Consumer Product Safety Commission

existence of reportable information,
the 24-hour period begins when the firm
has information which reasonably sup-
ports the conclusion that its consumer
product fails to comply with an appli-
cable consumer product safety rule or
voluntary consumer product safety
standard upon which the Commission
has relied under section 9, contains a
defect which could create a substantial
product hazard, or creates an unreason-
able risk of serious injury or death.
Thus, a firm could report to the Com-
mission before the conclusion of a rea-
sonably expeditious investigation and
evaluation if the reportable informa-
tion becomes known during the course
of the investigation. In lieu of the in-
vestigation, the firm may report the
information immediately.

[43 FR 34998, Aug. 7, 1978, as amended at 57
FR 34230, Aug. 4, 1992]

§1115.15 Confidentiality and disclo-
sure of data.

(a) General. The Commission does not
routinely make reports available to the
public until the staff has made a pre-
liminary hazard determination. Copies
of reports will not be available to the
public in the Commission’s public read-
ing room, and information contained in
reports will not ordinarily be disclosed
to the public in the absence of a formal
request.

(b) Freedom of Information Act. Any
person who submits information to the
Commission who believes that any por-
tion of the information is entitled to
exemption from public disclosure under
the provisions of the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, as amended (15 U.S.C.
552(b)), of the CPSA, as amended, or of
another Federal statute must accom-
pany the submission with a written re-
quest that the information be consid-
ered exempt from disclosure or indi-
cate that a written request will be sub-
mitted within 10 working days of the
submission. The request shall (1) iden-
tify the portions of the information for
which exemption is claimed, which
may include the identity of the report-
ing firm and the fact that it is making
a report, and (2) state the facts and
reasons which support the claimed ex-
emption. After the staff has made its
preliminary hazard determination, and
regardless of whether or not the staff
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preliminarily determines that a prod-
uct presents a substantial product haz-
ard, the Commission will no longer
honor requests for exempt status for
the identity of the reporting firm, the
identity of the consumer product, and
the nature of the reported alleged de-
fect or noncompliance. This informa-
tion, together with the staff’s prelimi-
nary hazard determination, will be
made available to the public in the
Commission’s public reading room. In-
formation for which exempt status is
claimed (such as alleged trade secrets,
confidential commercial or financial
information, or information the disclo-
sure of which would constitute an un-
warranted invasion of personal pri-
vacy) shall not be released to the pub-
lic except in accordance with the appli-
cable statute or the Commission’s
Freedom of Information Act regula-
tions (16 CFR part 1015).

(c) Section 6(b) of the CPSA. The Com-
mission believes that the first two sen-
tences in section 6(b)(1) of the CPSA (15
U.S.C. 2055(b)(1)) apply to affirmative
dissemination of information by the
Commission (such as press releases or
fact sheets distributed to the public)
from which the public may ascertain
readily the identity of the product’s
manufacturer and/or private labeler.
Manufacturers and private labelers will
ordinarily be given 30 days’ notice be-
fore the Commission makes such af-
firmative disseminations. However,
this 30-day notice will not apply if the
Commission finds that a lesser notice
period is required in the interest of
public health and safety.

Subpart B—Remedial Actions and
Sanctions

§1115.20 Voluntary remedial actions.

As appropriate, the Commission will
attempt to protect the public from sub-
stantial product hazards by seeking
one or more of the following voluntary
remedies:

(a) Corrective action plans. A correc-
tive action plan is a document, signed
by a subject firm, which sets forth the
remedial action which the firm will
voluntarily undertake to protect the
public, but which has no legally bind-
ing effect. The Commission reserves
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