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The Casefor the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement

“This agreement has strategic implications. It is very important for [the United States] to stand with
democracies that protect human rights and human dignity; democracies based upon therule of law.”
- President George Bush, May 2, 2007

“Morethan 9,000 U.S. companies export to Colombia, of which nearly 8,000 are small and medium-
sized firms.” Source: Department of Commerce

1. Open a significant new export market. America stwo-way trade with Colombia reached $18 billion
in 2007, making Colombia our fourth largest trading partner in Latin America and our largest export
market for U.S. agriculture productsin South America. In 2007, total U.S. goods exports to Colombia
reached $8.6 billion. The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement will further open this dynamic and
growing economy to American goods and services. It will provide particular benefitsto U.S. farmers and
ranchers by immediately eliminating Colombia’ s duties on high quality beef, cotton, wheat, soybeans, key
fruits vegetables and many processed foods upon entry into force of the agreement.

2. Level the playing field for American business, farmers, ranchers and workers. America s market is
already open to imports from Colombia. 1n 2007, for example, over 90 percent of U.S. imports from
Colombia entered the United States duty-free under our most-favored nation tariff rates and various
preference programs, such as the Andean Trade Preference Act (ATPA) and the Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP). The U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement will give American businesses, farmers,
ranchers and workers similar access to this important market. Upon entry into force of the agreement,
over 80 percent of U.S. exports of consumer and industrial goods to Colombia will enter duty-free
immediately. The agreement also will provide substantial new opportunities for U.S. farmers’ and
ranchers’ agricultural exports, and resolve sanitary and phytosanitary barriers to agricultural trade with
Colombia. In addition, the agreement will remove barriersto U.S. services, provide a secure and
predictable legal framework for investors, and strengthen protection for intellectual property, workers and
the environment.

3. Strengthen peace, democracy, freedom and reform. In 2000, much of Colombia was controlled by
three terrorist groups and ruthless narcotics trafficking cartels. With U.S. assistance and trade preferences
under ATPA, the Colombian people are transforming their nation. They have achieved solid progressin
promoting economic growth and social development and in reducing violence, impunity and illegal
activities. The progress Colombia has made isreal but critical challengesremain. The terrorist and
paramilitary groups are weakened but not defeated. Violence continues to threaten all sectors of
Colombian society as well as cause displacement and economic hardship. The people of Colombia are
addressing these problems aggressively and decisively, but need the continued help of the United States.
The U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement is acritical tool to provide licit jobs and economic
aternativesto violence. Colombiaisa vibrant democracy, with a history of free elections, afree press,
and solid opposition political parties. Since President Uribe took office in 2002, Colombia has increased
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the size of its security forces and re-established a state presence in every municipality in the country.
Uribe' s strong approval ratings -- over 80 percent in recent polls — shows that this sustained commitment
to improving Colombia' s record in human rights and workers' rightsis broadly shared in Colombia.

4. Promote economic growth and poverty reduction. An increasingly open market has given Colombia
the tools to fight corruption and increase transparency and the rule of law. Through continued U.S.
assistance and approval of the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement, Colombia can become a self-
sufficient partner in the region. As such, Colombiawill derive the full benefits of the global economy,
and can join the growing partnership of countries along the Pacific coast of the Americas to solidify open
markets and strengthen democracy in the region. The resulting increased economic activity will create
additional jobs and opportunitiesin the formal sector and will positively influence Colombia' s efforts to
reduce poverty. Growth has averaged 5.3 percent since 2002 (6.6 percent in 2007); unemployment has
fallen from 16 percent in 2002 to 9.9 percent in 2007; and approximately ten million Colombians have
risen out of poverty in the last five years.

5. Anchor longstanding tieswith a vital regional ally. Colombia has been a steadfast partner in
combating narcotics trafficking and countering regional terror groups. The Colombian people support the
U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement in large numbers. A Gallup Poll conducted on January 17, found
Uribe' s approval rating reached 80 percent. The Colombian Congress strongly favorsthe U.S. —
Colombia Free Trade Agreement — the Senate voted 55-3 and House 85-10 to approve the agreement -
showing that the Colombian people are confident that stronger ties to the U.S. will make them more
secure, stable and prosperous. Approval and implementation of the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade
Agreement will be acritical signal of America' s support for the Colombian people, who have chosen to
strengthen ties with the United States in the belief that reciprocal market access will contribute to the
overall growth and development of their nation.

For more information see: www.ustr.gov/Trade Agreements/Bilateral/Section |ndex.html
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Free Trade with Colombia
Brief Summary of the U.S. — Colombia Free Trade Agreement

» Market Access for U.S. Consumer and I ndustrial Products. Over eighty percent of U.S. exports of
consumer and industrial products to Colombiawill become duty-free immediately, with remaining
tariffs phased out over 10 years. Key U.S. exports will gain immediate duty-free access to Colombia.
Colombia agreed to alow trade in remanufactured goods, and will join the WTO Information
Technology Agreement.

* New Opportunitiesfor U.S. Farmers and Ranchers: U.S. farm exports to Colombia that will
receive immediate duty-free treatment include high quality beef, cotton, wheat, soybeans, soybean
meal; key fruits and vegetables including apples, pears, peaches, and cherries; and many processed
food products including frozen french fries and cookies. U.S. farm products that will benefit from
improved market access include pork, beef, corn, poultry, rice, fruits and vegetables, processed
products, and dairy products. The United States and Colombia have worked to resolve sanitary and
phytosanitary barriersto agricultural trade, including on food safety inspection procedures for beef,
pork, and poultry.

* Textiles and Apparel — Promoting Cooperation and Benefits. Textiles and apparel will be duty-free
and quota-free immediately if the products meet the agreement’ s rule of origin, promoting new
opportunities for U.S. and Colombian fiber, yarn, fabric and apparel manufacturing.

« Strong Protectionsfor U.S. Investors. The Agreement establishes a stable legal framework for U.S.
investors operating in Colombia. All forms of investment are protected under the Agreement. U.S.
investors will enjoy in a@most all circumstances the right to establish, acquire, and operate investments
in Colombiain an equal footing with local investors. Investor protections will be backed by a
transparent, binding international arbitration mechanism.

» Expanded Accessto Services Markets: Colombia will accord substantial market access across their
entire services regime, including financial services. Colombia agreed to eliminate measures that
require U.S. firms to hire national rather than U.S. professionals and phase-out market restrictionsin
cable television. Colombia also agreed that both mutual funds and pension fundsin itsterritory will be
allowed to use portfolio managersin the U.S.

* Greater Protection for I ntellectual Property Rights: The Agreement provides for improved
standards for the protection and enforcement of a broad range of intellectual property rights, which are
consistent with both U.S. standards of protection and enforcement, and with emerging international
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standards. Such improvements include state-of-the-art protections for digital products such as U.S.
software, music, text, and videos; stronger protection for U.S. patents, trademarks and test data,
including an electronic system for the registration and maintenance of trademarks; and further
deterrence of piracy and counterfeiting by criminalizing end-use piracy.

» The Digital Age: The United States and Colombia agreed to provisions on e-commerce that
commits all parties to non-discriminatory treatment of digital products. The parties agreed not to
impose customs duties on digital products transmitted electronically. Additionally, the agreement
requires procedures for resolving disputes about trademarks used in Internet domain names.

* Internationally-recognized Labor Rights: The Agreement includes an enforceable reciprocal
obligation for the countries to adopt and maintain in their laws and practice the core
internationally-recognized labor rights as stated in the 1998 ILO Declaration on Fundamental
Principles and Rights at Work, including a prohibition on the worst forms of child labor. Neither
Party may waive or derogate from the laws that implement this obligation in a manner affecting
trade or investment. There is also an enforceable obligation to effectively enforce labor laws
related to those rights and to working conditions. These labor obligations are subject to the same
dispute settlement procedures and enforcement mechanisms as obligations in other Chapters of the
Agreement. The Agreement also establishes a Cooperative Mechanism for the governments to
develop cooperative activities aimed at promoting and advancing fundamental labor rights.

» Commitments and Cooperation to Protect the Environment: The Agreement commits parties to
effectively enforce their own domestic environmental laws and adopt, maintain and implement
laws, regulations, and all other measures to fulfill obligations under covered multilateral
environmental agreements (MEAS). All obligations in the Environment Chapter are subject to the
same dispute settlement procedures and enforcement mechanisms as obligations in other Chapters
of the Agreement. The Chapter calls for a public submissions process with an independent
secretariat for environmental matters to ensure that views of civil society are appropriately
considered. Thereis also an environmental cooperation agreement that provides aframework for
undertaking environmental capacity building in Colombia.

* Trade Capacity Building: Development and Trade Together: The Agreement creates a Trade
Capacity Building Committee, which will help Colombia build its capacity to implement the
obligations of the agreement and to benefit more broadly from the opportunities it creates.
Assistance programs to be discussed by the committee include, for example, programs for small
and medium-sized enterprises and farmers, and programs for improvements in transportation
infrastructure and telecommunications. The U.S. Government has provided atotal of
approximately $150 million in trade capacity building (TCB) assistance to Colombia for the fiscal
years 2004 through 2006. Colombia also benefited from U.S. Government provided trade capacity
building assistance to Andean regional programs, totaling more than $8.5 million for the same
period. Multilateral lenders such as the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank
provide additional trade-related assistance in support of the agreement.

* Fair and Open Government Procurement: U.S. suppliers are granted non-discriminatory rights
to bid on contracts from a broad range of Colombian government ministries, agencies, public
enterprises, and regional governments. The agreement requires the use of fair and transparent



procurement procedures, such as advance notice of purchases and timely and effective bid review
procedures.

» An Open and Competitive Telecommunications Market: Users of Colombian telecom networks
are guaranteed reasonabl e and nondiscriminatory access to the network. This prevents local firms
from having preferential or “first right” of access to telecom networks. U.S. phone companies
obtained the right to interconnect with Colombian dominant suppliers’ fixed networks at
nondiscriminatory and cost-based rates.

* Increased Transparency: The Agreement’s dispute settlement mechanisms provide for open
public hearings, public access to documents, and the opportunity for third parties to submit views.
Transparency in customs operations will aid express delivery shipments and will require more
open and public processes for customs rulings and administration. For custom procedures,
Colombia committed to publish laws and regulations on the Internet, and will ensure procedural
certainty and fairness. Colombia also committed to make public their responses to significant
comments received on proposed technical regulations.

* Dispute Settlement: Core obligations, including labor and environment provisions, are subject to
the dispute settlement mechanism of the agreement.
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Supporting the Peru, Colombia, and Panama Free Trade Agreements

Accessto alarge and growing markets

Passage of these agreements will provide U.S. businesses duty-free access to markets with a combined population
of approximately 79 million consumers and GDP of nearly $662 billion.

U.S. exports (goods) to Colombia, Panama, and Peru have risen over 153% in the last 6 years (2001-2007).

More than 19,500 U.S. companies export their products to Peru, Colombia, and Panama, which are among Latin
America’ s most dynamic growth markets. In 2007, U.S. goods exports totaled $4.1 billion to Peru, $8.6 billion to
Colombia, and $3.7 billion to Panama.

L evelsthe playing field for U.S. workers, businesses and agriculture

The Agreements will eliminate tariffs on al U.S. exportsto Colombia, Peru, and Panama, with transition periods
for only the most sensitive products.

The Agreements will also provide substantial new market opportunities for U.S. farmers and ranchers, and help
remove non-tariff barriers to agricultural trade with these countries. The American Farm Bureau estimates that
U.S. farm exports to Peru, Colombia, and Panama will increase by nearly $1.7 billion per year under the
agreements, with gains spread among all sectors of U.S. agriculture.

For U.S. service suppliers, the agreements expand market access, ensure non-discriminatory treatment, and require
regulation to be objective and transparent. Further, the agreements provide enforceable protections for U.S.
investors against government measures that are discriminatory, arbitrary, or expropriate their investments.

Strengthen freedom and democr acy

In today’ s world of intense economic and security interdependence, it isin our national interest to engage like-
minded countries committed to democracy, the rule of law, and open markets.

Strong protection for labor and environment

These FTAs incorporate the May 10 bipartisan agreement and contain the most advanced labor and environmental
obligations of any bilateral or regional free trade agreement.

Labor: Commits FTA partners to adopt, maintain and enforce the fundamental 1abor rights as stated in the ILO
Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work.

Environment: Commits FTA partnersto effectively enforce their own domestic environmental laws and adopt,
maintain and implement laws, regulations and all other measures to fulfill obligations under covered multilateral
environment agreements.

Full Application of Dispute Settlement Provisions: Labor and environment obligations will be subject to the same
dispute settlement procedures and enforcement mechanisms as obligations under other chapters of the agreement.

Support American alliesin a key region

The United States has a vested interest in the security, stability and success of Latin America, and standsto gain
substantially from establishing stronger political and economic ties with Peru, Colombia, and Panama.
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Colombia: On a Path to Peace, Justice and Prosperity

“Uribe's government has made major strides, persuading tens of thousands of combatants to
lay down their arms. Murders and kidnappings, the tools of choice during the decades of
lawlessness, have dropped dramatically. The result is a more stable country with a booming
economy and a strong diplomatic relationship with the U.S. Moreover, Uribe stands for
democracy and free markets on a continent that has veered sharply left toward state control.”

Chicago Tribune, June 23, 2007

Seven year s ago, Colombiawas nearly a failed state. Violence wasrampant, Colombianswere
fleeing their country, and economic activity was plummeting. Since then, Colombia and the
United States have wor ked together to combat violence and instability. Together we have made
extraordinary stridesin afew short years. U.S. assistance and tariff preferencesunder the
Andean Trade Preference Act have been key elements of our joint strategy to promote peace,
justice and prosperity. Examplesof progressinclude:

PEACE

Peace Process. Since the Colombian Government enacted the Justice and Peace Law in 2005,
which set the rules under which paramilitary members would demobilize and be brought to justice,
over 31,000 members from 35 paramilitary groups — principally from the AUC (United Self-
Defense Forces of Colombia) - have demobilized. 1n addition, in response to the Colombian
government’ s efforts to defeat the illegal groups operating within its borders, since 2002, more than
10,500 members of the far left insurgent groups FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia)
and ELN (National Liberation Army) have chosen to individually demobilize, leaving their units
and turning themselves in to Colombian authorities.

Steep Declinein Violence: Through Plan Colombia, the Colombian Government stepped up its
efforts to enhance territorial control and reduce violence throughout the country. Asaresult, since
President Uribe took office in 2002, the security situation has improved significantly, with
kidnappings down by 83 percent, terror attacks by 76 percent. Homicides have decreased by 40
percent and homicides against trade unionists have dropped by twice as much (over 80 percent). In
2007, the rate of homicides of unionists was less than one seventh that of the general population.
Protection Programs. The Colombian government is providing protection to over 10,600
individuals. The largest protection program is run by the Ministry of Interior and Justice and
provides protection to more than 9,400 individuals, including over 1,900 trade union members. Of
the program’ s $39.5 million budget, one third — $13.1 million — goes to protect trade unionists.
Expanded Police Presence: Aspart of its effort to bring security and stability to all of its
territory, Colombia has established a police presence in each of its 1,099 municipalities (equivalent
to U.S. counties). Increased police presence has secured primary and secondary roads throughout
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the country, freeing Colombians to travel by road without fear of attack. Asaresult, ridership on
these roads has doubled since 2002, and commerce is flowing between areas that were once
isolated by violence. To combat illegal groups, the Colombian government has established 108
new rural police stations, staffed with over 4,000 new officers.

Increased State Presence: Increased security hasled to real changesin people’ slives. Once
forced to govern from afar due to fear, mayors have returned to their communities and are working
with the national government to provide state services. Colombiais once again providing judicial,
community, health and education servicesin many areas where it was once too dangerous to do so.
Containing Nar cotics Trafficking: The Colombian government is continuing to battle
narcotrafficking, which provides the funding base for illegal armed groups. Interdiction and
eradication successes have kept an average of 400 metric tons of cocaine per year from reaching
the U.S. market, depriving terrorist groups of hundreds of millions in funds to buy arms and mount
attacks.

JUSTICE

Paramilitary Ties Investigated and Prosecuted: To ensure al persons with alleged paramilitary
links are brought to justice, Colombia’ s judicia authorities are —with the full support of the Uribe
Government — aggressively investigating and prosecuting legislators, government officials and
military officerstied to such allegations.

AUC LeadersUnder Arrest: Twenty-three former paramilitary leaders are incarcerated in
maximum security jails. The remaining senior leaders, who refused to surrender, are being sought
by Colombian authorities. Former paramilitaries that commit new crimes will lose their right to
reduced sentences under the Justice and Peace Law.

No Amnesty: In comparison to other peace processes from Guatemalato South Africa,
Colombia’ s process offers reduced sentences, but no amnesty, and significant reparations must be
paid to victims by perpetrators. The government is prosecuting all former paramilitary members
accused of serious crimes. If convicted, they will serve sentences of up to eight years.
Combating Impunity: In Colombia, progress on investigation and prosecution of cases was
hampered by an overburdened, outmoded criminal justice system. To combat the impunity that
resulted from this old system, the country has replaced it with a new oral accusatory system under
which criminal cases move from arrest to verdict in months instead of years, and conviction rates
have increased from less than 3 percent to over 60 percent. To combat impunity in cases of
violence against trade unionists, an independent special prosecutor’s unit with a budget of $1.5
million was established in October 2006 to rapidly investigate and prosecute 187 such priority
cases, which were identified in cooperation with Colombia’s trade unions and the International
Labor Organization.

Extensive Cooperation on Extradition: Colombia has extradited over 680 narcotics traffickers
and terrorists to the United States, including over 620 since President Uribe took office in 2002.

PROSPERITY

Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction: GDP per capita has almost doubled since 2002,
while poverty has declined almost 20%. Unemployment is at its lowest level in adecade. Wages
have risen about 10% since 2000, while inflation has dropped from about 15% to about 6%.

Trade Growth: Colombia s exportsto the United States grew 36% from 2000 to 2007, while U.S.
exports to Colombia grew 132%.
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CoLoMBIA: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LASTING SUCCESS

“Just as Colombia appears poised to put decades of conflict behind it the fate of the FTA stands as a vote of confidence in Colombia’s future.”

me strong bipartisan support, the United States has
sustained a substantial investment in Colombia’s successful
struggle against narcoterrorism. Our support for Colombia’s
people is bearing fruit: Colombia is turning a corner in bringing
security, prosperity, and justice to its citizens. Our continued
commitment will help Colombia consolidate its success by
accelerating economic growth and ensuring that the government
provides social services to all its citizens.

U.S. assistance through Plan Colombia and tariff preferences
under the Andean Trade Preference Act are key elements of
our joint strategy to promote peace, justice, and prosperity in
Colombia. The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement will
make those preferences permanent and will give U.S. exports
the same access to Colombian markets that Colombian products
enjoy in the United States. These trade benefits are vital to
helping Colombia emerge from a ruinous, long-running conflict.
Approval of the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement will also
show the world that the United States stands by its friends.
More importantly, it will help build a dynamic, successful, and
competitive region whose people can be full partners as we
address the common challenges of the 21st century.

FROM NEAR FAILING STATE TO STRATEGIC PARTNER

Eight years ago, Colombia was a near failing state. Violence was
rampant, citizens were fleeing the country, and economic activity
was plummeting. Since then, the United States and Colombia
have worked together to combat violence and instability.

Security has improved markedly. Under President Uribe,
homicides have dropped by 40 percent, kidnappings by 83
percent, and terrorist attacks by 76 percent — and violence

continued

to plummet

in 2007.

Over 45,000
terrorists have
demobilized -
including 32,000
paramilitary
members

— and the FARC
and ELN are
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SORCE: GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA

— Former Under Secretary for Political Affairs R. Nicholas Burns

Dramatic Improvements in Security
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significantly weakened. Colombia is doing what no other
country has attempted during a peace process, holding irregular
forces accountable for their crimes.

At the same time, Colombia has laid the foundation for
bringing government services to areas retaken from illegal
armed groups, and increased investment in alternative
development, human
rights protection, and
social services. Mayors
have returned to their
towns. Enrollment in
public schools is now at
92 percent.

