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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools

Assistant Deputy Secretary

July 2007

Dear Colleague:

Thank you for your interest in the Grant Competition to Improve Public Knowledge
of and Support for Democracy (CFDA 84.304C) funded by the U.S. Department of
Education’s Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools.

Research has shown that civic engagement is essential for maintaining a
representative democracy. In order to preserve our democracy, our schools and
communities must become places that produce informed, productive, and
engaged citizens.

Effective civic education includes a holistic approach that incorporates the
advancement of knowledge, in conjunction with the development of skills and
character necessary to sustain and improve democracy.

The purpose of this grant competition is to provide funding support to improve the
quality of civic education through the implementation of comprehensive programs
that improve public knowledge, understanding, and support of the United States
Congress and the State legislatures.

This application package contains the instructions and forms needed to apply for
the fiscal year 2007 Grant Competition to Improve Public Knowledge of and
Support for Democracy. Please be sure that your application complies with all of
the mandates specified for this competition.

We look forward to receiving your application.

Sincerely,

Deborah A. Price
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|. Application Submission Procedures

Application Transmittal Instructions

Applications for grants under this grant competition may be submitted electronically or in
paper format by mail or hand delivery. The electronic submission of applications is
voluntary. However, if you choose to submit your application electronically you must use
the site listed below. Note: You may not submit your application by e-mail or facsimile.

Attention Electronic Applicants: Please note that you must follow the application
procedures as described in the Notice Inviting Applications for this grant competition,
published in the Federal Register on July 11, 2007 and the Correction Notice for this grant
competition, published in the Federal Register on July 24, 2007. Some programs may
require electronic submission of applications and those programs will have specific
requirements and waiver instructions in the Federal Register notice.

If you want to apply for a grant and be considered for funding, you must meet the following
deadline requirements.

Applications Submitted Electronically

You must submit your grant application through the Internet using the software provided
on the Grants.gov Web site (http://www.grants.gov) by 4:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time)
on the application deadline date. If you submit your application through the Internet via the
Grants.gov Web site, you will receive an automatic acknowledgment when we receive
your application.

For more information on using Grants.gov, please refer to the Notice Inviting Applications
that was published in the Federal Register on July 11, 2007, the Correction Notice
published in the Federal Register on July 24, 2007, “Grants.gov Submission Procedures
and Tips for Applicants” section in this application package, and the Grants.gov Web site
(http://www.grants.gov). You may access the electronic application for the Grant
Competition to Improve Public Knowledge of and Support for Democracy at
http://www.ed.gov/osdfs or http://www.grants.gov.

Applications Sent by Mail

You must mail the original and two copies of the application on or before the deadline
date. To help expedite our review of your application, we would appreciate your voluntarily
including an additional copy of your application. Please mail copies to:

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA #84.304C
400 Maryland Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20202-4260


http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/osdfs
http://www.grants.gov/

You must show one of the following as proof of mailing:
(1) A legibly dated U.S. Postal Service Postmark.
(2) A legible mail receipt with the date of mailing stamped by the U. S. Postal Service.
(3) A dated shipping label, invoice, or receipt from a commercial carrier.
(4) Any other proof of mailing acceptable to the Secretary.

If you mail an application through the U.S. Postal Service, we do not accept either of the
following as proof of mailing:

(1) A private metered postmark.

(2) A mail receipt that is not dated by the U.S. Postal Service.

Note: The U.S. Postal Service does not uniformly provide a dated postmark. Before
relying on this method, you should check with your local post office.

Applications Delivered by Commercial Carrier

Special Note: Due to disruptions to normal mail delivery, the Department encourages you
to consider using an alternative delivery method (for example, a commercial carrier, such
as Federal Express or United Parcel Service; or U.S. Postal Service Express Mail) to
transmit your application for this competition to the Department. If you use an alternative
delivery method, please obtain the appropriate proof of mailing under “Applications Sent
by Mail,” then follow the mailing instructions under the appropriate delivery method.

You must mail the original and two copies of the application on or before the deadline
date. To help expedite our review of your application, we would appreciate your voluntarily
including an additional copy of your application. Applications that are delivered by
commercial carrier, e.g. Federal Express or United Parcel Service, should be mailed to:

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center - Stop 4260
Attention: CFDA #84.304C

7100 Old Landover Road

Landover, MD 20785-1506

Applications Delivered by Hand

You or your courier must hand deliver the original and two copies of your application by
4:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time) on or before the deadline date. To help expedite our
review of your application, we would appreciate your voluntarily including an additional
copy of your application. Please hand deliver copies to:

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center

Attention: CFDA #84.304C

550 12" Street, SW, PCP - Room 7041
Washington, DC 20202-4260

The Application Control Center accepts application deliveries daily between 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time), except Saturdays, Sundays, and federal holidays.



Grants.gov Submission Procedures and Tips for Applicants

To facilitate your use of Grants.gov, this document includes important submission
procedures you need to be aware of to ensure your application is received in a timely
manner and accepted by the Department of Education (ED).

1. Register Early — Grants.gov registration may take five or more business days to
complete. You may begin working on your application while completing the
registration process, but you cannot submit an application until all of the
registration steps are complete. For detailed information on the registration steps,
go to http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get registered.jsp.

Note: Your organization will need to update its Central Contractor Registry (CCR)
registration annually.

2. Submit Early — We strongly recommend that you do not wait until the last day to
submit your application. Grants.gov will put a date and time stamp on your
application and then process it after it is fully uploaded. The time it takes to upload
an application will vary depending on a number of factors including the size of the
application and the speed of your Internet connection, and the time it takes
Grants.gov to process the application. If Grants.gov rejects your application (see
step 3 below), you will need to resubmit successfully before 4:30 p.m.
(Washington, DC time) on the deadline date.

Note: To submit successfully, you must provide the D-U-N-S Number on your
application that was used when your organization registered with the CCR.

