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On the southern bank of the
Lamar River in Yellowstpne

to the ground. For a day al

a half, she eats and dozes in
the same spot, ignoring the
huge herd of bison that graze
nearby. Much like humans,

grizzlies are clever scavengers,

feasting on rodents, trout,
roots, nuts, berries, insects,
and dead animals. But they
paid a price for their omnivory,
at least at Yellowstone, During
the course “Grizzlies: From
Dumps to Recovery?” at the
Yellowstone Association Insti-
tute last September, | spent a
weekend tracking grizzlies and
learnlng about their reversals
of fortune in the park.

A dozen of us—including a
student, an artist, a car sales-
man, a mining archaeologist,

ullouts to scan the mead 3

d ridges. In the afternoons
we hiked to unoccupied bear
 dens and visited the sites of
former garbage dumps that
were attractions for both bears
and tourists from the 1930s to
the 1960s. Back then, visitors
would gather on bleachers
around these open pits (also
known as “lunch counters”) to
watch bears feed.

In the evenings, top Yel-

and damaging property.
Some bears were relocated;
others were killed by private
citizens as a nuisance or
shot by hunters. In 1975

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service listed the grizzly as a
threatened species.

Since then, the bears have
thrived under government
protection and management.
The Yellowstone grizzly

population, which has been
increasing by 4 percent to
7 percent a year, now tops
570 and has spilled beyond
the park into areas that were
bear-free for decades. In
2007 the Yellowstone griz-
zlies were delisted. While
opportunities for grizzly
conflicts with humans are on
the rise, we are'still more of
a threat to these magnificent
animals than they are to us.
The Yellowstone Associa-
tion offers year-round field
courses on topics ranging
from calderas and climate

Recovery course ?°

for Spring 2009 (approxi-
mately $250; lodging at the
park is an additional $25 per
person per night for a shared
cabin). Hannah Hoag
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