Drug cartels have been
dismantled. Colombia
has extradited over 687 SOURGE: GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA
criminals — mostly drug traffickers — to the United States. Cocaine

production has fallen by a third, seizures of cocaine bound for
the United States have more than doubled, and, while estimates
differ, coca cultivation has declined. Interdiction and eradication
successes have kept an average of 400 metric tons per year of
cocaine from reaching the U.S. market. Alternative development
programs have benefited over 135,000 families and supported over
158,000 hectares of licit crops.

Thanks in part to increased security, Colombia’s economy is
rebounding and people’s lives are improving. Roads are open.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE -

BUREAU OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -

WWW.STATE.GOV
3/10/08



Displaced farmers r ' *.-
are returning to their :
lands. Economic
growth topped over
6.9 percent in 2007,
the highest in eight
years. Unemployment
and poverty are at
their lowest levels in

a decade.
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“Colombia’s transformation in less than a decade from failing
state to thriving democracy is one of the greatest victories
for the cause of human rights in our world today.”
— Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

PRIORITIZING HUMAN RIGHTS

The United States is working closely with Colombia to promote
human rights, ensure access to justice, and end impunity. Under
Uribe, Colombia has come a long way in advancing these goals.
Labor conditions in Colombia have significantly improved.
Working with the International Labor Organization, Colombia
has enhanced its
labor laws and their
implementation and
taken steps to protect
union members and
end impunity in cases
of violence against
them. Thanks to

these measures and

President Uribe with ILO President

Daniel Fuenes de Rioja
SOURCE: GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA

overall improvements
in Colombia’s security
situation, according to NGO figures, homicides of trade unionists
dropped over 79 percent in the last six years.

Much of this improvement has occurred because of Colombia’s
protection programs for its vulnerable citizens. The Ministry of
Interior and Justice’s $39.5 million program provides protection to
over 9,400 individuals. A third of this program’s budget — $13.1
million — goes to protect more than 1,900 trade unionists.

Colombia has committed itself to ending impunity. With
the historic transformation of its criminal justice system now
complete, cases move from arrest to verdict in months instead
of years, and conviction rates have soared from less than three
percent to over 60 percent. To end the backlog of labor cases,
working with the International Labor Organization, Colombia
has created a $1.5 million labor sub-unit to investigate priority
cases of violence against trade unionists.

BUILDING ON PROGRESS

Colombia has designed a strategy to face the challenges
of consolidating these gains by expanding state presence and
government services in areas reclaimed from illegal armed groups.

While maintaining pressure on narcotics traffickers and terrorist
organizations through eradication, interdiction, and extradition,
the strategy outlines a plan to expand government programs

in remote rural areas and puts increased emphasis on security,
social services, and assistance to vulnerable groups, such as Afro-
Colombians, indigenous groups, and displaced persons. It also
devotes more resources to human rights and judicial reforms

to end impunity in these cases. Our assistance supports these
efforts and complements Colombia’s capabilities in areas such

as counternarcotics. As local capacity grows, we are working
with the Government of Colombia to prepare it to assume
responsibility for these programs. However, bilateral assistance is
only part of the solution.

“Trade fosters human opportunities that build hope
and give people a stake in their society’s success.”
— Deputy Secretary of State John D. Negroponte

ADDRESSING ROOT CAUSES OF INSTABILITY

Colombia is a prime example of the intrinsic link between
prosperity and security. To continue its progress in the long
term, and create new economic alternatives to drugs and
violence, Colombia needs investment, trade, and economic
growth. The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement is vital to
supporting Colombia in its success and encouraging yet further
progress. It will bring increased economic opportunity to
the people of Colombia through sustained economic growth,
new employment opportunities, increased investment, and by
consolidating anti-corruption reforms and drawing millions
into the formal economy. The 270,000 jobs it will bring
to Colombians will weaken the lure of the illicit economic
sector. Provisions in the agreement will reinforce democracy
by fighting corruption, increasing transparency, and fostering
accountability and rule of law. Through these changes, the
agreement will address the underlying causes of the social ills
that allow narcotraffickers and insurgent groups to operate.

COLOMBIA’S SUCCESS IS OUR SUCCESS

Supporting Colombia, a key U.S. ally, increases stability in our
Hemisphere, thereby strengthening our security and economic
interests in the region. The United States has been a proud partner
in Colombia’s success and will continue to work side-by-side with
the Colombian people as they further bolster their security and
improve their lives. U.S. support and the U.S.-Colombia Free
Trade Agreement are vital to ensuring Colombia continues on
its trajectory of positive change and continues to be a steadfast
strategic partner for the United States and a democratic anchor
in the region. By embracing democratic governance and open
markets, Colombia has made a strategic choice for a better future
for its people, and needs our support in doing so. It is time for us
to stand by Colombia and its people, showing our commitment
to responsible democracies that seek increased engagement,
partnership, and trade with the United States. m

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE -

BUREAU OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -

WWW.STATE.GOYV
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Charting Colombia’s Progress
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Plan Colombia Achievements 2000-2008

1 Prevented hundreds of tons cocaine from reaching U.S.

1 Kidnappings down by 83%, homicides 40%, terrorist attacks
76% since 2002.

J Over 40,000 terrorists demobilized under President Uribe.

1 100% of population lives under new accusatorial judicial
system that resolves cases in months instead of years.

 Over 4% average GDP growth for past six
years, Poverty and unemployment
at lowest levelsin a decade.

1 135,000 families have benefited from U.S.
alternative development programs.

3/07/2008
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Colombia’ s security

Dramatic improvement in

o Homicides down 40%
o Kidnappings down 83%
o Terrorist attacks down 76%
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Mayor s Exercising Office Outside of Municipality

(out of 1099 municipalities)
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Rider ship on Colombian Roads

(in millions of travelers)
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With a mix of improved security and economic growth, the number
of touristsvisiting Colombia hasdoubled in thelast fiveyears
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Source: Visitors - 1990-2004 data from UN World Tourism Organization
http://www.world-tourism.org/facts/eng/pdf/indicators/| TA_Americas.pdf; 2005-2007 data from Colombian Ministry of Commerce,

Industry, and Tourism

Spending - UN World Tourism Organization http://www.unwto.org/regional/americas/images/publications/unwto_tur_ibero_Ir.pdf
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Homicides of Trade Unionistsin Colombia
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Persons Enrolled in Protection Program

(cumulative totals)
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Groups Recelving Protection

— Peace Negotiators (1%)

Government
Human Rights
Officials (3%)

L eaders of Civil
Society and HR

Or ganizations (10° Trade unionists

Trade Unionists . ’

(21%) displaced persons,
human rights

workers, and NGOs

IDP’s (6%)

Other

(8%) account for almost
half of thosereceiving
NGOs (6%) Union Patriotica protection from the
Members (22%) C .
olombian
City Council Members Gover nment

(23%)

Source: Colombian Ministry of Interior and Justice; Other = Journalists, Personeros, Mayors, Department Legidators, Witnesses, Medical Personnel,
Former Mayors 3/07/2008
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Protection Expenditures by Group
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Alleged Political Killings

(according to NGO reporting based on press reports and allegations received by NGOs)
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New Displacements
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| ndigenous Reserves

(in hectares)
31000000

T
30500000

30000000 //
29500000 /
29000000

28500000 / Onethird of Colombia’'sland
/ (over 30 million hectares) is now
28000000 dedicated to indigenous r eserves
(land collectively titled to
27500000 indigenous communities)
27000000 A
26500000 | | | | | | | | | |

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Source: Colombian Institute of Rural Development (INCODER)
30,711,644 hectares are indigenous reserves; Colombia has atotal of 103,870,000 hectares within its borders 3/07/2008
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Poverty Unemployment

60 (Per centage of Colombiansliving below the poverty line) (Per centage of Colombiansthat are unemployed)
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TheWorld Bank singled out Colombia as one of the
top ten economic reformers of 2006-2007

| nflation Wages
(Average Annual Percentage) (Annual Average; 2000=100)
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Source: Inflation figures from Inter-American Development Bank (www.iadb.org/datagob/index.htm);
Wages figures from Colombia Statistics from Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 3/07/2008
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Child Mortality

(number of deaths per 1,000 children under five)
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Growing Economy, Growing Exports

Overall Exports Exportstothe United States

(in billions of $US) (in billions of $UYS)

30+

H
g

25+

20+

15+

10+

\

\

5_

\

RN OIRQ

0
N O AP OO a4 O O O
FFEFESEHE S

?%6\

P & P > & & o &
@@@@fﬁm@w@ﬁw@w@ﬁf@f

Source: International Monetary Fund, Direction of Trade Statistics; * 2007 data shows preliminary figures released by the Colombian Government  3/07/2008



COLOMBIA

Growing Economy, Growing | mports

Overall Imports Importsfrom the United States
(in billions of $US) (in billions of $UYS)
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New Businesses For med

(total per year)
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Cocaine Production

Coca Cultivation
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Cocaine Produced and Sazed

(in metric tons)
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Drug Laboratories Destroyed

(2002 — 2007) +94%
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Extraditionsto the United States

(cumulativetotals)
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This document is available on-line at
http://www.state.gov/documents/organi zation/93761. pdf

For more information on Colombia’ s turnaround,
visit the State Department’ s webpage
on Free Trade Agreements at
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/c22883.htm
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Colombia FTA:
Colombia’'s Labor Laws and Labor Protections

Strongest L abor Protections Ever in a Trade Agreement

Asaresult of the bipartisan trade deal, the labor chapter of the U.S. — Colombia Free Trade
Agreement, like the agreements with Peru, Panama and Korea, goes further in incorporating labor
protections into a trade agreement than previous trade agreements, by the United States or any other
country. Itincludes:

Fundamental Labor Rights Guaranteed — Enforceable obligation to adopt and maintain in law and
practice the five fundamental labor rights, as stated in the 1998 ILO Declaration on Fundamental
Principles and Rights at Work (ILO Declaration):

e Freedom of association;
The effective recognition of the right to collective bargaining;
The elimination of all forms of forced or compulsory labor;
The effective abolition of child labor and a prohibition on the worst forms of child labor; and
The elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation.

Enforcement Ensured — Enforceable obligation to effectively enforce labor laws related to
internationally recognized labor rights; includes fundamental labor rights from the ILO Declaration,
plus acceptable conditions of work with respect to minimum wages, hours of work, and occupational
safety and health.

Dispute Settlement Parity — Labor obligations subject to the same dispute settlement procedures and
remedies as commercial obligations. Available remedies are fines and trade sanctions, based on
amount of trade injury.

Colombia’slaws provide for fundamental labor rights and more

e Ratified 71 ILO conventions — including al eight of the core conventions. Under Colombia's
Political Constitution, ratified ILO conventions have the same legal authority as national law.

e Passed mgjor labor law reform in 2000 addressing long-standing observations of the ILO on
freedom of association and collective bargaining.

e A 2006 Tripartite Agreement on Freedom of Association and Democracy signed by labor
confederations, employers, and the government lead to the establishment of a permanent ILO
presence in Colombia.

Freedom of Association
e Colombia s Constitution provides for the right to establish trade unions free from government
intervention and guarantees the right to strike.
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e The law provides for special legal protection for union representatives to prevent against anti-
union discrimination in employment.

Right to Organize and Bargain Collectively
e The law prohibits individuals from interfering with, pressuring, or limiting workers trade
union rights, including the right to freely associate.
e The law requires employers to negotiate with unions that submit legitimate requests to bargain
collectively.

Prohibition on Forced L abor

e Colombia's Constitution prohibits slavery and servitude and trafficking in persons, and
violations are subject to imprisonment under the penal code.

e The Inter-institutional Committee against Trafficking in Persons and various ministries have
implemented a variety of anti-trafficking initiatives within Colombia. 1n 2006, the Government
of Colombia reported 49 active investigations, 63 prosecutions, and 10 convictions related to
trafficking.

Labor protectionsfor children and a prohibition on the wor st forms of child labor

e Colombia's Codigo de Infancia y Adolescencia establishes a minimum age for employment
(generally 15 years of age, with limited exceptions under specified conditions) and sets hours
and conditions of work for children under 18 years of age.

e TheMinistry of Socia Protection has established alist of the worst forms of child labor that are
prohibited for all minors under age 18.

e Colombia's Nationa Development Plan 2002-2006 establishes the eradication of exploitive
child labor as apriority.

Non-discrimination in respect of employment
e The Cbdigo Sustantivo del Trabajo states that all workers are equal before the law and that
each worker possesses the same protections and guarantees.
e The government has tasked a special unit to propose, coordinate, and evaluate policies, plans
and programs of prevention, inspection, monitoring and control for the reduction of
employment discrimination.

Acceptable Conditions of Work
e In 2007, Colombia raised its monthly minimum wage to $202 (USD), a $12 increase from
2006.
e The law requires employers to protect the security and health of their workers through the
provision of proper equipment and workplaces.
e The law makes provisions for overtime work that vary according to whether workers' normal
hours are daytime, night time, or mixed shifts.

Creating a Safer Environment for Unionists

Due to paramilitary demobilizations, improvements in the general security situation and a greatly
expanded protection program for vulnerable groups, homicides in Colombia have decreased by 40
percent since 2002 in the country as awhole and by over 60 percent for union members. The
Colombian government has established a special prosecutors unit and assigned three judges to pursue
convictionsin priority homicide cases identified by Colombia s major unions.
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U.S. — Colombia Free Trade Agreement
Benefits The Environment

As a result of the bipartisan trade deal, the environment chapter of the U.S —Colombia Free
Trade Agreement, like the agreements with Peru, Panama and Korea, goes further in
incorporating environmental obligations into a trade agreement than any previous trade
agreement, by the United States or any other country. It includes obligations to implement key
multilateral environmental agreementsin areas such as endangered species protection and
marine pollution prevention.

Highlights of Environmental Accomplishments of the CFTA

First Ever Obligationsto | mplement Key Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAS):
The CFTA includes obligations to implement and enforce several important MEAS, such as those
covering trade in endangered species, production of ozone depleting substances, and
conservation of wetlands. The implementation and enforcement of the international
environmental standardsin these MEASs are subject to the CFTA’ s dispute settlement procedures,
which include the possibility of trade sanctions for violations.

Obligationsto Maintain Robust Domestic Environmental Protections. The CFTA requires the
Parties to pursue high levels of environmental protection, effectively enforce their laws, and not
derogate from these laws to encourage increased trade or investment.

Specific Provision for Protection of Biodiversity.: Colombiais one of the few mega-diverse
countries in the world and the CFTA specifically recognizes the priority placed on protecting and
conserving that diversity.

I nnovative Public Submissions Mechanism to Empower Civil Society: The CFTA establishes
an independent secretariat to receive complaints that a Party is not effectively enforcing its
environmental laws and provides for the possibility of “factual records’ to respond to credible
complaints.

A Comprehensive Approach to Environmental Protection: Parties are to ensure that procedural
guarantees exist to provide for fair, equitable and transparent proceedings for the administration
and enforcement of environmental laws and to complement such guarantees with voluntary,
market-based mechanisms to protect the environment.

Capacity Building through Cooperation: A paralel Environmental Cooperation Agreement
provides a framework for identifying specific capacity-building needsin Colombia and
establishing relevant projects, with civil society input, to address those needs.
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Significant Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) I mprovements

The Colombia IPR chapter contributes to a broad strengthening of Colombia’s IPR protection and
enforcement and thereby represents a significant boost for U.S. commercial interests. The chapter
accomplishes the Trade Promotion Authority objectives regarding promotion of adequate and effective
protection of IPR reflecting standards of protection similar to those found in U.S. law. The Agreement also
incor porates provisions reflecting full respect for the 2001 Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and
Public Health.

Key | PR Accomplishments of the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement (CETA)

State-of-the-Art Protection for U.S. Trademarks
CFTA contains a number of elements that will strengthen Colombia s protection of U.S. trademarks. Colombiais
required to develop an on-line system for registration and maintenance of trademarks.

Colombiawill also develop a system to resolve disputes about trademarks used in internet domain names.
The agreement also advances the U.S. policy objective of ensuring that the first person who acquiresaright to a
trademark or a geographical indication is the person who has the right to use it.

Protection for Copyrighted Worksin a Digital Economy
In addition to ensuring extended terms of protection for copyright-protected works, the CFTA will foster Colombia's
adherence to disciplines that reflect the realities of copyright in a digital age.

Under the terms of the agreement, Colombia will establish strong anti-circumvention provisions to prohibit tampering
with technologies designed to prevent piracy and unauthorized distribution of songs, movies or other works over the
internet. CFTA also ensures that Colombia’ s government must use only legitimate computer software, and establishes
that copyright owners maintain rights over temporary copies of their works on computers.

The agreement also will help prevent piracy of satellite television programming, and sets out rules for the liability of
Internet Service Providers for copyright infringement, reflecting the balance struck in the U.S. Digital Millennium
Copyright Act.

Patents & Test Data: Stronger Protections

The CFTA will significantly strengthen Colombia s basis for protecting patents and test data.

The agreement limits the grounds for revoking patents, provides protection for newly developed plant varieties, and sets
out rules for protecting test data submitted in connection with marketing approval for medicines and agricultural
chemicals.

The CFTA also requires the establishment of procedures and remedies to prevent the marketing of pharmaceutical
products that infringe patents. The IPR protections in the agreement incorporate flexibilities aimed at ensuring that
Colombia can strike an appropriate balance that promotes both pharmaceutical innovation and access to medicines.

Tough Penalties for Piracy and Counterfeiting

The CFTA criminalizes end-user piracy, providing strong deterrence against piracy and counterfeiting. The agreement
will also require Colombiato authorize the seizure, forfeiture, and destruction of counterfeit and pirated goods, and
will also strengthen enforcement by providing for ex officio action in border and criminal cases.
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The United States - Colombia FTA Protects U.S. Ports

The United Sates - Colombia Free Trade Agreement (CFTA) explicitly clarifies the right of the
United Sates to take any measure it considers necessary to protect national security in relation

to U.S. ports or other sectors.

Standard Provisions Regarding Port Services

The United States - Colombia Free Trade Agreement (FTA) commits each party (subject
to specified exceptions) to treat service suppliers and investors of the other party no less
favorably than it treats its own service suppliers and investors.

With respect to “landside aspects of port activities,” the United States is obligated to
provide Colombian service suppliers and investors such treatment only to the extent that
Colombia provides “comparable market access’ to U.S. service suppliers and investors.
(The United States made virtually identical commitmentsin the NAFTA and in the free
trade agreements with Australia, Bahrain, Central America and the Dominican Republic,
Chile, Morocco, and Oman.)

Full and Explicit Discretion to Protect U.S. National Security

The United States maintains full discretion under the FTA to take actions to protect the
national security. In particular, under the FTA’s “essential security” exception (which all
our agreements contain), no provision of the FTA prevents us from applying measures
that we consider necessary to protect our essential security.

This exception is salf-judging. The applicability of the exception turns on what the
United States considers necessary to protect our essential security, not on atribunal’s
assessment of our essential security. Neither an investor/state arbitration tribunal nor a
state/state dispute settlement panel has any authority to second-guess the United States
assessment of its essential security needs.

The Colombia FTA further clarifies the self-judging nature of the essential security
exception and its application to ports. Specifically, the FTA includes language clarifying
that “ measures relating to the landside aspects of port activities are subject to the
application of [the essential security exception].” A footnote to the essential security
exception stipulates that if a party invokes the exception in dispute settlement, “the
tribunal or panel hearing the matter shall find that the exception applies.”
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Broad Support For

U.S. — Colombia Free Trade Agreement
What They're Saying:

“The Colombiafree trade agreement (FTA) will further enhance Tennessee's competitiveness and level
the playing field for Tennessee's exporters. For more than 16 years Congress has given more than 90
percent of Colombian imports duty-free access to the American market, while American exportersto
Colombia still pay hundreds of millionsin tariffs each year. The FTA would make trade with Colombia a
two-way street, benefiting America's businesses, farmers and workers.”
- Secretary Carlos Gutierrez and Senator Bob Corker, Op-ed in The Memphis Commercial Appeal,
March 14, 2008

“The CTPA [Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement] is a free trade agreement, so it isimportant to begin
with some straight talk about trade. Current tariffs between the United States and Colombia are one-
sided; 99.9 percent of Colombia’ s exports already enter the U.S. duty-free. No U.S. agricultural exports
to Colombia receive duty-free treatment. The CTPA will level thisplaying field.... Colombiais already
our fifth largest trading partner in Latin America and the largest export market for our agricultural
products in South America. Last year, the value of U.S. agricultural exports to Colombia reached arecord
$1.2 billion. They included $500 million of yellow corn, $210 million of wheat and barley, $175 million
of soybeans and soybean products and $59 million of cotton. U.S. producers achieved these results
despite the tariff and non-tariff barriers that are now in place. With those barriers removed, U.S.
producers could compete for alarger share of Colombia’s business.”

