It's like | told
them today, | needed skates and a helicopter.

But | want to kind of l|ike full disclosure, and
then make ny remarks fromthe | egislative hat, because one
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of the people involved in this incident, M. Henry, from
the attorney side, I'"'mrepresenting M. Jared Henry, one
of the relatives of one of those killed.

| don't want to talk fromthe | awer side. |
want to tal k about public policy and sone things | think
need to be addressed fromthe |egislative standpoint.

| think there are a nunber of things we need to
give imredi ate priority to. Nunber one is comng up with
an energency evacuation plan that fully takes in routes
for people to |l eave an area, if there is a rel ease.

Nunber two, businesses and how you' d address
t he concerns of businesses.

Then how do you address -- especially with this
bei ng the center of governnment -- evacuating buil di ngs
t hat now contain about 80 to 90 percent of state workers,
and then buil di ngs downtown that al so pertain to housing
city workers.

And how do you effectively get themout if
their shelter-in-place is not the appropriate renedy to
deal with the situation at that point in tine.

And | want to talk about it fromtwo
st andpoi nt s.

Nunber one, not only do we have to deal with
this froman accident happening at a facility, but | think
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realistically, when we have this whol e debate about
Honel and Security, that there's another entity out there
t hat needs to be addressed.

And so one of the things that | would urge in
terms of inmmediate action is that all agencies involved,
in regards to anything dealing with a chemcal facility --
for those agencies from HAZMAT to you nane it.

Al l of these agencies have to begin to adopt an
orderly plan for evacuation.

Let nme al so tal k about schools and children out
of schools. An orderly plan for evacuation that w |
cause the m ni num i npact upon people and services during
t he course of a day.

| cannot stress enough the urgency of that,
because we tal k about this quite a bit. And that talk is
wel | and good, but at sone point we have to nove fromthe
talk to the action stage.

|"mnot pointing a finger at any institution.
But | think collectively we have enough information; we
have enough resources, and we have enough wi sdomto nove
this off the drawing board -- if it's on the draw ng
board -- to action. And | think it's very critical

The second thing is that when there is a
release at a facility, there has to be sone independent
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verification of what is going on at the facility.
| know there's a general question of liability.
| tell you again, I'ma lawer. | know what people are
trying to guard agai nst.

But when there is a chem cal release. That
statenment should not be a PR statenent fromthe plant to
say that there is no release off site, and we kept it to a
m ni mum because at best, in spite of everybody's
activities, we're giving a guesstimate as to how nuch of
what ever chem cal was rel eased.

So either allow sone coordi nati on between
Loui siana State Police and HAZMAT or DEQ where once that
information is rel eased about what is com ng fromthe
plant, that is pretty nmuch reviewed by sonebody, so that
t he public can have sone confort zone as to what was
admtted into the air.

The next thing. In the public relations issue,
again we hear the comments over and over again, that
not hi ng got beyond the fence |ine.

In sone of these areas, there would have to
be -- instead of people going out with bucket brigades and
everything else -- to nonitor.

At sone strategic points along this line --
not just Baton Rouge, but | think along the whol e chem cal
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corridor -- we need to have sone i ndependent source of
monitoring, so that we can really determ ne what went off
site, and then at the sane tinme, try to determ ne what
needs to be done to address any possi bl e needs of the
peopl e that may be inpacted by this.

The other point is this. Al though we talk
about OSHA, and the responsibilities of OSHA, at the sane
time, we have to tal k about people who are exposed to
t hese chemi cals, and how these chem cals affect not only
them but their famlies.

So we have to be nore alert about the workers
as well, to nake sure we have inplenented every possible
safety regulation to prevent harm from happening to those
wor ker s.

The next thing with all of us, there has to be
a level of honesty with each other in conmunicating. What
side you're on doesn't matter. But | should be able to
cone to you and say, What happened? Wat was rel eased?
How wi Il this inpact ny famly?

| should be able to ask you, Do | need to take
sonme further cautions? Do | need to down the |ine, |ook
out for sonething? Because it begins to renove the |ines
that are sometines drawn in the sand, based on who's
choosi ng up on what side.
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And | think that's very inportant, because if
you i npl enent honesty, | believe you also begin to
i npl enent trust.

And so if you inplement trust, then those
barriers that are perceived between environnentalists and
i ndustry and others -- sone of those barriers are
eradi cat ed, because now we have open conversation and open
di al ogue, and we're working together to resolve a problem
or nmake sure that problem does not occur again.

And so as you go through this, let me first
thank all of you for taking out the time to be here. Let
me thank you for the hours that you put in in order to
address this very pressing situation.

But | can tell you we don't have a |ot of hours
left. We don't have a lot of days left. W don't have a
| ot of weeks left.

|"mnot saying it may be Honeywell; 1'm not

saying who it may be. But just by the very nature of

what's being handled, and it may not be in a plant. It
could be a railcar. It could be a barge. It could be on
t he hi ghway.

By the very nature what's traversing this
corridor, we have to act with all deliberate speed, to
begin to put sone safety things into place for the
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wor kers, for the conpanies, for the people outside of the
pl ants, and | et them know that jointly, we are
establishing a public policy, that's for the benefit of
what we've established in our State Constitution.

And in that State Constitution, each of us is
charged with the public health and safety of every
resident in this state. And we are also charged with
enacting the laws to make sure the provisions of the
Constitution of this state are carried out.

And so that's ny plea to you, and | thank you
for taking the tine to listen to ne. And | w sh God
bl esses us all, as we deliberate. Thank you.

DR PQIE: M. MalcolmMer has a few opening
remarks for us, as well.

Thank you, Kip.

MR MER | want you to know that | was
i ntroduced first, and | probably should have gone first.
You know, you never give an opportunity to a mayoral
candi date to speak.

First I want to say on behalf of U S. Senator
John Breaux that |'m pleased to be here with you all here
t oni ght .

Pl eased that the U S. Chemi cal Safety and
Hazard Board has taken this opportunity to work on this
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i nvestigation.

But al so nore pleased to see them have a public
hearing and public testinony relative to the incidents
t hat have occurred. Very serious in nature, as Sen.

Hol den has spoke about, there are some concerns in our
comunity.

But this is the positive aspect of having these
public hearings to nake sure that people are infornmed and
kept informed of all the issues that concern them

So to our panelists, on behalf of Sen. Breaux,
thank you all for coming to informour conmunity in
Loui si ana, and thank you for our neeting today, and we
will continue to have updates.

| also want to say that |I'mvery pleased that

you all will be discussing energency response and

community notifications. | think it is quite inportant,

and hopefully we'll have sone great dial ogue here tonight.
| wish you well, and nmake sure you ask these

guys all the questions you want to. And hopefully the
panelists will bring you all the information that you
deserve. Thank you.

DR. PQJIE: Thank you, Malcolm

The Chem cal Safety Board is an independent
federal agency based in Washington D.C. W investigate
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chemi cal accidents, determ ne the facts and issue
fi ndi ngs.

Qur mssion is to use the results of our
investigations to save the lives of workers and the
public, to prevent property damage and to prevent
envi ronnent al danage.

W will go beyond determ ning the facts of what
happened. And we'll determ ne the root causes of these
accidents, and then we'll issue safety reconmendations to
prevent them from happeni ng agai n.

We're not an enforcenent agency. These
recomrendations will be shared with the entire chem cal
i ndustry and, we hope, will result in preventing accidents
and saving lives.

More information about what the Board has done
and wi Il be doing is avail able on our website,
wwmwv. csb. gov.  And you have access to sone of our materials
at the table outside.

Let nme proceed with introducing our team of CSB
i nvestigators here tonight.

Lisa Long joined the CSB as an investigator in
t he year 2000. Since then, she's been involved in many
CSB i ncidents and hazard investigations, including serving
as the lead investigator on the Board' s Georgia Pacific
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investigation and the Catal yst Systens investigation.

Prior to joining the CSB, Ms. Long worked for
el even years for major chem cal conpanies. She has
experience in plant operations and managenent safety and
process engi neering. She holds a degree in chem cal
engi neeri ng.

M. Mchael Mrris also joined the CSB in 2000,
and has since becone one of our nobst experienced on-scene
i nvestigators.

Prior to joining the agency, M. Mrris worked
as a process safety engineer for a major chem cal and
phar maceuti cal conpany in their corporate process safety
depart nment.

M. Mrris hold a degree in crimnal justice
and has a master's degree in safety and environnental
managenent .

M. Johnni e Banks joined the CSB | ast year, and
he has participated in several CSB investigations and case
st udi es.

Prior to joining the CSB, M. Banks worked for
22 years at Chevron-Texaco Corporation in R chnond,
California, as a process control head operator.

He has extensive background in the oil-refining
i ndustry, including plant operations, process controls and
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mai nt enance. He's a graduate of the University of
California at Berkel ey.

Al'so joining us tonight is our chief operating
officer, Charles Jeffress. | don't see Charles
i medi ately in the room but he's probably standing
outside hel ping others. There he is, standing in the
back.

Again | wish to welcome you all here. | know
there are concerns in the community about the events we
wi |l be tal king about this evening.

Fol l owi ng our investigators' presentations, we
w Il have a public comment period. And we woul d request
that you sign up on the sign-up sheet outside. WMny of
you al ready have.

Pl ease print your nanes and give us the contact
information, if you wish. It would certainly help us as
we gat her additional information about these events.

We woul d al so ask those who are going to speak
toni ght -- because they are many that wi sh to speak about
these incidents, to keep your remarks to just a few
m nut es.

That will allow everybody to talk. And it wll
al so permt you to give comments us informally at other
tines as well, so we're not trying to cut that off, but
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help facilitate the process this evening.

Now I "Il turn over the m crophones to our |ead
i nvestigator, Lisa Long.

Li sa?

M5. LONG Thank you and good eveni ng

Toni ght we'll be giving an update on the CSB
investigation of three incidents that occurred | ast sumrer
at Honeywel | 's Baton Rouge pl ant.

The CSB has assigned a teamto work on these,
and the teamincludes five investigators, including
nysel f, Johnni e Banks, M ke Mrris, John Mirphy, Judy
Joseph and Steve Wal |l ace handling recommendati ons.

Toni ght M ke, Johnnie and | will present the
prelimnary details of each incident to you. 1'Il start
with a brief overview of each incident and then describe
the first incident in nore detail.

Then M ke Morris will cover the second
i ncident, and Johnni e Banks, the third.