3. Verify Submission is OK — You will want to verify that Grants.gov and ED
received your Grants.gov submission timely and that it was validated successfully.
To see the date and time your application was received, log in to Grants.gov and
click on the Track My Application link. For a successful submission, the date and
time received should be earlier than 4:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time) on the
deadline date, and the application status should be Validated, Received by
Agency, or Agency Tracking Number Assigned.

If the date and time received is later than 4:30 p.m. (Washington, D.C. time) on the
closing date, your application is late. If your application has a status of “Received”
it is still awaiting validation by Grants.gov. Once validation is complete, the status
will either change to “Validated” or “Rejected with Errors.” If the status is “Rejected
with Errors,” your application has not been received successfully. Some of the
reasons Grants.gov may reject an application can be found on the Grants.gov site
(http://www.grants.gov/help/submit_application_fags.jsp - 10). For more detailed
information on why an application may be rejected, please review the Application
Error Tips document (http://www.grants.gov/section910/ApplicationErrorTips.pdf).
If you discover your application is late or has been rejected, please see the
instructions below.



http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp
http://www.grants.gov/help/submit_application_faqs.jsp#10
http://www.grants.gov/section910/ApplicationErrorTips.pdf

Note: You will receive a series of confirmations both online and via e-mail about
the status of your application. Please do not rely solely on e-mail to confirm
whether your application has been received timely and validated successfully.

Submission Problems — What Should You Do?
If you have problems submitting to Grants.gov before the deadline date, contact

Grants.gov Customer Support at (800) 518-4726 or use the customer support available on
the Web site (http://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant _help.jsp).

If electronic submission is optional and you have problems that you are unable to resolve
before the deadline date and time for electronic applications, please follow the transmittal

instructions for hard copy applications in the Federal Register notice and get a hard copy

application postmarked by midnight on the deadline date.

If electronic submission is required, you must submit an electronic application before
4:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time), unless you follow the procedures in the Federal
Register notice and qualify for one of the exceptions to the electronic submission
requirement and submit, no later than two weeks before the application deadline date, a
written statement to the Department that you qualify for one of these exceptions. See the
Federal Register notice for detailed instructions.

Helpful Hints When Working with Grants.gov

Please note that once you download an application from Grants.gov you will be working
offline and saving data on your computer. Please be sure to note where you are saving
the Grants.gov file on your computer. You will need to log on to Grants.gov to upload and
submit the application. You must provide on your application the D-U-N-S Number that
was used when your organization registered with the CCR.

Please go to http://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant_help.jsp for help with Grants.gov.
For additional tips related to submitting grant applications, refer to the Grants.gov Submit
Application FAQs found at http://www.grants.gov/help/submit_application_fags.jsp.

Dial-Up Internet Connections

When using a dial-up connection to upload and submit your application, it can take
significantly longer than when you are connected to the Internet with a high-speed
connection (e.g. cable modem/DSL/T1). While times will vary depending upon the size
of your application, it can take a few minutes to a few hours to complete your grant
submission using a dial-up connection. If you do not have access to a high-speed
connection and electronic submission is required, you may want to consider following
the instructions in the Federal Register notice to obtain an exception to the electronic
submission requirement no later than two weeks before the application deadline date.
Please see the Federal Register notice for detailed instructions.


http://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant_help.jsp
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant_help.jsp
http://www.grants.gov/help/submit_application_faqs.jsp

Macintosh Users

If you do not have a Windows operating system, you will need to use the Citrix solution
discussed on Grants.gov or a Windows Emulation program to submit an application using
Grants.gov. For additional information, review the FAQs for non-Windows users
(http://www.grants.gov/resources/download software.jsp - non_window).

To view the white paper for Macintosh users published by PureEdge; go to
http://www.grants.gov/section678/PureEdgeSupportforMacintosh.pdf or contact
Grants.gov Customer Support (http://www.grants.gov/contactus/contactus.jsp) for more
information. If electronic submission is required and you are concerned about your ability
to submit electronically as a non-Windows user, please follow the instructions in the
Federal Register notice to obtain an exception to the electronic submission requirement
no later than two weeks before the application deadline date. See the Federal Register
notice for detailed instructions.



http://www.grants.gov/resources/download_software.jsp#non_window
http://www.grants.gov/section678/PureEdgeSupportforMacintosh.pdf
http://www.grants.gov/contactus/contactus.jsp

Il. Grant Competition Background

General Information
Eligibility

Eligible applicants under the Grant Competition to Improve Public Knowledge of and
Support for Democracy are: State educational agencies (SEAS), local educational
agencies (LEAS), institutions of higher education; and other public and private agencies,
organizations, and institutions, or a combination of such entities.

Purpose

This grant competition provides assistance to improve the quality of civic education
through the implementation of comprehensive programs to improve public knowledge,
understanding, and support of the United States Congress and the State legislatures.

Authority

This grant competition is authorized under 20 U.S.C. 6711-6714; Section 20629 of Public
Law 110-5, “Division B--Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2007,” and Title IlI,
Department of Education Appropriations Act, 2006, Safe Schools and Citizenship
Education, of Public Law 109-149.

Official Documents Notice

The official document governing this grant competition is the Notice Inviting Applications
and the Correction Notice published in the Federal Register (See Legal and Regulatory
Documents in this application package). The notice is available on the Internet at the
following addresses: http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister and
www.gpoaccess.gov/nara and http://www.cetac.orqg.

Notice of Nondiscrimination

All applicants under this grant competition should familiarize themselves with all federal
statutes related to nondiscrimination, as outlined in Item 6 of Standard Form 424B, to
ensure that their proposed activities are compliant. For instance, an applicant may
determine through a needs assessment that first-year students are the specific student
population identified for services provided under this grant. Subsequently, the applicant
must ensure that neither male nor female first-year students are excluded on the basis of
sex. In this example, the applicant would need to be in compliance with Title 1X of the
Education Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. subsections 1681-1683, and
1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex.
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Resources

Any questions related to this grant competition should be directed to Rita Foy Moss of the
Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools (OSDFS) at (202) 205-8061. The OSDFS Web site
is located at http://www.ed.gov/osdfs.

