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MEMORANDUM FOR RONALD POUSSARD
DIRECTOR
DEFENSE ACQUISITION REGULATIONS COUNCIL

FROM: RODNEY P. LANTIER, DIRECTO% 4 m

REGULATORY AND FEDERAL ASSISTANC
PUBLICATIONS DIVISION

SUBJECT: FAR Notice 2004-N1, List of Nonavailable Articles Under the Buy

American Act

Attached is a comment received on the subject FAR case published at 69 FR 28104;
May 18, 2004. The comment closing date was July 19, 2004.

Response Date Comment Commenter
Number Received Date
2004-N1-1 07/16/04 07/16/04 House of Representatives

Anibal Acevedo-Vila

1800 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20405-0002
www.gsa.gov
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dlashmgron, DE 20815340

July 14, 2004

FAR Secretariat (MV )

Altention Laurie Durante

Crenerval Services Admimstralion
Room 4035, General Services Rl
1800 F Street, NW

Washingion, DO 20405

Re: FAR Notice 2006-Ni1

A8 CRR Part 25

Federal Acquisition Regnlation:

Last of Non-avarlable Articles Under the Buy American Act

Dyear Ms. Dorante:

On behall of the Commonwealih of Pucrto Rico, | MU rOQuesUng  vour assistance to
FEIOVG Tranv or preen beun collee” from the Federal Acquisition Regulation’s “List of
Non-available Articles Under the Buy' American Act™. The colffee producers of Pucito
Rico van provide American-grown coffes heans for procurcient [or public use (o the
Umited States, §ihink i s important that we support domestic producers and that we Buy
American first.

Puerto Rien cwrrently hus and will continue 0 have 2 surplus inventory ol promium
quality, American-grown, green collve beans which can meet public demands for coffoc
We can provide these and additional caffes beans in sulficient quantilies, for federal
agencies and commercial disiribution, On a vearly basis, we can supply the American

1

Coltee Industry with a minimum of 12 million pounds ol green coffes.

In 1998, [urricane Geerges destroved & karge segment of our coffee industry in Puerto
Rico. We lost over 20000 small dly Tarms, and our murket share of the coffec
husiness around the world plummeied. Cotfes 1r2es require four years to mature, so our
coffee farms are ready to provide the world-renovined premium coffee of “Kings and
Popes™. We now huve over 10,000 famers and 26.000 workers producing American-
grown coffes. Caffee 1s onr largest cash crop, supponing over 24.0% of our entire market
valuc of crops (1998 Census of Agriculturs far Pusro Rigca).

Growing coffee is an art and a radition in Puera Rien, dating back to the carlv 1700's,
Our fine coffee is prown in (he mountsins of Puera Rice, and shaded by citrus trees,
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which were planted o protect the coffee crops from [wlure weather disasters. Our
warchouses are also “hurricane prool™ o protect our supply.

Ihe remaval of green coffec from the lisl will provide much needed socio-economic
assistance. There is ¢ world collee mi:-;zzs and an American coffee crisis. Without tw
protection of the Buy American Act, our coffee farmers must complete with the inferior
quality of green coffee being sold w Iii‘-‘.' prices. The majerdy of these beans come from
underdeveloped mations a1 the expense of the workers, who ".i\-'c i1 substandard condiions
and work i Q\\’Cﬁiﬁl‘u‘:p f:%%t*;nim‘ ig{s i nit z.-.i Sfm es C ui}%:-' dustry should not ¢continne

......

American jobs, American clizens and Amencan fnms are a1 risk. and we should do all
we can to proteet them. On behalf of the eoffee producers of Puerto Rico, 1 Uk you lor
uest, and for vour comsideration of this sitnation.

the apportunity 1o present our reg
Should you need any additionul information, please don’t hesitate to contact me or Frie
Lawsten of my stafl,

Sincerelv,

Anibal Acevedo Vil
Hoeswdent Commnnssiener
Member of Congress



	House of Representatives