The first incident that the CSB is
i nvestigating occurred on July 20, 2003. It was a
chlorine release that resulted in eight enpl oyees being
injured and residents within a half-mle radius advised to
shel ter-in-pl ace.

The second incident occurred on July 29, when
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an operator was sprayed with spent antinony pentachl ori de.
Unfortunately, the operator died as a result of his
exposure.

The third incident occurred on August 13, when
two operators were exposed to hydrofluoric acid or HF, and
both were injured.

And now |I'm going to describe the details of
the July 20 chlorine release. Before | give you the
i ncident description, 1'd like to give you a little
information on the characteristics and health effects of
chl ori ne.

At normal atnospheric conditions, chlorine is a
greeni sh-yellowi sh gas. It has nmany uses in
manuf acturing, but is also commonly used as a
di sinfectant, for exanple in wastewater treatnent plants.

It has a bleach-1ike odor that is easily
recogni zed. And you may be able to snell chlorine at
concentrations as low as two parts per mllion.

Now, because chlorine is a very commonly used
chemcal, there is data available on the health effects
that may be hel pful to show for this incident, where there
was sone off-site inpact.

As you can see, at | ow concentrations, chlorine
is an irritant. And at high concentrations, exposure to
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(202) 234- 4433




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

18

chl ori ne can be deadly.

Now, at the Baton Rouge plant, Honeywell uses
chlorine to nake Genetron 143a refrigerant. The chlorine
rel ease originated froma chlorine cooler in this process.

This sinplified diagram shows the chlorine cooler and its
connection to the other process equi pnent.

Chlorine is fed froma railcar shown here into
the chlorine cooler. Now, as | nentioned earlier chlorine
is a gas at normal conditions, and for their process
Honeywel | needed to use chlorine in its liquid form

So in order to do this, they had to keep it
cool. And the chlorine was routed through this cooler.
The cool er consisted of a bundl e of tubes places inside an
outer shell.

Chlorine flowed through the tubes, and
refrigerant flowed through the outside of the tubes on the
shel | si de.

The refrigerant systemis shown here. And it
is a continuous flow |loop that conmes froma refrigerant
tank and then is punped to various pieces of equi pnent,

i ncluding the chlorine cooler, and then flows back to the
refrigerant tank again.

The liquid chlorine flows fromthe cool er
t hrough an isolation valve shown here to a reactor, where
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it mxes with other chemicals in the main part of the
process.

And now t hat you' ve seen how the chlorine
cool er operates, |I'lIl review the sequence of events that
allowed the chlorine to be released to the atnosphere.

First the cooler used to cool the chlorine
failed when it devel oped an internal |eak. This allowed
liquid chlorine to enter the refrigerant system

The chlorine in the refrigerant system was not
conpati ble with the equi pnent, and refrigerant punps
fail ed when they devel oped a | eak as a result of being
contam nated wth the chlorine.

This allowed the liquid chlorine, which
imediately turned to a gas, to be released into the
at nosphere.

These are pictures of the chlorine cooler. The
first picture is an external view taken while the cooler
was still in place. That's shown here in yellow. The
cool er was six inches in dianmeter by eight feet |ong.

The second picture shows the tube bundl e and
the holes in it. You can see the holes right here and
here. And we placed a dine in the picture to give you an
i dea of the size of the holes there.

Now, again the chlorine travel ed inside the
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tubes and was cool ed by refrigerant on the outside of the
tubes. Prelimnary results showed that the cool er |eaks
originated in the refrigerant-side of the cooler.

These pictures show the refrigerant system punp
tubi ng that devel oped hol es and | eaked. Because the
chlorine was not anticipated in the system the copper
t ubi ng used here was not conpatible with chlorine.

I f you can inmagi ne what a cl ean pi ece of copper
tubi ng |1 ooks like, you can see the effects of chlorine on
this tubing. You mght notice sonme holes and corrosion
here, and al so the green col or caused the exposure of the
copper tubing to the chlorine.

And now I'I|l present the sequent of events
after the release had started.

First at about 3:05 a.m, operators noticed a
chl orine odor and quickly discovered the rel ease at the
refrigerant punp.

Pl ant personnel outside the control room
realized that they needed additional protection and help.

Bef ore anyone coul d take any action, the
chl orine had entered the control roomthrough holes in the
ventilation piping. And both inside and outside operators
were forced to evacuate.

The chlorine gas entered the control room even
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t hough this was a positive pressure ventilation system
designed to keep toxic gases out of the control room The
evacuation occurred prior to the plant being shut down.

It is also inportant to note that the chlorine
in the control room danaged sone of the control equipnent,
resulting in the need to eventually shut the plant down
manual | y.

By about 3:25 a.m, all the plant personnel
were evacuated to assenbly areas, and |local authorities
were notified of the rel ease.

Now, the plant had energency response personnel
on shift, but nore of the operators trained to operate the
G 143a process had been exposed to chlorine and were
getting nedical care. Consequently, additional enployees
were called at hone to hel p respond.

At about 3:30 a.m, the site water spray or
mtigation towers were turned on. These were used to help
suppress the chlorine gas cloud and contain it on site.

And at about 4:00 a.m, the local fire
departnent activated the shelter-in-place systemto
advises residents within a half-mle radius to
shelter-in-place. And I'll talk about that systema
little nore | ater.

At about 7:00 a.m, the equi pnent was secured,
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and the rel ease stopped. The evidence suggests there are
a few reasons why it took so long to stop the |eak.

First, as | nmentioned earlier, the operators
were affected during the rel ease and additional personnel
had to be called in to help shut the plant down and
i solate the |eak.

Anot her reason is the location of the |eak.
You m ght renenber the isolation valve shown in this
diagramis after the chlorine cooler. The chlorine is
normal ly isolated fromthe rest of the process by this
val ve, not at the chlorine railcar.

So even after the plant was shut down, chlorine
fromthe railcar continued to flow fromthe railcar into
the cooler and then into the refrigerant system and be
rel eased at the punp area.

When personnel realized this, the railcar was
i sol ated, and the rel ease stopped.

Now, CSB has al so col |l ected evidence regardi ng
the off-site inpact of this rel ease.

We found that at about 5:30 a.m, Honeywell
began fence line nonitoring. At this tine, the chlorine
concentration was 1.2 parts per mllion at Lupine and
Ontario, which is just outside the plant gate.

At 7:13 a.m, Louisiana Departnent of

NEAL R GROSS & CO., |INC.
(202) 234- 4433




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

23

Environnental Quality, or DEQ began sanpling. At this
time chlorine concentrations were | ess than 0.35 parts per
mllion outside the plant fence line.

This picture shows the Honeywell site. It's
the red dot in the center of this nap, and the green
circle indicating one half-mle radius fromthe plant, and
the red one indicating a one-mle radius fromthe plant.

This is I-110 right here, the M ssissippi River
to the west. Exxon in this area here. The cl osest
community residential area is right here. And in blue is
Chi ppewa.

Met eor ol ogi cal data shows that at the tinme of
the event, there was only a very slight wind, and the w nd
direction cane fromthe southwest, in this direction here.

We have spoken to energency responders who
noted a strong chlorine odor near Plank and Prescott,
which is shown here in yellow, which is over a mle and a
hal f away.

Responders stated that as they proceeded up
Chi ppewa toward the site, the odor was much | ess
prevalent. Ohers reported that they still noticed a
chlorine odor on the interstate a few hours after the
i nci dent occurred.

The East Baton Rouge emergency response system
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is adm nistered by the Ofice of Honeland Security and
Enmer gency Preparedness. Keith Cranford fromthis office
will be giving a presentation later this evening about the
energency notification system

So right now, I'mjust going to review the July
20 tinmeline for energency notification.

At 3:29 a.m, Honeywell used the East Baton
Rouge I -Notification systemto notify authorities of a
level 11l incident. A level Ill incident is defined by
East Baton Rouge as an incident wth off-site inpact.

At 4:00 a.m, the local siren system was used
to alert the community to shelter-in-place. At 4:03 a.m,
the autodi aler systemwas used to notify residents within
a half-mle to shelter-in-place.

Through interviews with sonme | ocal residents,
CSB | earned that residents outside the half-mle radius
could hear the siren and were confused by what it neant
for them because the had very little information.

And finally at 7:09 a.m, the all clear was
given, and the shelter-in-place advisory was |lifted.

That concl udes ny presentation on the first
incident. MKke Mrris will now tal k about the July 29
anti nony pentachloride incident.

MR. MORRIS: Thank you, Lisa.
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On July 29, nine days after the chlorine
rel ease, approximately 1:30 p.m, a worker at the
Honeywel | facility was engul fed by liquid spray and vapor
of spent antinony pentachloride, which was rel eased froma
ton cylinder.

The worker died fromthis exposure the next day
at East Baton Rouge General Hospital.

"1l give you a little bit about the
characteristics of spent antinony pentachloride and talk
about the uses at the Honeywell facility.

They use antinony pentachloride in their
processes to nake refrigerants. 1In these processes, the
anti nony pentachl ori de becones contam nated or spent and
must be collected and sent off site to a special facility
to be regenerat ed.

During shipnent the antinony is placed into ton
cylinders marked, antinony pentachloride. And once
regenerated, the now fresh antinony pentachloride is sent
back to the site and used agai n.

Now, sone information on the characteristics of
spent antinony pentachloride. 1It's a yellow to brown,
oily, fumng liquid that has a very offensive odor.

It is highly toxic, reacts violently with water
or noisture in the air, and nmay be fatal if inhaled,
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swal | owed or absorbed through the skin. Ant i nony
pentachloride is extrenmely destructive to human tissue.

This picture is an exanple of what |'ve been
referring to as a ton cylinder. This is a rack of ten ton
cyl i nders.

The main part of Honeywell's business here in
Bat on Rouge is the production and sale of refrigerants.
Refrigerant is produced on site and | oaded into ton
cylinders such as these. The cylinders are then sent off
site to their custoners

Custoners use the refrigerant and then send the
enpty cylinders back to Honeywell -- simlar to how you
m ght use and exchange your propane tank for your gas
grill.

So on a fairly consistent schedul e, Honeywel |
sends out full refrigerant cylinders and gets back enpty
ones. These cylinders are required to be tested and
certified every five years. This is a Departnent of
Transportation requirenent.

