THE MINERAL INDUSTRY OF PUERTO RICO
AND THE ADMINISTERED | SLANDS

This chapter has been prepared under a Memorandum of Understanding between the U.S. Bureau of Mines, U.S.
Department of the Interior, and the Department of Natural Resources, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, for collecting

information on all nonfuel minerals.

In 1995, the estimated value' of nonfud minera
commodities produced in Puerto Rico was $85 million,
according to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). Data
have been withheld for portland cement and industrial sand
and gravel to protect company proprigtary data
Consequently, a comparison of the State's total nonfuel
minera values from year to year (see table 1) would not be
truly representative of changes occurring in the
Commonweelth's nonfuel mineral economy. Portland
cement and crushed stone by value were the island's leading
nonfuel mineral commodities, accounting for the large
mgjority of the reported total for Puerto Rico. If ranked in
comparison with the 50 United States, Puerto Rico would
rank 43d based on table 1 or close to 39th if portland
cement and industrial sand and gravel wereincluded in the
States total nonfuel mineral value. Compared with 1994,
the mineral commodity values for crushed stone, lime,
industrial sand and gravel, and common clays increased for

Puerto Rico. The value of portland cement decreased
dlightly. Crushed stone values for American Samoa,
Guam, and the Virgin Islands (data withheld) increased.

Based on USGS estimates of the quantities of nonfuel
mineral commodities produced on al of the aforementioned
idands, production increased for al except portland cement
and industrial sand and gravel in Puerto Rico.

The terms "nonfuel mineral production” and related "values' encompass
variations in meaning, depending on the minerals or mineral products. Production
may be measured by mine shipments, mineral commodity sales, or marketable
production (including consumption by producers) as is applicable to the individual
mineral commodity.

All 1995 USGS mineral production data are estimates as of Dec. 1995. Crushed
stone and portland cement estimates are updated periodically. To obtain the most
current information, please contact the appropriate USGS mineral commodity
specidist. Call MINES FaxBack at (703) 648-4999 from a fax machine with atouch-
tone handset and request Document No. 1000 for a telephone listing of all mineral
commodity specialists or call USGS information at (703) 648-4000 for the speciaist's
name and number.

TABLE 1
NONFUEL RAW MINERAL PRODUCTION*2IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO AND ISLANDS
ADMINISTERED BY THE UNITED STATES

1993 1994 1995°
Minera ) . .
Quantity (thguilanueds) Quantity (thgf;r?ds) Quantity (thgf;r?ds)
PUERTO RICO
Cement (portland) metric tons 1,310,000 $72,600 W W W W
Clays thousand metric tons 155 508 119 $338 140 $370
Lime do. — — 23 2,970 27 3,650
Sand and gravel (industrial) metric tons 58,000 1,400 W W W W
Stone (crushed) thousand metric tons 7,850 51,100 10,500 78,400 10,900 80,800
Total XX 126,000 XX 81,700 XX 84,800
ADMINISTERED ISLANDS

American Samoa:
Stone (crushed) thousand metric tons 83 W 84 W 90 W
Guam: Stone (crushed) do. 1,370 15,100 2,150 12,700 2,200 13,100
Total® XX 15,100 XX 12,700 XX 13,100

*Estimated. PPreliminary. W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; not included in "Total." XX Not applicable.
*Production as measured by mine shipments, sales, or marketable production (including consumption by producers).

?Data are rounded to three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
®Tota does not include values of items withheld.



U. S. Geological Survey
Minerals Information

CD-ROM: DICTIONARY OF MINING, MINERAL, AND RELATED TERMS

The U.S. Bureau of Mines updated and revised edition (1996) of the classic 1968 U.S. Bureau of Mines Dictionary
of Mining, Mineral, and Related Terms is now available from the Superintendent of Documents, stock number
024-004-02436-4, for $15.00 domestic and $18.75 foreign. The Dictionary is available on CD-ROM only with no
current plans to publish paper copies.

CD-ROM: MINERALS AND MATERIALS INFORMATION

The U.S. Geological Survey's Minerals and Materials Information, July 1996, CD-ROM is now available from the
Superintendent of Documents, stock number 024-004-02437-2 for $14.00 domestic and $17.50 foreign. This quarterly
CD-ROM features the 1994 and 1995 Minerals Yearbook chapters, the U.S. Bureau of Mines Statistical Compendium
(20 years of data on 34 minerals and commodities), the Bureau’s 1992-94 Publications List, the Mineral Commodity
Summaries 1996, and other commodity statistics.

For information on future CD-ROM products in this series, contact Rodger Wedgeworth or Roger Loebenstein at
703-648-4756 and 703-648-4752, respectively. Other Minerals Information electronic dissemination options:

* Mines Fax-Back. To order materials, call 703-648-4999 from touch-tone handset on Fax machine.

» Mines-Data Bulletin Board: Log on via modem through 703-648-7799, or call Robin Johnson at 703-648-7943.

» Internet: For World Wide Web, access via Mosaic, Netscape, or other PC-based Web browsing software.
The URL (Universal Resource Locator) is http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/. For help, contact Joseph
Gambogi at 703-648-7718.
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