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THREE MORE “SUR-13” GANG MEMBERS CONVICTED

Atlanta, GA - After a trial lasting more than two weeks, a jury in federal district
court returned guilty verdicts late this afternoon against FREDDIE SANDOVAL, 23, of
Lawrenceville, Georgia, ANGEL MAZARIEGOS, 24, of Doraville, Georgia, and LUIS
ALBERTO NANDY, 27, of Atlanta, Georgia, on federal charges relating to their violent
criminal activity as members of a street gang known as Sureños-13,” or “SUR-13.”

“The street gang known as SUR-13 was devoted to committing acts of violence,
including the murders of innocent persons as well as drive-by shootings and armed
robbery,” said United States Attorney David E. Nahmias. “The indictment broke the
leadership structure of SUR-13, and the jury’s verdicts today seal the end of this gang’s 
reign of terror. Today’s convictions should also have a chilling effect on persons who
consider joining gangs and committing such crimes: They should know that we will
devote federal resources to prosecute gangs and to protect the residents of North Georgia. 
With these convictions today and the previous convictions in this case, five defendants
will be sentenced for three murders that occurred in Gwinnett, DeKalb, and Fulton
Counties.  Four of these defendants face life imprisonment without parole.”

FBI Special Agent In Charge Greg Jones said, “The jury has sent a clear message
that, as representatives of the community in this matter, they are resolved to restoring
order to that community, an order that SUR-13 tried to take away. We appreciate the hard
work and sacrifice made by the many people involved in today's guilty verdict and are
confident that the streets are now safer as a result.”

Kenneth A. Smith, Special Agent In Charge of ICE’s Office of Investigations in
Atlanta said, “Vicious transnational criminal organizations like Sur-13 have
terrorized our communities. Today's guilty verdicts should send the message that law
enforcement is united in its efforts to protect our communities from those who seek to
terrorize our law-abiding citizens. Let me be clear: we will use every law enforcement
tool at our disposal to put gang members behind bars where they belong."

SANDOVAL, MAZARIEGOS, and NANDY were all convicted on charges of
Racketeering Influence and Corrupt Organization (RICO) conspiracy. SANDOVAL was
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also convicted by the jury on charges of drug distribution, attempted drug distribution,
and conspiracy to distribute drugs.  NANDY was acquitted by the jury on those charges.
The jury acquitted MAZARIEGOS on a charge of carjacking.  The jury could not reach a
verdict for MAZARIEGOS on the charges of Violent Crime in Aid of Racketeering and
use of a firearm in relation to a crime of violence.

In a previous trial that concluded on September 6, 2007, a jury found five members
of SUR-13 guilty on charges of RICO conspiracy, Violent Crimes in Aid of Racketeering,
possessing with intent to distribute controlled substances, conspiracy to possess with
intent to distribute controlled substances, and being an alien in possession of firearms.
Four of them face sentences of up to life imprisonment.

According to United States Attorney Nahmias and the information presented at
trial:  SANDOVAL was a leader of the youngest members of SUR-13, who were
organized into a group called “Tiny Locos.” As a leader, SANDOVAL helped train new
recruits of SUR-13–often as young as 13 years old–to break into cars to steal stereos, rob
pedestrians at gunpoint, and engage in violent and often armed conflict with rival gang
members.  In addition to participating in drive-by shootings and armed robberies,
SANDOVAL engaged in the distribution of methamphetamine and marijuana. 
MAZARIEGOS was involved with another SUR-13 member in stealing vehicles as early
as 2002.  In a three-day crime spree in early January 2005, MAZARIEGOS participated
with other members of SUR-13 to commit multiple drive-by shootings on suspected rival
gang members and multiple armed robberies of pedestrians. NANDY assisted in the
training of “Tiny Locos.” 
 

SANDOVAL, MAZARIEGOS, and NANDY could each receive a maximum
sentence of 20 years in prison and a fine of up to $250,000 on the RICO convictions.  In
addition, SANDOVAL could receive a sentence of up to 20 years in prison and a fine of
up to $1,000,000 on the charges of conspiracy to distribute drugs and distributing the
drugs. Sentencing is scheduled for February 21, 2008, at 10 a.m. before United States
District Judge Charles A. Pannell.

This case was investigated by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and the Department of Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE).

Assistant United States Attorneys Kim Dammers and Paul Jones are prosecuting
the case.

The U.S. Attorney's Office in Atlanta recommends parents and children learn
about the dangers of drugs at the following web site: www.justthinktwice.com.
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For further information please contact David E. Nahmias (pronounced NAH-me-
us), United States Attorney, or Charysse L. Alexander, Executive Assistant United States
Attorney, through Patrick Crosby, Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Attorney's Office, at (404)
581-6016.  The Internet address for the HomePage for the U.S. Attorney's Office for the
Northern District of Georgia is www.usdoj.gov/usao/gan.