So when refrigerant cylinders cone into the
pl ant, they are separated into two piles -- one which can
be used right away -- the other pile, ones that nust be
prepped, prepared and set out for off-site testing.

On the day of the incident, the operator was
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working in this area shown here. This area handles only
refrigerant cylinders.

More specifically, the area shown in the
picture is where ton cylinders that used to contain
refrigerant are prepared for this off-site testing |
di scussed earlier.

This is the cylinder that was involved in the
incident. This is a view of the front ground | evel of the
refrigerant cylinders on the rack on the day of the
i nci dent.

The normal operation would be here that the
operator would bring ten cylinders fromthe pile that
required testing and place themon this rack. Next, hoses
such as these would be attached to the ton cylinders.

Any residual or small anmount of the refrigerant
gas that was left remaining in the cylinders would be
drained or sent to a stack.

Next, the operator will fill the cylinders with
an inert gas called nitrogen and then enpty it again, and
this will evacuate any refrigerant vapors that nay be left
i nside the cylinder.

Once this is conpleted, the operator will then
open the cylinder up by renmoving all the val ves, plugs and
pressure-relief devices. Then the enpty cylinders are now
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ready to be sent off site for the testing.

Al'l of the cylinders on the rack the day of the
incident were | abeled as refrigerant cylinders, such as
was this cylinder, the one involved in the incident, as
you can see here, chlorodifluoronethane. This a
refrigerant gas.

The operator invol ved had worked at Honeywel |
for approxinmately four years. He had been working in this
particular area only a few weeks and had just recently
conpleted his on-the-job training in this new area.

Bank to the picture fromground | evel, front
side of the cylinders. Keep in mnd these pictures were
taken prior to anything being noved in this area. So this
is what the scene | ooked |like the day of the incident.

Notice all of the other cylinders are hooked up
to the drain hoses, except this cylinder. This is the
cylinder involved in the incident.

The evi dence shows that the operator drained
the other cylinders, but did not drain this cylinder, due
to the valves on this cylinder being stuck closed.

We cannot yet explain why the operator did what
he did next. Wtnesses state that they saw the operator
approachi ng the back of the cylinder with this inpact
wr ench.
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This is a common tool used at the plant to
remove plugs, nuts and bolts -- that type of thing. You
m ght see it when they change the tires on your car. |It's
the sanme type of tool they use then.

This is a picture of the back of the ton
cylinder involved in the incident. Notice the three
pl ugs.

The operator approached this specific cylinder
shown here. Then the operator with the inpact wench
removed the plug fromthe cylinder, that he was unable to
drain or verify as enpty.

Upon renoving the plug, the operator was
engulfed in a liquid spray that shot back several feet and
formed a large cloud in the area.

This cloud was visible for a short tine from
off site, though it dissipated prior to having any major
of f-site inpact.

The operator, visibly disoriented by this
hi gh- pressure spray, stunbled out of the vapor cloud and
was hel ped to a safety shower.

After several mnutes under the safety shower,
he was taken to the plant first aid station, then
transported to East Baton Rouge General Hospital, where
the operator died the next day as a result of this
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exposure.

The cylinder involved in this incident again
was | abeled as a refrigerant. Analysis of the contents of
this cylinder has determned it contained a |arge
guantity, not of refrigerant, but of spent antinony
pent achl ori de.

The CSB has been able to trace this cylinder
back to 1998, to El Segundo, California, to a Honeywell

facility, simlar to the operations at Baton Rouge,

Loui si ana.

However, the El Segundo, California facility is
now closed. It was in the process of closing dowm at this
time.

Now, this cylinder -- the one involved in the
incident -- along with ten other cylinders left E

Segundo, | abel ed as spent antinony pentachloride, on its
way to a regenerator, which is called CNM,in Denver
Col or ado.

When this conmpany, CNM, received the el even
cylinders, they could not verify the contents of four of
them They couldn't determ ne whether it was spent
anti nony pentachloride or not.

After discussions with Honeywel|l personnel, the
conpany | abel ed these four cylinders that it could not
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identify, as refrigerant cylinders --

chl or odi fl uor onet hane, as you saw in the picture, and on
Decenber 10, 1998, shipped these four cylinders to
Honeywel | in Baton Rouge, where they sat in the pile,

| abel ed as refrigerant cylinders until July 29, 2003.

The other three cylinders, which had the
stenciling changed, were isolated at the plant and have
been determ ned to contain refrigerant gas.

In this case, the CSB is focusing on and is
interested in the follow ng: ton cylinder operating
trai ning, standard operating procedures, and the changing
of the labeling on the ton cylinder.

Now M. Banks will discuss the August 13
hydrofluoric acid incident.

MR. BANKS: Thank you, M ke. Good eveni ng.

For the next portion of ny presentation, | wll
be presenting the prelimnary findings of our
i nvestigative hydrofluoric acid incident, which occurred
on August 13, 2003. In this incident, two enpl oyees were
exposed.

Before starting, however, just as Lisa and
M ke, I'll give you sonme of the characteristics and health
effects of HF, as it's called in the industry, HF acid or
hydrof l uori c aci d.
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HF is a colorless, fumng liquid or gas with a
strong, irritating odor. It can produce serious health
effects by any route of exposure.

These effects are due to the fluoride ions
aggressive, destructive penetration of tissues and exceeds
beyond scarring and burns, to where extensive exposure
| eads to | ower |evels of potassium calcium magnesiumin
t he body.

HF is irritating to the skin, eyes and mucus
menbranes. I nhal ation may cause respiratory irritation
and/ or henorrhage. The routes of exposure can be through
i nhal ation, skin or eye contact or ingestion.

This incident occurred on August 13, 2003, at
approximately 9:30 a.m In this incident, tw enpl oyees
wer e exposed and transported to Baton Rouge Ceneral
Hospital .

The first enployee, an operator, received an HF
exposure on his arm The second enpl oyee, a nai ntenance
supervi sor, experienced breathing problens after assisting
t he operator.

Wiile a visible cloud was observed, no off-site
i npact has been reported. Frominterviews and
observations, there's no obvious equi pnent danmage
associated with this incident.
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After the initial chlorine release on July 20,
the entire plant was shut down. After the event on July
29 with the antinony pentachl oride, the CEO ordered the
entire plant to remain shut down, until assurances could
be obtained that the plant could be operated safely.

These assurances were to be directed to the
operating plant, personnel and the community. Procedure
checks were in the process of being conducted, in addition
to inspection of equipnent.

Through this process, it was determ ned that
the rapid shutdown that was required after the July 20
incident, left liquid HF in the plant that needed to be
renoved

At this point, the decision was nmade to renove
the liquid HF fromthe plant. A decision was made to use
a Venturi stick. As | prepared this presentation, |1've
been asked many tines, what a Venturi stick is.

| f you've ever had occasion to use a garden
spray to fertilize your lawn or flowers, the container
that you attach to the garden hose that has the tube going
down is using the Venturi principle.

The water going across that orifice creates a
si phon and draws the liquid with the water to the desired
spot. 1'll show you a picture of the Venturi stick
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shortly.

There was a system for renoving HF in a gaseous
state, but it didn't allow for the renoval of liquid. The
operators comenced with the renoval of HF over a
two-shift period that began the previous night.

The first shift went snmoothly w thout incident.

Three hours into the next shift, an incident occurred.

Now, here's a picture of the Venturi stick that
was involved in this incident. 1It's nerely a one-inch
pi pe that's connected to copper tubing, that's connected
to a vessel that's involved with the HF system

Water is routed through this pipe to the sewer.

And, just like the garden sprayer, it draws a vacuum on
this systemand routes that to the sewer.

In addition to this vacuum ng effect, there's
200 pounds of nitrogen pressure applied at the top end of

the systemto add sonme push.

You'll note that this Venturi stick is secured
with a rope. It's also inportant to note that this
bracing that we see here was added after the fact. It was

not secured prior to this incident.

These pipe stubs are routed to the sewer, that
coul d be used for any of these Venturi sticks.

Now, this is the opposite end of that
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connection | nentioned earlier, the copper tubing going to
the vaporizer. You'll notice there's a block val ve
directly above that. The operator will close this valve
after the incident occurred.

In the sinplified diagram of the process, al
of the areas that are denoted in yellow are a part of that
liquid HF system W have a surge drum two punps, piping
and a vapori zer.

The copper tubing is represented here. Here's
that block belt | showed you earlier. And the water's
routed through this Venturi stick. And it inturnis
routed to the sewer, which is represented by this pipe
t here.

As nentioned earlier, nitrogen is unregul ated
at 200 per square inch and is routed through the surge
drum t hrough one of two punps to the HF vaporizer and
pushed and pulled by the Venturi stick.

Now, in the process of renmoving this liquid HF
the operator felt that there was sone sort of bl ockage in
the system |In an attenpt to clear that bl ockage, he
bl ocked in or closed the valves on the suction side of the
punps.

And when he reopened them there was a surge of
pressure, which forced HF to the sewer and overwhel ned
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that system and caused t he backsplash of the material that
was being routed to the sewer, where he noticed the red
mark on this arm felt that he had been exposed to HF and
i mredi ately went to the safety shower.

Two mai nt enance supervisors were in the area,
saw t he operator under the safety shower, went to offer
assi stance. One of these mai ntenance supervisors went to
get assistance fromthe first aid departnment, the other
assisted the operator as he was in the shower.

Here we have a picture of the safety shower
that the operator used. That's contained in this yellow
box. In this yellow box here is where that valve is
that's connecting that copper tubing to this vapori zer.

So he closed the valve there and went directly
to the safety shower. And approxinmately 25 to 30 feet to
the left of this gentlenen is where that Venturi stick
operati on was ongoi ng.

So the proximty of this safety shower to where
he was exposed probably helped to mnimze the anmount of
burn that he received fromthis exposure.

Bot h enpl oyees proceeded to first aid. The HF
burn victim the victimthat got the splash of HF on his
arm was treated with cal cium gluconate, which a treatnent
medi um for hydrofluoric acid to mnimze the effects of
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The mai ntenance supervisor initially went to
the staging area for a head count. And it was there that
he started to experience a coughing spell. At that point
he went to the first aid departnent hinself, and both
enpl oyees were transported to the hospital.

The enpl oyee that received the splash on the
armwas treated and rel eased. The nmai ntenance supervi sor
t hat experienced breathing difficulties was held
overnight, treated with oxygen and observed. And the next
day he was rel eased.

