U.S. Department of State
LIVING PATTERN QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
CIVILIAN POST ALLOWANCE AND MILITARY COLA

Post/Duty Station

The purpose of this questionnaire is to identify the consumer facilities and services that you and your family use at your post/duty station, as well as to
gather some other information about your living pattern that relates to the cost of living at your foreign location. The information you provide on this
questionnaire will be used to develop the U. S. Department of State's "Indexes of Living Costs abroad." These indexes measure overall living cost
differences between Washington, D.C. and locations where Federal employees are assigned abroad. The answers that you and others provide through
this questionnaire will be used, with other information, to establish your post (cost-of-living) allowance level. Please use the designation "N/A" for
any question that does not apply to you and your family. Accurate information is vitally important, so please take the time to complete the survey to the best
of your ability.

1. Your Agency:

I:l Department of State I:l Department of Defense (Military)
I:l Agency for International Development I:l Other Agency (Please specify)

I:l Department of Defense (Civilian)

(For the next two items, please select your pay schedule and pay grade - for example, FS-2, GS-7, E-4, WO-2, 0-3.)

2. Your Pay Schedule:

|:| FS (Foreign Service) |:| (Military Enlisted)
I:l GS (Federal General Schedule) I:l WO (Military Warrant Officer)
I:l SES (Federal Senior Executive Service) I:l O (Military Officer)

I:l Other (Please specify)

3. Your Pay Grade:
Do e e Oe e e Qo e
e [Jv [+ [J= = [+ K

4. Number of family members:

I:l 0 I:l 1 I:l 2 I:l 3 I:|4 |:| 5 If more than 5, please specify

5. Length of time at current location

6. | certify that the information | have provided on this Living Pattern Questionnaire is accurate to the best of my knowledge

Printed Name Signature Date (mm-dd-yyyy)
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7. List the primary and secondary local outlets used by you and your family use for each of the following consumer goods and services.
Do not include military facilities, the Embassy or Consulate commissary, or any other U. S. government owned or operated facilities.

Consumer Goods

Primary Local Outlet

Secondary Local Outlet

Meat and Dairy Products

Meats (E.G., Beef, Pork, Lamb)

Seafood (Fresh and Canned)

Poultry

Dairy Products (E.G., Eggs, Ice Cream, Cheese)

Groceries

Groceries (E.G., Milk, Bread, Cereal, Soft Drinks)

Fruits and Vegetables

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

Canned Fruit and Vegetables

Frozen Vegetable

Alcohol and Tobacco

Alcohol Beverages

Tobacco

Clothing

Men's, Women's and Children's

Personal Care

Toiletries (E.G., Toothpaste and Shampoo)

Dry Cleaning

Hair Services

Furnishings/Household

Appliances (E.G., Microwave and Toaster)

Consumables (E.G., Detergent and Paper Products)

Medical

Medicine (E.G., Prescription and Non-Prescription)

Doctor (E.G., Generalist and Pediatrician)

Dentist

Recreation

Audio/Visual Supplies (E.G., VCR, CDS, Video Tapes)

Photographic Supplies (Film Developing and Film)

Reading Material (E.G., Book and Magazine)

Recreation (E.G., Bicycles)

Movie Theater

Performing Arts

Sporting Events

Personally Owned Vehicles

Auto Maintenance (E.G., Oil Change and Tune-Up)

Auto Tires

Gasoline

Restaurant Meals and Day Care

Restaurant Meals (Breakfast and Lunch)

Restaurant Meals (Dinner)

Day Care
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8. Relative Importance of Various Sources of Supply

Please indicate below, beside each subcategory of product, the percentage of your household's shopping done at each type of facility.
The percentages summed across each row should add to 100%. Do not report outlet names in this table.

The subcategory definitions are as follow:

"Local Market": ltems purchased locally, regardless of the country of origin.

"Supply brought to current location": ltems purchased in anticipation of your assignment or conveyed to the
foreign location at U.S. government expense in your household effects.

"Other": ltems purchased from other posts or foreign locations.

Example:
Local Special Facility Supply Subsequent Purchases
Market _ Brought to

Embassy Military Current u.s. Export Other Total

Subcategory Comm. Comm./Exch Location (Incl. Catalogs/| Company Foreign

(%) Mail Orders) Location

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Toiletries 20 60 20 100%
Household Consumables 30 60 10 100%
Recreational Equipment 10 80 10 100%
Local Special Facility Supply Subsequent Purchases
Market — Brought to Total
Embassy Military Current U.S. Export Other
Subcategory Comm. Comm./Exch Location |(Incl. Catalogs/| Company Foreign
Mail Orders) Location
8 o o (%) (%)
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Meats 100%
Seafood 100%
Poultry 100%
Dairy Products 100%
Groceries 100%
Cigarettes 100%
Alcoholic Beverage 100%
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 100%
Frozen Vegetables 100%
Canned Fruit and Vegetables 100%
Toiletries 100%
Household Consumables 100%
Medicine 100%
Audio/Video Supplies 100%
Photographic Supplies 100%
Reading Material 100%
Receational Equipment 100%
Auto Tires 100%
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9. If you indicated in the preceding section that you purchased from either an "Export Company" or an "Other" foreign location please identify the

names of those retail sources in the appropriate columns.