Grant Awards and Project Period

Projects will be funded for up to 18 months. Budgets should be developed for a single 18-
month budget period. Applicants should list their entire budget request in one column on
the ED Form 524. We suggest developing a timeline that starts on October 1, 2007 and
runs through April 30, 2009.

A detailed budget narrative for the single 18-month budget period must be included in the
application. An estimated four to five awards will be made. Projects will be funded for
approximately $500,000 to $2,984,750 per project period depending on the scope of work.
These figures are only estimates and do not bind ED to a specific number of grants or
amount of any grant.

Please note that ED is not bound by any estimates contained in this application package.
Travel Budget

All applicants must budget for the project director to attend a project director's meeting
(one day) during the first year of the grant. In addition, applicants must plan for the project
director and at least one other staff person to attend the OSDFS National Conference
(three days) held in Washington, DC. Grant funds may be used to pay all costs associated
with attendance at these meetings including transportation, hotel, and per diem.

E-mail Addresses

As part of our review of your application, we may need to contact you with questions for
clarification. Please be sure your application contains valid e-mail addresses for the
project director, authorized representative, and any other party designated to answer
guestions in the event the project director and authorized representative are unavailable.

Time Commitment

Applicants are requested to provide the percent of the Project Director’s time that will be
dedicated to the grant project. For example, if the Project Director works 40 hours per
week and spends 20 hours per week on the project to Improve Public Knowledge of and
Support for Democracy grant activities, then the time commitment for the Project Director
would be 50%. We suggest that applicants include this information in the budget narrative
or add the information to the Project Director line on the Department of Education
Supplement to the SF424.
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Review of Applications and Notification of Award

The review of applications and notification of awards for this grant competition requires
approximately four to six weeks. We expect to notify successful applicants by late
September 2007. Unsuccessful applicants will be notified within 60 days of the award start
date.

Human Subjects Research Activities

Please see Item 3 of the instructions for Supplemental Information for Standard Form 424
in Section IV of this application package. Projects funded under this grant competition
may be subject to protection of human subjects research requirements. If you have any
guestions about your responsibilities under these requirements, please contact ED’s
protection of human subjects coordinator at (202) 245-6153.

Contracting for Services

Generally, all procurement transactions must be conducted in a manner providing full and
open competition, consistent with the standards in Section 80.36 of EDGAR, which
applies to State, local, and Indian tribal governments. This section requires that grantees
use their own procurement procedures (which reflect State and local laws and regulations)
to select contractors, provided that those procedures meet certain standards described in
EDGAR. Under 34 CFR Part 74 of EDGAR, which applies to institutions of higher
education and non-profit organizations, grantees must establish written procurement
procedures that meet the requirements of 34 CFR 74.44. EDGAR is available on the
Internet at http://www.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html.

Because grantees must use appropriate procurement procedures to select contractors,
applicants should not include information in their grant applications about specific
contractors, nor the names of specific contractors, that will be used to provide services for
the proposed project. Applicants may include information about the scope of work to be
completed by outside contractors and the contractor’s qualifications. However, they
should not pre-identify a specific contractor or enter into an agreement with a contractor
until the grant is awarded.

Consistent with the limitations in Section 75.515 of EDGAR concerning the use of
consultants, contractors or consultants may be used to help prepare grant applications,
but their participation in the application development process should not be presumed to
result in the receipt of a contract for work under the project if a grant is awarded.
Applicants may include a sum for grant-writing costs in their proposed budget provided
that the amount requested is necessary and reasonable.

Expectations of Grantees

By submitting an application for this grant competition, applicants agree to fully cooperate
with any evaluation efforts conducted by ED and its contractors. At a minimum, grantees
are expected to maintain records on how their program is operating; maintain records on
the extent to which their program objectives are being met; include specific performance
measures in their evaluation plan; and make ongoing project information, findings, and
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products available to ensure the dissemination of knowledge gained from this effort during
the grant period.

The Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA)

The Government Performance and Results Act of 1993 (GPRA) requires all federal
agencies to manage their activities with attention to the consequences of those activities.
Each agency is to clearly state what it intends to accomplish, identify the resources
required, and periodically report their progress to the United States Congress. In so doing,
it is expected that the GPRA will contribute to improvements in accountability for the
expenditures of public funds, improve Congressional decision-making through more
objective information on the effectiveness of federal programs, and promote a new
government focus on results, service delivery, and customer satisfaction.

If funded, applicants will be expected to evaluate the effectiveness of the grant-supported
activities to improve the knowledge, understanding, and support of the United States
Congress and the State legislatures. Grantees are expected to collect and report the data
to ED in their annual performance report and final performance report using the

ED Form 524B (http://www/ed/gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/ed524b_civer.doc and
http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/ed524b_status.doc).

Tips for Preparing and Submitting an Application

A. Before You Begin
= Read this application package carefully and make sure you follow all of the
instructions.
= Use the tools we have provided to help you including:

o0 Frequently Asked Questions section in this application package;

0 Resources related to this grant competition on our Web site at
http://www.ed.gov/osdfs or visit the Character Education and Civic
Engagement Technical Assistance Center Web site at
http://www.cetac.org;

0 General grant application technical assistance resources on our Web site
at http://www.ed.gov/admins/grants/apply/techassist/index.html.

= [f there is information that you do not understand, contact the competition
manager for this grant competition.

B. Preparing Your Application

= Make sure you are thorough in your project description. Write so that someone
who knows nothing about your organization or your project plan can
understand what you are proposing.

= QOrganize your application according to the selection criteria for this grant
competition and respond comprehensively.

= Be sure your application includes a budget request (ED Form 524) for a single
18-month period (use one column only), and that you have completed the
budget narrative.
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Make sure your budget narrative provides enough detail about planned
expenditures so ED staff can easily determine how the funds will be spent.
Link your planned expenditures to the goals and objectives of your project. Do
not request funds for miscellaneous purposes and make sure you demonstrate
that your proposed expenditures are necessary to carry out your project.

