
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  W I L D L I F E
R E F U G E  A L L I A N C E

Discover
Wild SideOur

The mission of the International Wildlife Refuge 

Alliance is to support the first international 

wildlife refuge in North America by working through 

partnerships to protect, conserve, and manage the 

Refuge’s wildlife and habitats; and to create 

exceptional conservation, recreational, and 

educational experiences to develop the 

next generation of conservation stewards.

Nestled amidst the southern Detroit metropolitan 
area, the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge 
(DRIWR) is a shining example of the resurgence of 
native species within an urban region. Established 
in 2001, the DRIWR includes 48 miles of Detroit 
River and western Lake Erie shoreline, stretch-
ing from southwest Detroit to Erie Marsh, north of 
Toledo. The Refuge has grown to over 5,000 acres.

Our priorities for the International 

Wildlife Refuge: 

• �Restore habitat for fish and wildlife

• �Grow Refuge lands and partners through  

cooperative agreements and acquisitions

• �Provide public opportunities for wildlife- 

compatible recreation and environmental 

			                               education

				               The DRIWR is a   

                                                        new model for  

                                                    conservation: restoring  

                                                 habitat in an urban area  

                                               through public-private  

                          partnerships. It is a blueprint for 

                  the revitalization of nature in urban 

              centers across the nation.

International Wildlife Refuge Alliance

9311 Groh Rd., Grosse Ile, MI 48138

T: (734) 692-7671; F: (734) 692-7603

iwr_alliance@yahoo.com

Lake Erie Metropark

Working to support the mission of the Detroit 
River International Wildlife Refuge

2 0 0 7  M a j o r  S p o n s o rs

An affiliate of:

www.refugenet.org

www.fws.gov/midwest/detroitriver/
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WHO IS THE INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE ALLIANCE?

Each year the Detroit River International Wildlife 
Refuge hosts over 300,000 diving ducks, 75,000 
shorebirds, and several hundred thousand land birds 
that nest, rest, overwinter or migrate through the 
Refuge corridor. 

Known as a world-class fishing hot 
spot, more than ten million walleye 
migrate through the Detroit River 
attracting thousands of anglers. It 
is known as the “Walleye Capital 
of the World” – hosting 
international walleye and bass 
tournaments offering millions of 
dollars in prize money.

The International Wildlife Refuge Alliance is a 
501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization dedicated to helping 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service deliver the mission 
of the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge. We 
are an alliance of individuals and organizations 
committed to the success of the Refuge. 

Events & Partnerships
	 • Annual Benefit Dinner – April
	 • Pointe Mouillee Waterfowl Festival – September
	 • Hawkfest – September
	 • Paddle By Your Refuge – September
	 • State of the Strait Conference – Every two years
	 • Monroe County Lotus Garden Club Tour – August
	 • Christmas Bird Counts – December
        …and Much More to come!

Projects A Bird Driving Tour 
of SE MI and SW 
Ontario 

Future Visitors Center at the Refuge Gateway

Wildlife 
observation 

deck at Humbug 
Marsh

Canvasbacks  
congregate by the 
thousands on the 
Detroit River each fall.

The DRIWR is one of the best 
places in North America 
to watch hawks.

The American lotus is the state symbol 
for clean water in Michigan. It grows 
within Great Lakes coastal marshes 
in the lower Detroit River and western 
Lake Erie.

The DRIWR is working with 
numerous partners to restore 
habitat for the lake sturgeon 
throughout the Detroit River.
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WHO IS THE INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE ALLIANCE?

Each year the Detroit River International Wildlife 
Refuge hosts over 300,000 diving ducks, 75,000 
shorebirds, and several hundred thousand land birds 
that nest, rest, overwinter or migrate through the 
Refuge corridor. 

Known as a world-class fishing hot 
spot, more than ten million walleye 
migrate through the Detroit River 
attracting thousands of anglers. It 
is known as the “Walleye Capital 
of the World” – hosting 
international walleye and bass 
tournaments offering millions of 
dollars in prize money.

The International Wildlife Refuge Alliance is a 
501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization dedicated to helping 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service deliver the mission 
of the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge. We 
are an alliance of individuals and organizations 
committed to the success of the Refuge. 

Events & Partnerships
	 • Annual Benefit Dinner – April
	 • Pointe Mouillee Waterfowl Festival – September
	 • Hawkfest – September
	 • Paddle By Your Refuge – September
	 • State of the Strait Conference – Every two years
	 • Monroe County Lotus Garden Club Tour – August
	 • Christmas Bird Counts – December
        …and Much More to come!

Projects A Bird Driving Tour 
of SE MI and SW 
Ontario 

Future Visitors Center at the Refuge Gateway

Wildlife 
observation 

deck at Humbug 
Marsh

Canvasbacks  
congregate by the 
thousands on the 
Detroit River each fall.

The DRIWR is one of the best 
places in North America 
to watch hawks.

The American lotus is the state symbol 
for clean water in Michigan. It grows 
within Great Lakes coastal marshes 
in the lower Detroit River and western 
Lake Erie.

The DRIWR is working with 
numerous partners to restore 
habitat for the lake sturgeon 
throughout the Detroit River.
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There are over 545 National Wildlife 

Refuges nation-wide, and in 
metropolitan Detroit and Windsor, 
we have the only international one. 
The Detroit River International 
Wildlife Refuge creates a model 

for cooperative conservation 
between countries, state and local 
governments, organizations and 

private landowners to protect and 
restore wildlife habitat on the lower 
Detroit River and western Lake Erie. 

International Wildlife Refuge Alliance

Ms. Lisa Appel, Executive 
Director, (734) 692-7671 
Mr. Richard Micka, Chairperson, 
(734) 242-0909 
Ms. Anita Twardesky, Vice-
Chairperson, (734) 626-5465 
Ms. Mary Bohling, Board Liaison, 
(313) 833-3275 
Mr. Geoge Mans, Board Member 
(734) 789-2323 

Supporting North America’s first International Wildlife Refuge!

Contacts: 

Programs and Projects -2008 
The Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge is rapidly acquiring a 
national reputation for effective public-private partnerships. We work to 
enhance those partnerships in support of the Refuge. Our priorities 
include: 

• building awareness of the Detroit River International Wildlife 
Refuge;  

• constructing an environmental education shelter at the Humbug 
Marsh Unit; 

• providing outreach and educational events for the public;  
• coordinating volunteers to help with habitat restoration and other 

Refuge projects; 
• hosting recreational events, such as Paddle By Your Refuge; 
• developing trails at the Humbug Marsh Unit; 
• supporting the conservation of endangered species in the Refuge; 
• rehabilitating and conserving habitats throughout the Refuge; 
• promoting eco-tourism and the Byways to Flyways project & 
• improving quality of life through conservation efforts. 

International Wildlife  
Refuge Alliance 
9311 Groh Rd. 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138  
T: (734) 692-7671  
F: (734) 692-7603  
E-mail: iwr_alliance@yahoo.com  
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/detroitriver 

 

Our mission is to support the 
Detroit River International Wildlife 

Refuge by working through 
partnerships to protect, conserve, 
and manage the Refuge’s wildlife 

and habitats; and to create 
exceptional conservation, 

recreational, and educational 
experiences to develop the next 

generation of conservation 
stewards.  

Discover Your Wild Side! 
Contact us to donate or 

volunteer… 

 

We are an independent 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization.  
Financial information is available at www.guidestar.org 


