PIIIORLN DU TUOM TH CHATHMAN, ADVISORY COMMITTZIE ON CIVIL
nULES

This Jorm ittee is 4= -1ling with £ sot of Civil Rules tested
ovzr a pzriod of time and ge=nerally conc:lidered to be highly suc~
cz--ful. e ¢o not, ther:zfore, “acz the kind of comprehensive,
sround-treaeling job th-t confronted the forier Advisory Committee
when 1t tool up its assinment ticnty-five years ago. We antici-
rate thet in the main we sholl be probing for soft spots in the
Rules and for nossible iuprovenints in goling practices.

1. Our first task, as we concelve 1t, 1s to consider the
recorindations for amendrz.nts of the Civil Rules made by the
forner comittee in October 1955 upon which the Supreme Court has
tcizcn no ection. This involves an examination of the background
of zné rersons for and arsinst the several amendments as shown
in ths records and parcrs on. the former committee. e must also
ttudy the reactions of vrecticing lawycrs and scholars to thes=
vrovosals, and canvass all relevant legal developments since
1955,

2. ext, we ‘ntend to take up, as systematically as possg-
ible, rarticular idces for improvement of the Rules beyond those
conprised in our reconsideration of the 1955 amendments. In order
to begin to sound the views of those having steady experilence
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with the worklings ¢f Federal civll practice, the chairman hes
sent a Ze*t:r of inquiry to a2ll District and Circult judges in-
viting critici=ms and suzocstions. In addition, Ir. George C.
Doub, Assistint Attorney General in charge of the Civil Division,
a member of our Corrittee, hzs made inogulries among the United

Stotes Attornsys. A number of replles have been received. In due

time we ghall 21so want to znzage the intsrest of members of the
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Bor, Zzr JSictocictlilons, rnl ot r rouns in our vork.

In ~ddition to =v-cific r ferrals from the Standing Commit-
tee and susszoetions b nenbrsrs of our Co ittee, we shall loox to
the Administrativ: Offico te rags zlong 1deas =2bout the Rules
orising from it: continuous .oncern with the business of the Fed-
eral courts. We shnll -“xenine L2 local rules promulzatad by the
Dictrict Courtz to =zse whiother thsre 1s znything in thenm that
sugrests 1lmprovensnt of the gencral Rules. Similarly we shall re-
view r.cent acvzelopments in ths vorlious State systems of civil
procedure, esveclally tirhoce wvhich follow more or less the pattern
cf tho Fedsrasl Civil Ruleg.

3. Research work was stert-d during the summer months by
assigtants to our rerorter. He will Dbzgin to give substantial
time to the job on Scptember 1st and will heve the help of a full
tine aasistant. We plan to hold the first mecting of our Conmittee
sometime this Fo21ll. This will orobably be devoted lergely to the
1955 amendments.

Qther Lotters

1. The Aivi:ory—Co:igttee or: Admirelty Rules, chorzzsd with
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considering th: uwnification of ~3dmirclty and civil rpreactices
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in z single sst of rules, has vary properly stressad the import-

ance of coordineting the worx of thz two colrittess. Arrangements
havz been mzde for rezular eichange of infornation which should
prevent disjointed efforts. Coordination will of course be further
gssured by thez Standing Committze's oversicht and the work of the
Execcutive Secretary.

2. Cur Connittee will citempt to xeer In touch with projects

now going on around th:i country heving a vpossible ovecaring on our
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work. Exarplcs

¢ the study rcoezntly inaugureted by the American
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Low Inctitute at the suz-:sticn of the Chicsf Justice of the
United States on the propver division of jurisdiction between
State and F-deral courtis; a study oi the effects of the pretrial
conference in Neuv Jersey; a project on "international judicial
assistance" which w11l =robably produce reconendations pertinent

to both Btate and F.deral troc:zdural low.

August 30, 1960

FANIESCT N

o) L 2 i