- Secretary Ed Schafer, Op-ed in The Hill, March 13, 2008.

“Facts are stubborn things, and so it iswith trade in general and the North American Free Trade
Agreement in particular. Contrary to what some of the candidates are saying, Ohio is benefiting from
trade and from NAFTA in extraordinary ways, and no one more than the state's manufacturers.... Many
people don't know that the U.S. market is already wide open to imports; our average duty on importsis
about 2 percent. But countries such as Colombia and South Korea impose an average tariff on U.S.
manufactured goods of 11 percent - just as Mexico did before NAFTA.... The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce estimates the trade agreements with Colombia and South Korea could boost U.S. exports by
more than $25 billion. Saying no to trade deals is the wrong prescription for Ohio manufacturers. And
ending NAFTA would be adisaster for the state's manufacturing workers. On trade, politicians
campaigning for high office should remember the Hippocratic oath: First, do no harm.”

- Daniel W. Christman (Senior Vice President for International Affairs at the U.S. Chamber of

Commerce), Op-ed in Cincinnati Enquirer, March 11, 2008.

“We are asking our allies around the world to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with us to fight terrorism, and
we must not abandon the people of Colombia, who are doing this very task. Thereis something that can
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prove more powerful and lasting than acts of terrorism and war, and that isinclusion in the international
arena. It istime for U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to stop delaying a vote on the ratification of the
Colombian Trade Promotion Agreement.”

- Representative Dan Burton, Op-ed in Miami Herald, March 8, 2008

“There'sjust been areal transformation in this country. Thisis a country that has made tremendous strides
to provide security for its population... [however], they're clearly very open about all the challenges they
face.

- Representative Jim Matheson, quoted in The Salt Lake Tribune, March 5, 2008

“Opposition to this free trade agreement is purely union politics. It'snot rational and it’s not in the best
interest of either country. It makes no sense that we would continue to operate under a system that
provides advantages to Colombian businesses exporting products to the U.S. and not provide the same
advantages to U.S. companies and their employees who want to sell productsin Colombia. | hope
Speaker Pelosi will allow the U.S.-Colombia free trade agreement to come to the floor of the House and
allow membersto vote their conscience.... We began Plan Colombiain 1999 under the Clinton
administration and have invested around $5.7 billion in Colombia. President Uribe has made tremendous
improvements in security and economic growth and approving this free trade agreement is critically
important to Colombia as it continues to chart a successful democratic and economic future.”

- Senator Bob Corker, quoted in The Chattanoogan, March 3, 2008

“Rarely have the facts been arrayed so compellingly in favor of atrade accord that is squarely in the
economic and security interests of the United States as well as our friendsin Colombia. Logically and
morally, the case for Congress to approve it is overwhelming. For American business, the economic case
for the agreement centers on fairness.... In the end, the case for the Colombia trade agreement isn’t just
economic and geopoalitical, it’slogical and moral. If the goal is to give opportunities to working
Americans on factory floors or Colombians rescuing their nation from drug violence, what possible
benefit could there be in defeating this trade agreement? Thisiswhy | am confident that Congress will use
its head — and its heart — and approve the U.S.-Colombia trade agreement.”

- Thomas J. Donohue (President and CEP of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce),

Op-ed in The Politico, March 3, 2008

“It istime to set the record straight on the benefits of NAFTA by looking at the facts and then pressing
Congress to pass pending free-trade agreements. These agreements will increase the state's
manufacturing competitiveness around the world and strengthen the security of Ohio's 308,000
manufacturing jobs that depend on exports.... Instead of sitting on the sidelines, let's fight the good game
by enacting the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement, which remains stalled on Capitol Hill after more
than two years. A completed agreement will provide Ohio manufacturers nearly unfettered access to one
of the world's fastest-growing markets.”
- John Engler (President of the National Association of Manufacturers and former three-term governor of
Michigan), Op-ed in Columbus Dispatch, February 29, 2008

“Congress’ failure to pass the Colombian trade deal may just be the smoking-gun example Mr. Chavez
needs to make his case. Our reputation as a global leader is at stake. And the world iswatching how
Congress responds to this challenge. Given no alternative, | plan on voting later today to extend the
current Colombian trade preference program. But we can and should do better by our Colombian allies
and by American workers who depend on exports for their livelihoods. Congress must pass the
Colombian Trade Promotion Act.”

- Representative Roy Blunt, Op-ed in Washington Times, February 26, 2008



“The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement is our single most effective tool to help bring economic
and political security to Colombia.... Congress must push rhetoric aside and partner with Colombiain
their efforts in establishing a secure and vibrant democracy.... A trade deal would extend our current
trade relationship from a set of revocable unilateral preferences to arelationship where U.S. industry
enjoys the same benefits already granted to Colombia through the Andean Trade Promotion and Drug
Eradication Act. With a permanent trade promotion agreement, the Colombian market would open on a
reciprocal basisto U.S. goods, allowing 80 percent of U.S. consumer and industrial products to
immediately enter Colombia duty-free. This helps workers and allows U.S. exporters to be more
competitive at atime of increased challenges. In addition, labor provisionsin the core text would require
enforcement of domestic labor laws. Itistimeto level the playing field for ourselves while helping the
people of Colombia.”

- Susan Segal (President and CEO of the Americas Society and the Council of the America), Op-ed in

Latin Business Chronicle, February 25, 2008

“Benefitsfrom freetrade arereal.... AsPresident Bush reminded usin the State of the Union address,
Colombiais'afriend of Americathat is confronting violence and terror and fighting drug traffickers." It
has more than earned the trade benefits Congress refuses to approve.”

- Ed Feulner (President of The Heritage Foundation), Op-ed in The Indianapolis Star, February 5, 2008

“The seeming reluctance of congressional Democrats to consider a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) for
Colombia, and the hostile reception of Colombian President Alvaro Uribe in Washington last year by
Democratic leadership callsinto question whether they at all support one of America's staunchest alliesin
that region. Colombiaremains a developing country that for decades has been wracked by civil conflict
and anillicit narcotics trade that ends up on American streets. For these reasons, U.S. assistance for
Colombia under the Clinton and Bush administrations has exceeded $5 billion. Many believeaFTA
would ensure a sustainable return on our aready significant foreign investment in that country.”

- Senator Judd Gregg, Op-ed in Washington Times, February 2, 2008

“Free trade agreements with Colombia, Panama and South Korea would merely require a congressional
coalition of Republicans and free-trade Democrats, though that may be equally hard to come by, of
course. Still, it isgreatly in theinterest of the United States to close those deals, not only to reach markets
with tariff-free access to 100 million new consumers, but as the president pointed out: *If we fail we will
embolden the purveyors of false populism.””

- Helle Dale, Op-ed in Washington Times, January 31, 2008

“Thisyear, the Democratic majority managed to shift the emphasis of Plan Colombia aid away from anti-
drug and anti-guerrilla activities toward humanitarian initiatives—including rural employment
opportunities, assistance for displaced persons, the rebuilding of war-torn communities, and the protection
of human rights. Democrats, or at least an important number of them, know that all of these goals will be
reinforced by the economic benefits of afree trade pact with the United States—particularly a pact that
requires further attention to human and labor rights from the Colombian government. If the FTA is
approved, the Democratic leadership can take substantial credit for encouraging a more humanitarian,
more socialy progressive, and more rights-directed course in Colombia. Thisisthe main incentive for
Democratic support for the Colombia-U.S. free trade agreement.”

- Peter Hakim, Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle, January 29, 2008

“High tech is America's largest export sector. Let's keep it that way by supporting free trade.

The right action today is to fervently support policies that facilitate trade between nations, such as free
trade agreements and presidential Trade Promotion Authority. Congresswill consider free trade
agreements with Colombia, Panama and South Koreathis year, and CEA [Consumer Electronics



Association] is urging their swift passage, as well as reauthorization of TPA, which allows the president
to negotiate workable trade agreements. These steps will create high-paying U.S. jobs and help ensure the
continued pre-eminence of the U.S. economy.”

- Gary Shapiro, Op-ed in Las Vegas Review-Journal, January 8, 2008

“In 2006, two-way trade with Colombia totaled $16 billion. That could grow alot bigger, reason enough
to OK afree-trade deal. But free-trade deals also offer something else to the U.S.: away to project “soft
power” to strengthen its ties with democracies in the Western Hemisphere.... Free-trade treaties are
actually a big opportunity to draw friendly countries like Colombia closer to the U.S. The high
investment they attract creates jobs and reduces the appeal of hard-left populism.”

- Monica Showalter, Op-ed in Investor’s Business Daily, January 3, 2008

“It isimpossible for someone to go to Colombia and not be impressed with the strides they have madein
very real ways.”
- Representative Eliot Engel, quoted in Congress Daily, December 20, 2007

“More important, in his five yearsin office, he [President Uribe] has taken on the drug dealers, the
guerrilla movements and the paramilitaries and dramatically reduced the level of violence, guerrilla
activities, kidnappings and killings... thanks to him, Colombiaisareal country again. We need to support
him and the way to do it is to pass a free trade agreement.”

- Morgan Smith, Op-ed in Rocky Mountain News, December 12, 2007

“The progress in Medellin reflects a broader Colombian renaissance. By virtually every metric--security,
political, economic, and social--the long-bel eaguered South American country has made remarkable
strides.... The U.S.-Colombia free trade pact would give American exporters the same market access that
Colombian exporters have enjoyed under unilateral trade preference programs.”

- Duncan Currie, Op-ed in The Weekly Sandard, December 10, 2007 print edition

“...the United States can make a difference in South America, in terms of Venezuelan influence.
And here'show: The Congress can pass a free trade agreement with Colombia.... | like to quote Prime
Minister Stephen Harper who said, the biggest fear in South Americais not the leader in Venezuela, but
the biggest fear for stability isif the United States Congress rejects the free trade agreement with
Colombia. It would be aninsult to afriend. It would send a contradictory message to a country led by a
very strong leader, who is working hard to deal with some very difficult problems, one of which isarmed
gangs of people that are ruthless and brutal -- people who just kidnap innocent people for the sake of
achieving political objectives. And so avote for democracy took place, avery strong vote for democracy.
And the United States policy can help promote democracies and stability. And again, I'm going to repeat
to you: If the Congress does not pass the free trade agreement with Colombia, it will be a destabilizing
moment.”

- President George W. Bush at a press conference, December 4, 2007

“The best place to start is with the prompt passage and signing of the Colombian free trade agreement,
which has been languishing in Congress for months. Swift U.S. ratification of the pact would send an
unequivocal message to the people of Colombia, the opposition in Venezuela and the wider region that
they do not stand alone against Chéavez. It would also provide concrete economic opportunities to the
people of Colombia, helping to offset the restrictions being imposed by Venezuela -- and it would
strengthen the U.S. economy in the bargain.”

- Donald Rumsfeld, Op-ed in Washington Post, December 2, 2007



“By promptly passing the trade agreement, Congress will help cement these reforms and send the
unmistakable signal to other Latin American nations that Washington takes seriously economic and
democratic liberalization. The economic reasons for passage are as compelling as the national-security
arguments that McCaffrey outlined. Colombiais developing into aregional economic power, and it isthe
second-largest Latin American market for U.S. agriculture exports.”
- Brigitte Schmidt Gwyn (Director of Business Roundtable), Op-ed in Miami Herald,
November 30, 2007

“Colombiais our fifth largest trading partner in South America and the largest importer of U.S.
agricultural products. 1n 2006, 92 percent of imports from Colombia entered the U.S. duty-free, while
tariffs were imposed on virtually all American goods going into their country. A pending trade agreement
in Congress would eliminate those tariffs and create alarger market for, among other things, agricultural
products and manufactured goods from Mississippi.... Inreturn, the pact will enable Colombiato enhance
its ability to compete in the global marketplace.”

- Representative Roger Wicker, Op-ed in The Clarion-Ledger, November 26, 2007

“Not passing the trade agreement would be a slap in the face quite frankly to the leadership of this country
and will also be used by our adversariesin thisregion to try to taunt the Colombians and say well you
have such a great friend in the United States, they wouldn’t even stand with you on the trade deal. There
issome emotion in thisissue. It isimportant trade wise, it isimportant for jobs, but thereis a certain
prestige associated with this agreement being passed at this time that the President here needs and that we
need to support our aly. | camein support, aready supporting the free trade agreement. | intend to go
back and try to work with my colleagues and help them understand how important thisis for this country
and our good ally for this democracy to continue to flourish and provide opportunities to the people that
democracies typically do.”

- Representative Conaway, Interview by Agritalk, November 20, 2007

“1 can assure you that during this administration, President Uribe has made incredible strides not only in
the human rights issue but you know in the poverty issues, trying to figure out what you do with, how you
absorb, you know, the drugs off the streets and take them off the streets so they don’'t end up in America
so that we can actually start working in away that we move this economy of this country.... Part of the
problem and | see back in Congressisreally apolitical fight between the leadership in the House and the
Senate and the administration and | would wish that we can put partisanship aside to move forward’

- Representative John Salazar, Interview by Agritalk, November 20, 2007

“The success and stability of Colombia and the Pan-American region depend on our ability to recognize
the importance of this agreement to the United States, to Colombia's economy, to human rights progress
and to enhanced U.S. national security.... The negotiations are done, and this historic agreement has been
passed by the Colombian legislature. Support for Colombia and the trade agreement is smart foreign
policy. Congress has aresponsibility to act now.”
- Barry McCaffrey (U.S drug czar from 1996 to 2001), Op-ed in Washington Post,
November 20, 2007

“1 think we' re making progress on both the economic and civil society front with the passage of the FTA,
and | do think it would be a pretty serious step backward if we' re not able to do so.”
- Thomas McLarty (President Clinton’s former Chief of Staff), quoted in Reuters, November 13, 2007

“So how do we save jobsin this country? By exporting manufactured goods and agricultural products that
we can grow and that we can make. This allows us to do better than current law. Now, if you want to
vote "no," what do you get? Y ou get status quo. | thought that's what we were trying to change. We don't



like status quo. We want more jobs in America. How do you get more jobs? Y ou get more jobs by
allowing people who are engaged in excess production to sell it to somebody else out of this country.
That'swhat it's about. Thereisone more aspect that | would like to touch on briefly, the national security
aspect. South Americais going to go one way or the other. | was just in Colombia, South Americathis
last weekend. Chavez and Venezuelais against this. Are you with Chavez or are you with America? That
really isbasically what | am trying to talk about.”

- Representative John Tanner, Statement from the House Floor, November 7, 2007

“It's [U.S. — Colombia TPA] something that the Congress should take up and debate thoroughly and
examine thoroughly. But my instinct tells me that if we are already allowing this country's products into
our country and we are able to eliminate the tariff on our goods, we ought to take that step.”

- Representative Bob Goodlatte, quoted in Farm Progress, November 6, 2007

“It was a great opportunity in avery short period of time to see what great progress Colombia has made
in dealing with the drug problem, particularly in Medellin. The fact that they have cut down on the crime
rate, particularly murders, and created a more stable environment for economic development to happenis
avery positive success story.... What you don’'t realizeisthat it's a population of 45 million people, or
almost 45 million people, where there are very stable, large urban areas, very stable parts of the country
that are moving ahead and they’ re moving a very stable economy that could be a very good trading
partner with the United States.... So | think it’s something we do need to tell people, that Colombiais
making great strides and building a great market economy.... Obviously we produce alot of potatoes and
alot of custom product for alot of different buyers around the globe, and we' d certainly like to get some
of that product into Colombia. | think we would have a tremendous benefit of having a 30 percent tariff
that’s currently on our product going into that country basically being removed.”

- Senator Maria Cantwell, Interview by Stewart Doan, November 5, 2007

“All of us should hope that Democratic leaders in Congress figure out that not hel ping Colombia comes at
too high aprice. Thetime has come for the Florida congressional delegation to step up and urge the
House leadership to approve thisimportant agreement that will not only benefit Florida, the United States,
but our neighbors to the south.”
-By Juan C. Zapata (Republican state representative from Miami), Op-ed in South Florida Sun-Sentinel,
November 5, 2007

““We want to see a labor force with the opportunity to be able to organize themselves,” she said. The
Colombian government is making efforts to improve the situation, she said and it doesn't make sense to
wait for ‘ complete perfection’ before approving the agreement.”

- Senator Blanche Lincoln, quoted in Dow Jones Newswires, November 4, 2007

"Colombiais still being studied by the members, and as | told the ambassador who was here this morning
... we would want to work harder in getting votes for Colombia rather than bring the bill up and having it
defeated, which we think would be a rebuff to agreat president and to great country and a great ally.”

- Representative Charles Rangel, quoted in Bureau of National Affairs, November 1, 2007

“In this context, Colombia shows great potential for sustained growth that will surely be encouraged if the
country manages to gain access to new markets through free-trade expansion, just as other countriesin the
region have done or will do soon.... Last year's negotiations toward a free-trade agreement with the
United States are undeniable proof that the country is ready to take advantage of trade liberalization.
Furthermore, the country is opening its economy based on the idea that expanded trade will improve the
quality of lifefor its population.”

- Pamela Cox, Op-ed in Miami Herald, October 17, 2007



“Congress has an opportunity to make alasting impact on economic prosperity and development in Latin
America. Support of the free-trade agreements (FTAS) with Colombia, Panama and Peru will open new
opportunities for countries that have made significant social and economic progressin the last few years.”

- Brian Wanko (Director of government relations at the Council of the Americas),
Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle, October 15, 2007

“Inthe last 20 years, many countriesin Latin America have made notable advances toward the
construction of stable democracies, the promation of free trade, and improvement of the quality of life of
their inhabitants. The United States of America has supported these processes using, among other
mechanisms, the signing, ratification, and implementation of free trade agreements.... | believe the
implementation of these agreements would be of the greatest benefit [for Peru, Colombia, and Panamal,
for the United States, and for good relations between your country and Latin America. In addition, the
ratification of these agreements would send an important signal of our shared commitment to commercial
integration and the development of our continent. Respectfully, | exhort you to do what you can to help
achieve thisgoal.”

—H.E. Felipe Calder6n Hinojosa (President of Mexico),
from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, October 15, 2007

“This past spring, as part of a delegation to Congress with the Council of American Companiesto
promote the free trade agreement and Plan Colombia, | was shocked at the lack of interest in Latin
American affairs among the people | talked to. Thisiswhat iswrong with our foreign policy. We are
fickle partners who wait for the mountain to come to us, rather than going to the mountain.”

- Vincent Volpi (CEO of PICA Corp.), Op-ed in USA Today, October 11, 2007

“With humility and profound respect, | would like to suggest the importance of the U.S. Congress
ratifying these agreements [with Peru, Colombia, and Panama], thinking not only in the benefits they
would bring to the Latin American nations | have mentioned — benefits that would be considerable —
but also of the benefits they would bring to the people of the United States.”

—H.E. Oscar Arias (President of Costa Rica and Nobel Peace Prize laureate),
from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, October 10, 2007

“Congress now has a chance to consolidate the progress and do more to stabilize Colombia by passing a
recently-negotiated free trade pact, known as the Colombian Trade Promotion Agreement. Thiswould
provide new markets for U.S. exporters as well as jobs and income for hundreds of thousands of
Colombians.”

-Senator Richard Lugar, Op-ed in Miami Herald, October 8, 2007

“The United States has played an important role in the opening of markets by signing, ratifying, and
implementing free trade agreements. Mexico, Chile, and the countries of Central Americaand the
Dominican Republic today benefit from the valuable development tool of afree trade agreement with the
United States. Three additional countries— Colombia, Panama and Peru — also signed free trade
agreements with the United States .... We consider that it would be greatly beneficial for those countries,
for the United States, and for good relations between your country and Latin America, that those free
trade agreements be ratified.”

