Department of Justice

United States Attorney Michael J. Sullivan
District of Massachusetts

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: CHRISTINA DilORIO-STERLING
DECEMBER 3, 2008 PHONE: (617)748-3356
WWW.USDOJ.GOV/USAO/MA E-MAIL: USAMA.MEDIA@USDOJ.GOV

LOCAL MEMBER OF HELLS ANGELS MOTORCYCLE CLUB
SENTENCED TO 28 MONTHS IN PRISON FOR FIREARM POSSESSION

BOSTON, MA - A Lynn man was sentenced today in federal court for possessing a
firearm and a silencer after having been previously convicted of a felony offense.

United States Attorney Michael J. Sullivan, Glenn N. Anderson, Special Agent in Charge
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives - Boston Field Division and Kevin
Lane, Acting Special Agent in Charge of the Drug Enforcement Administration - Boston Field
Division, announced today that CHRISTOPHER SWEENEY, age 37, of Lynn, was sentenced
by U.S. District Judge Joseph L. Tauro to 2 years and 4 months imprisonment, to be followed by
three years of supervised release after pleading guilty on September 10, 2008 to possessing a
firearm after a prior conviction for a felony offense and possessing an unregistered firearm.

At the earlier plea hearing, the prosecutor told the Court that had the case proceeded to
trial the Government’s evidence would have proven that, on September 20, 2007, as part of a
larger investigation of the Boston and Salem chapters of the Hells Angels Motorcycle Club,
federal agents executed a search warrant at SWEENEY’s home in Lynn, Massachusetts. Inside
the home and elsewhere on the property, agents found a .32 cal. Beretta handgun, a silencer, a
bulletproof vest and various kinds of ammunition.

The case was investigated by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. It was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorneys
Andrew E. Lelling and William J. Trach of Sullivan’s Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement
Task Force Unit.
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