Nei t her enpl oyee reports any adverse
aftereffects after |eaving the hospital that next day.

One thing that the teamwould |ike you to take
away fromthis particular incident is that HF is very
unforgiving. In nost of the case studies that we have the
occasion to exam ne, there's very severe burns, scarring,
severe health effects from bei ng exposed to HF

The use of the rope for the Venturi stick
contributed mghtily to this incident, in that the stick
was unsecured and al |l owed for backflow of material .

In spite of the fact that these two enpl oyees
were able to go honme and not have any aftereffects, the
consequence coul d have been nuch worse, had the
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ci rcunst ances changed ever so slightly.

This concludes ny portion of the presentation,
and I'Il turn the proceedi ngs back over to Ms. Long.
Thank you for your attention.

M5. LONG That concl udes our presentation of
the prelimnary findings.

At this point in our investigation, we are
continuing to collect evidence for each incident, such as
cool er failure node analysis for the first incident,

i nformation regarding the m slabeling for the second
incident, and information regarding industry best
practices for HF handling in the third incident.

Once we have all of this information, we wll
conplete our analysis. This analysis will allow us to
determ ne underlying or root and contributing causes for
each of the incidents, as well as determ ne any causes
that we find in common for all three of the incidents.

Based on the evidence we've collected so far,
we're particularly interested in hazard eval uati on,
equi pnent nai nt enance, plant procedures versus industry
best practices, control roomintegrity, conmunity
notification and overriding saf ety managenent systens.

Now, once we have determ ned root and
contributing causes, we w || devel op recomendati ons
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addressed to Honeywel | and other rel evant agencies and
or gani zati ons.

And when this work is conplete, the staff wll
present its report to the Board in a public neeting, and
the Board will vote on whether or not to accept the
staff's anal ysis and recommendati ons.

Assumi ng that the Board accepts it, we wll
then work to ensure the inplenentation of our
recommendations to prevent future incidents throughout the
entire industry.

DR. PQJIE: Thank you, Lisa. Thank you, all the
team for that presentation

We al so believe that it would be inportant for
this Board to consider the issues of energency response
and energency preparedness and energency notification.

So we've also invited M. Keith Cranford who,
as | stated earlier, is the deputy director to the Ofice
of Honel and Security and the O fice of Enmergency
Preparedness in the State of Loui siana.

Keith, thank you for appearing before us
tonight. And you have a short presentation to al so share
W th us.

MR. CRANFORD: Good evening. First of all
want to thank you all for com ng.
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We're the agency in East Baton Rouge Parish
that's responsible for working to ensure that the response
effort i s coordinated.

W work with all the different agencies, both
public, private and volunteer, throughout East Baton Rouge
Parish to plan for these events when they do happen, to
gi ve the best response.

But an inportant piece of that response is the
fol ks out there, because no matter how good a plan we
make, if you don't know what your role is and how to
respond to an event, then it |essens our ability to handl e
that event, or it |lessens the success that we'll have in
handl i ng t hat event.

So I want to thank you for com ng out tonight.

| also want to thank the Chemi cal Safety Board for com ng
down to evaluate this incident, because we're always
trying to build a better nousetrap.

So if they can provide us with input that wll
help us to help you better, then we definitely encourage
their input, and we want to thank them for com ng down.

Wth that, East Baton Rouge Parish houses an
al | hazards energency operation plan. This plan you can
find on the internet. There's a link on there that you
can pull up to view this plan.
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We publish this plan. 1It's also out at the
libraries.

The plan includes an all hazards approach.
That's both natural and man-nmade di sasters, which includes
hazardous materials all the way through to terrorism and
weapons of nmass destruction.

This plan al so includes what the different
response agencies, both public and private, through East
Bat on Rouge Parish do in tinmes of energency operations and
how we' || respond to that event.

It includes evacuations, sheltering,
radi ol ogi cal operations, HAZMAT -- it goes through a whol e
list of the things that the plan covers.

First, howw !l you be notified in the event of
an energency. W have redundant notification systens in
East Baton Rouge Parish. That's both on the end comng in
to us and on the end going out to the public.

The I-Notification system which was nentioned
earlier, is a conputer-based internet system which the
pl ants along the industrial corridor have that system
within their plants, so they can notify us and each ot her
of an event when it occurs.

The I-Notification conputer that we have is
housed i n East Baton Rouge Parish enmergency center out on
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Hardi ng Bl vd, and is manned 24 hours a day by the Baton
Rouge fire departnment conmuni cations division. They get
the info in there.

The redundancy to that is the backup 911
system They can pick up the tel ephone and call us. This
conputer systemjust gives us a little bit better
information for the fire departnent to assess what they're
rolling into when they head out to a chem cal energency.

On the outgoing end fromus out to the parish,
we have the community alert system This systemis
conposed of three parts -- 19 sirens that are along the
river along the industrial corridor.

There is an autodi al er system which has the
capability of calling every resident in East Baton Rouge
Parish. The systemcan be tailored to do radi uses, street
addr esses.

We can basically tailor how we want to notify
and who we want to notify and deliver a prerecorded
message through the autodi al er system

And then we al so have school nonitors. And
t hose are school and hospital nonitors, and there's 41 of
t hose t hroughout East Baton Rouge Pari sh.

We al so contact the nmedia. W have a nedia fax
bl ast that we send out to the nedia. W can use the CAL
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systemto notify the nedia. W can also call themdirect
to Il et them know.

We have the Energalert systemthat interrupts
TV broadcasts, and you can have the crawl that's along the
bottom of the TV set, and the energency alert system which
has a broader reach out into all the nedia outlets in East
Bat on Rouge Pari sh.

And this goes outside of East Baton Rouge
Parish as radio signals and TV signals don't stop at the
borders.

We al so have the nobile sirens and the PA
systens |l ocated on the police cars and the fire engi nes
that are in those areas. And then we can go door to door,
if we have to.

And just sone of the information that we
provide, as far as what to do in response to a hazardous
material spill -- if you hear those sirens, that's when we
want you to go inside, tune to your local radio and TV
stations, because we send in the infornmation as we get it.

Avoi d the incident, know the neani ngs of what
the protective active neasures are, as far as
shelter-in-place and protecting your breathing, and if you
t hi nk you' ve been contam nated, contact your | ocal
authorities, 911, in East Baton Rouge Pari sh.
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What all the protective action reconmendati ons
or what do they nean -- basically there's the steps for
shelter-in-place. And I won't insult your intelligence by
goi ng through every one of them And also in the back,

what you want to do in case of an evacuation

And again we provide this information on
numer ous public information materials that we send out to
the public and that we give out in community neetings, and
things of this nature.

And again this is to protect your breathing and
the all clear. Once the all clear is given, that neans
the energency is over, and you can resume nornm
activities.

This is your part that you play when the
incident occurs. And it is very inportant that when we
gi ve out these protective active recommendati ons that you
follow these. Again, it's for your safety, and it's
precautionary.

You shoul d al so have a di saster plan and neet
with your famly and di scuss that plan, so that you know
what to do when events happen that could affect you.

Know what the energencies are in your area, and
what coul d happen in your area. Ildentify neeting places
if you get separated, and contact nunbers to contact
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folks. And then practice it, so your kinds know what to
do.

And then here's the recommendation for a
di saster supply kit. And again we provide all this
i nformati on on our website and through numerous
publications. And then an energency car kit for your car.

And if you have any questions, you can contact
us at the 389-2100 nunber, which is the enmergency
operations center, which is |located again on Hardi ng Bl vd.

And you can access our website to get nore
information, and follow up on the information that 1've
provi ded here tonight.

Thank you.

DR. PQJIE: Thank you very much, Keith. W
appreciate that information. And for those of you who
need to get additional information, he's here right now,
and he al so gave you that information in his slide
presentati on.

Let ne at this noment in tinme on behalf of the
U. S. Chem cal Safety Board al so express our condol ences to
the famly of Delvin S. Henry and to his friends, his
col | eagues and co-workers, who was fatally killed in the
anti nony pentachl ori de event.

W al so send our condol ences to all those who
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have received an enornous anmpbunt of worry and concern over
the chlorine event and the event involving hydrofluoric
aci d. These are matters will leave an indelible mark in
this community.

And the best honor that we can think of as the
Chem cal Safety Board is to continue with our work,
hopefully to Il earn the | essons that are best |earned from
these three events, and to teach themin ways that wll be
preventative in the future.

We're thankful that so many of you turned out,
as | said earlier. W also have nine people who have
asked to have the opportunity to speak to us this evening,
and I'Il call you in the order that you signed up with our
staff person, Tasha Ball ard, outside.

We ask you to keep your remarks brief to allow
everybody the tine to talKk.

The first person who signed up is Charnel
Young.

Ms. Young, please cone to the m crophone so
that we can all hear you clearly. And we do have your
contact information as you signed in. And thank you for
taking the opportunity to share your remarks with the
audi ence this eveni ng.

M5. YOUNG First of all I was involved in the
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July 20 chlorine | eak. And I'm understanding tonight that
they said the spill happened at 3:05 a.m | also work for
Honel and Security at Baton Rouge airport.

| had to be at work at 4:00 a.m that norning.
The last time | |ooked at ny clock, it was 3:45. That's
the last thing that | can renenber.

| called 911. M first response to them-- the
reason why |I'mso upset is that today is ny first tine
hearing ny 911 tape.

My first response to themwas that Exxon had a

spill, because the snell had taken nme over. | couldn't
even catch ny breath. | didn't even know who | was. |
didn't even know where | was going. | have a copy of this
t ape.

This is a list of medications that | have been
on since July 20. The first person that got to ne that
nmorni ng was the fire departnent, because | could not tel
t hem exactly where | was.

The fire departnent was the first one to get to
me. The 911 guys stayed on the phone with ne. He said,
No, ma'am There's no chemicals in the air. No one has
reported a chemcal spill. Do you have a health problenf

The only health problem| had at this tinme is
hypertension. | have never been on Valium Prozac, Paxil,
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Xanax, Anbient.

" mworking to secure the public as well as
what M. Keith is doing. |I'mon ny way to work. | had to
be at work at 4:00 a.m This is a copy of ny nedical

records. This is the things that | have been through.

| have had a heart test done. | have had ot her
surgeries done. | have anxiety attacks. | have
depression attacks. | have a nine-year-old and a 16-year-

old that | can't even take care of.