—H.E. Elias Antonio Saca (President of El Salvador),H.E. Manuel Zelaya (President of Honduras), and
H.E. Oscar Berger (President of Guatemala), from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, October 3, 2007

“In my view, Colombia needs its democratic friends to lean forward and give them a chance at partnership
and trade with North America. | am very concerned that some in the United States seem unwilling to do



that. What message does that send to those who want to share in freedom and prosperity?... If the U.S.
turnsits back on its friends in Colombia, this will set back our cause far more than any Latin American
dictator could hope to achieve.”
— Hon. Sephen Harper (Prime Minister of Canada), from a speech to the Council on Foreign Relations,
September 25, 2007.

“The future of this relationship now lies in the Colombian Free Trade Agreement, and itsfate liesin the
hands of this Congress. The adoption of a permanent trade agreement between our two nations would
allow both countries free and unfettered access to each other’s markets — access American exports do not
enjoy today.”

- Representative Roy Blunt, Op-ed in The Palitico, September 25, 2007

“The foot-dragging in Congressisironic, because the United States would benefit most from ratification
of the U.S.—Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement—asit was originally negotiated.... It will also
strengthen U.S. nationa security and provide, through economic growth, additional resources for the
Colombian government to fight terrorists and cocaine traffickers.”
- James M. Roberts (a research fellow at The Heritage Foundation), Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle,
September 24, 2007

“We should be absolutely clear of the consequences of not passing these agreements. If the United States
does not stand with the true democrats of the Americas, who want to better their people’s lives not
dominate them, then we will demonstrate exactly what the new autocrats are arguing — that democracy
cannot deliver real benefits, that free markets and free trade are aroad leading only to empty promises,
and that the United States of Americawill not even stand with its best friends. Put ssmply: Failing to pass
the FTAs with Peru, Panama, and especialy Colombiawould be awin for Hugo Chavez and a defeat for
the forces of democracy in the hemisphere.”

- U.S Deputy Secretary of Sate John Negroponte, Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle,

September 24, 2007

“President Bush wants to help Colombia on the road of prosperity and security. Today, we have the
opportunity to do just that. Congress should pass these FTAs. Congress already allows 90 percent of
their goods to enter our markets duty free. These FTAswill give our farmers and workers the same
preferences Congress has given their workers. We know that open markets benefit our economy. Since
2001, our trade with FTA countriesin the hemisphere has skyrocketed by 60 percent.”

- Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez, Op-ed in Miami Herald, September 20, 2007

“Protectionists in Congress think there's no cost to shooting down pending free trade deals in the pipeline
with Peru, Panamaand Colombia. Don't tell that to Latin Americans desperately trying to keep
Venezuelan bad boy Hugo Chavez out of their countries.”

- Mary Anastasia O’ Grady, Op-ed in Wall Street Journal, September 18, 2007

“Unfortunately, opponents of the Colombia agreement have positioned it asa‘reward’ that Colombia
does not ‘deserve,’ rather than what it truly is: acritical vehicle to assist the Colombian people to defeat
the scourges of narcotics trafficking and the vicious violence of unreconstructed guerrillas.... Importantly,
the Colombia free trade agreement would also open a market to U.S. exports that has been closed, despite
the fact that the U.S. market is open to Colombian goods. Rather than areward for Colombia, this deal is
acritical building block of U.S. strategic interestsin the region.”

- Eric Farnsworth and Gary Hufbauer, Op-ed in Baltimore Sun, August 2, 2007



“We are going to find away to get Colombia passed.... Itisvery important.”
- Senator Max Baucus, The Weekly Sandard, July 30, 2007

“The goal was to strengthen and expand the consensus behind democracy and free markets that defines
nearly our entire hemisphere today.... Some of our strongest democratic allies -- Panama, Peru and
Colombia -- have made strategic commitments to us through their trade agreements.... The agreements
we have negotiated are good and fair. Walking away from them now means walking away from the
millions of people in these countries who believe that trade and investment are the key to their prosperity
and well-being. It means walking away from our commitment to fight poverty and promote opportunity,
and the consequences would be felt in the region for years to come.”

- Secretary Condoleezza Rice, Op-ed in Miami Herald, July 15, 2007

“All of usregard Colombiaas acrucia aly in aregion that deserves our active engagement, and the bill
represents an effort to have U.S. funds help address the root of numerous problems there.”
- Pelosi, Hoyer, Rangel, and Levin, Satement on Trade, July 2, 2007

“There are important regional economic and political imperatives in favor of the Colombia agreement. It
would affirm America sinterest in and commitment to Colombia’ s economic development while also
increasing market access for U.S. goods. Currently, the United States provides tariff-free access to many
Colombian goods under the Andean Trade Preferences and Drug Enforcement Act, but we are not
afforded similar treatment in Colombia. This deal would change that.”
- By Tom Daschle (former Democratic Senator from South Dakota),
Op-ed in Washington Post, June 25, 2007

“The pending U.S.-Colombia Trade Partnership represents a stark moment of truth for the United States,
with huge implications for America s relations with a key regional aly, itsinfluence across Latin America
and its efforts to extend freedom and democracy around the world.”

- By Lawrence Haas, Op-ed in Miami Herald, June 25, 2007

“Turning away from the Colombia Free Trade Agreement will not end discontent with stubborn poverty,
inequality and political marginalization. Rather, it will lock out a valuable tool that can be used to assist
in the improvement of rule of law, economic investment and the transition of the poor out of the dead-end
informal economy into the more stable formal labor market.”

- By Representative Gregory W. Meeks, Op-ed in Miami Herald, June 20, 2007

“1 believe that the positive reality generated by the free trade agreement between the United States and
Chile might constitute a useful element for the Congress of your country [to consider] when the moment
comes to decide on the approval of the Free Trade Agreements between the United States and Peru,
Panama, and Colombia. Three years after our bilateral trade agreement came into force, the evaluation of
its effects made by my Government, as well as the one of the Chilean public opinion, is clearly
positive.... | would also like to emphasize that regarding environmental and labor issues, we are closely
working with the authorities of your country in projects oriented to improve the quality aswell asto
strengthen the enforcement of our laws and regulations, in order to reach international standards.... | am
certain that the respective approvals by the Congress of your country of the free trade agreements between
the United States and Peru, Panama, and Colombia ... will benefit those countries as well as the rest of
the American continent, whose common aspiration is to advance along the path of economic and social
development in peace, freedom, and democracy. These approvals will also be beneficial for relations
between the United States and Latin America, since they will stimulate trade and exchanges, aswell as
the global economic and political relations.”

—H.E. Michelle Bachelet Jeria (President of Chile), from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, April 23, 2007



Excerpts from Key Editorials:

Bush Raises Stakes On Free Trade (I nvestor's Business Daily)
March 12, 2008

“There's no good reason not to pass the Colombia pact. Colombiais our best aly in the hemisphere and,
coming up from along war, has a sharply improving democracy and human rights record. ‘No nation has
ever improved asthis one has,” drug czar John Walters said in arecent interview with IBD.... Meanwhile,
exports can help in America's effort to stave off recession. U.S. exports grew 12.6% in 2007, and exports
to free-trade countries grew faster still. ‘Last year, exports accounted for 40% of U.S. growth,” Bush
noted. ‘ Doesn't it make sense to open up markets, to continue to grow our good economy with exports?”

Toafreer Latin America (Arizona Republic)
March 12, 2008

“Most Colombian exports to this country arrive largely duty-free, courtesy of the 1991 Andean Trade
Preference Act, which reduced or eliminated trade barriers to Latin American countries that took effective
steps to fight drug-trafficking. A former narco-terror hell on Earth, Colombia has taken greater stepsto
fight the narcotics cartels than, arguably, any nation in the region.... 1n 2006, for example, Arizona
companies exported arelatively paltry $9.8 million worth of manufactured goods and el ectronics to
Colombia, according to the U.S. Department of Commerce. And they paid a healthy fee for that privilege,
including tariffs of 10 to 20 percent. Congressional approval of the Colombian free-trade agreement
would strike that imbalance and almost certainly would prove an immediate godsend to Arizona
manufacturers that do business with Bogota.”

Colombia Has Earned Its Trade Pact (Investor's Business Daily)
March 11, 2008

“With time for passage running out with the expiration of President Bush's fast-track authority in June, the
pact likely isto come up for avote soon, with or without the approval of congressional leaders. If
congressional Democrats don't approve it, they'll be the most ungrateful partners any friend of the U.S.
has encountered. Such ingratitude will reverberate in other countries and limit American influence.
Colombiaisan ally that deserves free-trade status and has done more than its share to earn it.”

The Chavez Democrats (Wall Street Journal)
March 10, 2008

“Meanwhile, Colombian President Alvaro Uribe is embracing greater economic and political freedom.
He has bravely assisted the U.S fight against narco-traffickers, and he now wants to link his country more
closely to Americawith afree-trade accord. As a strategic matter, to reject Colombias offer now would
tell everyonein Latin Americathat it is far more dangerous to trust Americathan it isto trash it.”

Pass Colombia trade deal (Palm Beach Post — FL)
March 10, 2008

“In an increasingly anti-American region, allies need economic help from America. The Colombian free
trade agreement would provideit.”



Colombia Gives Free Trade A Chance (Investor's Business Daily)
March 05, 2008

“So hereis Colombia, a nation provoked to war by two barbaric neighbors spoiling for afight, and the
only thing it wants from its big ally up north is the passage of atrade pact to drop tariffs on U.S. goods
and encourage investment in both countries.... Colombias refusal to get into afight with Chavez signals a
strong preference for peace through trade and development. If Congress won't approve Colombia's free
trade pact after such a demonstration of courage under fire, then it's no better than Chavez.”

Uribe! (National Review Online)
March 5, 2008

“The trade deal with Colombiawould cost the U.S. almost nothing — most Colombian goods already
enter the U.S. duty-free — but would open Colombia s markets to American exporters, strengthening our
economic and security tiesto a country that shares our interest in countering terrorism and
authoritarianism in South America.... Congress should pass the Colombia FTA as soon as possible to
show President Uribe that we support Colombia' s fight against terrorists and the regimes that enable
them.”

Obama's Teamster 'Diplomacy’ (Wall Street Journal)
February 21, 2008

“Consider also that Seoul iswilling to open up some of its own politically sensitive industries, such as
banking and cars, for the FTA. Mr. Obama might take alook at areport last fall from the International
Trade Commission, which saysthe FTA is expected to boost U.S. GDP by $10 billion to $12 billion
annually and that the impact on American employment would be ‘negligible.” In exchange, consumersin
both countries would enjoy lower prices and awider range of goods. Korean President Roh Moo-hyun
has put alot of political capital behind the trade pact and President-elect Lee Myung-bak is also a strong
supporter.... A U.S. ‘no’ would be a huge embarrassment for them -- and for American ‘diplomacy.’”

Whose Failure On Colombia's Pact? (Investor's Business Daily)
January 31, 2008

“Following afree-trade delegation led by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to Medellin, Colombia, last
week, it's astonishing how well some congressional Democrats grasp why a pending free trade agreement
with Colombia ought to pass.... Here are the facts: Colombiais a strong hemispheric ally. Most of its
goods to this country already come in duty-free. As such, free trade would benefit U.S. companies and
workers as much if not more than Colombians. There's no downside.”

Bush's End Game (Wall Street Journal)
January 29, 2008

“We were aso glad to see Mr. Bush stress free trade last night, especially the U.S. pacts with Colombia
and South Korea now pending in Congress. Freetradeisahard sell even in the best of times, but itisan
issue on which a President must spend capital in the national interest. Colombiaisakey ally inabad
neighborhood not far from U.S. shores. For Congress to reject Colombia's attempt to link itself to the
U.S. economy would be a strategic blunder of the first order.”



Free Trade: Worth Fighting For (Investor's Business Daily)
January 10, 2008

“Recession’'s winds are blowing and America's strategic position is uncertain. Passing the approved pacts
for Colombia, Panama and South Korea will bring great economic opportunity to the U.S. and provide a
stable climate for growth for the alies who've stood by us.... If Democrats are serious about winning the
White House in 2008, they need to think about the kind of Americatheir leader is going to face in 2009
— one of recession, broken alliances and alienated allies, or a new era of investment and opportunity that
will ensure a path to fast growth. Democrats must join President Bush as he makes his plea, and pass free
trade now. We sink or swim together.”

Peru Down, Colombiato Go (Wall Street Journal)
December 27, 2007

“By now, most unbiased observers have noted the remarkable job Colombian President Alvaro Uribe has
done to return peace and security to that country since taking office in 2002. And we're confident Mr.
Rangel wants to do the right thing, but he keeps getting whipsawed by Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the
AFL-CIO.... Do Democrats really want to lose Colombia?”’

Peru trade deal done; two mor e need action (San Antonio Express-News)
December 13, 2007

“Beyond the impact on the two countries, the U.S.-Peru agreement’s expansion of Western Hemispheric
free trade offers a compelling free market aternative to paternalistic and socialistic effortsto fight
poverty.... On thisnote, Congress can follow through by finally passing two other long-delayed free trade
agreements with Colombia and Panama. Prosperity is a powerful antidote against authoritarian rulers
pushing failed economic policies. Free markets empower free people and free societies. The least the
United States can do for friendly democraciesin Latin Americais bolster them with free trade agreements
that, at the same time, also bolster our own economy.”

Colombia Pact Rising (Investor's Business Daily)
December 12, 2007

“The U.S.-Peru free trade pact, to be signed Friday, will not just bring our ally closer and assure its
prosperity. It aso seems to be generating momentum for the more critical trade deal with Colombia.
That's important, because extending free trade with Peru while denying it to Colombia sends a bad
message to our 34 southern neighbors that the U.S. isn't all that committed to the region — or reliable as a
partner.... Thetwo pacts are about equal, were negotiated at the same time and required the same
reforms. Both nations willingly made the changes because they wanted free trade so badly. To give one
free trade while leaving the other in the cold will not only alienate both, but will send a message to the
region that the U.S. isamercuria partner unworthy of alignment.”

Slapping Our Latin Allies (New York Post)
December 10, 2007

“Colombian President Alvaro Uribe has been America’s closest friend in South America ever since he
inherited his fractured, violence-plagued country five years ago. And he's worked nothing short of a
miracle, imposing law and order in regions once overrun with Chavez-backed Communist rebels,



powerful drug cartels and paramilitary gangs. Democrats in Congress, however, are holding up afree-
trade bill that would help Columbia[sic] get on itsfeet.”

Peru IsIn, Now Where's Colombia? (Investor’s Business Daily)
December 04, 2007

“In short, it's Christmas all around, with the free trade zone of the Americas stretching ever farther across
the hemisphere's Pacific coast. It isatrade alliance that will bring confidence and prosperity as surely as
it will provide an alternative to populist tyranny. That iswhy the pending trade pact with Colombiaisjust
ascritical.... With Peru showing that free tradeis alive and passable, there is plenty of cause for
celebration. Now isthe time to move forward on a deal with Colombia. The momentum must not be lost.
There istoo much to gain.”

A way to boost economy (Orlando Sentinel —FL)
November 15, 2007

“The U.S. House's recent approval of afree-trade pact with Peru was, as Democratic Rep. Kendrick Meek
of Miami declared, ‘agreat victory for Florida's economy.’... Trade agreements with Panama, Colombia
and South Korea -- three more key trade partners for Florida -- await action from Congress. Passing those
deals would stretch the recent victory from the Peru pact into awinning streak for Florida's economy.”

Congressfinally getson freetrade track (San Antonio Express News - TX)
November 14, 2007

“It'sagood sign that Congress has gotten back on the free trade track with the White House. Now it has
to follow through with the other three free trade agreements that will benefit the United States as well as
itstrading partners.”

Deal With Colombia (Washington Post)
November 9, 2007

“Ratification of the trade promotion agreement would help consolidate Colombia's progress by bringing
jobs and incometo its people. To make them wait indefinitely while Colombian authorities go through
cold-case files would be to substitute some Americans priorities for those of the Colombian voters who
reelected Mr. Uribe last year with over 60 percent of the vote. The United States should not write Mr.
Uribe ablank check, but the appropriate means of pressuring him already exist in human rights conditions
Congress has attached to Colombia's military aid packages. It'stime for Democrats to drop their strained
human rights objections to the Colombia trade promotion agreement and deal with it on its merits.”

Trading Up (National Review Online)
November 9, 2007

“But the agreements with Peru, Colombia, and Panama are not about letting U.S. companies outsource
jobs.... The new trade agreements simply open the Peruvian, Colombian, and Panamanian markets to
American-made goods. It is a question of reciprocity.”



Re ecting trade treaty with Colombia won't bolster its stability (South Florida Sun-
Sentinel)
October 29, 2007

“For Congress to now say that it is disgusted by the violence, particularly against one sector of the
Colombian population, and to use that argument to undermine afree trade treaty, isatravesty. Thefree
trade treaty ought to be considered on its merits. If it makes sense for the United States, then it should be
approved.... Florida has much to gain from thistreaty, in terms of financial services and trade through our
ports. Our congressional leaders ought to be championing the treaty, not dissing it. Unfortunately, there's
a confused mix of economics and human rights advocacy. Shooting down atrade treaty with Colombia
isn't the way to bolster stability and hasten an end to paramilitary attacks on civilians.”

Colombia Trade Agreement (New York Times)
October 15, 2007

“We need both free trade and continued transparency and justice to secure a brighter future for
Colombia.”

Free-trade pactsworth fighting for (Miami Herald)
October 12, 2007

“Anything that strengthens the bonds between the United States and Latin Americais anathemato the
enemies of democracy. Thisiswhy it isimperative for Congress to approve three pending free-trade
agreements with Peru, Panama and Colombia. Failure would strengthen the hand of anti-American forces
in the region and undermine efforts by the leaders of those three countries to bolster democratic
institutions.... Negotiators have made a sincere effort to deal with the most pressing concerns of critics by
improving provisions dealing with the environment and workers rights. President Bush should keep
pressing the case until he carries the day.”

Lift Barriers(Orlando Sentinel —FL)
September 10, 2007

“In fact, the deals with Peru, Panama and Colombiawould give U.S. companies the same market access
to those countries that their exporters already enjoy in the United States. The agreement with South
Koreawould open the world's 11th-largest economy to U.S. companies. Notably, it would lower barriers
to U.S. auto exports.”

Counter Chavez's Mischief (Orlando Sentinel - FL)
August 26, 2007

“What isimportant now for the U.S. isto establish a strong network of friends in the region to counter
Mr. Chavez's growing influence.... That's another reason why the U.S. should secure pending free-trade
deals with Panama, Peru and Colombia.... Strengthening ties between the U.S. and these three countries
will boost their economies and provide a strong ideological influence to counter the power play in
Venezuela”



Pandering on trade policy bad for business, workers (Denver Post)
August 20, 2007

“The trade pacts now pending before Congress are designed to knock down existing barriersto U.S.
exports. Congress should approve these job-creating trade pacts when it returns from its August
vacation.”

Approvetrade deals around the Pacific (Seattle Times)
August 15, 2007

“Washington's delegation in Congress should support the trade agreements that have been signed with
Peru, Colombia, Panama and South Korea.”

Politics AsLocal Or Plumb 'Loco’ (Washington Times)
August 14, 2007

“By refusing to consider the U.S.-Colombian free trade agreement, Democratic leaders in Congress
pervert local U.S. politics and are acting loco, as they put Americas best friend in Latin Americain grave
danger, thereby seriously threatening the stability of Latin America, accurately described as the United
States' backyard, geographically and strategically.”

Stabilizing Colombia (The Washington Times)
August 13, 2007

“While Colombian President Alvaro Uribe has proven himself a vigorous advocate for narcotic
eradication who has made overseen major improvements to the economic and political stability of his
nation (particularly when compared to predecessors), there is undoubtedly much room for improvement.
Congress must continue its trajectory for improving Plan Colombia and approve the Colombia free trade
agreement.”

Congressignoresafriend in need (Miami Herald)
July 24, 2007

“Helping Colombiaisin our national interest. It's about helping our strongest friend in the region, not
about catering to a domestic interest group. Unless Congress wants to send a signal that the United States
either doesn't care or doesn't know who its friends are -- there are fewer every day -- lawmakers should
extend Mr. Uribe a helping hand instead of giving him the back of the hand.”