C. Submitting Your Application

D. Next S

Improve

Results fro

Use the checklist in this booklet to make sure your application is complete
before it is submitted.

Make sure all required forms are signed by an authorized representative of
your organization and included.

Transmit your application by the deadline date. If you submit your application
electronically, you must use the Grants.gov Web site. If you use the U.S.
Postal Service, make sure you have a legible postmark date. If you use an
overnight carrier, make sure you obtain a receipt.

teps

If you submit your application by mail, you should receive a postcard in
approximately two weeks (depending on the volume of applications that we
receive) from ED’s Application Control Center acknowledging receipt of your
application and giving you its assigned number. If you submit your application
electronically, the PR/Award number will be generated automatically when you
submit your application. Please refer to this PR/Award number if you need to
contact us about your application.

Your application will be screened by the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools
(OSDFS) staff to ensure that all program eligibility requirements are met, and
all required forms are included and signed by the Authorized Representative.
Your application will be assigned to a three-person panel of independent
reviewers who evaluate and score your proposal according to the selection
criteria in this application package. Your proposal will receive a score from 0 to
100 depending upon how well you respond to the requirements of the selection
criteria.

A grant award document will be sent to applicants whose proposals receive a
score within the funding range. Unsuccessful applicants will receive a
notification letter. Both successful and unsuccessful applicants will receive
copies of the comments prepared by the peer reviewers. Please be sure your
application contains valid e-mail address for both the Project Director and
Authorized Representative.

Public Knowledge of and Support for Democracy

m the 2006 National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) civics

assessment were recently released by the United States Department of Education.

This was the first assessment conducted in the subject area since 1998. In the nationally
representative sample of more than 25, 000 students at grades 4, 8, and 12, the civics
assessment evaluated students’ understanding of the demaocratic institutions and ideals

necessary

to become informed citizens in shaping our future. Students demonstrated

knowledge in areas that were believed to be important for citizenship in our constitutional
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democracy. The results showed that compared to the scaled scores from 1998, the only
gains were at the 4" grade level. The percentage of 4™ graders at or above Basic rose
from 69 percent in 1998 to 73 percent in 2006. The 8" and 12" grade samples
demonstrated no changes in achievement-level results.

In a 2006 Civic and Political Health of the Nation policy study to define the current state of
citizenship education, conducted by the Education Commission of the States and the
Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement (June 2006),
one of the findings showed that while States are placing more of an emphasis on
knowledge of civic and government education through quality and effective instruction,
there is a gap in State level policy regarding civic education.

Effective civic education is premised on the idea that citizens should know and understand
the basic values and principles of a democracy. In order to preserve the democracy in
which we live, our schools and communities must become places that produce informed,
productive, and engaged citizens. Civic educators, however, are finding it more difficult to
assist both the youth and adult populations in developing an understanding of the basic
values and principles. In order to improve our knowledge of and support for democracy,
scholars and practitioners must work together to provide the appropriate opportunities for
improvement.

The success of a democracy is the responsibility of its citizen and the officials that are
elected to represent them. Learning in civic education means not only learning about the
systems of government, but also understanding how to make changes for the betterment
of government.

Evaluation

Evaluation is a powerful tool that supports program planning and an understanding of
effective strategies that assist eligible applicants in the implementation of comprehensive
programs in civic education to improve public knowledge, understanding, and support of
the Congress and State legislatures. Therefore, applicants will be expected to evaluate
the effectiveness of the strategies used in the project.

Keep in mind that what constitutes convincing evidence of success may differ from one
project to the next. In preparing the project design and evaluation plan, applicants are
encouraged to carefully review information from similar projects and the research

literature to determine what has or has not been shown to be successful. This information
should be reflected in the project design. Applicants also should include a description of
all evaluation instruments they intend to use. The evaluation plan should identify the
individual and/or organization that agreed to serve as evaluator for the project along with a
description of the evaluator’s qualifications.

Applicants will be expected to collect and report information pursuant to the evaluation
requirements under this grant competition. Applicants are encouraged to devote an
appropriate level of resources to project evaluation. Successful applicants will be
expected to report annually on the progress of the funded project.
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Project Purpose

Under 20 U.S.C. 6711-6714; Section 20629 of Public Law 110-5, “Division B--Continuing
Appropriations Resolution, 2007,” and Title 11l, Department of Education Appropriations
Act, 2006, Safe Schools and Citizenship Education, of Public Law 109-149, we consider
only applications that meet the following purpose of this competition:

To improve the quality of civic education through the implementation of comprehensive
programs that improves public knowledge, understanding, and support of the United
States Congress and the State legislatures.

Selection Criteria

The following selection criteria will be used to evaluate applications under this grant
competition. The maximum number of possible points for each criterion is indicated in
parentheses. The maximum score for all of these criteria is 100 points.

1. Significance (10 points)
In determining the significance of the proposed project, the following factors are
considered:

(a) The potential contribution of the proposed project to increased knowledge or
understanding of educational problems, issues, or effective strategies. (5 points)

(b) The importance or magnitude of the results or outcomes likely to be attained by the
proposed project. (5 points)

2. Quality of the Project Design (25 points)
In determining the quality of the design of the proposed project, the following factors are
considered:

(a) The extent to which there is a conceptual framework underlying the proposed research
or demonstration activities and the quality of that framework. (10 points)

(b) The extent to which the design of the proposed project includes a thorough, high-
quality review of the relevant literature, a high-quality plan for project implementation, and
the use of appropriate methodological tools to ensure successful achievement of project
objectives. (5 points)

(c) The extent to which the design for implementing and evaluating the proposed project
will result in information to guide possible replication of project activities or strategies,
including information about the effectiveness of the approach or strategies employed by
the project. (10 points)

3. Quality of the Project Services (35 points)
In determining the quality of the project services, the following factors are considered:
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(a) The quality and sufficiency of strategies for ensuring equal access and treatment
for eligible project participants who are members of groups that have traditionally been
underrepresented based on race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability.

