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cC:
Subject: climate change -- Ari's comments in gaggle this morning

Keith, you have the last guestiomn.

Q How concerned or angry was the President that "the
bureaucracy", as he put it, in the EPA put out a report with a
significant conclusion that apparently he disagrees with?

MR. FLEISCHER: Frankly, you know -= go back carefully
and look at this issue. What's the significant conclusion that
the President disagrees with in your question, in this recent
report?

Q I would say it's the statement that "the changes
observed over the last several decades are likely mostly due to
human activities." Does he agree with that statement?

MR. FLEISCHER: Not only that, but re-roll your tapes, take
a look at everything. I think this is an issue where as the
initial report was written, everybody frankly looked at the
initial report, and didn't look at what the President himself
said.

on June 1lith, in the Rose Garden, in a speech you all
covered, the President said, "Concentration of greenhouse gases,
especially CO2, have increased substantially since the beginning
of the industrial revolution. And the National Academy of
Sciences indicate that the increase is due in large part to human

activity." That's what the President =aid all along.
Q -- he believes that? .
Q So he agrees with that?

MR. FLEISCHER: The President said it June 11th.

Q He pointed to the NAS. But does he believe 1t?




MR. FLEISCHER: I don't think the President would have cited
it in his speech, about the action on global warming, if it
wasn't --

Q When he says "put out by the bureaucracy", it appears
1ike he's distancing himself from a report coming out from his
own administration.

MR. FLEISCHER: I think the President was also reflecting
the fact that the coverage of this recent report did not
accurately reflect what the recent report said, as attributed to
an abrupt shift by President Bush. Take a look again --

Q Where did he make that statement?

Q He meant the pregs was the bureaucracy? I mean, he
referred to the EPA.

MR. FLEISCHER: Well, the press has a little bureaucratic
element to it. Take a lock at what the President said June 1l1lth.
it speaks for itself.

Q Wwhen did he say it? And to whom?

MR. FLEISCHER: I'll be back -- this is an extended
gaggle. 1I'll be back. This is not a briefing, this is a gaggle.
This is to give you the President's gchedule for the day.
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