Trade Double-Cross (Wall Street Jour nal)
July 5, 2007

“Democrats are promising to improve Americasimage in the world if they retake the White House next
year. Tell that to Peru and Colombia, which are watching Democrats in Congress renege on free-trade
assurances that are barely amonth old.... Never in our memory has a U.S. trade partner been forced to
change its laws before Congress ratifies the deal. Asasovereign nation, Peru has negotiated in good
faith, even agreeing to keep open the deal's |abor and environmental planks to accommodate Democrats
after they won Congress. And for its trouble, Peru now gets to watch American Congressmen play gringo
nanniesto its domestic political process.... Rejecting the Peru and Colombia deals would be a strategic
disaster, playing into the hands of Hugo Chéavez and others who want to turn Latin America against the



U.S. And while America sits on the trade sidelines, the rest of the world will keep cutting its own bilateral
and regional dealsthat leave U.S. workers and businesses at a disadvantage.”

Trading with Colombia (Chicago Tribune)
June 23, 2007

“Uribe’ s government has made major strides, persuading tens of thousands of combatants to lay down
their arms. Murders and kidnappings, the tools of choice during the decades of |awlessness, have dropped
dramatically. Theresult isamore stable country with a booming economy and a strong diplomatic
relationship with the U.S. Moreover, Uribe stands for democracy and free markets on a continent that has
veered sharply left toward state control.”

The struggle for Colombia (San Francisco Chronicle)
June 13, 2007

“There exists a country that has managed, with American aid, to stabilize its government, disarm most of
its militias, drastically slash crime and foster economic growth. It's Colombia, and despite well-founded
concerns about this country’ s continuing troubles, it deserves our support.”

Promote freetrade (Orlando Sentinel)
May 14, 2007

“Our position: Florida's economy wins big when barriers around the world fall. The deal on
environmental and worker protections is expected to pave the way for congressional approval of free-
trade agreements with Peru and Panama, and raise the chances for passage of pacts with Colombia and
South Korea. Each of those agreements would create new opportunities for U.S. exporters and investors
while reducing prices for consumers. They would invite more of the kind of foreign investments that
have created 6 million U.S. jobs.... Peru, Panama and Colombia are among the leading destinations for
Florida exports.... In addition to their economic benefits, passage of the trade agreements with Peru,
Panama and Colombiawould strengthen U.S. ties with those countries. It would help counter the growing
influence in Latin America of Venezuelds anti-American demagogue, Hugo Chavez.”

Losing Latin America (Wall Street Journal)
May 4, 2007

“A defeat for any of the three would do great harm to the Andean region, where democrats are battling
Hugo Chéavez's neo-socialist populism. Mr. Uribe, Peruvian President Alan Garcia and Panamanian
President Martin Torrijos have al bet their futures on opening their economies to the U.S. If they're
rebuffed, the local disciples of Mr. Chavez will say they were right not to trust the capitalist Y ankees....
On economic grounds alone, the U.S. has everything to gain by approving these trade deals. Most
Peruvian and Colombian exports aready have duty-free access to the U.S. market through the Andean
Trade Preferences Act. But U.S. manufacturing and farm exports heading south still face high tariff and
non-tariff barriers. Theregional financial center of Panamais especialy attractive for U.S. servicesbut is
likewise a protected market.”



Colombia FTA Facts
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U.S. Business and Agriculture Support
The U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement

“Together, our free trade partners accounted for nearly half of our exports, but only $100 million of
our $37 billion January deficit — with notable trade balance improvementsin NAFTA and CAFTA.
L egidlators opposing the Colombia and other pending trade agreements have got it entirely wrong. It's
amazing how they hold on to the myth that these agreements are the problem rather than the solution
when it comes to the trade balance. Stalling these agreements is hurting our export and job prospects
while preventing legislators from offering solutions to the real problems U.S. manufacturers face.”

- NAM Press Release: Frank Vargo, Vice President for I nternational Economic Affairs,

National Association of Manufacturers, March 11, 2008

“The agreement [Colombia TPA] will strengthen our economic ties with and promote greater political
stability in Colombia, benefiting our two nations and the hemisphere. Colombia s government ison
the right track on labor and other issues, and its people support this trade agreement.... Asastrong
aly, Colombia deserves our continued economic and political backing. This can be demonstrated by
Congress taking up and passing Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement implementing legislation as
soon as possible in 2008.”

- An Open Letter to Congress from numerous U.S. agricultural businesses and organizations,

An Advertisement in Roll Call, January 28, 2008

“The Congressional Hispanic Conference is pleased to continue to work for passage of our country’s
Free Trade Agreements with Colombia and Panama. These Agreements would increase U.S. exports,
create new jobs, and spur economic growth.”
- Resident Commissioner Luis Fortuno, Congressional Hispanic Conference Press Release,
January 28, 2008

“An issue that the President made clear in his address is the importance of passing Free Trade
Agreements with Colombia and Panama. | am a strong supporter of free trade with free and
democratic nations. Not only doesit strengthen our alliesin the region, but also it creates jobs and
economic opportunities for many in the U.S.”

- Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, Congressional Hispanic Conference Press Release, January 28, 2008
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“1 am grateful for the President’ s support of free trade agreements with Colombia, South Korea, and
Panama. Those agreements would greatly benefit the United States by stimulating our economy and
promoting the political stability of some of our closest friends. These agreements would level the
playing field for American businesses, would incorporate responsible labor and environmental
protections, and would cultivate our partnerships with key democratic alies.”

- Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Congressional Hispanic Conference Press Release, January 28, 2008

“We must aso continue to help our friends and allies, such as Colombia, by doing all we can to assure
that a free trade deal with our Colombian aliesis approved by this Congress. We cannot and will not
turn our back on our friends.”

- Rep. Ileana Ros-L ehtinen, Congressional Hispanic Conference Press Release, January 28, 2008

“We urge Congress to strengthen American engagement and solidify American ties by approving the
U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement (TPA) as expeditiously as possible during the 100"
Congress.”

- Emergency Committee for American Trade, An advertisement in The Hill, December 11, 2007

“The Peru and Colombia FTAs... go well beyond the DR-CAFTA and other trade agreementsin
providing immediate benefits to U.S. farmers, ranchers, and agribusinesses that will create thousands
of new U.S. jobs. Many U.S. food and agricultural products will become eligible for duty free
treatment in Colombia and Peru immediately upon entry into force of the FTAs, and virtualy al U.S.
products will receive duty free treatment over specified phase-in periods. According to the American
Farm Bureau the Peru and Colombia Trade Promotion Agreements will increase U.S. farm exports by
$1.39 hillion. USDA estimates for every million dollars of agricultural exports 13.4 jobs are created.
Therefore, once fully implemented the Peru and Colombia agreements will provide over 18,000 new
jobs due to increased agricultural exports.”

- The Agriculture Coalition for Latin American Trade (42 food and agriculture organizations),

Open Letter to Congress, July 18, 2007

“The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement (CTPA) significantly expands opportunities for U.S.
companies in the second largest South American market. CTPA demonstrates to other developing
countries that commitments to liberalization and internal economic reform are necessary for economic
development, higher standards of living, and global competitiveness.”

- Coalition of ServicesIndustries, CSlI Fact Sheet, July 18, 2007

“The United States Hispanic Chamber of Congress, the largest advocate for America's 2 million
Hispanic-owned businesses, urges that you support the Panama, Peru, and Colombia Trade
Agreements. The approval of these three trade agreements, which were formulated under a historic
and precedent setting fair trade framework, and the need to negotiate similar agreements with Bolivia
and Ecuador are of vital interest to securing our nation’s long term economic and diplomatic strength
in the Western Hemisphere.... The primary beneficiaries of these three agreements will not be huge
multinational s but small and medium sized companies with an average of less than 100 employees.
Over 80 percent of current U.S. exporters to Peru, Panama, and Colombia are small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs).”
- Michael Barrera, President & CEO, United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, USHCC Open
Letter to Congress, July 17, 2007

“Our organization... views the [Peru, Colombia and Panama] trade agreements as vital to building
relationships with important strategic allies of the United States in a region where anti-American
sentiment has increased in recent years. We also feel strongly that the trade pacts, by shoring up the



market economies and democratic institutions of these countries, would further efforts to combat
poverty and promote human rights in the region.”
- Moishe Smith, President and Daniel S. Mariaschin, Executive Vice President,
B’nai B’rith International, Letter to U.S. Representative Joe Crowley, July 17, 2007

“Because the U.S. wheat industry exports nearly half the crop it produces every year, increasing access
to every market, large or small, isimportant. Nearly 30 percent of those exports flow to our neighbors
in the Western Hemisphere. Y et we are losing market share in South Americato competitors such as
Argentinathat reap the benefits of the Mercosur agreement granting preferential or duty-free access.
Approved FTAswith Peru and Colombiawill eliminate import duties on U.S. wheat, and we estimate
that will help bring in incremental sales of $200 million per year to wheat growers, wheat industry
stakeholders and their communities.”

- Joint statement of NAWG First Vice President David Cleavinger

and U.S. Wheat Associates Chairman Ron Suppes, July 16, 2007

“Under your leadership, the trade agenda took important steps forward in recent months, beginning
with the release in May of the ‘New Trade Policy for America’ Despite concessionsthat are difficult
for some U.S. industries, the vast majority of the business community has rallied to support this new
approach to trade agreements so that America’s trade agenda can continue to move forward and U.S.
business and workers can remain competitive.... Now, though, it istime to move quickly to review
and approve the pending TPAs so that U.S.-based manufacturers, farmers, ranchers, and service
providers, who currently face formidable barriers to their exports to Peru, Colombia, and Panama, can
expand their exportsto these markets.... Inthe case of Colombia, delay playsinto the hands of those
who do not support democracy, economic development, and social progress. Few countriesin the
world have advanced so rapidly in recent years as Colombia. President Alvaro Uribe is the most
popular elected leader in the Americas today because of his successful record of reducing violent
crime, generating economic opportunities, investing in social programs, controlling narco-trafficking,
and protecting human rights. To defer consideration of the U.S.-Colombia agreement will do nothing
to advance this positive agenda; on the contrary, it has a much greater likelihood of undermining
Colombia’ s dramatic recent progress.”

- Latin America Trade Coalition, Letter to Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate

Committee on Finance and House Committee on Ways & Means, July 12, 2007

“Now isthe time for Congress to vote on the Peru, Colombia and Panama TPAs. These three
agreements would increase U.S. agricultural exports by nearly $1.5 billion once fully implemented....
Passage of the Peru and Colombia TPAs would provide U.S. agriculture the same open access to Peru
and Colombia as those countries have in our market under ATPDEA. Congress's quick passage of the
Peru, Colombia and Panama TPAs will help demonstrate to U.S. farmers and ranchers that Congressis
committed to promoting U.S. agricultural trade.”

- Bob Stallman, President, American Farm Bureau Federation,

Letter to House Democratic Leadership, July 12, 2007

“Central and South America are vital trading partners for the United States. In terms of high-tech
goods, the United States held a $14 billion trade surplus with the region in 2006, nearly 25 percent
larger than it wasin 2000. We need to continue to open markets with our southern neighbors by
enacting the pending Free Trade Agreements with Colombia, Panama, and Peru and by working with
other countries in the region to lower barriersto trade.”

- Rob Mulligan, Senior Vice President I nternational, AeA, AeA Press Release, June 13, 2007



“The Northwest Horticultural Council supports passage of the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion
Agreement.... Colombia, a country of 41 million people, agreed to reduce its tariffs on apples, pears
and cherriesto zero immediately upon enactment of the agreement. Currently tariffs are 15 percent.
Colombia does not pose an import threat to our industry and there are no current phytosanitary barriers
preventing the export of our products to Colombia. During the 2004 season apple exports to Colombia
increased 217% (to 359,313 cartons) from the previous season in large part due to Colombiaraising its
tariff on Chilean apples (and pears) from zero to 15%, where it currently remains.”
- Northwest Horticultural Council, NHC Policy Position
(http:/mww.nwhort.org/nhcpublic/ColombiaF TA.html), May 25, 2007

“Urgency has brought together a unified response from the U.S. textile and apparel industry supply
chain organizations. Itisvita to the Andean and American economies that the U.S. - Colombia and
U.S./Peru trade agreements be approved as soon as possible. Those agreements will provide our
industry with permanent, reciprocal and immediate duty-free access for ALL apparel and textiles. Now
that congressional |eaders and the Bush administration have agreed on a bipartisan trade policy
framework, we need to move immediately to secure approval of the pending Andean trade promotion
agreements. Moreover, the existing duty-free program with the Andean region needs to be maintained
until those agreements can take full effect.”

- Kevin M. Burke, President and CEO, American Apparel & Footwear Association (AAFA),

AAFA Press Release, May 11, 2007

“Getting thisFTA in place is essential for the wheat industry. Our Board Team reports that America's
official trade relationship with Colombia has fostered an environment of economic and political
stability and has the potential to become aregional foreign policy success story.”

- Alan Tracy, President, U.S. Wheat Associates, USW Press Release, March 15, 2007

“[T]he Colombia and Peru Trade Promotion Agreements are widely viewed as being the best ever
negotiated on behalf of U.S. agriculture. Many U.S. food and agricultural products will become
eligible for duty-free treatment in these countries immediately upon entry into force of the agreements,
and virtually all will receive duty-free treatment over specified phase-in periods.”
- The Agriculture Coalition for Latin American Trade (42 food and agriculture organizations),
Open Letter to Congress, February 20, 2007

“This[Colombian] agreement is acritical building block of U.S. hemispheric engagement. With it, the
United States gains additional access to global markets for U.S. products, while ensuring that we
continue to build the strategic relationship with one of our most important hemispheric allies. Rapid
passage of the agreement will be an important signal to the rest of the hemisphere of U.S. reliability
and partnership.”
- Susan Segal, President and CEO, Council of the Americas,
COA Press Release, November 22, 2006

“Colombiais agrowing market for U.S. goods and services, and this FTA will fortify our existing
trade partnership by expanding opportunities for the U.S. business community and American workers.
We congratul ate negotiators from both countries for working to achieve a successful outcome.
Today’ssigning is proof of that hard work. While this agreement will open markets and benefit the
many U.S. companies with operations, facilities or interests in trade with Colombia, it will also bring
increased stabilization and economic growth to Central and South America.”

- Bill Reinsch, President, National Foreign Trade Council, NFTC Press Release,

November 22, 2006
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“The FTA isapolicy priority for the U.S. business community, including the burgeoning Hispanic
American business community, which is uniquely positioned to build and benefit from a stronger two-
way trading relationship between the U.S. and Colombia. We are pleased with the signing and now
look to Congress to ratify the FTA as soon as possible.”
- Anne Alonzo, Senior Vice President, National Foreign Trade Council and Co-Chair of the
Hispanic Alliance for Free Trade, NFTC Press Release, November 22, 2006

“Colombia and Peru represent important and growing export markets for U.S. textile products, totaling
nearly $200 million ayear. These FTAs are essentia if the Peru and Colombia markets are to continue
to grow and we urge Congress to quickly pass implementing legislation for these agreements. At $16
billion ayear in exports, the U.S. textile industry is the third largest exporter of textile productsin the
world. These exports depend on trade agreements like the Colombia and Peru FTAs which ensure that
FTA partners, not Asian exporters, are the true beneficiaries of these agreements.... The Peru and
Colombia FTAs are key components in making the Western Hemisphere a competitive alternative to
Asia. With 2.2 million textile and apparel workersin the NAFTA, CAFTA and Andean region, textile
producersin the United States and apparel manufacturersin the larger region have integrated their
production lines. These FTAs will create the necessary predictability and stability that is needed to
help ensure thisregion remains viable.”

- Cass Johnson, President, National Council of Textile Organizations, NCTO Press Release,

October 19, 2006

“The United States and Colombia are not just economic partners, but aliesin the war against terror
and narcotics. That'swhy it may be the most important bilateral relationship in the hemisphere, and it's
time for our economic relationship to reflect the bond of friendship. Let's do away with temporary,
unilateral preferences and establish afoundation that is mutually beneficial, reciprocal and permanent.
It'stime to eliminate all trade and investment barriers between our two countries. Thefirst day the
U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement goes into effect, Colombia's $200,000-plus duty on each
large off-highway truck made in the United States will be completely eliminated. Caterpillar products
will be more competitive in Colombia, which in turn will help Colombian customers be more
competitive in the world. The agreement will also enhance the rule of law and bolster implementation
of internationally recognized worker'srights. It will strengthen protection and enforcement of U.S.
trademarks, patents and copyrights, creating new opportunities for innovation and creative industriesin
Colombia.”

- Tom Gales, Vice President for Latin America, Caterpillar Inc., Caterpillar Press Release,

October 5, 2006

“The American Farm Bureau Federation [AFBF] board of directors voted today to support the U.S-
Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement. AFBF economic analysis shows the total increasein U.S.
farm exports could exceed $690 million annually after full implementation of the agreement. The
Colombia TPA allows the United States to compete with Colombia' s other trading partnersthat are
currently supplying alarge percentage of the country’s food and fiber market through other preferential
trade agreements. The TPA aso provides balance by providing U.S. products with the same duty-free
access aready enjoyed by Colombian products exported to the United States. The Colombia TPA will
greatly increase exports of awide range of farm products and have a positive effect on the overall
American agricultural sector. In all, this agreement helps further our goal of establishing greater
worldwide market access for U.S. farmers.”

- Bob Stallman, President, American Farm Bureau Federation, Farm Bureau Press Release,

October 4, 2006



“The completion of afree trade agreement (FTA) between the United States and Colombiain February
provides improved access for U.S. rice to that South American country. This agreement represents a
great achievement for negotiators and the U.S. rice industry because Colombia had sought to minimize
accessfor U.S. rice, and it was one of the last agricultural itemsto ‘close’ in the negotiations.”
- Robert Cummings, Vice President for International Policy, USA Rice Federation, USA Rice
Update, April 2006

“ECAT welcomes the conclusion of atrade agreement with Colombiawhich covers all sectors and
subsectors of trade and investment and will provide substantial new market access opportunities for
many U.S. consumer and industrial goods, farm products, and services and for U.S. investment.
Colombia, like Peru, represents an important economic as well as strategic partner in the region.”
- Cal Cohen, President, Emergency Committee for American Trade, ECAT Press Release,
March 2, 2006

“GMA commends the U.S. negotiators for concluding this comprehensive agreement with Colombia.
Under the accord, 50,000 tons of sugar will be allowed to enter duty-free annually into the U.S. While
we are disappointed that the high U.S. tariff will remain on sugar, we are pleased that the Office of the
U.S. Trade Representative resisted calls for exclusion of this commodity.
- Sarah Thorn, then-Senior Director of International Trade, Grocery Manufacturers Association,
GMA Press Release, February 28, 2006

“Pork was one of the most controversial sectorsin the talks. Nevertheless, [then-] U.S. Trade
Representative Rob Portman and USDA Secretary Mike Johanns and their staffs came through with a
fantastic deal for U.S. pork producers. We are very excited about this agreement because it will
provide significant new export opportunities to 43 million consumersin Colombia. Under the terms of
the deal, the tariffs on some pork and pork products will be eliminated immediately while the tariffs on
others will be phased out over afive-year period.”

- Don Buhl, President, National Pork Producers Council and a pork producer from Tyler,

Minnesota, NPPC Press Release, February 27, 2006

“In late February, the U.S. concluded negotiations with Colombia on a free trade agreement that would
eliminate Colombia's import duty of 15 percent for U.S. apples upon enactment. A 15 percent apple
import duty would remain in effect for other non-Andean countries, including Chile, amajor U.S.
competitor. Colombia does not presently have SPS import restrictions that impede U.S. apple exports.
Colombia was the thirteenth largest export market for U.S. apple exportsin 2005. Exports more than
doubled from 2004 to 2005, increasing from 216,784 boxes to 558,966 boxes with avalue of $2.4
million and $6.4 million, respectively. With a population of 41 million, the Colombian market offers
additional export growth potential for the U.S. apple industry with elimination of its 15 percent import
duty. This free trade agreement offers immediate open market accessto U.S. apple exports upon
implementation. US Apple urges Congress to approve the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement in
order to expand U.S. apple export opportunities.”

- U.S. Apple Association; |ssue Paper



Congress of the United States
Washington, B 20515

February 14, 2008
The Honorable Charles Rangel The Honorable Jim McCrery
Chairman ’ Ranking Member
House Committee on Ways and Means House Committee on Ways and Means
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
-1102 Longworth House Office Building 1139-E Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515
The Honorable Sander Levin The Honorable Wally Herger
Chairman, Sub-Committee on Trade Ranking Member, Sub-Committee on Trade
House Committee on Ways and Means House Committee on Ways and Means
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
1236 Longworth House Office Building 2268 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Rangel, Ranking Member McCrery, Chairman Levin, and Rankmg
: Member Herger:

. Thank you for your leadership over the past year in forging a new bipartisan eonsensus
on U.S. trade policy. We were pleased to see this breakthrough result in Congressional -
approval of the U.S.-Peru Trade Promotion Agreement last year. We believe this
consensus represents a positive step forward that can pave the way for con51derat10n of
the pending U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotlon Agreement.