(5 points)

(b) The extent to which the services to be provided by the proposed project are
appropriate to the needs of the intended recipients or beneficiaries of those services.
(10 points)

(c) The extent to which the services to be provided by the proposed project reflect
up-to-date knowledge from research and effective practice. (5 points)

(d) The extent to which the services to be provided by the proposed project involve the
collaboration of appropriate partners for maximizing the effectiveness of the project
services. (5 points)

(e) The extent to which the training or professional development services to be provided
by the proposed project are sufficient quality, intensity, and duration to lead to
improvements in practice among the recipients of those services. (10 points)

4. Quality of Project Personnel (15 points)
In determining the quality of project personnel, the following factors are considered:

(a) The extent to which the applicant encourages applications for employment from
persons who are members of groups that have traditionally been underrepresented based
on race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability. (5 points)

(b) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of the project director or
principal investigator. (5 points)

(c) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of key project personnel.
(5 points)

5. Quality of the Project Evaluation (15 points)
In determining the quality of the project evaluation, the following factors are considered:

(a) The extent to which the methods of evaluation are thorough, feasible, and appropriate
to the goals, objectives, and outcomes of the proposed project. (5 points)

(b) The extent to which the methods of evaluation provide for examining the effectiveness
of project implementation strategies. (5 points)

(c) The extent to which the methods of evaluation will provide performance feedback and
permit periodic assessment of progress toward achieving intended outcomes. (5 points)
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the goal of this grant competition?

The goal of this grant competition is to provide funding to support quality civic education
projects through the implementation of comprehensive programs to improve public
knowledge, understanding, and support of the United States Congress and the State
legislatures.

2. Who is eligible to apply?

This grant competition is open to State educational agencies, local educational agencies,
institutions of higher education; and other public and private agencies, organizations, and
institutions, or a combination of such entities.

3. What is the average amount of each grant?

The grant awards will range from $500,000 to $2,984,750 per project. The figures are only
an estimate and do not bind the U.S. Department of Education to any specific amount of
funding for any grant.

4. How many new awards will be made?

Approximately 4-5 awards are anticipated under this grant competition in fiscal year 2007.
However, this is only an estimate and does not bind the U.S. Department of Education to
any specific number of grant awards.

5. What is the project and budget period for these grants?

Projects are to be completed in 18 months. A single budget period should be detailed on
the Budget Form 524 in a single column.

6. What is the deadline date for applications?
The deadline date is August 24, 2007.
7. When will the grant awards for this competition be announced?

The Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools (OSDFS) will announce new grant awards
under this competition no later than September 30, 2007.

8. Is there a cost sharing or matching requirement?

This grant competition does not require cost sharing or matching.
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9. Is there arestricted indirect cost rate for this grant competition?

There is not a restricted indirect cost rate. You may charge indirect costs using the rate
negotiated with your cognizant federal agency (e.g., U.S. Department of Education,
Department of Health and Human Services, Department of Interior).

Local educational agencies should check with their State educational agency if they do
not have a negotiated indirect cost rate. For more information about indirect cost rates,
visit http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocfo/fipao/icgindex.html.

If you claim indirect costs in your budget and do not have a negotiated rate with the
federal government, you must submit the necessary paperwork to ED to receive a
negotiated indirect cost rate. For more information, please visit
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocfo/intro.html.

10. Can grant funds be used to support professional development activities?

As long as the activities directly support the purposes of this grant competition, yes, the
funds can be used to support professional development.

11. Does this grant competition have guidelines for how much money can be spent
on consultants? What is the daily limit and is there a cap?

There is not a daily limit or cap for consultant fees. As a general matter, however, the
costs for consultant fees should be reasonable. Information related to these fees should
be included on ED Form 524 under the Contractual budget category. Also, applicants
should be sure to fully substantiate all expenditures in the budget narrative.

12. What kind of supplies may | purchase with these funds?

Under this grant competition you may purchase materials or supplies required to
implement and support the ongoing project activities and to support staff in carrying out
the project.

13. Do applicants need to include the address for responses in the letter to the
State Single Point of Contact?

Yes, comments should be addressed to: The Secretary, EO 12372-CFDA 84.304C, U.S.
Department of Education, Room 7W301, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC
20202.

14. What is required from an applicant whose State Single Point of Contact
indicates that they are not reviewing applications for this grant competition?

Applicants should include a copy of such a response from the State Single Point of

Contact in their application package submitted to the U.S. Department of Education and
check the appropriate line on the SF Form 424.
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15. What is the date for applicants to submit applications to the State Single Point
of Contact, if participating?

Applicants must submit their application to the State Single Point of Contact on or before
the deadline date for transmitting an application to the Department of Education.

16. Does Grants.gov support the new Microsoft Vista Operating System?

Grants.gov does not currently support the new Microsoft Vista Operating system. The
PureEdge software used by Grants.gov for forms is not compatible with Vista. In addition,
the new version of Microsoft Word saves documents with the extension “.DOCX.” The
Grants.gov system does not process Microsoft Word documents with the extension
“.DOCX.” When submitting Microsoft Word attachments to Grants.gov please use the
version of Microsoft Word that ends in “.DOC.” If you have any questions regarding this
matter please email the Grants.gov Contact Center at support@grants.gov or call (800)
518-4726.

17. How does the Freedom of Information Act affect my application?

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) provides that any person has the right to request
access to federal agency records or information. All U.S. Government agencies are
required to disclose records upon receiving a written request for them, except for those
records that are protected from disclosure by the nine exemptions listed in the FOIA. All
applications submitted for funding consideration under this grant competition are subject
to the FOIA. To read the text of the Freedom of Information Act, visit
http://www.usdoj.gov/O4foia/foiastat.htm.

