
Health care and social 
assistance was one of the 
fastest growing sectors in 
the United States in May 
2006.  Manufacturing was 
one of the few sectors that 
saw employment declines.   

Healthcare practitioners 
and technical occupations 
earned higher average 
wages in the health care 
and social assistance sector 
than in manufacturing.  
Healthcare support oc-
cupations, however, earned 
higher average wages in 
manufacturing than in health 
care and social assistance.





0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

$120,000

Occupational group

Health care and social assistance

Manufacturing

Leg
al

Educ
atio

n, t
rain

ing
, an

d li
bra

ry

Mana
gem

ent

Sale
s a

nd 
rela

ted

Com
put

er a
nd 

math
em

atic
al

Com
muni

ty a
nd 

soc
ial 

ser
vic

es

Heal
thc

are
 pra

ctit
ion

ers
 an

d te
chn

ica
l 

Tra
nsp

orta
tion

 an
d m

ate
rial

 movi
ng

Cons
truc

tion
 an

d e
xtra

ctio
n 

Heal
thc

are
 su

ppo
rt

Life
, ph

ysi
cal

, an
d s

oci
al s

erv
ice

s

Prote
ctiv

e s
erv

ice

An
nu

al 
m

ea
n 

wa
ge

 (d
ol

lar
s)

Figure 12   Wages for selected occupational groups in the health care and
social assistance and manufacturing sectors, May 2006

Although average wages in health care and social assistance and manufacturing
were similar, manufacturing had higher wages in most occupational groups.  
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