On that norning, when | got to Baton Rouge
Ceneral, | was the first one there. Baton Rouge General
had no idea what | was there or what had happened. They
were working on nme for about 15 or 20 m nutes before any
of Honeywel | enpl oyees got there.

Until 12:30 that norning, ny fiance was sitting
on beside the bed. They cane himand told ne, M. Young,
you need to take a drug test, because your job is
requesting it.

| work for the federal government. Wy are
they requesting it? M fiance told them She don't work
for Honeywell. This is about 12:30. You don't work for
Honeywel | ?

At this time, | know everything. [If I'm not
m st aken, ny nenory is very bad. M short termnenory is
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shot. You tell me that it was chlorine that was in the
air. 1've never had a nervous problem

It was a Chrissy or Mssy that was on the side
of me. She was having heart problens, which she had had
before. She al so worked for Honeywell. They rushed her
to Lane Menorial, because her doctor would not see her at
Bat on Rouge Ceneral .

Timot hy or Timry, whatever his nanme was, they
took himto ICU.  These people got to the hospital after
me. |'mlooking at ny nedical records right now | did
not get to Baton Rouge Ceneral until 4:45. This is the
time they started treating ne.

You're going to tell ne that this spill
happened at 3:05? And at 3:47, the 911 people did not
know about it? No one knew about it. The fire departnent
got to nme first. The state police got to nme second. EMS
got to ne third.

When | got to Baton Rouge CGeneral, they did not
wash me down. Right now | have a bag of nedication | use.

| use three creans on ny skin daily, one steroid and two
that I had to keep the burning sensation out of ny face.

When Honeywel | enpl oyees got to the hospital,

t hey washed t hem down. But they thought | was having a
heart attack. They didn't know what was wong with ne
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until Honeywell got their people to the hospital.

So what | want to know, Keith, is how | ong has
this alarm system been in effect? -- because if |'m not
m staken, it was either me getting into the fire truck or
into EMS anmbul ance when | heard the sirens. And this is
way after four o'clock.

So what tine did the alarmgo off? Wat tine
did they report it? And another thing, | know that the
chlorine took over the control center, because all of this
time, the plant managers is wal ki ng through the energency
room not knowi ng that I wasn't an enpl oyee.

They di scussed everything. | know that the
Honeywel | enpl oyees had to kick down a steel door that was
at the medical or first aid center and bl ock this steel
door up in order so that they could survive.

| know all of this. So don't tell nobody el se
that the public was not affected. | have co-workers that
was on their way to Baton Rouge airport, that went through
the sane thing, that have worked in a plant and told ne,

H s w ndows was down al so.

But when he snelled it, he hit the accel erator,
and put his wi ndows up, because he knew what he was goi ng
t hr ough.

| have lived six bl ocks from Dow Chem cal for
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38 years of ny life, and I have never in ny life snelled
anything like I snelled that nmorning. Never in ny life.

So don't tell ne that this was reported on
time. | have a 911 tape. It was not reported on tine.
And I'"'mgoing to share all of ny information with you all.

You can nake copies. You can pass it around, whatever
you would like to do with it.

DR. PQJE: W wel conme the receipt of your
i nformation. Thank you very nuch

M5. YOUNG This is all of ny doctor bills
There are pictures of ny face, because after Baton Rouge
Ceneral found out | wasn't a Honeywel|l enployee, | was
rel eased, sent hone, started burning, called back to Baton
Rouge General, called R ver Wst Mdical Center, called
Poi son Contr ol

They told nme to go and be treated because of ny
skin. These are the pictures that | have, and you can
have copi es of them al so.

DR PQOE: W will make copies of your
materials and return these to you, but thank you for
sharing that information.

The next speaker is Matthew Bowran. W I
Mat t hew pl ease cone to the m crophone?

And for the sake of everybody, could you pl ease
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stand close to the m crophone so that we can all hear you.

MR. BOAWAN:. | have a couple of quick
guestions. The first question | have is, is there a
buffer zone between the chem cal plant and the
subdi vision? |Is there one required.

DR. PQJE: |Is there a --

MR. BOMWAN:. A buffer zone.

DR. PQJE: A buffer zone. Again, | would turn
it over to ny investigator, but our purpose here is to
gather information. So if we don't have the answer to
that question, we will be using the questions raised here
to help us further our investigative efforts.

M5. LONG | showed the nmap earlier, and |
think it showed that the plant is close to the nearest
residential area here. And | don't believe that there is
any buffer zone in place, any zoning coordi nates that
woul d be --

MR. BOAWAN: Ckay. So when they have a spill,
there's no way of protecting the people in the subdivision
there? W live right upon the plant. And when there's a
rel ease, we gets it, but at the sanme tinme you said we
hadn't gotten anything at the fence. It stops at the
fence.

M5. LONG No. Just showing the picture --
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your question about a buffer zone. The community is quite
close to the plant.

MR. BOAWAN:. Ckay. Are there any guarantees
that they can protect the safety of the people living in
t hat subdi vi si on?

DR. PQJE: | understand the point you're
raising. The Board is not capable of going to any
industrial facility and determ ning whether there can be a
guarantee of safety at that facility to its workforce, to
its surrounding conmunity.

W're trying to find out why these three events
happened, and make that known to as many people as
possi bl e.

So we will seek to understand all the matters
that were raised today by this audi ence and by our staff.

But we're not finished the investigation yet.

W will wel cone your questions, though. And
we'll entertain themas we conpl ete our work.

MR. BOAWAN:. Ckay. One |ast question. On July
20, they said that the siren went off and they called
people at hone. | didn't know nothing about it until
woke up that norning.

DR PQIE: W will certainly seek to understand
further fromyou where you live within the zone.
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BOAMWAN: Wthin two-tenths of a mle.

PQJE: Two-tenths of a mle.

S

BOWAN:. Less than that, really.

DR. PQJE: Those are very inportant points.
We're interested knowi ng how the system of energency
notification is.

We wel come your standing in front of us today
and giving us your assessnent to what happened t hat
eveni ng and how you responded to the notification system
as described to. So thank you for sharing that with us.

MR. BOWAN:. Ckay. That's it.

DR. PQJE: The next person | have is M.

Shirl ey Bowran.

M5. BOAWAN: |'mthinking about this
shelter-in-place thing. W are poor people in that
nei ghbor hood. Sone of the house you m ght as well shove
up under a tree. Sone of the houses have hol es.

| mean, we shelter-in-place for what? To die?

It's not safe sonetine in sone of the houses to
shelter-in-place. This is a poor neighborhood. 1It's old
houses.

l"monly saying that the shelter-in-place for
sone people is like saying, Stay there and die. The
houses is very old. |It's a poor, poor neighborhood.
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Coul d you do better than just shelter-in-place?
What about sticking sone boards up there or sonething.
W' re poor.

DR. PQJE: Thank you very much. Cearly the
shel ter-in-place concept is contingent upon the ability to
mai ntain an isolated environnent for people.

The next person we have on our list is M.

W son Turner.

M. Turner, do you still wi sh to speak?

(No response.)

DR PQJE: Ckay. [|'ll call himagain |ater.
The next person is Ms. Ann Rol fus.

M5. ROLFUS: Hello and thanks for comng. M
name is Ann Rol fus, and | direct a group called the
Loui si ana Bucket Bri gade.

We give these buckets, which are right here, to
peopl e who live next to oil refineries and chem cal plants
for just this kind of situation, so that people can test
the air after an accident.

Wi | e Honeywel | began sanpling the air,
according to what you all have said, at 5:30 in the
nor ni ng.

And the State seened to have slept in a couple
of hours until 7:13 a.m, Sonya Thomas here was up at 3:45

NEAL R GROSS & CO., |INC.
(202) 234- 4433




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

56

taking an air sanple within the walls of her home and
showed that there was exposure in her hone.

I"d like to make five points, and I won't take
too much tine. But there are two overriding themes. One
is -- I'"'mgoing to touch on this issue of nonitoring,
because if you don't know what's in the air, howin the
worl d can you possi bl e evacuate anyone?

|"msure that part of the problemthat there
was With the enmergency evacuation systemand the sirens is
this long | apse between the rel ease and the nonitoring
t hat was done.

And the other is that these accidents really
hi ghlight for us the system c problens with Louisiana.

So while we're all tal king about
shel ter-in-place and i ssues of buffer zones, specific to
t hese accidents, you can go up and down these rivers and
over to Lake Charles, and these sane situations play out
agai n and agai n.

So | would hope that sone of your
recommendati ons applied specifically to Honeywel|l m ght
al so be applied to sone of the general problens that we
have here.

My first comment that | want to make is that
Honeywel | rel eased contradictory statenents, regarding
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what they rel eased that night.

They clainmed to the nedia, to sone of the
reporters here, that Honeywel| began testing the air of
t he surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods about 5:00 a.m and found
now cheni cal exposure.

And yet tonight we |learned fromyou that in
fact they did take an air sanple, and in fact they did
find chlorine in the air at the |evel of parts per
mllion.

| would ask that you include in you all's
anal ysis, an analysis of these public statenents that
Honeywel | did nmake on that day, because they are
m sl eading the public in the best scenario and lying to
the public in the worst scenario.

Not only does Honeywel| need to be addressed,
but also sone of the state representatives. This is from
an Associ ated Press report the day of the July 20
accident, "State police trooper Johnny Brown says that air
nmoni t or showed no hazardous chemcals by 9:00 a.m"

Vell, he wasn't exactly |ying because he says
by 9 aam But again, this is a very m sl eadi ng statenent,
and it certainly looks |ike collusion with the industry.

And then the final statement that's made in
regard to this nonitoring is by the fire departnent
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spokesman, Howard Ward. This is from The Advocate, when

he says that "Mnitors found no evidence of exposure
outside the facility."

And we | earned tonight that that's actually not
at all true. So that's nunber one. Please include that
in your analysis. This is a terrible problemwhere you
have PR people and state officials comng out and lying to
t he public.

Nunber two is just a sinple fact. Residents
wer e exposed. The woman who started proved that. Sonya is
going to talk in a second about the air sanple. W have
not only anecdotal information, but we have two air
sanpl es taken that night.

Nunmber is three was al ready expressed.

Shel ter-in-place does not work. Even a wonderfully
constructed hone, it doesn't work. And |I'msure you al
are aware of the facilities.

And | woul d encourage you, sir, who is in
charge of the Enmergency Preparedness -- really, maybe we
can work together to rethink that strategy. One of Ms.
Thomas' sanpl es was taken inside her hone that night.

