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H.R. 1885 - Section 245(i) Extension Act

The Adminigtration strongly supports House passage of H.R.1885 as expected to be considered on the
House floor. H.R. 1885 would extend the window created under section 245(i) of the Immigration and
Nationdity Act during which quaified immigrants may obtain legd residence in the United States without
being forced to first leave the country and their families for aslong as severd years. Thislegidation
reflects the Adminigtration's philosophy that government policies should recognize the importance of
families and help to strengthen them.

Improving border security is one of the Administration's top priorities in securing the Nation's homeland
and the Administration understands thet the bill asit will be consdered on the House floor will address
thisissue. Thisamendment would require persona identification documents to be more tamper-res stant
and secure, enhance the alien gpplicant screening process to help diminate entry of unwanted
individuas, and require monitoring of foreign students and exchange visitors to ensure they maintain their
gatus. The Adminigtration believes these provisons will contribute to the Nation's security as foreign
guests are welcomed into the Nation.  Although some of the implementing time requirements in the bill
are very short, the Adminigtration believes they are appropriate considering the important security
improvements involved.

The Adminigtration notes that the Executive Branch must congtrue Section 2(5) of the legidation, which
purports to require the President to act through the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security in
carying out the Presdent’s duties under the legidation, in amanner consstent with the Presdent’s
condtitutional authority to supervise the unitary executive branch and take care that the laws be faithfully
executed, which cannot be made subject to legidation that requires him to carry out his duties through a
particular subordinate on the White House staff. Moreover the Assgtant to the President for Homeland
Security is an immediate advisor to the Presdent, with coordination and consultation functions, but who
does not and should not have operationa responsbilities.
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