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As you are aware, the federal government and State ave embarked o 
unprecedented effort to restore the Florida Evergl ive species like 
Burmese python threaten to ndermine these efforts atively impacting t 
and recreational values of t ict-funded sto 
analyses of removed python tive fauna, including liste 
wading birds (e.g., limpkin), top predator species such as the Florida alligator and 
bobcat, and numerous rodent species. 

State and federal natural resource managers are now engaged in python control efforts 
and supportive research in an attempt to eradicate this invasive species from the 
Everglades region. Interagency collaborations dealing with invasive species have 
facilitated many successes that could not have been achieved by individual agencies 
alone. However, these good efforts are likely to be unsuccessful if new introductions 
are allowed to continue through importation via the international exotic pet industry, 
According to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service importation records, 5,968 Burmese pythons 
were imported through the Port of Miami in the last three years alone. 

G~VER\J.VG B O . ~ R D  E X E C L ~ T I V E  OFFICE 

Kevin %kcart), Cl~ari. Alice J. Carlson Lennart E. Lindabl. P.E. Carol Ann Wehie, Executne Dzrecior 
Irela hi. Bague, V!cz-Ciwzi Michael Collins Harkley R. Thornton 
Misa Burt-Stewart Nicoias J. Guti&re~. Jr- Esq. hlalcolm S. Wade, Jr. 



c: 

Scott Hardin, FWC 
George Horne, SFWMD 
Dan Kimball, ENP 

Don Schmitz, DEP 
Skip Snow, ENP 
Dan Thayer, SFWMD 
Carol Wehle, SFWMD 