Chem st WI| ma Suber, who's highly respected
around the country -- 1'll just give you one paragraph
from her analysis of these sanples -- says they didn't
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test for chlorine but they did find chem cals that could
have been rel eased in conjunction with the chlorine

rel ease, "The health inpacts of the chlorine and

fl uorocarbons are simlar and correspond to the health
effects recorded by community nmenbers during the event."

So community nenbers were exposed.

Nunber four, | have a list of nine questions
which | won't read. But about this air nonitoring that
happened, | hope that again, in your analysis of this
accident, you will do an analysis of their nonitoring.

We'd like to know things |ike what are the
detection limts of their equipnment? Wat chemcals were
tested for? How nmany sanples were taken, etc.

Agai n, we ask those questions right after this
accident, and we were given no infornmation.

My | ast point is about hydrofluoric acid. |'m
sure you all know very well that there are safer
alternatives to hydrofluoric acid.

We've actually had a canpai gn now for about
nine nmonths in the town of Chalnmette, Louisiana, not to
far from here, asking Exxon-Mbil to phase out the
hydrofluoric acid. They get their HF from Honeywel |.
There's no reason to use this deadly substance any nore.

So we ask you to look into that as part of your
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anal ysis al so. Wy not encourage and force these
facilities to use alternatives that they're using in other
states?

That's all. Thanks a lot for all of your work,
and we' Il be submtting sonme things in witing.

DR. PQJE: Thank you for your comments, in
addition to these materi al s.

Ms. Sonya Thomas?

M5. THOVAS: Not to just reiterate what Ann has
said, ny biggest concern which hurt nme the nbst was the
right-out lying that Honeywel|l was saying there was
not hi ng wong and ignoring the community that | live in.

W were affected. | proved that, and I showed
that. During the press rel ease, we handed out a copy of
all the chemcals that were found in the air sanples that
| took inside of ny hone and outside of ny hone.

So that's, like | said, the biggest problem
that | do have is the flat-out lying. And | don't know
what they feel to gain by that. But they're hurting, and
we are hurting. M community is hurting. And we're
scar ed.

That is the biggest thing. W're scared. W
al nost sleep with our clothes on, dressed, because we
don't know what's going to happen. | have a child in that
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house.

|"mold enough. |'mexposed. But |I'mtrying
to get her out of there. |If | can get away, that's ny
bi ggest thing right now But | cannot afford to get away
fromthere.

It's just the lying that has nme nore upset than
anyt hi ng el se.

DR. PQJE: Thank you so nuch for your comments.

M. George G bbons? Okay. 1'Il call him
agai n.

Mel ani e Heck?

M5. HECK: Again we thank you for holding the
nmeeting, but | have sone extra concerns regarding the
energency alert entire programthat was supposed to have
happened on any of those three events.

We, the residents, straight across from
Honeywel | chal l enge the statenent that a siren was
sounded, the CAL notifi ed.

We have police that barricade Chi ppewa so that
no one can go and conme, but no police cone in the
nei ghbor hood. No negaphones. No one even said shelter in
pl ace.

You had to snell it. You had to throw up like
| did, like ny kids did, before we knew to shelter in
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pl ace. Nobody told us to shelter in place.

M. Keith, give us a tineline of your energency
alert systemon any of the three events.

DR. PQJIE: Thank you.

Ms. Fl orence Robi nson?

M5. ROBINSON: | don't |ive anywhere near
Honeywel I . Thank God. But 1've had plenty of experience
wi th what the people in that nei ghborhood are
experiencing, because | lived in Al sen.

So many of the comments you' ve heard al ready
are just so applicable to things we have experienced in
Al sen and that have been experienced by conmunities all up
and down the river in these industrial areas.

| visited the Honeywell community in the week
following the July 20 spill. | went along with a group of
menbers of the Students Environnent Coalition door to
door, talking to people.

We asked peopl e what they had experienced.
After they told us what they had experienced, we gave them
informati on and urged themto seek nedical help if they
had experienced any of the synptons, because | know
personal |y from experience, that when you have these kind
of exposures, it's not over.

This is sonmething you're going to carry with
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you for the rest of your life.

Afewthings I'd |like to know First, the
timelines. |1 just want to go back and reenphasi ze t hese
tinelines. The spill began at approximately 3:00 a. m
Honeywel | did not begin taking neasurenents until around
5:00 a. m

DEQ -- and this was reported in the
newspaper -- began taking neasurenents at 6:00 a. m
Honeywel | ' s neasurenents initially at the gates of their
plant were 1.2 parts per mllion. DEQ reports its
off-site readings at |less than 0.35 parts per mllion.

Wen | talked wth people in the area wthin a
hal f-m | e radius, and sonme beyond the half-mle radius,
found people who said, yes, they woke up to the snell of
sonmething |i ke bleach. Yes, they experienced burning of
their nose and their eyes and their throats.

That's one to three parts per mllion. O her
peopl e tal ked about strong burning of their eyes, their
nose and their throats. That's five to 15 parts per
mllion.

And quite a few people that we tal ked to spoke
of thensel ves getting nauseous and vomting violently, or
ot her nmenbers of their famly vomting violently. That's
30 parts per mllion. But DEQ and Honeywel| say there was
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no off-site contam nation

Incidentally, with the second spill, the
antinony spill, as soon as it happened, | called DEQ and
| urged themto take nore tinely readings.

So we see a wide variety of synptons of people
who live off site, some of them beyond the half-mle
radi us, and sone of the incidentally, what you would cal
upw nd, because nost of the people we talked to lived on
the south side of Chippewa.

And t hese peopl e were experiencing these severe
synpt ons.

We m ght note that antinony chloride is
mut ageni ¢ and teratogenic. |In other words it causes gene
changes, and it harns unborn children. Wat provision for
the long-termnonitoring and care of the people in the
area surroundi ng Honeywel | ?

| think there's sonme very specia
consi derations here. Many of the people in the area don't
have transportation. Again we are |ooking at a group of
nost |y honeowners.

These are people, who in the quest of trying to
follow the great Anmerican dream of owni ng your own hone,
got a hone in the only place they could afford.

Many of these people do not have
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transportation. So that when things happen, they can't go
anywhere. And even after it happens -- we're talking to
peopl e that don't have a way to get to the doctor.

You have to consider these kinds of things in
your Chem cal Safety Board. You have to consider what
your comrunities are |ike around industries, before you
can go around issuing permts. You ve got to see what is
real .

We tal k about shelter-in-place, which is the
bi ggest, cruel est joke ever perpetuated. W' ve been
tal ki ng about energency response. W've been talking to
energency response. | know | have been nmeki ng comments on
record for better than 13 years about energency response.

Shelter-in-place in south Louisiana is sinply
not an option. Nunber one, the honmes, as soneone has
clearly pointed out, are oftentines poorly insul ated.

You're tal king about -- | don't' know how ruch
the control facility costs at Honeywell with its positive
systemto prevent toxics fromcomng in, and guess what,

t hey cane in.

Now, what about these people in ordinary honmes?
VWhat do you expect? O course that stuff's going to cone
in.

Not only does it enter their honmes, but then it
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gets trapped in their honmes. So they sit there breathing
this same concentrated stuff over and over again, while
supposedly they're supposedly sheltering-in-place.

You're telling themto cut off their fans, cut
off their air conditioners, cut off all this kind of
stuff, shut up their doors and wi ndows, and it's July?
Cone on, folks, be real.

Shelter-in-place is just not an option. W're
tal ki ng about peopl e who because they've lived in this
comunity for years, have received nunerous exposures.
They're suffering fromcunul ative effects, and they are
nore sensitive.

Wen | went to that community, one of the
reasons | had the students with ne was because | knew |
personal ly could not walk the streets. |'ve had chronic
exposures, and |I'mvery sensitive.

So | sat in ny air-conditioned car with ny
wi ndows rolled up. Every now and then | woul d get out of
the car and go and talk to sonmebody who was havi ng real
effects.

Just frombeing in that community -- and this
is just an ordinary day. This is not in the aftermath of
a spill; this is just an ordinary day -- | could feel the
chemcals. | could feel themon ny skin. | could fee

NEAL R GROSS & CO., |INC.
(202) 234- 4433




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

67

themin ny nose. | could feel ny sinuses swelling.

So what were the levels of the chem cals just
on an ordinary day. And again | say to both DEQ and
Honeywel I, either your nonitoring systemis
mal functioning, or it's not sensitive enough, or you're
just outright |ying.

What is needed in all of these conmunities is
continuous online, realtine nonitoring systenms with w nd
di rection and speed.

And there's a great, great fallacy with
energency response. And | know | reported this at |east
13 years ago. It requires a human being -- usually a
pl ant manager -- to nake a decision that a spill is
serious enough that it needs to be reported.

And they're always trying to cover their
tracks. So they're not going to make that decision unti
they're absolutely forced to. In the nmeantinme people in
the community are getting exposed.

So that emergency response system has got to be
tied in directly to these realtinme, online continuous
em ssion systens. And until we get serious about things
like that, we're going to keep having these kinds of
pr obl ens.

M. Hol den nade a comment about having
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nmonitors, and he expressed concern about the seat of
governnment being so close to industry -- the governor's
mansi on and the | egislative house.

Well, | don't share these concerns with M.

Hol den. | woul d hope that an angel of the Lord would go
into these buildings and woul d guide out the extrenely few
rare, caring, honest people and let the rest of them get
their behinds gassed to death.

Maybe if they experienced the kind of exposures
t hat we have had, maybe they would be a little bit nore
intelligent in some of the decisions they nake in that
| egi sl ati ve body.

Thank you very much

DR. PQJE: Ms. Laurie Virgis?

M5. VIR@S: That was a tough act to foll ow,

Ms. Florence. Good afternoon. M nane is Laurie Virgis.
| serve as the netropolitan council person for Counci
District 10, where the Honeywel | plant is | ocated.

And | just wanted to stand this afternoon to
say, | really do care. | understand the seats of
government, but what it boils down is the people, just
i ke you and ne.

