COMMITTEE ON RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE
OF THE
JUDICIAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C.20544

DAVID F. LEVI CHAIRS OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES
CHAIR
PETER G. McCABE Cﬁ?&e&hﬂ?ﬁ? T
SECRETARY
THOMAS S. ZILLY
BANKRUPTCY RULES
MEMORANDUM LEE H. ROSENTHAL
CIVIL RULES
SUSAN C. BUCKLEW
DATE: December 9, 2005 CRIMINAL RULES
JERRY E. SMITH
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I Introduction

The Advisory Committee on Appellate Rules cancelled its fall meeting, mainly because
our study agenda (which is attached) was unusually light. We also had an unexpectedly
complicated transition in leadership. Judge Samuel A. Alito, Jr., completed his successful tenure
as chair on October 1, and then-Judge John G. Roberts, Jr., was scheduled to replace him. Judge
Roberts, however, decided to take another job. I am honored that now-Chief Justice Roberts has
asked me to replace him as the new chair of the Advisory Committee, and I look forward to
working with the Standing Committee.

II. Action Items

The Advisory Committee is not seeking Standing Committee action on any matter.

I11. Information Items

The Advisory Committee will next meet on April 28 in Los Angeles. We expect to
address several matters at that meeting, including the E-Government amendment now out for
public comment, recommendations from the Time-Computation Subcommittee, a proposal from
the Department of Justice regarding the mandamus provisions of the Justice for All Act, a
proposal to amend Rule 41 to address an issue that was ducked by the Supreme Court last Term
in Bell v. Thompson, and several other matters.
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