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Ecosystems of South Florida
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South Florida is home to a variety of ecosystems. Small variations in elevation (in some cases, only inches), water salinity (a meadure of salt content], soil type, and fire frequency dictate which landscape
commmasnity will prevail, Below are descriptions and photographs of some of Sauth Florida's unique scosyitems
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Hardwood Hammock
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Freshwater Swamp
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ferma.

Manty that grow in the pdnefands must be peuatant to fire because panelsnds gee
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tpquiig bos of sunlaght 13 sk and the T s dies oy hasdwodsd oompatinsds.
‘When Sres oooun, hardwood weedlings and other undersiony plants ane aFected, b
Plauripnct b Datrgleciy Masfonal Par tha thick bark of the pine reikts fre damags, Withaut fires, hardwoads wauld

Do s BT ROy iy cvpeshadow the pines, and @ handwood hammock would emerge,

vt [y di T el e
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Mangroves

Thiee species of mangrowes ane found in Florida: the ned mamgerove, black
mangroee, and white mangroas. Typecal iy red mangnowees groe 2long the waler's
edge, biack mangroves grow on wightly higher sbevations than the red mangrose,
and white mengproves grosw wpland from the red smd Black The butionwsood s
ofien associated with the mangeove commurity. 15 5 wsuslly found groswing with
the white mangrove, upland of the red snd Black mangromes. Mangrorees groe i
waltwater wred i ieeas equently Rocadsd by waSealer,
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Inloemalticn for this report was Eaken Trom the Sowth Fonidy Virtual Tour
webrsite. To Rabe & virual tip of South Flonds or fo lesm moee, visit the South
Fhorids Virtual Tour website st poaolls gy govivitual _too
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