
RESOLUTION 
National Headquarters, The American Legion 

Ninetieth Annual National Convention, Phoenix, Arizona 
August 26, 27, 28, 2008 

RESOLUTION NO. 107 

SUBJECT CITIZEN CORPS 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON  NATIONAL SECURITY 

 

 
This is to certify that the above resolution was adopted by our Department Convention but with indicated National action 
substituted for local resolving clause.  
 Thomas L. Davis, Adjutant Department of Maryland 

  
(Below is to be filled in when resolution is submitted from another authorized source.  It may also be used to comply with the 
identification provision of Resolution 21, referred to in paragraph 3 on the last page of this form.) 
Other authorized source: 

BELOW THIS LINE FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY  
 

Approved Rejected  Approved with Amendment  
Referred to Standing Commission or Committee on  Consolidated with  
Received and Recorded  Other Action 
Signature of Chairman or Secretary 

WHEREAS, The American Legion is composed of grassroots Posts across the Country which have had 
experience in community civil preparedness; and 
WHEREAS, In his 2002 State of the Union Address, President George W. Bush announced the creation of 
the USA Freedom Corps, which is an effort to foster a culture of service, citizenship, and responsibility 
through volunteerism; and 

WHEREAS, Citizen Corps, a component of USA Freedom Corps, is a locally-driven initiative to have every 
American become an active participant in preventing, preparing for, and responding to crime, natural 
disasters and other emergencies; and 

WHEREAS, The Citizen Corps Affiliate Program expands the resources and materials available to states and 
local communities by partnering with Programs and Organizations that offer resources for public education, 
outreach, and training; represent volunteers interested in helping to make their community safer; or offer 
volunteer service opportunities to support first responders, disaster relief activities, and community safety 
efforts; and  

WHEREAS, Citizen Corps Program Affiliates support Citizen Corps Council activities by helping to 
establish training and information delivery systems for neighborhoods, schools, and businesses, and by 
helping with family preparedness and crime prevention initiatives in a community or across a region; and 

WHEREAS, The programs of Citizen Corps are jointly managed by the Department of Homeland Security, 
Department of Justice and Department of Health and Human Services; and 

WHEREAS, Citizen Corps Councils help drive local citizen participation by coordinating Citizen Corps 
programs, developing community action plans, assessing possible threats and identifying local resources; and 

WHEREAS, The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program educates people about disaster 
preparedness and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, and 
disaster medical operations. Using their training; and 
WHEREAS, The Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) Program strengthens communities by helping medical, 
public health and other volunteers offer their expertise throughout the year as well as during local 
emergencies and other times of community need; and 
 
WHEREAS, An expanded Neighborhood Watch Program (NWP) Program incorporates terrorism awareness 
education into its existing crime prevention mission, while also serving as a way to bring residents together 
to focus on emergency preparedness and emergency response training; and 
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WHEREAS, Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) Program works to enhance the capacity of state and local 
law enforcement to utilize volunteers; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Fire Corps Program has the goal of providing support and supplementing resource-
constrained fire departments through the use of civilian volunteers for non-fire suppression related activities, 
now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in Phoenix, Arizona, 
August 26, 27, 28, 2008, That all Departments and Posts of The American Legion are encouraged to 
become involved in their local Citizen Corps activities, and establish their own programs under an 
affiliation with the Citizen Corps and encourage one another to take the CERT Program Training; 
and be it further   
RESOLVED, That The American Legion reaffirm its Citizen Corps affiliation, and that the Congress 
be urged to support and fully fund all components of Citizen Corps; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That Citizen Corps remain as a permanent part of the nation’s approach to homeland 
security and disaster preparedness; and be it finally 
 
RESOLVED, That The American Legion annually participates in National Preparedness Month.  
 



 

 

REGULATIONS 
 
  Based on the Uniform Code of Procedure for the Organization of National Conventions of The American Legion, adopted by 
the  National  Executive  Committee  at  its  October  1956  meeting,  the  following  regulations  have  been  established  for  the 
procedure of Convention Resolutions: 
 
1.  Each must emanate from a Department after favorable action by a Department Convention or from the National Executive 

Committee, or from any Convention Standing or Special Committee.  Resolutions submitted in advance of the Convention 
by Departments and the National Executive Committee shall be filed with the National Adjutant, who shall refer them to 
the Resolutions Assignment Committee. 

 
2.  The National Adjutant shall maintain a Convention register of all resolutions received, assigned and processed which shall 

identify  each  resolution  by  number,  indicating  the  committee  to which  the  resolution was  referred  and  the  originating 
source. 

 
  In submitting resolutions, the following points should be carefully observed: 
   
  a.  A resolution shall deal with only one subject.  Do not attempt to deal with more than one subject in the RESOLVING 

clauses. 
 
  b.  All  local  RESOLVING  clauses  are  to  be  omitted,  substituting  therein  a  clause  resolving  national  action,  i.e.  the 

resolution as submitted should be worded for the National Convention as follows: 
 

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in Phoenix, Arizona, August 26, 
27, 28,  2008, That — 

 
If the resolving clause is not stated as above (using convention business session dates) it necessitates having to re‐
write the resolution to show the proper resolving clause. 

 
  c.  Each resolution is to be worded in full, including all WHEREAS clauses as well as the RESOLVING clauses. 
 
  d.  Each resolution  is  to be signed  in black  ink and the originating source clearly  typewritten or  indicated, unless  it  is 

submitted as a computer file.  Then the originating source is to be placed in the footer of the form. 
 
3.  In accordance with Resolution No. 21, adopted by the National Executive Committee in regular meeting assembled on May 

4‐5, 1960, each resolution should be supported by the identification of the individual or group originating the resolution, 
and also by a written  statement or brief  containing  the  supporting arguments  in  favor of  the action  sought,  and clearly 
establishing the material relevance of the subject to the purpose for which The American Legion was formed. 

 
4.  In accordance with Resolution No. 50, adopted by the National Executive Committee in regular meeting assembled on May 

5‐6,  1965,  resolutions  adopted  by Department  Conventions  and  destined  for  consideration  by  the National  Convention 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the National  Adjutant,  to  be  in  his  hands  fourteen  (14)  days  prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
National Convention.  The only exception to this provision shall be in instances where Department Conventions are held at 
such time that it becomes physically impossible to comply with this provision, in which instances, the resolutions shall be 
forwarded to the National Adjutant immediately upon the adjournment of the Department Convention. 

 
 


