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My conment is directed specifically to outsourcing that would affect the core
statistical functions of government agencies. M special expertise is in the
area of crime and justice, but the general position applies to those functions
i n other areas.

The analysis and interpretation tasks, as well as the overall managenent of
the major statistical series regarding crinme and punishment in the US, are

i nherently governmental functions, and should not be subject to outsourcing.
The nation relies on the integrity of this information for accurate know edge
of crime rates, patterns of victim zation, and the effectiveness of crine
control policy (including policing, prosecution, courts, prisons, and
conmunity corrections). This information nmust renain free of politica
control, and it nust continue to be produced according to the highest

net hodol ogi cal standar ds.

That is precisely the current situation at the Bureau of Justice Statistics in
DQAJ. There is no reason to fix what is not broken, and every reason to
support the efforts of the BJS staff in their work. The BJS staff nunbers
sonme 55 - 60 persons, an extraordi nary nunber given the sheer quantity not to
mention the quality of their output each year. There may be a few renaining

| ower-1evel functions at BJS that night be appropriately put out to bid, but
the great majority of positions are integral to the core statistical functions
of the agency. The best way to insure the independence and integrity of those
functions is through civil service protection fromthe efforts of politica
officials, in and outside of DOJ -- under any adm nistration -- to manipul ate
t he production and di ssem nation of information for political gain. The
quality and breadth of crinme statistics in the US are recogni zed t hroughout
the world. Here is a paradi gmcase of |eaving well enough al one.
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