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At Home in the Woods

IF YOU LIVE IN AN AREA where fi res have 
burned the hillsides, even a relatively small 
amount of rain can cause ero sion and po ten -
tial ly devastating fl oods. Homeowners, business 
owners and renters can protect themselves by 
purchasing federally backed fl ood insurance, 
as long as their community participates in the 
Na tion al Flood In sur ance program (NFIP).

There is a 30-day waiting period after 
purchase before the policy becomes ef fec tive, 
so it pays to plan ahead.

For a single-family home, fl ood in sur ance 
coverage is available up to $250,000 on 
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a structure and up to $100,000 on con-
tents. Renters can also insure contents up to 
$100,000. Business owners can purchase 
cov er age up to $500,000 on a structure and 
another $500,000 on con tents.

To buy fl ood insurance, call your in-
 sur ance agent.  If your agent does not write 
fl ood insurance policies, you can fi nd an 
agent who does by calling the NFIP’s toll-free 
number at 1-888-FLOOD29 or TTY 1-800-
427-5593. You can also check your local 
phone directory or visit the FEMA Web site at 
www.fema.gov/nfi p.