- While thoughtful people disagree about whether Congress should approve the Colombia

agreement, we believe these disagreements may best be acknowledged and addressed by
the Committee on Ways and Means holding a public hearing on the agreement.
Specifically, a number of stakeholders have raised concerns about the level of labor
violence in Colombia.

A full public hearing that focuses the attention of the Committee on the question of the
level of labor violence in Colombia; the potential impact of the trade agreement on the
obligation and ability of the Colombian Government to address the issue of labor
violence; the broader impact of the agreement on businesses and workers in both the
United States and Colombia; and the impact of the agreement on our long-term security
interests would demonstrate the importance of these issues to the Committee.

Such a hearing would allow for a full airing of the concerns of labor leaders in both the
United States and Colombia and provide a venue for the Committee to signal its
commitment to addressing these concerns A hearing would further the spirit of
bipartisanship established by the May 10t agreement in moving forward on a positive
trade agenda that benefits workers and businesses in both countries.
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To address these important questions, to consider the concerns of our colleagues, and to
hear the benefits others believe the agreement can offer, we urge you to begin the process
of considering the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement by scheduling a hearing
on the agreement as soon as possible.

Thank you again for your leadership, and we look forward to working with you in the
upcoming year. .

Sincerely,

DAVE CAMP

S

. SAM JOHNSON KENNY [HULSHOF

RON YEWIS

PAUL RYAN ERIC CANTOR

s
et

PATRICK TI ERI JON ORTER




Open Letter to Congress
from Former Commanders of the U.S. Southern Command

Supporting the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement

We are writing to urge your support for the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement. This vital agreement will
advance U.S. interests in Colombia, a strategically located country that is arguably our closest ally in Latin America.
It will also underscore our deep commitment to stability and growth in the strategically important Andean region,
which depends on Colombia’s continued progress as a resilient and democratic society.

Colombia’s transformation over the past decade is a triumph of brave and principled Colombians. It is also a remark-
able achievement of bipartisan U.S. foreign policy. Violence has fallen to its lowest level in a generation, and 45,000
fighters have been demobilized as the country’s narco-guerrilla groups have lost legitimacy. While drug-trafficking
poses a continuing threat, Colombia’s leaders have eliminated two-thirds of its opium production, and more than
500 tratfickers have been extradited during the Uribe administration — by far the most extraditions from any coun-
try to the United States.

Colombia’s economic resurgence has been a critical factor in its recent progress. Robust investment has boosted
economic growth and development. The creation of new jobs has provided tens of thousands of Colombians with
long-term alternatives to narcotics trafficking or illegal emigration.

The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement will build upon these recent advances to enhance the long-term
prospects for peace, stability, and development in Colombia. Providing new incentives for investment and job cre-
ation, this landmark accord will help ensure that Colombia stays on the path of economic openness, the rule of law,
and transparency.

It is in our national interest to help Colombia progress along the road toward democratic consolidation and economic
development. This trade agreement will advance U.S. security and economic interests by forging a deeper partner-
ship. Finally, approving this agreement will meet our duty to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with Colombians as they
have stood by the United States as friends and allies. For all of these reasons, we strongly urge Congress to approve
the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement.

Sincerely,

heral Jamies T. Hill )
ommander/in Chief,

United States Southern Command 2002-2004

LS

General Peter Pace

General Barry McCaffrey
Commander in Chief,
United States Southern Command 1994-1996

Gener orge Joulwan
Commander in Chief,
United States Southern Command 1990-1993

Commander in Chief,
United States Southern Command 2000-2001

Lhaatss & PFoachetrrt
General Charles E. Wilhelm

Commander in Chief,
United States Southern Command 1997-2000



Open Letter to Congress
from Former Commanders of the U.S. Southern Command

Supporting the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement

We are writing to urge your support for the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement. This vital agreement will
advance U.S. interests in Colombia, a strategically located country that is arguably our closest ally in Latin America.
It will also underscore our deep commitment to stability and growth in the strategically important Andean region,
which depends on Colombia’s continued progress as a resilient and democratic society.

Colombia’s transformation over the past decade is a triumph of brave and principled Colombians. It is also a remark-
able achievement of bipartisan U.S. foreign policy. Violence has fallen to its lowest level in a generation, and 45,000
fighters have been demobilized as the councry’s narco-guerrilla groups have lost legitimacy. While drug-trafficki ng
poses a continuing threat, Colombia’s leaders have eliminated two-thirds of its opium production, and more than
300 traffickers have been excradited during the Uribe administration — by far the most extraditions from any coun-
try to the United States.

Colombia’s economic resurgence has been a critical factor in its recent progress. Robust investment has boosted
economic growth and development. The creation of new jobs has provided tens of thousands of Colombians with
long-term alcernatives to narcotics trafficking or illegal emigration.

The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement will build upon these recent advances to enhance the long-term
prospects for peace, stability, and development in Colombia. Providing new incentives for investment and job cre-
ation, this landmark accord will help ensure that Colombia stays on the path of economic openness, the rule of law,
and transparency.

It is in our national interest to help Colombia progress along the road toward democratic consolidation and economic
development. This trade agreement will advance U.S. security and economic interests by forging a deeper partner-
ship. Finally, approving this agreement will meet our duty to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with Colombians as they
have stood by the United States as friends and allies. For all of these reasons, we strongly urge Congress to approve
the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement.

Sincerely,
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United States Southern Command 2002-2004 United States Southern Command 1544-1996
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General Peter Pace
Commander in Chief,
United States Southern Command 2000-2001

General Charles E. Wilhelm
Commander in Chief,

United States Southern Command 1997-2000

Gener. orge Joulwan
Commander in Chief,
United States Southern Command 1990-1993




Managua, 3 de octubre de 2007

Apreciada Sefiora Presidenta:

En los tltimos veinte afios, paises de América Latina han hecho
notables avances en el propésite de construir democracias estables, promover
el libre comercio y mejorar la calidad de vida de sus habitantes. En esos
propésitos se han encontrado con no pocos obstaculos, que las mas de las
veces han sido superados con esfuerzo e imaginacién.

Estados Unidos ha jugado un papel importante en la apertura de
mercados, suscribiendo, ratificando y ejecutando tratados de libre comercio.
México, Chile, los paises centroamericanos y Republica Dominicana cuentan
hoy con ese valioso instrumento de desarrollo que:es el tratado de libre
comercio con Estados Unidos. Otros paises han suscrito tratados, pero éstos
no han sido ratificados ain. Ello es lo que motiva esta misiva.

Colombia, Panama y Perti, antes del vencimiento de las facultades
especiales conocidas como fast track, firmaron sendos tratados de Libre
Comercio con Estados Unidos. Nosotros consideramos que serfa del mayor
beneficio para esos paises, para Estados Unidos y en general - para las
relaciones entre su pais y- América Latina, que dichos tratados fueran
ratificados. Los procesos de ratificacién de los tratados de -libre comercio
encuentran obstéculos producto de la incomprensidn, & pesar de lo ¢ual todos
los paises con los cuales se han suscrito han completado, o estén proximos a
completar, sus respectivos procedimientos constitucionales,

Estamos seguros de que al Congreso de Estados Unidos le anima el
deseo de ratificar los convenios. De hacerlo, enviarla una sefial importante del
compromiso que todos tenemos con la integracién comercial de nuestro
continente. Es por esa razén que nos permitimos encarecerle que haga lo gue

.....esté a su




esté 2 su alcance dentro de sus atribuciones para que, Colombia, Panama y
Perit puedan gozar pronto de los beneficios de un tratado de Libre Comercio
con Estados Unidos en plena vigencia.

Al agradecer su atencidén a la presente nota, aprovechamos la ocasién
para reiterarle las muestras de nuestra mayor consideracion y aprecio

Presidente de El Salvador PresiMente de Honduras

Daniel Ortega Saavedra
Presidente de Nicaragua Presidente de temala

Sefiora Nancy Pelosi

Presidenta de la Camara de Representantes
de los Estados Unidos de América
Washington, D.C.
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Managua, October 3, 2007

Madam Speaker:

In the past 20 years, the countries of Latin America have made significant progress in
building stable democracies, promoting free trade, and improving the quality of life of their
citizens. In their efforts to achieve theses goals, they have encountered numerous obstacles that
they have most always overcome with effort and imagination.

The United States has played an important role in opening our markets, signing,
approving, and implementing free trade agreements. Mexico, Chile, the countries of Central
America, and the Dominican Republic are now among those that have concluded this valuable
instrument, the Free Trade Agreement, with the United States, Other countries have signed
agreements, but they have not yet been ratified, which is the reason behind this letter.

Prior to the expiration of the special “fast track” authority, Colombia, Panama, and Peru
each signed free trade agreements with the United States. We believe that it would be of great
benefit to those countries, to the United States and, in general, to relations between your country
and Latin America, if those agreements were ratified. The free trade agreement ratification
process has encountered obstacles born of a lack of understanding, despite the fact that all the
countries that have signed these agreements have completed, or are close to completing, their
respective constitutional procedures.

We are certain that the United States Congress wishes to ratify the agreements. By doing
s0, it would send an important signal reflecting the commitment that we all have in the
commercial integration of our hemisphere. We entreat you, therefore to do everything in your
power to ensure that Colombia, Panama, and Peru will soon be able to enjoy the benefits of a
fully effective Free Trade Agreement with the United States.

We thank your for your attention to this matter and ask you to accept, Madam Speaker,
the assurances of our highest consideration and esteem.

[Signature] [Signature]

Elias Antonio Saca Manual Zelaya

President of El Salvador President of Honduras
[Signatura]

Daniel Ortega Saavedra Oscar Berger

President of Nicaragua President of Nicaragua

Ms. Nancy Pelosi,

Speaker of the House of Representatives
of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C.




Sefiora Nancy Pelosl
Presidenta de Is Cimuara do Represcutantes de los
Estados Unidos de América

En los uitimos veinte afios, diversos paises de Ameérica Latina
han hecho notables avances en la consbtuccion de
democracias estables; la promocidn del libre comercio y el
mejoramiento de la calidad de vida de sus habitantes. Los
Estados Unidos de América han apoyado estos procel "
utilizando, entre otros mecanismos, la suscripcion,
mﬁﬁudbnyejecuciéndcu'amdoadeﬁbmoomudo.m.
. México, Chile, los paiscs centroamericanos y Repuablica

Dominicana cuentan hoy con acuerdos de este tipo con su
pais. Estos esquemas, mutuamentc benéficos, son valiosos
instrumentos para el desarrollo.

Como es de su conocimiento, Colombia, Panamé y Pertt
también han suscrito tratados con Estados Unidos, pero éstos
adn no kan sido ratificados. Considero que la entrada en vigor
de estos acuerdos seria del mayor beneficio, tanto para esos
paises, como para Estados Unidos y, eh general, para las
relaciones entre su pais y Amévica Latina. Asimismo, la
ratificacién de dichos tratados enviaria una sefhal importante
del compromiso que todos tenemos con I integracién
comercial y con el desarrollo de nuestro continente. Por ello,
respetuosamente la exhorto a hacer lo que esté a su alcance,
dentro de sus atribuciones, para que asi suceda.

Me valgo de esta oportunidad para enviarle un cordial saludo
y para reitcrarie la seguridad de mi distinguida consideracion.

15 de octubre de 2007.

Estados Unidos Mexicanos
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UNITED MEXICAN STATES

Ms. Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the
United States of America

Madam Speaker:

In the past 20 years, the countries of Latin America have made significant progress in building
stable democracies, promoting free trade, and improving the quality of life of their citizens. The
United States of America has supported these processes through, among other mechanisms, the
signature, ratification, and implementation of free trade agreements. Mexico, Chile, the
countries of Central America, and the Dominican Republic are now among those that have
concluded this type of agreement with your country. These instruments are mutually beneficially
and a valuable tool for development.

As you know, Colombia, Panama, and Peru have also signed agreements with the United States,
but these have yet to be ratified. I believe that the entry into force of these agreements would be
of the greatest benefit not only to those countries but also to the United States and, in general, to
relations between your country and Latin America. Moreover, the ratification of the agreements
would send an important signal of the commitment that we all share with respect to commercial
integration and the development of our hemisphere. 1 respectfully urge you, therefore, to do
everything in your power to ensure that this occurs.

I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you of my cordial regards and to reiterate to you the
assurances of my highest consideration,

October 15, 2007

[Signature]

Felipe Calderén Hinojosa
President of the United Mexican States




24 S S oaot, N W
Hashnpton, 9. 6. 20008

17 de Octubre, 2007

Su Excelencia

Sra. Carolina Barco
Embajadora

Embajada de Colombia
Washington, DC

Muy estimada sefiora Embajadora:

El Embajador Tomds Dueflas me ha pedido enviarle copia de la carta que el
Presidente de Costa Rica, Dr. Oscar Arias, remiti¢ a la Sra. Nancy Pelossi, Presidenta
de la Cdmara de Representantes. En esta misiva, el Presidente Arias sugiere la
importancia de que el Congreso ratifique los acuerdos de libre comercio que tiene
pendientes con Colombia, Panamd y Per, y la relevancia de lus consecuencias de esta
ratificacion para la economia de nuestros paises.

Aprovecho la oportunidad para reiterarle los sentimientos de mi mds alta
consideracion y estima.
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Embassy of Costa Rica
2114 S Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

October 17, 2007

Her Excellency Carolina Barco
Ambassador of Colombia
Washington, D.C.

Madam Ambassador;

Ambassador Tomas Duefias has asked me to send you a copy of the letter that the
President of Costa Rica, Dr. Oscar Arias, has sent to Madam Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House
of Representatives. In his letter, President Arias underscores the importance for the Congress of
ratifying the free trade agreements pending with Colombia, Panama, and Peru, and the
importance of these ratifications for the economies of our countries.

Very truly yours,
[Signature]

[Mlegible] Villalobos
Chargé d’ Affaires
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San José, 10 de octubre de 2007

Sefiora

Nancy Pelosi

Presidenta de la Camara de Representantes
de los Estados Unidos de América
Washington, D.C.

Estimada sefiora:

Reciba un saludo cordial y las seguridades de mi alta y distinguida consideracion,
hacia usted y hacia la labor que desempefia en una de las instancias mas democréticas
del mundg: Ia Cémara de Representantes de Jos Estados Unidos de América.

Desde la recuperacion de las democracias en casi la totalidad de Ameérica Latina,
los paises de nuestra region hemos hecho un esfuerzo considerable por atacar las rafces
de la pobreza, de la desigualdad social, de la falta de oportunidadies, del mejoramiento
de los servicios bésicos, entre ofros, Bn esta lucha nos impulsa, antes gue nada, un
sentido humanitario y de justicla social, pero también la- conciencia de que los
problemas que cronicamente ha arrastrado América Latina, siguen siendo las trampas
para ¢l resurgimiento del populisino, de Jas restricciones a las libertades y, en dltima
instancia, del discurso autoritario,

Conocemnos perfectamente que los paises cde América Latina no consolidaran
completamente sus democracias, en el tanto no sean capaces de fortalecer la base de
bienestar social y econGmico que debe sustentarlas. Yis por ello que la tarea de mejorar
la calidad de vida de nuestros habitantes es, sin duda alguna, nuestra més perentoria
tares,

Los esfuerzos que hemos realizado en este sentido han sido acompafiados, sin
duda alguna, por el apoyo de los Estados Unidos, un pafs al que consideramos nuestro
amigo, Mas que nuestro vecino o nuestro aliado. '

5in embargo, la amistad que entrelaza a los Estados Unidos con América Latina
no puede basarse exclusivamente en la cooperacién internacional, por importante que
ésta sea.  Hn muchos aspectos, los paises latinoamericanos no pedimos de Estados
Unidos caridad, sino tan s6lo oportunidades y trato igualitario, Hste es el caso de loy
Tratados de Libre Comercio que, a lo largo de la ultima década, se han venido firmando
entre Bstados Unidos y los pafses latinoamericanos, como México, Chile, los paises
centroamericanos y la Repdblica Dominicana.




Para las naciones latinoamericanas, los Tratados de Libre Comercio son una
poderosa herramienta de combate a la pobreza y de generacién de oportunidades.
Chile, la economia més abierta de América Latina y que cuenta con Trataclos de Libre
Comercio con muchos paises del mundo, ha logrado reducir la pobrezn a casi una
tercera parte en los Gltimos 17 afios. Este es un gjemplo que muchos desean seguir, pues
entre menos bienes exporten los paises latinoamericanos, més se exponen al riesgo de
exportar personas, a través de la migracion masiva hacia los pafses desarrolladios.

Costa Rica ha sabido comprenderlo muy bien, y esta es la razén por la cual el
pasade 7 de octubre hemos ratificado, en el primer referéndum de nuestra historia, el
Trataclo de Libre Comercio que en el afio 2004 firmamos con los Fstados Unidos. Otras
naciones latinoamericanas, sin embargo, a pesar de haber logrado negociar y firmar un
Tratado de Libre Comercio como el nuestro, no han logrado ain su ratificacion por
parte de los Estados Unidos. Tal es el caso de Panamé, Per¢ y Colombia, los cuales
negociaron sus acuerdos comerciales antes del vencimiento de las facultades especiales
presiclenciales conocidas como fast track, y hoy esperan Ja aprobacién de los Tratados en
el seno de una Camara de Representantes con mayorfa demdcrata,

Con humildad y profundo respeto, quisiera sugerir la importancia de la
ratificacion de estns acuerdns por parte del Congreso de los Estados Unidos, pensando
no sélo en el beneficio de las naciones latinoamericanas mencionadas, beneficio que
serla considerable, sino también en el beneficio de los estadounidenses, que pueden
derivar importantes consecuencias en términos de consumo y expansion de mercados,

Latinoamérica y Bstados Unidos estan indefectiblemente unidos en razdén de
territoric y vecindad, Desde hace muchos afios, también el intercambio de bienes y
serviclos que se realiza a través de las fronteras, es un factor cardinal en el
mantenimiento de una relacién que e¢s inevitable y de la cual tanto unos como otros
podemos sacar un gran provecho. La aprobacién de los Tratados de Libre Comexcic de
Estados Unidos con Panamd, Colombia y Pert serfa un paso mds en la profundizacién
de esa relacion, un paso més hacia una integraciom justa y equitativa entre nuestras
naciones.

Sin otro particular y reiterdndole mis buenos deseos,
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Oscar Arias Sanchez
President of the Republic of Costa Rica

San José, October 10, 2007

Ms. Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House of Representatives
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.

Madam Speaker:

I'salute the work that you are undertaking the United States House of Representatives,
one of the world’s most democratic bodies.

Since the restoration of democracy in almost all of Latin America, the countries of our
region have made a considerable effort to fight poverty, social inequality, and the lack of
opportunities, and to improve basic services, among other efforts. We are inspired in this
struggle more than anything by a humanitarian sense of social justice, but also by an awareness
that the problems that have chronically plagued Latin America continue to be springboards for a
resurgence of populism, limits on freedoms, and ultimately, authoritarianism.

We are fully aware of the fact that the Latin American countries will not fully consolidate
their democracies so long as they are not able to strengthen the foundation of the social and
economic well-being that needs to sustain them. Thus, the job of improving the quality of life of
our citizens is beyond any doubt our most imperative task.

The efforts that we have undertaken in this regard have clearly been sustained by the
support of the United States, a country that we consider to be our friend, more than just our
neighbor or our ally.

Yet the friendship that binds the United States and Latin America together cannot be
based exclusively on international cooperation, however important that may be. In many
regards, the countries of Latin America do not seek charity from the United States, but rather
opportunities and equal treatment. This is true as well with respect to the free trade agreements
which such Latin American countries as Mexico, Chile, the Central America countries, and the
Dominican Republic have signed with the United States over the past ten years.