18. Do | need to provide the Funding Opportunity Number (Item #12) and the
Competition Identification Number (Item #13) on the SF 4247

If you are submitting your application electronically via Grants.gov, then you will need to
provide these numbers. They can be located on Grants.gov Web site on the application
download page and also on the application package page once the package has been
downloaded. If you are submitting a hard copy of your application, then you do not need to
provide these numbers as they are used strictly for the electronic package submitted via
Grants.gov.
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lll. Legal and Regulatory Documents

Correction Notice
Federal Register Publish Date — July 24, 2007

4000-01-U

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools

Grant Competition to Improve Public Knowledge of and Support for Democracy;
Correction

AGENCY: Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools, U.S. Department of Education.
ACTION: Correction; Notice inviting applications for new awards for fiscal year
(FY) 2007.

SUMMARY: We correct the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA)
Number 84.929C. We also correct the Applications Available date, Deadline for
Transmittal of Applications date, and the Intergovernmental Review date published
in the notice on July 11, 2007 (72 FR 37741).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July 11, 2007, we published in the

Federal Reqister (72 FR 37741-37743), a notice inviting applications for new

awards for FY 2007 for the Grant Competition to Improve Public Knowledge of and
Support for Democracy. The CFDA Number 84.929C is incorrect on page 37741,
first and third columns; page 37742, third column; and page 37743, first column.

The CFDA Number is corrected to read “CFDA Number 84.304C".
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On page 37741, first and second columns, “Applications Available: July 11,
2007." is corrected to read “Applications Available: July 25, 2007.”

On page 37741, first and second columns “Deadline for Transmittal of
Applications: August 10, 2007.” is corrected to read “Deadline for Transmittal of
Applications: August 24, 2007.”

On page 37741, first and third columns, “Deadline for Intergovernmental
Review: September 10, 2007.” is corrected to read “Deadline for
Intergovernmental Review: September 24, 2007.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Rita Foy Moss, U.S. Department of
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW., room 3E247, Washington, DC 20202.
Telephone: (202) 205-8061 or by e-mail: rita.foy.moss@ed.gov

If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), call the Federal
Relay Service (FRS) at 1-800-877-8339.

Individuals with disabilities may obtain a copy of the application package in
an alternative format (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, or computer diskette) by
contacting the program contact person listed in this section.

Electronic Access to This Document: You may view this document, as well as all

other documents of this Department published in the Federal Reqister, in text or
Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) on the Internet at the following site:
http://www.ed.gov/news/fedregister

To use PDF you must have Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is available free
at this site. If you have questions about using PDF, call the U.S. Government

Printing Office (GPO), toll free, at 1-888-293-6498; or in the Washington, DC, area
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at (202) 512-1530.
Note: The official version of this document is the document published in the

Federal Reqister. Free Internet access to the official edition of the Federal

Reqister and the Code of Federal Regulations is available on GPO Access at:
www.gpoaccess.gov/nara/index.html

Dated:

Deborah A. Price,
Assist Deputy Secretary for
Safe and Drug-Free Schools.
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Notice Inviting Applications
Federal Register Publish Date - July 11, 2007

4000-01-U

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools

Overview Information
Grant Competition to Improve Public Knowledge of and Support for Democracy

Notice inviting applications for new awards for fiscal year (FY) 2007.
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number: 84.929C.

Dates:

Applications Available: July 11, 2007.

Deadline for Transmittal of Applications: August 10, 2007.
Deadline for Intergovernmental Review: September 10, 2007.

Full Text of Announcement

I. Funding Opportunity Description

Purpose of Program: To improve the quality of civic education through the
implementation of comprehensive programs to improve public knowledge,

understanding, and support of the United States Congress and the State
legislatures.

Program Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6711-6714; Section 20629 of Public Law 110-5,
“Division B--Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2007,” and Title Ill, Department
of Education Appropriations Act, 2006, Safe Schools and Citizenship Education, of
Public Law 109-149.

Applicable Reqgulations: The Education Department General Administrative
Regulations (EDGAR) in 34 CFR parts 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 81, 82, 84, 85, 86, 97,
98, and 99.

Note: The regulations in 34 CFR part 79 apply to all applicants except federally
recognized Indian tribes.

Note: The regulations in 34 CFR part 86 apply to institutions of higher education
only.
Il. Award Information

Type of Award: Discretionary grant.
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Estimated Available Funds: $2,984,750.

Estimated Range of Awards: $500,000-$2,984,750.

Estimated Average Size of Awards: $500,000.

Estimated Number of Awards: 4-5.

Note: The Department is not bound by any estimates in this notice.

Project Period: Up to 18 months.

1. Eligibility Information

1. Eligible Applicants: State educational agencies, local educational agencies,
institutions of higher education; and other public and private agencies,
organizations, and institutions, or a combination of such entities.

2. Cost Sharing or Matching: This competition does not require cost sharing or
matching.

IV. Application and Submission Information

1. Address to Request Application Package: Rita Foy Moss, U.S. Department of
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW., room 3E247, Washington, DC 20202.
Telephone: (202) 205-8061 or by e-mail: rita.foy.moss@ed.gov. If you use a
telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), call the Federal Relay Service
(FRS), toll free, at 1-800-877-8339.

Individuals with disabilities can obtain a copy of the application package in an
alternative format (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, or computer diskette) by
contacting the program contact person listed in this section.

2. Content and Form of Application Submission:
Requirements concerning the content of an application, together with the forms
you must submit, are in the application package for this competition.

Page Limit: The application narrative is where you, the applicant, address the
selection criteria that reviewers use to evaluate your application. You should limit
the application narrative to 25 single-sided, double-spaced, 8.5” x 11" pages using
a font not smaller than 12 point, with 1-inch margins at the top, bottom, left, and
right sides. The narrative should follow the format and sequence of the selection
criteria.

3. Submission Dates and Times:
Applications Available: July 11, 2007.
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Deadline for Transmittal of Applications: August 10, 2007.