And when you're investing your hones and you're
i nvesting your comrunity, you expect to have a certain
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quality of life, regardl ess whether it's a poor
nei ghbor hood or rich nei ghborhood; neverthel ess, hones
shoul d al ways be hones.

| listened to sone of the coments. | do
apol ogize that | did walk into the neeting late. But I
understand the concerns with the tinelines, the response
from our Honel and Security.

| just want to publicly stand and pl edge to you
today that whatever we need to do as a governnent to
i nprove the system the CAL system-- M. Florence,
don't mnd if we have to stand on the seats, stand on the
state capitol, and go visit our friend M. Bush -- to
figure out what we need to do, because this is serious.
The bottomline is -- people always say that we got to be
crazy to serve on the city council, because we're the
cl osest to the people, neaning that we're the ones you see
every day. W're the ones you see in the grocery store.

But, neverthel ess, public service is about

people and their quality of life. | don't understand.
"' mnot a chem st. | don't understand the different
chem cal s.

| do appreciate the |lady being here with the
bucket. In fact, I wsh we had buckets all over East
Bat on Rouge Parish, because like Ms. Florence said, it's
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not just in our area.

Nort h Bat on Rouge has been experienci ng many
horror studies for years, and she's been fighting that
fight for a long tine.

| just want to say to you, that if you call ne,
we'll give you an answer. Hopefully it's an answer you're
| ooking for. If it's not, we'll push it to the very end.

| just want to say on behalf of the council --
well, this councilwoman -- that if we're not doi ng what
we're supposed to do, I'mwilling to do ny honework to
find out what we need to do to nmake it better, because you
do need to have the response.

| don't know what is the community outreach
programthat you all have, if there's any nechanismto
expand or to help in sone areas. | know there's sone
plants that go into conmmunities and help fix up honmes and
t hings of that nature.

| don't know if that is an armthat your
conpany has at this point, but if so, |I think for those
peopl e who can't afford the siding and the proper
whatever, | would like for you all to consider offering
that to the comunity.

We can't change what happened on those days.
But hopefully, we won't let it happen again. And ny heart

NEAL R GROSS & CO., |INC.
(202) 234- 4433




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

71

goes out to those people who have experienced nedi cal
concerns. And | hope and pray God that it's just for the
season, it's not for your lifetine.

| want to thank you all for comng, to at |east
give our community a chance to express their conments.
Hopefully the comments that they're taking that you'll go
back and cone back with some positive directives, so that
we can inprove our relationship both ways.

We understand that you' re here as a business.
But, like | said, this is where these people |ive.
They're raising their children. They' re going to school.

Everything that you and I want for our famly -- a good

quality of life.

So | ask for your favorable consideration and
what ever you can do for our community. Thank you. And I
really do care.

DR. PQJIE: Thank you very nuch. | do have two
peopl e who signed up, who did not cone when | called them

Let nme just call again.

Is M. WIlson Turner interested in speaking to
us this evening? How about M. Ceorge G bbons?

(No response.)

DR. PQJIE: For those of you who may know these
i ndividuals, we certainly would be happy to get their
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input at a future date.

| s there anyone el se in the audi ence who woul d
i ke to speak?

Pl ease, if you could, for the sake of our
information, state your name, and al so spell your nane.
That woul d just be very hel pful to us.

M5. PATIN. Good afternoon. M nane is Lilly
Mae Patin. | live at 2006 Madi son Avenue.

On the first incident that happened, | amvery,
very upset. | called Channel 2. | called Channel 9.
Nobody knew not hing. Wen | asked them what was goi ng on
What do you nean? | say, Wiat do you think I nmean?

They didn't nothing what's going on. | called
themat least 20 tinmes. It should be on sonebody's tape.
Then the fire marshal is going to tell nme -- it wasn't

the two and a half-mle radius. He was a liar.

And I"'mhere to tell himtonight, he's a liar,
because in ny hone, when | woke up, | couldn't even
breathe. | drunk coffee. It tasted so bad, | thought |
was | osing ny m nd.

| got an uncle behind ne, 72 years old, stil
living with sores fromthe top of his head to the bottons
of his feet. W had to rush himto the hospital. Don't
tell me none of that.
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I"mtired of being tired. And when it cone to
that part, and I'"'ma nother of three with five grandkids,
wi th asthma and everything el se.

Sonething's got to be done. It's tinme for a
change.

DR. PQJE: Thank you very much.

Sonebody else | was on this side. Please
approach the m crophone. And please again, for the sake
of our ability to record your information, if you could
state your nane clearly, but also spell your |ast nane,
pl ease.

MR GRIMES: MW nane is Sammy Gines. | live
at 1921 Ceneral Beauregard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70180.

|"ma community activist in this area. |'m
wi th Advocates for Change and a variety of other
organi zations. One of the things we're trying to do is
revitalize the conmmunity and revitalize the nei ghborhood.

Before | go into that I'd Iike to thank you
guys for being so candid and strai ghtforward. |
under st and these guys are here for information and
fact-finding and unbeknowi ng damage control, too.

But at the sanme tine, what I'd like to present
to you is the same thing that Laurie Virgis presented to
you.
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You have a variety of honmes. You coul d devel op
a community outreach. |If you | ook around, none of those
people in that community work at your plant. [If you | ook
around, your plant does not do anything for that
comunity.

There is nothing that conmes fromyour plant to
that community but catastrophes and di sasters, m suse,
abuse. That's all.

On the brighter side, you can't change what has
happened. You can filter it out. You can all get
together, try to work out whatever you want, cover up
what ever you want, do whatever you want.

But you can't change what happened. But you
can prevent, because sooner or later it's going to happen,
and you're ain't going to be able to cover it up.

But you can prevent. So here's an opportunity
for you guys to at |east reach out to this community, and
i ke she said, we got a |ot.

Every Saturday, one a nonth, we come through
here and we pai nt houses, anywhere from 12 to one to two.

And we cone back and redo again. W do repairs. Al of
this is for free.

There are a variety of organi zations that work
with us and try to get this here done in this area. You
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guys could be a spearhead up there to that conmunity.

You all have abused them not intentionally,
but it has happened. But the intentional part is
accepted, because of the fact that you have not accepted
your responsibility for it.

Here is your first step. And | think this is
beautiful. And again, it's ushered in by the candi dness
of these individuals here.

That is the thing that is here. You haven't
done anything for these people. It's time for you all to
start doing sonething for them Reach out. Try to help
themrepair their hones and everything else. You know the
condition of their conmunity.

| f sonmething drastic happens at your plant,
they're as good as dead. Shelter-in-place, it's not going
to happen. These guys comng to get them it's not going
to happen. That's a black community, m xed, affluent,

di verse, whatever -- they don't care; they really don't.

It's all about covering up whatever you al
have. So here's a chance for everybody to cone together.

| believe in the three P's -- no permanent enem es, no
permanent friends, only a permanent issue.

And the issue here is these people and their
comunity. They're honeowners.
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DR. PQJIE: Thank you. One nore over here, |
believe, raised their hand. |If not, then this gentlenen
her e.

MR WLLMER |'m Modell WIIner, a concerned
citizen of the East Baton Rouge Pari sh.

One of ny concerns is that 1'd like to ask
Honel and Security office, they do have a safe programthat
was instituted in the East Baton Rouge Parish -- the
community emergency response team

This neans that in every community, | hope that
they would set this programup, so that the people in that
community could know about any type of issue that occurs.

It's a very good program And it's been
instituted in East Baton Rouge Parish, but it's not have
been focused on enough. And I think we need to | ook at
that issue, because all the people in the community,
because as we tal k about shelter-in-place, that's just
out. It's not going to work, because you have to | ook at
the wi nd direction, upwi nd, downw nd, crossw nd, whatever
occurs.

If a chemcal is comng fromthat direction
it'"s going to be there. And like the lady said, once it
gets inside your honme, there sonme nmany entrances to your
home where chem cals can get in.
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So you need to look at that issue that's
occurring now, so we can | ook out for the safety of this
comunity, because any type of chem cal spill that occurs,
the issue is there's nothing we can do about it.

And we have to | ook at the barges. They have
to look at the transportation systemthat you have on the
hi ghways.

You have to |ook at the rail system all them
are carrying hazardous chem cals. N nety-eight percent of
the chemcals in the South pass through Baton Rouge,

Loui siana, either on the river, on the highway or on the
rail system

So we need to | ook out protecting East Baton
Rouge Pari sh

DR. PQIE: Thank you very nuch. |Is there
anyone who would |li ke to speak. One additional comrent?

M5. ROBINSON: If you'll forgive ne, | forgot a
very inportant thing.

On July 29, | was sitting in my house, and the
phone rang. It was the afternoon of July 29. A man was
on the other line. He said, Wiat in the world is going
on? | asked him Wat do you nean?

He said, My children just ran in the house and
said, Daddy cone see. He said | went outside, and it was
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a cloud. It snelled like roach spray, and it was so
thick. And | canme in the house, | was burning.

So |l told himl was going to try to get sone
information as soon as | could. Before | could even cal
DEQ the phone rang agai n.

This time is was a worman, saying essentially
the sane thing. A cloud had envel oped her house, and it
was |ike nosquito spray, that's how she described it.
This was the day of the antinony chloride.

The point to be made is, nunber one, there was
of f-site contam nation, and what's nost inportant here is
that these reports canme to ny house before the information
got on the news, because while | was talking to the second
person, she said, Oh, here it conmes on the news now. And
| flipped on the TV, and there it was just comng on as a
speci al announcenent, that there had been a spill at
Honeywel | .

DR. PQJE: Thank you very much.

One nore person? Pl ease approach the
m cr ophone, and pl ease, again, for the clarity of our
record, could you state your nane clearly and al so spel
your last name, if you woul d.

M5. ANTHONY: M name is Stephanie Anthony. |
live at 4070 Fai rwoods Avenue.
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l"d like to say that | have had an opportunity
to attend sone of the energency preparedness neetings.
They meet nonthly.

One thing I would like to suggest is, since
there are representatives fromevery area -- the plants,
the hospitals, governnent -- there only seens to be two
slots for community peopl e.

| would think that there should be a chair for
each area, comunity people that live around plants. Many
times when | go to neetings and begin to explain the
community situation, | get these blank stares.

They really don't believe that
sheltering-in-place is not an effective way of trying to
address an energency situation. They actually did not,
for a good while, believe that the CAL system does not
cal | peopl e.

|"ve lived in the area for at |east six years,
and |'ve never been called, even with the practice. They
really didn't believe that you can't distinguish what the
announcenents are, it's just blah, blah, blah.