For the Latin American nations, the free trade agreements are a powerful tool for fighting
poverty and for generating opportunities. Chile, the most open economy in Latin America,
already has a free trade agreement with many of the world’s countries and has managed to
reduce its poverty by almost one-third in the past 17 years. This is an example that many wish to
follow, since the fewer goods exported by the Latin American countries, the greater the risk they
run of exporting persons through massive migration to the developed countries.

This is something that Costa Rica has understood very well, which is why this past
October 7, we ratified, in the first referendum in our country’s history, the Free Trade Agreement
that we signed with the United States in 2004. Other Latin American countries, however, while
negotiating and signing a Free Trade Agreement like ours, have still not had their agreements
ratified by the United States. Such countries include Panama, Peru, and Colombia, which
negotiated their trade agreements prior to the expiration of the special presidential “fast track”
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authority, and today await approval of their agreements by a House of Representatives with a
democratic majority.

With humility and profound respect, I wish to underscore the importance of
Congressional ratification of these Agreements, for I believe that they will not only benefit
considerably the Latin American nations in question, but also the United States, which will be
able to derive significant advantages in terms of commercial consumption and market expansion.

Latin America and the United States are inescapably linked by reason of territory and
proximity. For many years, the exchange of goods and services across our borders has been a
key factor in maintaining this ineluctable relationship from which we can all derive great
advantage. Approval of the Free Trade Agreements with Panama, Colombia, and Peru would be
a great step forward in the enhancement of this relationship, a step towards achieving fair and
equitable commercial integration among our countries.

With my best regards, '

[s] Oscar Arias
[Presidential stamp]




Santiago de Chile, 23 de Abril, 2007.

Honorable Rapresentante
Sefiora Nancy Pelosi

US Chamber of Representatives
Capitol Hill

Washington D.C.

Honorable sefiora Lider de la Mayoria:

Con gran alegria 12 he visto convertirse en la promera mmjer Lider de ia
Mayaoriz en la historia del Congreso de los Estados Unidog, Una vez mds ls felicito
sinceramente y le deseo el mejor de los éxitos,

Enestaopomuﬁdadtengoelagradodediﬁgitmeaustedoonelﬁnde
compartir algunas ideas sobre 1a realidad econdmica y social que enfrentan las poblaciones
de varios paises lafinoamericanos ¥, en particular, los menos desarroliados,

Considero que la positiva realidag que ha creado el Tratado de Libre
Comercio entre Chile y los Estados Unidos de Nortearnérica puede constituir mn elements
il cuando el Congreso de su pais deba promuneiarse sobre Ia &probacién de los Tratados
de Libre Comercio entre los Estados Unidos y Peri, Panam4 y Colombiza.

Transcurridos més de tres afios .desde la entrads en vigencia de nuestro
acuerdo comercial bilaterel, Ia evaluacion de sus efectos tanto por parie de mi gobierno
como de la opinién piblica chilena es clarmmente positiva. El comercio entre nuestros
Paises ha crecido en un 130% eq Jog Gitimos tres afios. Hste Vigoroso crecimiento del
‘oomercio bilateral ha contribuido & Benerar mas y mejores empleos en Chile y también a
GHE NuEvVas empresas « en Su mayorfa medianas Y pequedias -, 8¢ incorporen por primera vez

Asimismo, el Acuerdo de Libre Comercio con log Estados Unidos -junto a
los que Chile ha firmado con otros paises y regiones del munde-, ha sido un factor
fundemental pars reducir wuestros indices de pohreza Y mejorar nuestra capacidad




Como usted conoce, varios paises latinoamericanos cuentan can nuevos
gobemantes, todos elios clegidos de manera democratica, Sin embargo, un importante

discriminacidn o carecen de conocimiento o capacidades minimas para obtener un trabajo
que lea permita sacar & sus hijos del cfrcylo viciogo de la pobreza v fultg de opottimidades,

Junto con saludaris muy atentamente, hago propicia esta .ocasion para
manifestarle las seguridades de mi mss alta y distinguida consideracigy,

Michelie Bachelst Jeria
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Santiago de Chile, April 23, 2007

The Honorable

Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House of Representatives
Washington, DC

Dear Madame Speaker:

It is with great joy that I again congratulate you for having been
appointed as the first female Speaker in the history of the U.S. Congress, and I wish
you great success in your tenure,

On this occasion, I am pleased to write you in order to share with you
some ideas on the economic and social reality that the populations of many Latin
American countries face, particularly the less developed ones.

I believe that the positive reality generated by the Free Trade
Agreement between the United States and Chile, might constitute a useful element
for the Congress of your country when the moment comes to decide on the approval
of the Free Trade Agreements between the United States and Peru, Panama, and
Colombia.

Three years after our bilateral trade agreement came into force, the
evaluation of its effects made by my Government, as well as the one of the Chilean
public opinion, is clearly positive. During the abovementioned period, trade between
our countries has increased 130%. This vigorous growth of our bilateral trade not
only has contributed to create more and better sources of employment in Chile, but
has also allowed new enterprises -most of them small and mid size- to join the
export process for the first time.

Furthermore, our Free Trade Agreement, together with the ones Chile
has signed with countries in other regions of the world, has been a paramount factor
in reducing our poverty indexes, as well as in improving our technological and
productive capacities. We are convinced that free trade is a powerful engine for
growth and progress, both fundamental issues that lead to broaden and deepen
democracy and its institutions.

I would also like to emphasize that regarding environmental and labor
issues, we are closely working with the authorities of your country in projects
oriented to improve the quality as well as to strengthen the enforcement of our laws




and regulations, in order to reach international standards. In my view, this is
indispensable to successfully compete in an increasingly globalized economy.

As you know, many Latin American countries have new leaders, all of
them democratically elected. However, an important number of their citizens live in
conditions of extreme poverty, without access to health benefits and education, nor
to an appropriate nutrition and dignified jobs. Many of the Latin American families
are headed by women, who are subject to discrimination and do not possess the
knowledge and the minimum skifls to obtain a job which will allow them to pull their
children out of the vicious circle of poverty and lack of opportunities.

For all the said reasons, [ am certain that the respective approvals by
the Congress of your country of the Free Trade Agreements between the United
States and Peru, Panama, and Colombia, together with the extension of the recently
approved tariff preferences for Bolivia and Ecuador, will benefit those countries as
well as the rest of the American continent, whose common aspiration is to advance
along the path of economic and social development in peace, freedom, and
democracy. These approvals will also be beneficial for the relation existing between
the United States and Latin America, since they will stimulate trade and exchanges,
as well as the global economic and political relations.

Together with extending my most sincere greetings, I avail myself of

this opportunity to reiterate to you the assurances of my highest and most
distinguished consideration.

Michelle Bachelet Jeria
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The Honourable

Nancy Pelosi

Speaker

U.8. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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During my visit to Latin America last month I spent a few days in Colombia. ] met
representatives from business, civil society and the Government, and talked to President
Alvaro Uribe. The main purpose of my trip was to pursue the negotiations on free trade
between the European Union and the Andean Community including Colombia.

I am taking the liberty of sharing with you my assessment of the situation in the country.
I found in President Uribe a single-minded and determined President, who is wholeheartedly
committed to restoring the rule of law, the respect of human rights and prosperity to his
country. Thanks in part to support from the United States I believe he is succeeding in
breaking the cycle of drift and violence. He is well aware that he needs now to take the
economy to a higher level by creating business and spreading employment opportunities
amongst Colombians. Preferential trade agreements with the US and EU are central to that

strategy.

I have followed the difficult considerations in Congress as you weigh the domestic situation’
in Colombia and discuss the merits of approving your Free Trade Agreement. This is a
decision for Congress alone to take, and a narrow definition of the EU competing trade
interests would even suggest Europe will gain if the deliberative process in Washington is

delayed.

I am, however, sending you an expression of hope for a positive early decision on the US-
Colombia FTA. I am doing this in the spirit of the transatlantic partnership and of our
overriding shared objective of promoting stability, democracy and growth wherever we can
in Latin America. I personally hope that Alvaro Uribe and his Government's ambitious

project for Colombia may succeed.

)M!

Lo e

Peter Mandelson

cc:  Senator Harry Reid
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New York

Thank you.

Let me say at the outset how delighted I am to have this opportunity to address the Council on
Foreign Relations.

There is no better forum, no organization more respected or influential than the Council when the
subject matter is the intricate, complex world of foreign policy.

.....

Our new government has committed Canada to active and sustained re-engagement with the
hemisphere to advance security, prosperity and democracy.

I visited the region this summer. The contrasts were stark and worrisome.

While many nations are pursuing market reform and democratic development, others are falling
back to economic nationalism and protectionism, to political populism and authoritarianism.

Democracy, economic prosperity and social equality are still a work in progress in the region.

On my hemispheric tour I also went to Colombia where our government is undertaking free-trade
negotiations.

This is in Canada’s own strategic trade interests.

But it will also assist that country to continue on its path of overcoming a long, dark history of
terror and violence and moving its people to a future of economic and democratic development.

In my view, Colombia needs its democratic friends to lean forward and give them the chance at
partnership and trade with North America.

I am very concerned that some in the United States seem unwilling to do that. What message
does that send to those who want to share in freedom and prosperity?

There is a lot of worry in this country about the ideology of populism, nationalism and
protectionism in the Americas, and the governments that promote it.




But, frankly, my friends, there is nowhere in the hemisphere that those forces can do more real
damage than those forces in the United States itself.

And, if the U.S. turns its back on its friends in Colombia, this will set back our cause far more
than any Latin American dictator could ever hope to achieve,

I say this because I believe it is incumbent upon all of us to defend our shared interests and
values at home as well as abroad — and more open trade in the hemisphere is consistent with our
values and in all of our interests.

Let me take NAFTA.

Now I know NAFTA has become somewhat of a whipping boy to some in the United States, just
as it is to some in Mexico and even to some in Canada.

But the fact is that NAFTA has been unequivocally good for all of our countries.

In spite of the naysayers and the doomsdayers, I could recite a litany of economic statistics to
demonstrate its success — which is why virtually nobody, not even the critics, dares suggest to rip
it up.

But more importantly, look south of your border.

Today, Mexico’s economy is not only growing, but it now has genuine, democratic elections and
peaceful transfers of political power.

And it is engaging with the United States and Canada on security matters.
All of these things were unthinkable before NAFTA was signed.

I could go farther south, to Chile — a country with which Canada signed a trade agreement
exactly ten years ago

Today Chile is so stable and prosperous that, after years of turmoil, violence and dictatorship, it
is now a member of the OECD

Thank you.

Source: Office of the Prime Minister




An Open Letter to Congressional Democrats
on Hemispheric Trade Expansion

Latin America is up for grabs. As Democrats, we are deeply concerned.

Not since the end of the Cold War has US infiuence in the region been so tenuous or our
interests so clearly at stake. The Summit of the Americas agenda, agreed by consensus at
the instigation of President Clinton and Vice President Gore, has frayed. Anti-US
populism is loud and getting louder. Venezuela’s leader, emboldened by high energy
prices, is aggressively promoting an alternative vision for Latin America and the
Caribbean. Divisions among our neighbors are deepening with serious implications for
the United States. Even Castro may be back in the game.

Within this new reality, the United States Congress faces a decision of historic
consequence: whether, by standing with those in Latin America who have stood with us,
to build the economy and create jobs by opening markets. Along with comprehensive
immigration reform, increased development assistance, and renewed support for Plan
Colombia, there is nothing more important for US national and economic security
interests in the region than passing trade agreements with nations whose leaders have
made politically-courageous efforts to link their economies to ours.

The decision should not be in doubt. Now that a deal has been struck by Democratic
leaders in Congress and the Administration on a bipartisan trade policy framework, it is
time to get behind pending agreements with Colombia, Panama, and Peru. It would be
the height of irony were we to talk of “losing” Latin America while refusing to take
actions that would directly support fundamental relationships and interests in the region.

That is not to say everything is perfect in the countries in question. Far from it. Both
proponents and opponents of the Colombia agreement have noted the high levels of
violence there, as well as recent corruption and wiretapping scandals. But the level of
violence in Colorubia—though still too high—has steadiiy and significantly declines
under President Uribe. Rather than hiding the scandals or minimizing them, Colombia is
taking steps to root them out and cleanse the political system, even while recognizing that
more must be done, including bringing to justice those who have committed crimes
against unionists.

These are serious matters, and Democrats are right to bring them up and insist on
progress. But walking away from the Colombia trade agreement or postponing it until
conditions are perfect would send an unambiguous signal to our friends and opponents
alike that the United States is an unreliable partner without a vision for cooperation in our
hemisphere. Colombia would certainly re-evaluate its relationship with the United

States, a process that is already underway. And the same is true with Panama, Peru, and
others such as Uruguay and Brazil who are making courageous political decisions to
enhance relations with the United States despite strong domestic and external political
pressure.




As Democrats, we fully recognize that asking the US Congress to vote on these trade
agreements is politically charged. Nonetheless, rejecting these agreements would set
back regional US interests for a generation. What interests are at stake? In the first
instance, US economic opportunity. Because the fact is that the United States is already
virtually open to products from Colombia, Panama, and Pern through unilateral trade
preference programs, but those economies do not give reciprocal benefits to the United
States. Far from being “job killing,” these trade agreements would open markets wider to
US goods and services and therefore support jobs in the United States.

Second, for the past 15 years, the United States on a bipartisan basis has supported
economic growth in the Andean region in opposition to drug traffickers and guerrilla
movements. In the hemispheric fight against illegal narcotics, trade agreements with
Colombia and Peru would iock in trade relations for the long-term, drawing the kind of
direct foreign investment that all nations need to develop, while also opening new
markets. US exporis would increase, economic opportunities would be created,
cooperation against illegal narcotics would be maintained, ultimately supporting
democratic governance in a troubled region.

Third, US regional influence is at risk. Peru’s President Garcia has stood up to
Venezuela’s Chavez at a time when virtually all other regional leaders have kept mum.
He would be unlikely to do so again were Peru’s trade agreement to go down.

As for Panama, President Torrijos has publicly welcomed US participation in the
expansion of the strategically significant canal, and a trade agreement with Panama
would surely improve the competitiveness of US companies bidding on the massive canal
expansion project. It would also, importantly, lock in a mutually rewarding relationship
even as former Panamanian dictator Manuel Noriega is set to be released from his Florida
Jail cell where he has served time for drug trafficking.

From the Good Neighbor Policy, to the Alliance for Progress, to a focus on hurman rights
and the Summit of the Americas, Democratic leadership has been pivotal to the
promotion of US interests in the Western Hemisphere. Ths time for leadership is again at
hand. We must not walk away now.

Former Members of the Congress and Senate

James Bacchus, Michael Barnes, Don Bonker, Tony Coelho, Cal Dooley, Sam Gibbons,
Bob Graham, Bill Hughes, Benneit Johnston, Harry Johnston, Jim Jones, Buddy
MacKay, Sam Nunn, Leon Panetta

Former Cabinet Officials, Ambassadors, and Foreign and Trade Policy Advisors
Anne Alonzo, Bruce Babbitt, Harriet Babbitt, Rand Beers, Sandy Berger, Henry
Cisneros, Nelson Cunningham, Stuart Eizenstat, Eric Farnsworth, Richard Feinberg,
Gordon Giffin, Marc Ginsberg, Dan Glickman, Ed Gresser, Anthony Harrington, Chuck
Manatt, David Marchick, Will Marshall, Mack McLarty, Robért Pastor, Peter Romero,
David Rothkapf, Chris Sabatini, Ronald Scheman, Donna Shalala, Ira Shapiro, Maurice
Sonnenberg, Alexander Waison, Jonathan Winer




Letter from Former Secretaries of Commerce
To Members of the U.S. House of Representalives and the U.S. Senate

December 4, 2007

To Members of Congress:

The 110th Congress has an opportunity to demonstraie bipartisan leadership
on the future of America's economic policy by approving Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) between the United States and Peru, Panama, Colombia
and Korea. The United States needs the advantage these agreements provide
to continue to expand economic growth at home and abroad. Furthermore, for
the first time, leaders from both parties have agreed that the frade poticy
framework will strengthen labor and environmental protections in these
countries.

Bilateral free trade agreements have proved to be one of the best ways to open
up foreign markets to 1J.S. exporters. Last year, trade with countries with which
the United States has FTAs was significantly greater than their relstive share of
the global economy. Although comprising only about 7 percent of global GDP
(not including the United States), the 14 FTA countries accounted for over 42
percent of LIS, exports. Clearly, the four new FTAs would allow room for more
growth.

American exports have been growing at 11 percent in 2007, a rate that is two

- and half imes as fast as the 4.4 percent increase in U.S, imports. With this
ongoing surge in exports, the U.S. trade. deficit has fallen by 7.7 percent so far
this year, compared to the same period in 2006. Highlighting the importance of
exports, other recently released data on the economy showed that export
expansion has accounted for 40 percent of U.S. economic growth over the last
year. The Department of Commerce estimates that 3.69 million American jobs
were supported by the export of manufactured goods and miltions more jobs by
selvice industries’ exports.

Good tfrade agreements remove barriers, expand trade and help support
incomes and better paying jobs in America. Consumers, workers, companies,
farmers and ranchers benefit from agreements to further open global markets to
U.S. exports. The overwhelming majority of exports from Peru, Colomibia,
Panama and Korea already enter the United States duty free while U.S. exports
to these countries face significant tariffs. American producers deserve the
same equal treatment, These FTAs will level the playing field and open new
export opportunities for American business and agriculture,




We need to continue our record of exporting success and resultant economic
growth with the passage of these four Free Trade Agreements.

Sincerely,

Donald’L, EVERS

2001 ~ 2005

Barbaré H. Franklin =

1992 - 1993
Robert A. Mosbacher Frederick'B. Dent
1988 - 1992 . 1973 ~ 1975 _

(et 4 tem

Peter G. Peterson '
1972 - 1973

1
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CC: The Honorabie George W. Bush, President of the United States
The Honorable Carlos Gutierrez, U.S. Secretary of Commerce
The Honorable Susan Schawb, U.S. Trade Representative




Office of the Mayor
The City of Harrisburg
ML K. City Goverment Center

10 North Second Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1678

Stephen R. Keed January 7, 2008

iviayor
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Honorable Robert P. Cascy, Jr.
Member, United States Senate
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Casey:

The United States Congress will very soon be taking up the maniter of the United States-
Columbia Trade Promotion Agreemcat. We take this opportunity to express our endorsement
and support of the same. 5

Of the four different Tradc Agreements curvently going through the approval process,
with the Agreement with Peru having been approved by Cougress in:December, this would be
the largest of these three Trade Agreements. The United Statcs hus a sixteen billion dollar
trade relationship with Colnmbia.

Most of the goods being imported into the Upited States from Columbia come to this
nation without any tariffs being imposed. This is not the case, however, with regard to most
goods being exported by the United States to Columbia, '

Oite of the principle effects of the proposed new Trude Apreement with Colwmbia
would be to remove these tariffs on [.S. goods, along with the removal of certain trade
barricrs affecting U.S. generated prodacts.

The primary beneficiaries of the proposed Free Trade Agreerpent with Colurabia wounld
be the agricultural, manufacturiag and service indastries of our nation. Allthree haveamajor
presence in Pennsylvania, of cgurse.

1t is particularly usefulLfor stronger economic relationship:: to evolve with Coluabia,
not only because it will benefit the United States economy bat becase it will further atlow the
evolution of Columabia’s econommy away from what was once an economy dominared by illegal




Housrable Hobert P. Casey, Jr.
Page 2
Japuary 7, 2008

narcotics. Moreover, given the extent of our competition with other major trading couniries
in the world, it is certain that should the United States not act to improve its own frec tr ade
relationship with Columbia, there are certainly other competitors who will want to take
advantape of such for their own gain and at our loss.

With the further advances in the ceonomic productivity and strength of the Asian
Pacific Rim countries, it is also important to have the United States lead the further
advancement and growth of the cconomy in the Western lemisphere: In doingso, we advance
the United States not only in economit terms but in other ways, as well, Candidly, having
other countries on other continents paining greater economic frotholds in the Western
femisphere is not in our nation’s best mtercsts.

For these and related reasons, we think that the United :States-Columbia Trade
Proiotion Agreement should be adopted ind appreciate your consideration of this view.