Export Company

10. Relative Use of Commodities and Services

Other Foreign Location

Based on volume only, approximate the proportion of the following goods used in preparing meals at home:

Fruit Vegetables
Fresh: % Fresh:
Canned: % Canned:
100% Frozen:
100%

%
%
%

Milk

Fresh/UHT: %

Dried: %

100%

11. Estimate the percentage of travel for which you use each of the following forms of transportation:

Personally Owned Vehicles: %

Government Transportation: -9

Taxi: - 9

Municipal Bus: —%

Subway/Commuter Train: %
100%

12. Estimate the percentage of your family's meals that are eaten in each of the following facilities:

Breakfast
Local Restaurant: %
Post Restaurant: - 9
Military Restaurant: —%
Home: —%
100%

13. Special Arrangements

Lunch

%
%
%
%
100%

Does the U.S. Government or landlord provide major household furniture, such as bed, sofas, and tables?

Yes I:l No I:l

Beef:

Pork:

Meats

Lamb:

Poultry:

Seafood:

Dinner

100%

Does the U.S. Government or landlord supply major household appliances, such as stove, refrigerator, and washer/dryer?

Yes I:l No I:l

%
%
%
%

%
%
%
%
%
100%
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14. For each of the goods and services listed in the table below, allocate the percentage of your use of the facilities in the column headings.

Embassy Commissary

Item Local Retail Facility (%) Association (%) Military Facility (%) Home (%) Total
0
Laundry 100%
Dry-Cleaning 100%
Hair Services, Man's 100%
Hair Services, Woman's 100%
Hair Services, Child's 100%
Day Care 100%
Auto Maintenance 100%
Doctor's Visit (RMO) 100%
Dentist 100%
Movies (Marine House) 100%
. THres (00 Tax/Duty Free - TR (T 5
Item Local Retail Facility (%) Arrangements (%) Military Facility (%) Imports (%) Total
0

Auto Tires 100%

ltem % Purchased at Full % Purchased Duty Free at Post/Duty Location, with Coupons |% Purchased at

Local Retail Price or Through a Tax-Refund Program at a Local Station Military Facility
Gasoline 100%

15. If you employ household help, please complete the following:

Type of

Household Help

Average Number of Hours
Worked Per Week

Housekeeper

Cook

Day Worker

Household Help necessary for:

I:l Security
I:l Language difficulties

I:l Shopping/food preparation

I:l Extra cleaning/laundry due to climate

I:l Other

16. COMMENTS: Describe briefly any significant cost-of-living expenses for your family that are not identified elsewhere in this questionnaire
(e.g., specific medical or educational expenses).