And you say, okay, it'll be every Tuesday, or
every Wednesday. It seens |like every day, there's
| oudspeakers sayi ng sonet hi ng i ndi stingui shabl e and
causi ng peopl e even nore distress.
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O course when there is a spill, then you hear
nothing. So it's very ironic. | have a little nonprofit
organi zation cal |l ed Loui si ana Denocracy Project. And we
have a programcalled, Pray for our Ar.

For those people who live within two mles of
these industries, there's always sonet hing happeni ng, but
rarely is there a situation when there's an honest, open
di al ogue of what has actually occurred.

This is very unfortunate, because a great
portion of the population is under the age of ten years
old. If you have an uninformed adult popul ation next to
i ndustry -- we believe the | argest business is day-care
centers, within a two-mle area of Honeywel|.

W really have to get accurate, pertinent,
timely information, because it affects the generation to
cone. | ask that you consider what |'ve said so far and
expand upon on it, especially locally, the emergency
pr epar edness.

We can really do better. W can do a |ot
better. Thank you.

DR. PQIE: Thank you very nmuch. |Is there
anyone el se who would like to say sonething at the
m crophone this evening?

Yes, please approach the m crophone, and again,
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just to reiterate -- | sound |i ke a broken record
sonetines -- please give us your full nanme, and if you
coul d spell your |ast name.

MR HARTIN. M nane is Keith Hartin. 1'mwth
the Teanster's union here in Baton Rouge. These people
canme here and spent their tinme tonight. One thing that is
real, this plant has been here awhile, and this comunity
has been here awhil e.

You' ve heard the | ady speak about bei ng poor
and the conditions of their houses. Those people hearts
beat just like this side, mne, anybody else in this room

These peopl e should be taken care of.

My question is, when are you going to neet on
t hi s agai n?

DR. PQJE: W' Il describe sone of the further
processes of the Board, but this is an interi mneeting.
You' ve heard fromour staff about sone of the additional
testing and analysis to be done.

We anticipate being back in this conmunity
later on in the year. | can't give you an exact date at
this time, because we're uncertain about the further
testing and analysis. But it's |likely to be later on this
year.

When we return, it's likely to be that our
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staff will be presenting to a fuller board of four nenbers
sitting independently as each of us would be, to hear what
they have to say, to deliberate on the matters that
they're raising for us, and then to vote likely in public
as the whether to accept or anmend the findings,
concl usi ons, causations, recomendations regarding these

t hree events.

Your input fromthis evening is very val uable
to us. And we will be doing further analysis on the
points that you've raised. You'll also be all invited to
conme to that neeting and see this deliberation and have
addi tional input for us.

The reason for holding a nmeeting right nowis
so that we don't cone to the end of what we woul d presune
to be our work, having m ssed sone of the issues that are
nmost inportant and germane to this community.

So we're thankful for that. | can't give you
an exact date, though, other than to prom se that the
Board will be back here in Baton Rouge.

MR, HARTIN. |Is this proceeding being recorded?

DR. PQJE: W recorded this for the purposes of
us and to have as an analysis for our staff, and we record
it also on videotape. So all of your conments are not ed.

W' ve asked specifically for those who didn't
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sign in to give us their nane and spelling so that we can
get back in touch with you, if our investigators wanted to
get further clarification fromyou

MR. HARTIN: So if you don't m nd nme asking.

If 1'"mout of place, just tell nme. |If this community is
havi ng questions like the lady said, they can't seal their
homes up, that needs to be addressed, that needs to be
answered by you all.

Sonme of the | adies said that people don't have
transportation. That needs to be addressed and
transportation given to them |Is there a tinme that the
comunity would be able to ask you all direct questions
and get answers how to solve this problem

We've all got to work together here. These
people can't nove. This chemcal plant can't nove. But
i nstead of these people telling you their concerns, they
need to ask and get their questions answered and a
sol uti on.

Is that what's going to take place at the next
nmeet i ng?

DR PQIE: It's highly unlikely that this smal
Chem cal Safety Board -- we're an independent federal
agency. We're funded at the tune of $8.2 mllion per
year. W have the reach of the entire country to
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dents.
it's not only in the
acci dents have

ve work that

i nvol ves our staff of |ess than 40 peopl e.

Solving all of the issues t
here tonight is not a possibility -- |
heart as a Board nenber -- it's not a
agency to tackle.

W are part of the federa

hat have been raised
ust speaking from ny

possibility for our

governnment, but we

are not the entirety of the federal governnent.

MR. HARTIN:. Fair enough.

that his name which shelter-in-place.

The man, Keith? 1Is

I s that you.

"1l tell you what. 1'Il nmake an agreenent

with you. Us, the local union, the conmmttee, the safety

commttee we have, we're fixing to put

own, i n-house union commttee.

into place of our

Let us neet wwth you. Then we'll get with the

conpany here and see what we coul d do,
financially do to help this conmunity.

MR. CRANFORD: First of all

t he conpany could

, | would be glad to

meet with you. And secondly we do care. | take issue

with one thing that was said, and that

care. W do care. W work for you
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We don't work for the chem cal conpanies. W
don't work for the Chem cal Safety Board. W work for
you. We work for the citizens of East Baton Rouge Pari sh.

And as | said at the very begi nning of ny
presentation, we're always out to build a better
nmousetrap. So what |'ve done throughout this entire
di scussion is to take notes of everything that was said,
so that we can go back and rel ook what we do and how we do
it and build a better nousetrap.

And the second thing I said was that you out
there are a very inportant part of what we do and the
services we provide to you. So we do wel cone your input.

And as Ms. Anthony said, we can do it better,
but we need your help to do it better, and we wel cone your
input. That's why we urge you to contact us. W urge you
to get in touch wwth us, so that we can help you and help
provi de better services to you

We urge you to get involved, like M. WII ner
said, in our comunity emergency response teans that we're
form ng throughout East Baton Rouge Parish. Those are
teans designed to work within the communities.

Wrk with yourselves, so you can build a better
program wi t hi n your nei ghborhood and hel p each ot her,
until that first help gets there, until those first folks
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arrive to help you

| do have information as far as the CAL system
so you can fill out the postcards that | have as a first
step. Get those to us so that we can verify that your
nunber is in the CAL system to make sure that we do have
access to you through that system

We're continually updating the phone nunbers in
that system W do have information as to what phone
nunbers we called and how many phone calls were called in
a certain percentage of tinme. The systemis tested quite
of t en.

So we do want to work with you. Again we work
for you. W would be glad to work with your groups.

The television set, the nonitoring, the sirens.

Turn your television on. Turn your radio on. Listen to
the information. |If it beconmes necessary to evacuate,
then we have police and fire who can go door to door, and
knock on doors.

MR. HARTIN. Excuse ne, ma'am The man's
sitting there telling you all he's going to address your
concerns. | and this union conmttee that works at
Honeywel |, they want to protect this plant. They want
their jobs, just |ike you want your community safe.

|'"d be glad to work with Keith. One nore thing
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| would Iike to say, before | |eave here. That | ast
i nci dent on August 13 was not a rel ease outside of that
gate. Could you all stipulate to that?

DR. PQJE: W have the ongoi ng investigation
The facts we brought today are the ones that we understand
as of this nmonent in tine. W'I|l be gathering any
additional information from --

MR. HARTIN: | |ooked at the incident. It was
a small release. It didn't even go out the gate.

VO CE: [inaudible].

MR. HARTIN. That's fine, and we'll bring that
to the plant manager's attention, and get sonebody from
the community to sit in or address your concerns.

DR. PQJE: | want to thank everybody who was
here this evening. One nore person wants to nmake a
coment ?

M5. KASTER |1'd like to make a comment. My
name i s Pam Kast er

|"mvery encouraged about the interest in

hel ping with community response. |'m encouraged with the
unions. |'mencouraged with the comunity.
| ama citizen activist. | have been serving

on the East Baton Rouge Parish LAPC since it was forned

15-sonme-odd years ago. It neets the third Thursday of
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every nonth. That date has not changed in 15 years.

The neetings are open to the public. They're
announced in the newspaper. So please cone, attend those
meetings. It was a result of those neetings that the CAL
system was devel oped.

Now, maybe it's not the best nousetrap, but it
was the best nousetrap that was available at the tinme the
East Baton Rouge Parish decided to put in. Qur comunity
systemw ||l only be as good as we nake it.

We all have a responsibility for that. The
neetings are open to the public, and I hope |I see a whole
bunch of you all there in a couple weeks.

DR. PQJIE: Thank you very nmuch. Once agai n,
I'"d like to thank everybody who cane to the neeting this
eveni ng.

One of the gratifying aspects of serving on
this Chemical Safety Board is to be in an arena |ike this,
where this is such an inportant, honest expression of what
has happened.

It's revealing to us to about the inportance of
our work and the issues that are of greatest concern to
peopl e, which sonetinmes don't conme to our attention right
awnay.

| think you' ve had wonderful openness from
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peopl e who are working in governnmental agencies, who have
different functions in the plant community and different
sensitivities and risks in living in the communities.

We Board nenbers and investigators here wll
take the information that you -- and a very young acti vi st
still raising their voices in this hearing. It's in
training. Thank you so rmuch for bringing your child this
evening as wel|.

| hope what |I'msaying isn't the cause of his
concern at the nonent.

We Board nenbers and investigators here wll
take the informati on back to Washington. And it wll be
considered as the investigation progresses.

As stated earlier, we expect the final witten
report to be conpleted later this year, and we will
present it to the public and vote on it in public at a
neeting of the Chemi cal Safety Board back here in Baton
Rouge.

These incidents, three in a rowin a period of
| ess than four weeks in the sumer |ast year, shows the
need for continuing safety vigilance at chem cal plants
and other facilities where potentially dangerous chem cal s
are processed.

Wiile the investigation is not conplete and

NEAL R GROSS & CO., |INC.
(202) 234- 4433




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

90

will continue until all the answers and root causes are
determ ned, | enphasize the need for all chem cal
conpani es to constantly review their processes and safety
prograns to ensure the safety of their workers and their
surroundi ng nei ghbors.

In addition, | would urge chemcal facilities,
| ocal authorities and nei ghborhood groups to work together
to ensure that notification, energency response and pl ans
are in order.

As another rem nder, as | stated earlier, you
can keep up to date on the work of the Chem cal Safety
Board investigation by going to our website, ww. csb. gov.

We thank you all for attending. This community
meeting i s adjourned.

(Wher eupon, at 9:07 p.m, the neeting was

adj our ned.)
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