Applications for grants under this competition may be submitted electronically
using the Grants.gov Apply site (Grants.gov), or in paper format by mail or hand
delivery. For information (including dates and times) about how to submit your
application electronically, or in paper format by mail or hand delivery, please refer
to section IV. 6. Other Submission Requirements in this notice.

We do not consider an application that does not comply with the deadline
requirements.

Individuals with disabilities who need an accommodation or auxiliary aid in
connection with the application process should contact the person listed under For
Further Information Contact in section VIl in this notice. If the Department
provides an accommodation or auxiliary aid to an individual with a disability in
connection with the application process, the individual’s application remains
subject to all other requirements and limitations in this notice.

Deadline for Intergovernmental Review: September 10, 2007.

4. Intergovernmental Review: This competition is subject to Executive Order
12372 and the regulations in 34 CFR part 79. Information about
Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs under Executive Order 12372 is in
the application package for this competition.

5. Funding Restrictions: We reference regulations outlining funding restrictions in
the Applicable Requlations section in this notice.

6. Other Submission Requirements: Applications for grants under this
competition may be submitted electronically or in paper format by mail or hand
delivery.

a. Electronic Submission of Applications.

To comply with the President’'s Management Agenda, we are participating as a
partner in the Government-wide Grants.gov Apply site. The competition to
Improve Public Knowledge of and Support for Democracy, CFDA Number
84.929C, is included in this project. We request your participation in Grants.gov.

If you choose to submit your application electronically, you must use the
Government-wide Grants.gov Apply site at http://www.Grants.gov. Through this
site, you will be able to download a copy of the application package, complete it
offline, and then upload and submit your application. You may not e-mail an
electronic copy of a grant application to us.
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You may access the electronic grant application for this competition at
http://www.Grants.gov. You must search for the downloadable application package
for this competition by the CFDA number. Do not include the CFDA number’s
alpha suffix in your search (e.g., search for 84.929, not 84.929C).

Please note the following:

* Your participation in Grants.gov is voluntary.

* When you enter the Grants.gov site, you will find information about submitting an
application electronically through the site, as well as the hours of operation.

» Applications received by Grants.gov are date and time stamped. Your
application must be fully uploaded and submitted and must be date and time
stamped by the Grants.gov system no later than 4:30 p.m., Washington, DC time,
on the application deadline date. Except as otherwise noted in this section, we will
not consider your application if it is date and time stamped by the Grants.gov
system later than 4:30 p.m., Washington, DC time, on the application deadline
date. When we retrieve your application from Grants.gov, we will notify you if we
are rejecting your application because it was date and time stamped by the
Grants.gov system after 4:30 p.m., Washington, DC time, on the application
deadline date.

» The amount of time it can take to upload an application will vary depending on a
variety of factors, including the size of the application and the speed of your
Internet connection. Therefore, we strongly recommend that you do not wait until
the application deadline date to begin the submission process through Grants.gov.
* You should review and follow the Education Submission Procedures for
submitting an application through Grants.gov that are included in the application
package for this competition to ensure that you submit your application in a timely
manner to the Grants.gov system. You can also find the Education Submission
Procedures pertaining to Grants.gov at http://e-
Grants.ed.gov/help/GrantsgovSubmissionProcedures.pdf

» To submit your application via Grants.gov, you must complete all steps in the
Grants.gov registration process (see

http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get _reqistered.jsp). These steps include (1)
registering your organization, a multi-part process that includes registration with
the Central Contractor Registry (CCR); (2) registering yourself as an Authorized
Organization Representative (AOR); and (3) getting authorized as an AOR by your
organization. Details on these steps are outlined in the Grants.gov 3-Step
Registration Guide (see
http://www.grants.gov/section910/Grants.govRegistrationBrochure.pdf). You must
provide on your application the same D-U-N-S Number used with this registration.
Please note that the registration process may take five or more business days to
complete, and you must have completed all registration steps to allow you to
submit successfully an application via Grants.gov. In addition you will need to
update your CCR registration on an annual basis. This may take three or more
business days to complete.

27


http://www.grants.gov/
http://e-grants.ed.gov/help/GrantsgovSubmissionProcedures.pdf
http://e-grants.ed.gov/help/GrantsgovSubmissionProcedures.pdf
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp

* You will not receive additional point value because you submit your application
in electronic format, nor will we penalize you if you submit your application in
paper format.

« If you submit your application electronically, you must submit all documents
electronically, including all information you typically provide on the following forms:
Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424), the Department of Education
Supplemental Information for SF 424, Budget Information--Non-Construction
Programs (ED 524), and all necessary assurances and certifications. Please note
that two of these forms--the SF 424 and the Department of Education
Supplemental Information for SF 424--have replaced the ED 424 (Application for
Federal Education Assistance).

* If you submit your application electronically, you must attach any narrative
sections of your application as files in a .DOC (document), .RTF (rich text), or
.PDF (Portable Document) format. If you upload a file type other than the three file
types specified in this paragraph or submit a password-protected file, we will not
review that material.

* Your electronic application must comply with any page-limit requirements
described in this notice.

 After you electronically submit your application, you will receive from Grants.gov
an automatic notification of receipt that contains a Grants.gov tracking number.
(This notification indicates receipt by Grants.gov only, not receipt by the
Department.) The Department then will retrieve your application from Grants.gov
and send a second notification to you by e-mail. This second notification indicates
that the Department has received your application and has assigned your
application a PR/Award number (an ED-specified identifying number unique to
your application).

* We may request that you provide us original signatures on forms at a later date.
Application Deadline Date Extension in Case of Technical Issues with the
Grants.gov System: If you are experiencing problems submitting your application
through Grants.gov, please contact the Grants.gov Support Desk, toll free, at
1-800-518-4726. You must obtain a Grants.gov Support Desk Case Number and
must keep a record of it.

If you are prevented from electronically submitting your application on the
application deadline date because of technical problems with the Grants.gov
system, we will grant you an extension until 4:30 p.m., Washington, DC time, the
following business day to enable you to transmit your application electronically or
by hand delivery. You also may mail your application by following the mailing
instructions described elsewhere in this notice.