DS-1996

Page 5 of 5




	Post: 
	YAgency: Off
	OAgency:  
	YPS: Off
	YPSOther:  
	YPG: Off
	NFM: Off
	NFMS: 
	LOTC: 
	PName: 
	Signature: 
	SDate: 
	SMeat: 
	PMeat: 
	PSeafood: 
	SSeafood: 
	PPoultry: 
	SPoultry: 
	PDairy: 
	SDairy: 
	PGroceries: 
	SGroceries: 
	PFreshFruit: 
	SFreshFruit: 
	PCannedFruit: 
	SCannedFruit: 
	PFrozenFruit: 
	SFrozenFruit: 
	PAlcohol: 
	SAlcohol: 
	PTobacco: 
	STobacco: 
	PClothing: 
	SClothing: 
	PToiletries: 
	SToiletries: 
	PDryCleaning: 
	SDryCleaning: 
	PHairServices: 
	SHairServices: 
	PAppliances: 
	SAppliances: 
	PConsumables: 
	SConsumables: 
	PMedicine: 
	SMedicine: 
	PDoctor: 
	SDoctor: 
	PDentist: 
	SDentist: 
	PAudioVisual: 
	SAudioVisual: 
	PPhotographic: 
	SPhotographic: 
	PReadingMaterial: 
	SReadingMaterial: 
	PRecreationalEquipment: 
	SRecreationalEquipment: 
	PMovieTheater: 
	SMovieTheater: 
	PPerformingArts: 
	SPerformingArts: 
	PSportsEvents: 
	SSportsEvents: 
	PAutoMaintenance: 
	SAutoMaintenance: 
	PAutoTires: 
	SAutoTires: 
	PGasoline: 
	SGasoline: 
	PMealsBreakfast: 
	SMealsBreakfast: 
	PMealsDinner: 
	SMealsDinner: 
	PDayCare: 
	SDayCare: 
	LMeats: 
	ECMeats: 
	MilMeats: 
	BMeats: 
	CATMeats: 
	EXMeats: 
	OFLMeats: 
	LSeafood: 
	ESeafood: 
	MilSeafood: 
	BSeafood: 
	CATSeafood: 
	EXSeafood: 
	OFLSeafood: 
	LPoultry: 
	EPoultry: 
	MilPoultry: 
	BPoultry: 
	CATPoultry: 
	EXPoultry: 
	OFLPoultry: 
	LDairy: 
	EDairy: 
	MilDairy: 
	BDairy: 
	CATDairy: 
	EXDairy: 
	OFLDairy: 
	LGroceries: 
	ELGroceries: 
	MilLGroceries: 
	BLGroceries: 
	CATLGroceries: 
	EXLGroceries: 
	OFLLGroceries: 
	LCigarettes: 
	ELCigarettes: 
	MilLCigarettes: 
	BLGCigarettes: 
	CATLCigarettes: 
	EXLCigarettes: 
	OFLLCigarettes: 
	LAlcohol: 
	ELAlcohol: 
	MilLAlcohol: 
	BLGAlcohol: 
	CATLAlcohol: 
	EXLAlcohol: 
	OFLLAlcohol: 
	LFresh: 
	ELFresh: 
	MilLFresh: 
	BLGFresh: 
	CATLFresh: 
	EXLFresh: 
	OFLLFresh: 
	LFrozen: 
	ELFrozen: 
	MilLFrozen: 
	BLGFrozen: 
	CATLFrozen: 
	EXLFrozen: 
	OFLLFrozen: 
	LCanned: 
	ELCanned: 
	MilLCanned: 
	BLGCanned: 
	CATLCanned: 
	EXLCanned: 
	OFLLCanned: 
	LToiletries: 
	ELToiletries: 
	MilLToiletries: 
	BLGToiletries: 
	CATLToiletries: 
	EXLToiletries: 
	OFLLToiletries: 
	LConsumables: 
	ELConsumables: 
	MilLConsumables: 
	BLGConsumables: 
	CATLConsumables: 
	EXLConsumables: 
	OFLLConsumables: 
	LMedicine: 
	ELMedicine: 
	MilLMedicine: 
	BLGMedicine: 
	CATLMedicine: 
	EXLMedicine: 
	OFLLMedicine: 
	LAudio: 
	ELAudio: 
	MilLAudio: 
	BLGAudio: 
	CATLAudio: 
	EXLAudio: 
	OFLLAudio: 
	LPhoto: 
	ELPhoto: 
	MilLPhoto: 
	BLGPhoto: 
	CATLPhoto: 
	EXLPhoto: 
	OFLLPhoto: 
	LReading: 
	ELReading: 
	MilLReading: 
	BLGReading: 
	CATLReading: 
	EXLReading: 
	OFLLReading: 
	LRecreation: 
	ELRecreation: 
	MilLRecreation: 
	BLGRecreation: 
	CATLRecreation: 
	EXLRecreation: 
	OFLLRecreation: 
	LTires: 
	ELTires: 
	MilLTires: 
	BLGTires: 
	CATLTires: 
	EXLTires: 
	OFLLTires: 
	EC1: 
	OFL1: 
	EC2: 
	OFL2: 
	FFruit: 
	CFruit: 
	FVeg: 
	CVeg: 
	FrVeg: 
	FMilk: 
	DMilk: 
	MBeef: 
	MPork: 
	MLamb: 
	MPoultry: 
	MSeafood: 
	TPOV: 
	TGT: 
	TT: 
	TMB: 
	TS: 
	LRB: 
	LRL: 
	LRD: 
	PRB: 
	PRL: 
	PRD: 
	MRB: 
	MRL: 
	MRD: 
	HB: 
	HL: 
	HD: 
	SAF: Off
	SAA: Off
	LRFLaundry: 
	ECALaundry: 
	MFLaundry: 
	HLaundry: 
	LRFDryCleaning: 
	ECADryCleaning: 
	MFDryCleaning: 
	HDryCleaning: 
	LRFHairServicesMan: 
	ECAHairServicesMan: 
	MFHairServicesMan: 
	HHairServicesMan: 
	LRFHairServicesWoman: 
	ECAHairServicesWoman: 
	MFHairServicesWoman: 
	HHairServicesWoman: 
	LRFHairServicesChild: 
	ECAHairServicesChild: 
	MFHairServicesChild: 
	HHairServicesChild: 
	LRFDayCare: 
	ECADayCare: 
	MFDayCare: 
	HDayCare: 
	LRFAutoMaintenance: 
	ECAAutoMaintenance: 
	MFAutoMaintenance: 
	HAutoMaintenance: 
	LRFDoctorsVisit: 
	ECADoctorsVisit: 
	MFDoctorsVisit: 
	HDoctorsVisit: 
	LRFDentist: 
	ECADentist: 
	MFDentist: 
	HDentist: 
	LRFMovies: 
	ECAMovies: 
	MFMovies: 
	HMovies: 
	LRFAutoTires: 
	TFAAutoTires: 
	MFAutoTires: 
	IAutoTires: 
	FLRPGasoline: 
	TFAGasoline: 
	MFGasoline: 
	Housekeeper: 
	Cook: 
	DayWorker: 
	HSecurity: Off
	HLanguage: Off
	HShopping: Off
	HCleaning: Off
	HOther: Off
	Comments: 


