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September 30, 1927.

MEMORANIUM FOR ME. C. E. GAPEX,
Chief, Press Servios.

In response to your request in mamorundum of Sept-
aber 2%, addreased to Br. Psul G. Redington, who is now
in the Vest, I am submitting herewith, for the convenience
ol the Uearetary at his first regular weckly meeting with

repressntutives ¢f the press on October 5. a memorendum

senocarning t!n/;..wtauon of foreign birds and wermmls/in

the United States.
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Yery truly yours,
& . . Hendersob

Aeting Chlef.
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S‘pm" 50, 192?'
MEMORANDUM FPOR THE SEBRETARY

Dear Mr. Searetery;

The United States maintains the most eomprehensive and
probably the most complete quarantine agsinst the fmportation
of injurious animnls and birds of amy comntry in the world,
Practically all wild anfimals and birds imported from abroad
can be entered only under permit from the Secretary of Agri-
oul tuare and osrtain species mown to de injurious, such as the
mongoose. the flying fox, the English sparrow and the
Buropean starling, are prohibited from emtry. Thiz list may be
extended to include such other speoles as the Seorstary of
Agriolture my from time to time declare to be injurious to
interests of agrimlture.

Zhis law iz enforoed prissrily through the Customs Ser-
vios, dut at the principal perts of entry are stationed in-
spectors of this Department who examine the larger shipmemts
to guard aguinst the introdunction of the ingurious epscies and
fdentify ths various animis and birds brought in. No other
country mintains such an extensive servioe aes this, although
Cannda has 8 similar requirement and western Australia and
possibly other British colonles prohibit the emtry of injurious
species. This law has been in effect for 27 years. Since that
time no injurious foreign species 46 dird or mammel has gained

a foothold in the Umited itates, although two bivds, the English
cpmu and the Buropesn starling, the former imported in 1652
and the latter sbout 1893, had already gained & foothold beford
the enactment of the law.

When it is recalled that about 100 different kinds of
foreign bixds are imported into the United States &t various
times, more forms then are native to this country, the danger
of introducing species which maey becors injurious to agrioulture
is ever present. On an average the Umited States imports more
than 1000 wild virds every dny in the year and a varying number
of Wild animals, chilefly foxes.

Under the Tariff Act the birds axe » Mt to a duty of
50 oents each 1f wvalued &t lsss then $6 or 20 per ocent &d valorem
1f valued at wore than 6, and the mammls are subject to a duty
of 16 per oent ad wvalorem, the only exoeption being in the case of
bobwhite quall brought in from Mexico, the duty on wiich has bdeen
reduced to 26 osnta each by proclametion of the President on ot~
obexr 3, 192B.
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Prior to the amexation of Hawail and Porto Elco, the
mongoose had been introduced inte those islands and has increassed
s0 that it has bVeoome & serious peat, as 12 has in Cuda, Jammica
and other islands pf the Weat Mu. Boing iantroduced into
Jamnioa shout 1872 to rid the oans flelds of rats, the animals

inoressed to such an extent that within a few years they have
dome tan miliion dellavrs warth nf dcmasae. l-!-llhuudl!l_g tha
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foothold which the mongoose Ims alrendy gaiued in Hawmii ani
rorte Hico it has thms far been successfully xept out of con~
tinental United Stetes under this law which not only proddbits

o lennwhbodlonm Savd alon dhdbossda s o ad® rwalihil bad seoandos
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Very truly yours,

“uw Chief.
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