If you submit an application after 4:30 p.m., Washington, DC time, on the
application deadline date, please contact the person listed under For Further
Information Contact in section VIl in this notice and provide an explanation of the
technical problem you experienced with Grants.gov, along with the Grants.gov
Support Desk Case Number. We will accept your application if we can confirm
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that a technical problem occurred with the Grants.gov system and that that
problem affected your ability to submit your application by 4:30 p.m., Washington,
DC time, on the application deadline date. The Department will contact you after a
determination is made on whether your application will be accepted.

Note: The extensions to which we refer in this section apply only to the
unavailability of, or technical problems with, the Grants.gov system. We will not
grant you an extension if you failed to fully register to submit your application to
Grants.gov before the application deadline date and time or if the technical
problem you experienced is unrelated to the Grants.gov system.

b. Submission of Paper Applications by Mail.

If you submit your application in paper format by mail (through the U.S. Postal
Service or a commercial carrier), you must mail the original and two copies of your
application, on or before the application deadline date, to the Department at the
applicable following address:

By mail through the U.S. Postal Service:

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: (CFDA Number 84.929C)
400 Maryland Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20202-4260
or
By mail through a commercial carrier:

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center, Stop 4260
Attention: (CFDA Number 84.929C)
7100 Old Landover Road

Landover, MD 20785-1506

Regardless of which address you use, you must show proof of mailing consisting
of one of the following:

(1) A legibly dated U.S. Postal Service postmark.

(3) A legible mail receipt with the date of mailing stamped by the U.S.
Postal Service.

(3) A dated shipping label, invoice, or receipt from a commercial carrier.

(4) Any other proof of mailing acceptable to the Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Education.

If you mail your application through the U.S. Postal Service, we do not accept
either of the following as proof of mailing:
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(1) A private metered postmark.
(2) A mail receipt that is not dated by the U.S. Postal Service.

If your application is postmarked after the application deadline date, we will not
consider your application.

Note: The U.S. Postal Service does not uniformly provide a dated postmark.
Before relying on this method, you should check with your local post office.

c. Submission of Paper Applications by Hand Delivery.

If you submit your application in paper format by hand delivery, you (or a courier
service) must deliver the original and two copies of your application by hand, on or
before the application deadline date, to the Department at the following address:

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: (CFDA Number 84.929C)
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7041, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

The Application Control Center accepts hand deliveries daily between 8:00 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m., Washington, DC time, except Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal
holidays.

Note for Mail or Hand Delivery of Paper Applications: If you mail or hand deliver
your application to the Department—

(1) You must indicate on the envelope and--if not provided by the
Department--in Item 11 of the SF424 the CFDA number, including suffix
letter, if any, of the competition under which you are submitting your
application; and
(2) The Application Control Center will mail to you a notification of receipt of
your grant application. If you do not receive this notification within 15
business days from the application deadline date, you should call the U.S.
Department of Education Application Control Center at (202) 245-6288.

V. Application Review Information

Selection Criteria: The selection criteria for this competition are from 34 CFR part
75.210 in EDGAR and are listed in the application package.

VI. Award Administration Information
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1. Award Notices: If your application is successful, we notify your U.S.
Representative and U.S. Senators and send you a Grant Award Notice (GAN).
We may notify you informally, also.

If your application is not evaluated or not selected for funding, we notify you.

2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements: We identify administrative
and national policy requirements in the application package and reference these
and other requirements in the Applicable Regulations section in this notice.

We reference the regulations outlining the terms and conditions of an award in the
Applicable Regulations section in this notice and include these and other specific
conditions in the GAN. The GAN also incorporates your approved application as
part of your binding commitments under the grant.

3. Reporting: At the end of your project period, you must submit a final
performance report, including financial information, as directed by the Secretary.
If you receive a multi-year award, you must submit an annual performance report
that provides the most current performance and financial expenditure information
as directed by the Secretary under 34 CFR 75.118. The Secretary may also
require more frequent performance reports under 34 CFR 75.720(c). For specific
requirements on reporting, please go to
http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/appforms.html.

4. Performance Measure: If funded, applicants will be expected to evaluate the
effectiveness of the grant supported activities on improving the knowledge,
understanding, and support of the United States Congress and the State
legislatures.

VII. Agency Contact

For Further Information Contact: Rita Foy Moss, U.S. Department of Education,
400 Maryland Avenue, SW., room 3E247, Washington, DC 20202. Telephone:
(202) 205-8061 or by e-mail: rita.foy.moss@ed.gov.

If you use a TDD, call the FRS, toll free, at 1-800-877-8339.
VIIl. Other Information

Alternative Format: Individuals with disabilities can obtain this document and a
copy of the application package in an alternative format (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, or computer diskette) on request to the program contact person listed
under For Further Information Contact in section VII in this notice.

Electronic Access to This Document: You can view this document, as well as all
other documents of this Department published in the Federal Register, in text or
Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) on the Internet at the following site:
www.ed.gov/news/fedreqister.
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To use PDF you must have Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is available free at this
site. If you have questions about using PDF, call the U.S. Government Printing

Office (GPO), toll free, at 1-888-293-6498; or in the Washington, DC, area at (202)
512-1530.

Note: The official version of this document is the document published in the
Federal Reqister. Free Internet access to the official edition of the Federal
Reqister and the Code of Federal Regulations is available on GPO Access at:
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/nara/index.html.

Dated:

Deborah A. Price,
Assistant Deputy Secretary for
Safe and Drug-Free Schools.
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Relevant Statutory Provisions

Public Law 110-5
Chapter 6, Section 20629

Notwithstanding section 101 or any other provision of this division: (1) the level for
‘Department of Education, Safe Schools and Citizenship Education’ shall be
$729,518,000, of which: (A) not less than $72,674,000 shall be used to carry out
subpart 10 of part D of title V of the ESEA; and (B) $48,814,000 shall be used for
mentoring programs authorized under sec