
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

August 12, 2003

William L. Pardee
Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
200 Portland Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear Mr. Pardee:

This is in response to your July 15, 2003 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which was
received by the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) on July 15, 2003 (by fax). You requested
records on behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the States of Connecticut and Maine,
specifically:

All records of, or concerning, communications by or to CEQ in 2002 or 2003 concerning either
the US. Climate Action Report 2002, which was submitted to the United Nations in May 2002
(Climate Action Report), or drafts or revisions of the Climate Action Report.

The subject matter of your request concerns the actions and operations of CEQ and certain other
agencies (including the Environmental Protection Agency or EPA) with respect to the Climate Action
Report, excluding documents published on CEQ's or EPA's public websites or in the Federal Register.

I am overseeing a search of CEQ files and reviewing your request with relevant staff. Your
request will require us to review a large volume of documents, including those produced in an e-mail
search conducted by another office that was just completed yesterday, on August 1, 2003. In addition,
CEQ will be consulting with other agencies regarding determinations regarding release or withholding of
documents that may be made by this agency. Because of these unusual circumstances, we hereby notify
you that we must extend the time for our response to August 26, 2003.

We intend to make an initial release of documents tomorrow, August 13, 2003. That release will
include documents concerning records and communications from 2002. We are still in the identification
and review process concerning records and communications created in 2003. We will contact you upon
completion of that discovery and review in connection with any additional responsive material. Your
request for a waiver of fees is granted. We thank you for your cooperation throughout this process.

Please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 395-7421 if you wish to discuss this matter.

Sinrcerely,

Dinah Bear
General Counsel
Freedom of Information Officer
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Office of the Attorney General
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
200 Portland Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear Mr. Pardee:

This is in response to your July 15, 2003 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which was

received by the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) on July 15, 2003 (by fax). You requested

records on behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the States of Connecticut and Maine,

specifically:

All records of, or concerning, communications by or to CEQ in 2002 or 2003 concerning either

the U.S. Climate Action Report 2002. which was submitted to the United Nations in May 2002

(Climate Action Report), or drafts or revisions of the Climate Action Report.

The subject matter of your request concerns the actions and operations of CEQ and certain other

agencies (including the Environmental Protection Agency or EPA) with respect to the Climate Action

Report. excluding documents published on CEQ's or EPA's public websites or in the Federal Register.

I am overseeing a search of CEQ files and reviewing your request with relevant staff. Your

request will require us to review a large volume of documents, including those produced in an e-mail

search conducted by another office that was just completed yesterday, on August I11, 2003. In addition,

CEQ will be consulting with other agencies regarding determinations regarding release or withholding of

documents that may be made by this agency. Because of these unusual circumstances, we hereby notify

you that we must extend the time for our response to August 26, 2003.

We intend to make an initial release of documents tomorrow, August 13, 2003. That release will

include documents concerning records and communications from 2002. We are still in the identification

and review process concerning records and conmmunications created in 2003. We will contact you upon

completion of that discovery and review in connection with any additional responsive material. Your

request for a waiver of fees is granted. We thank you for your cooperation throughout this process.
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Dinah Bear
General Counsel
Freedom of Information Officer
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