With warmest personal regards, [ am
Yours sincercly,

S

Stephcn R. Reed
Mayor

SRRAdK




Cirty OF NEW ORLEANS

C. RAY NAGIN, MAYOR
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November 8, 2007

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House

United States House of Representatives
235 Canon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Speaker:

As Mayor and on behalf of the City of New Orleans, I wish to thank you for your support
of the free trade agreement (FTA) with Peru, and congratulate you on its passage. I also
respectfully urge you to continue to support free trade by promoting future agreements
with Colombia, Panama and South Korea. Each of the future FTAs would provide unigue
opportunities for the City of New Orleans to increase international economic
development.

Three of these countries were top ten locations for exports from Louisiana in 2006,
totaling $1.4 billion. Lowered or eliminated importation barriers to our petroleum and
coal products and chemical mamufactures, which account, on average, for 46% of our
exports to these states will greatty benefit our economy and the nation as our exports also
include goods manufactured around the country.

Corn and soybeans are the number one and two exports from Louisiana’s ports, with
Colombia and South Korea in the top five recipients of these products. The pending
FTAs in Congress will eliminate 77% of agricultural tariffs immediately in Colombia and
66% in South Korea, greatly increasing trade in this area. We also export $212 million in
oil to Panama. Again, the FTA will initially significantly eliminate a variety of tariffs,
with the effect of greatly increasing exports in 0il and other petroleum products to
Panama and other countries.

New Orleans is becoming an even greater international city in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina and we are making every effort to capitalize on the trade liberalization that will
flow from these FTAs. Our port system is ideally situated to take advantage of the Latin
American FTAs and we plan to seek out bilateral investment opportunities with our FTA
partners. As the largest tonnage port in the United States, we specialize in the transport of
bulk materials such as grain, crude oil, and petrochemicals, all of which are subject to
tariff elimination by these FTAs. The South Louisiana Ports account for 50% of grain
exports for the entire country, making agreements which lower tariffs on agricultural
products crucial to the nation’s economy as well as New Orleans and Louisiana’s local
€conomies.

1300 PERDIDO STREET | SUITE 2E04 | NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA | 70112 .
PHONE 504.658.4%00 | FAX 504.658.4939




The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
November 8, 2007
Page 2

We are al;:eady hard at work securing the economic advantages available under the
Dominican Republic-Central American Free Trade Agreement and look forward to
continuing our efforts with new FTA partners.

Thank you in advance for your consideration on this issue.

Sincerely,

cC: The Honorable Rodney Alexander
The Honorable Richard Baker
The Honorable Charles Boustany
The Honorable William Jefferson
The Honorable Bobby Jindal
The Honorable Jim McCrery
The Honorable Charles Melancon




- CHARLIE CRIST
(GOVERNOR

Qctober 5, 2007

The Honorable Carlos Gutierrez
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerca
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Secretary Gutierrez:

On behalf of the State of Florida, | offer my strong support of the frade promotion
agreements with Peru, Panama, Colombia, and South Korea. Your exhaustive efforts
advocating these agreements have been instrumental in building a strong coalition of
support for the U.S s free trade agenda.

As the "Gateway of the Americas”, Florida supports eliminating barriers to global
commerce, while promoting beneficial trade policies not only in our hemisphere, but
worldwide. Florida already has a substantia! frade relationship with Peru, Panama, and
Colombia, with combined two-way trade valued at over $7 billion in 20086, Trade
between Florida and these countries will undoubtedly grow after these agreements have
been implemented and will sirengthen our economic and cuitural ties. Florida’s business
community, ninety-seven percent of which are small and medium sized enterprises,
relies on trade promoting iegisiation to enter the global market place. Most importantly,
these agreements help level the playing field and create a beneficial, remprocai
relationship with our partners in our hemisphere and beyond.

Given our shared goals of promoting global trade, | have instructed my office to
coordinate with the U.S. Department of Commerce and U.S. Trade Representative in
supporting the passage of these agreements. | intend to work with Florida's
congressional delegation and our international pariners in Florida to see that these
agreements bacome a reality.

Once again, thank you for your hard work and | look ferward to working together
to accomplish these agreements.

Sincggely,

Charlie Crist

CC/ki

THE CAPITOL
Tawarassee, FLORIDA 32399 » (8501 488-.2272 « Fax (850} 927.4797




COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Office of the Governor

Timothy M. Xalnc
Govemor

September 186, 2007

- The Honarzble Carlos M. Gutierrez
Sccretary of Commerce
Mailstop 61 . .
Unilted States Department of Commerce
14™ and Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Secretary Gutierrez:

Thank you for your letter regarding legistation to implement Free Trade Agrecme s with
Per, Panama, Columbia, and Seuth Korca. Global commerce i3 vital to the economy of
Yirginiz, and we stand in support of thosc means which fusther advance the economic pre sparity
of olifCommonwealth.

Exports in 2006 from Virginia to Pecu, Panarna, and Columbin totaled over $141 11illion,
and South Korean exports were over $214 million. Export figures are on track to exceed hose
smonnts in 2007. Hsving résponsible Froe Trade Agreements in place will facilitate the case
with which Virginia companics are able 10 trade with these countrics.

As Congress begins nonéi&e{ntion of these ngieemmts in the interest of advancing global
.trade, my, Administretion will participatein she discyiesion so that fortheoming Fres Trads

Agresmenis inay continue to enhance Virginia's economy.

Hienbriy MT Ko \g

Ny e s

TMENMn

Pacrick Henry Bullding « 1111 Easc Broad Sireer » Richmond, Virglata 23219
- (804) TBE-2211 » TTY {800) 828-1120

www.governor.virginia. gov




Chandler - Arizona
Whiro Wsluex Meabe The Difference

Boyd W. Dunn
Mayer

Office of tha Mayor
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(480} 782-2200
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Eormail

boyd darn@chandloraz.gov
Mailing Addrens

Mail Siop 6113

PO Box 4008

Chandler, Arivane 85244.4008
Loration

Huive 301

55 Neoth Arizona Place
Chandler. Arlara 85225

LR e T T +)

September 17, 2007

Ms. Nancy Pelosi
Spedker of the House
H-232, U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaksr Pelosi;

As the Mayor of the City of Chandler, | sm writing to request your
support of the free trade agresments with Peru, Colombia, Panama, and
Korsa. '

Chandler's econamy, kke many othar cites, s becoming
increagingly global. Many of the high-ech companies that have loeated
here alzo have operations in other parts of the world. The continuing
effort to remove trade bamiers with these countries wit open up new
markets for some of our key corporate citizens. Their success In the
global marketplace will cerlainly help assure the future susteinabllity of
our community. ‘

Although Chandler is no longer an agricuttural community, farming
continues to be a major sector of the State's economy. The Pery,
Colombia, and Panama Free Trade Agresments will help bring new
opportunities to Arizona's farmers and ranchars,

These trade agreements iave the potential of traaling significa i
economic benefits for Arizona and the rest of the United States, In
addition, these agreements give us another means of sirengthening
freadom and demacracy in other parts of the world, and In enhanting our
security through improved geopolitical rejationships,

I appreciate your consideration in the support of thess measures,

Sincerely,

Boyd W, Dunn
Mayor




FORT WORTH

ARLINGTON

September 14, 2007

Tha Honorable Max Baucus
511 Senate Hart Office Building
United States Senats
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Baucus:

As Mayors of the three Jargest cities in the North Texas metro area, we are jointly urging
your support of the free trade agreements (FTA) with Columbia, Peru, Panama and
Korea.

The North Texas economic engine is one of the strongest in the country. It is a $300
Biltion economy with the 5™ largest gross product in the United States. We led the
nation in job creation in the past few years, annually netting approximately 90,000 new
jobs. Four of the country’s top ten growth economies are here in Texas, and North
Texas is the highest in total growth. And that growth is expected to continue through the
end of this decads.

Our region i$ home to many muiti-national firms and has become a major trade hub for
the country. Removing barriers to commercial trade betwaan our nation and other free
economies will open vital new markets for companies here and boost the flow of goods
and services through North Texas.

Free trade agreements provide new and significant economic opporiunities with our
oieign rade partners, which i tum strengthens our position: in the worid gconomy. It
also encourages responsible labor, social and environmental policies with those

partners as well,

We again urge passage of these free trade agreements. Thank you for your
consideration.

S sy L

Tom Leppert Mike Moncrief Robert Cluck
Mayor of Dallas Mayor of Ft. Worth - Mayor of Arlington -




.'; The City
: OKLAHOMA CITY

MAYOR MICK CORNETT

September 11, 2007

The Honorable James Inhofe

1.5, Senate

453 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-3603

Dear Senator Inhofe:

As proof of my consistent support for creating more jobs in Oklahoma
City, I am writing in suppott of the Free Trade Agreements with Korea, Peru,
Colombia, and Panama. Asthe Mayor of Oklahoma’s capital city, I appreciate the
value of opening up vital new markets and advancing local opportunities for
international commerce. These Free Trade Agreements will mean more
economic activity and more jobs for Oklahoma.

As an example, in 2006, Oklahoma exported $13.5 million in goods to
Pern and $36 million in goods to Colombia. These numbers will only grow once
the Free Trade Agreements are in force.

Oklahoma City has truly become a world~lass city, and Oklahoma is doing
business internationally like never before. Given the potential for new and
substantial economic opportunities, bilateral Free Trade Agreements with our
foreign partners are the next logical step to strengthening our local economies.
For these reasons, I urge you to support the Free Trade Agreements with Korea,
Peru, Colombia and Panama,

Thank you for your consideration of this issue, and thank you for ali you
are doing for Oklahoma.

Sincerely,

o (.

Mick Cornett
Mayor

200 North Walker « Oklahoma City, OK. 73102 » 405/297-2424 « FAX 405/297-3759
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i The State Senate
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

September 11, 2007
The Honorable Saxby Chambliss

416 Russell SOB
Washington, DC 20510-1005

Dear Senator Chambliss,

I am writing in support of the free trade agreements with Peru, Columbia, Panama and
Korea. ,

Georgia depends on world markets and these apreements will help to open vital new
markets and remove barriers to poods and services exports between Georgia and these
countries. Manufacturing, mining, construction and agricultural products are a few of the
exports that now go to world wide countries. The free trade agreements that are before
Congress will help to create an economic boomn for businesses and provide jobs and a
better quality of life for all Georgians,

Turge you to support the free trade agreements with Peru, Columbia, Panama and Kores,

TR

Don Balfowr
State Senator
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September 11, 2007

The Honorable Gus Bilirakis

U.S. House of Representatives

1630 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Bilirakis:

1 am writing urging your support of the frec trade agreements (FTA) with Peru,
Colombia, and Panama.

Supporting these agreements will remove barriers to goods and services
exchanged between our countries, and will allow for the better movement of technology,
innovation, and resources. It is of further benefit in that it allows citizens of the countries
to more easily purchase American goods, while at the same time allowing our citizens 10
benefit from the goods and resources of these countries. '

Our city has become the natural business capital for Latin America through its
over 60% foreign bom population and over 150 languages spoken daily. It is through
free trade and openness to foreign markets that we have expanded our economy, created
new jobs, and provided the opportunity for advancement to our residents, Ratification of
these FTAs will provide a market of over 75 million consumers and €575 million,
atlowing us to expaad our nearly $13 billion commercial investment in this area, a clear
benefit to this city and our state as well.

I once again urge you to support passage of these FTAs and I thank you in
advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mol




JERRY SANDERS
MAYOR

September 35, 2007

The Honorable Max Baucus
Chairman

Senate Committee on Finance

219 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washingion, D.C. 20510-62¢0

Dear Chairman Baucus:

I write in support of the free trade agreements with Panama, Columbia, Peru and
South Korea as currently proposed by the United States Trade Representative,

The proposed agreements provide significant benefits to the U.S. economy, including
major industry and consumers located here in San Diego. These agreements provide
improved access to large and growing markets in both Latin America and in South Korea
by removing tariffs on U3, exports and creating a “level playing field” including
enforceable protections for 1.8, investors and powerful and expedited dispute settlement
mechanisms.

Additionally, San Diego is home to an active and growing maritime port which hosts one
of the few on-dock cold storage facilities on the U.S. west coast and is the first port of
entry on the west coast for reefer ships arriving from Latin America. This, combined
with the chance for increased importing and exporting opportunities with South Korea,
will benefit the San Diego region and its citizens should the trade agreements be adopied.

1t is for these reasons that [ urge your support of the proposed FTA with Panama,
Columbia, Peru and South Korea,

Sincerely,

JERRY £ANDERS
JS/ke
cc: - Bill Beherns, Special Assistant to the President Office of Intergovernmental

Affairs
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Brad Cole, Mayor
200 South [tlingls Avenus

thond Post Office Box 2047
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Aupust 29, 2007

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
United States Senate

309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1304
Fax: 202-228-0400

Dear Senator Durbin:

I write to urge your support for the free trade agreements that involve Peru,
Colombia, Panama and South Korea,

While there is often much discussion about the benefits of {ree trade, and perhaps
specifically with these nations, it is obvious that free trade agreements allow for

technology, various goods and agricultural products, ideas and other resources to

be bought, sold or otherwise exchanpged in a manner that is positive toward the
United States.

These agreements deserve your support, to help open markets and advance open
relattonships around the world. Your consideration is appreciated.

YQurs very trily,

MAYOR BRAD COLE

The Capital of Southern [ilinois”




CITY OF ANAHEIM
MAYOR CURT PRINGLE

August 24, 2007

The Honorable Max Baucus
Chairman

Senate Committee on Finance

219 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-6200

Dear Chairman Baucus:

I am writing in support of the free trade agreements (FTA) with Peru, Colombia, Panama
and Korea. As the Mayor of Anaheim, California’s tenth largest city, 1 fully appreciate
the value these agreements will have in opening vital new markets and advancing local
opportunities for international commerce.

For the past half century, increased market access achicved through trade agreements has
played a major role in our natton’s success as the world's leading exporter. Similar
agreements with Pery, Columbia, Panama and Korea will continue this trend by removing
barriers to goods and services exports, establishing secure and predictable legal
frameworks and providing protections for investrnent and intellectual property.

As one of the premier California resort destinations, the City of Anzheim is known
worldwide as a center for entertainment, tourism and convention activities, Additionally,
Anaheim is also recognized as a world-class business center and the regional hub for
economic activity in Qrange County, Maintaining and expanding commercial ties with
emerging economies in both South America and Asia will undoubtedly compliment one
commitment to increasing business growth and international commerce within our city
and the Orange County region.

Given the potential for new and substantial economic opportunities, hilateral trade
agreements with our foreign partners is the nextlogical step to strengthening our national
snd local economies. For these reasons, I urge yoo to suppoit the free trade agreements
with Peru, Colombia, Panama and Korea.

Singfplly,

Curt Pringle
Mayor

200 South Ansheim Boulevard, Anaheim, Califomia 92805
(714) 765-5247 « FAX (714) 765-5164 » www.anaheim net




OFFICE O THE MAYOR

CITY Q¥ CRICAGO
BICHARD M. DALYY ) July 28, 2007

The Honorable Max Beucus
Chesirman

Senets Committee on Financa
2183 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-8200

Dear Chalrman Baucus: .

As Mayor and on behalf of tha City of Cr'licago, { urge you 0 support the free rada

agreemants [FTA) with Peru, Colembia, Panama and Korea,

Supparting thase &greements will remove bartiers to goods and services exchanged
betwesn our eountries and allow for the better movement of tachnclogy, Innovadon and
resqutces. These trade agreements make It easler for Pery, Colombia, Panama and Korea
o purchase American goods, and it will help Americs benefit from the Fesources in sach
of those countrias,

We have with these countries. Working with countries around the world in the consaxs s
free trade fosters gaog reiationships, supports labor rights and proimotes environmentnllv_
rasponsiblie pollciss. .

Thank you in advance for your consideration.




Useful Websites for the U.S. — Colombia Free Trade Aqgreement

Fact Sheetson the U.S. — Colombia Free Trade Agreement

(0]

USTR documents and pressreleases regarding the U.S. — Colombia Free Trade
Agreement
http://ustr.gov/Trade Agreements/Bilateral/Colombia FTA/Section_Index.html

I nformation Regarding why one should support the U.S. — Colombia Free
Trade Agreement and what they can expect to receive from it
http://export.gov/fta/ Colombia/index.asp?dName=Colombia

I nformation regarding State-by-State Benefits from the U.S. — Colombia Free
Trade Agreement (from US Department of Commerce)
http://export.gov/fta/colombia/StateExpData.asp?dName=Colombia

I nformation regarding the sector-by-sector industry benefits of the U.S. —
Colombia Free Trade Agreement (from US Department of Commerce)
http://export.gov/fta/ Colombia/Sectoral I nfo.asp?dName=Colombia

USDA documents and state-by-state benefits on the U.S. — Colombia Free
Trade Agreement
http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/us-Colombia.asp

USDA fact sheet regarding the agriculture benefits to I ndividual Sectors
through the Colombia Free Trade Agreement
http://www.fas.usda.gov/info/factsheets/ColombiaFTA06.asp

I nformation regarding where one can find general benefitsto the U.S. —
Colombia Free Trade Agreement (from the US Department of State)
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/colombia/

A collection of documents from the Latin America Trade Coalition supporting
the Colombia Free Trade Agreement
http://www.latradecoalition.org/portal/latc/defaul t

Information regarding “ U.S. Exportsto Colombia: A State Perspective’
http://ita.doc.gov/td/industry/otea/OTI1/ColombiaFTA/Colombia index.html

The I TC Report on the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement
http://www.usitc.gov/publications/pub3896. pdf



http://ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Colombia_FTA/Section_Index.html
http://export.gov/fta/Colombia/index.asp?dName=Colombia
http://export.gov/fta/colombia/StateExpData.asp?dName=Colombia
http://export.gov/fta/Colombia/SectoralInfo.asp?dName=Colombia
http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/us-Colombia.asp
http://www.fas.usda.gov/info/factsheets/ColombiaFTA06.asp
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/colombia/
http://www.latradecoalition.org/portal/latc/default
http://ita.doc.gov/td/industry/otea/OTII/ColombiaFTA/Colombia_index.html
http://www.usitc.gov/publications/pub3896.pdf

Other Helpful TradeLinks

o Information, by State, on the importance of trade through the Peru, Colombia,
and Korea FTAs.
http://trade.businessroundtabl e.org/trade 2006/doha/mappop.html

o Information on the Peru, Colombia, Panama, and Korea FTASs from the
| nternational Trade Administration
http://trade.gov/fta/index.asp

o0 Interagency Effort on pending free trade agreements
http://www.tradeagreements.gov/

o0 Information on the Trade Deficit and itsimpact of employment
http://www.ppionline.org/ppi_ci.cfm?knlgAreal D=108& subsecl D=206& contentl
D=254454

o Information on the impact of trade and the middle class
http://www.ppionline.org/ppi ci.cfm?knlgAreal D=108& subsecl D=206& contentl
D=254456



http://trade.businessroundtable.org/trade_2006/doha/mappop.html
http://trade.gov/fta/index.asp
http://www.tradeagreements.gov/
http://www.ppionline.org/ppi_ci.cfm?knlgAreaID=108&subsecID=206&contentID=254454
http://www.ppionline.org/ppi_ci.cfm?knlgAreaID=108&subsecID=206&contentID=254454
http://www.ppionline.org/ppi_ci.cfm?knlgAreaID=108&subsecID=206&contentID=254456
http://www.ppionline.org/ppi_ci.cfm?knlgAreaID=108&subsecID=206&contentID=254456

	1-- ColombiaBriefing2008_Cover
	2-- ColombiaTPABook_TOC
	3-- Mar08_ColombiaFTA_TheCasefor
	4-- Mar08_ColombiaFTA_BriefSummary
	5-- Mar08_WhySupporttheLatinFTA
	March 2008 

	6-- Mar08_ColombiaFTA_Violence
	March 2008 

	7-- STATE_Colombia - An Opportunity for Lasting Success 3-10-08
	8-- Charting Colombia's Progress 3-07-08 (2)
	9-- Mar08_ColombiaFTA_Labor
	10-- Mar08_ColombiaFTA_Environment
	11-- Mar08_ColombiaFTA_IPR
	12-- Mar08_Colombia_BroadSupport
	13-- Mar08_ColombiaFTA_PrivateSectorSupport
	14-- U S -Colombia FTA Hearing Letter
	15-- Open Letter to Congress from Former Commanders of the U.S. Southern Command
	17-- UsefulWeblinksforColombiaFTA
	Mar08_ColombiaFTA_Ports.pdf
	March 2008 


