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“When it comes to
the education of our
children...failure is
not an option.”

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH

Desktop Reference for No Child Left Behind

the landmark education ceform law No Child Lefi Behind.

The guide, No Child Left Bebind: A Desktop Reference, offers a program-by-program
look at the major reforms under the new law. It describes how the act’s four guiding principles—
accountability, flexibility and local control, parent options and rescarch-based practices—bear on
many of these programs. The manual covers the following sections of the law:

« Tide I: Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged
«  Tide II: Preparing, Training and Recruiting High-Quality Teachers and Principals
e Title I1I: Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students
e Tite IV: 21st-Century Schools
« Tide V: Promoting Informed Parental Choice and Innovative Programs
«  Tide VI: Flexibility and Accountability
. Tide V1I: Indian, Native Hawaiian and Alaska Native Education
o Tide VIII: Impact Aid
«  Tide IX: Unsafe School Choice Option
e Titde X: McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance
Tt details the purpose of the program whats new in the law, how the program works, key
requirements, how to achieve quality, how performance is measured and key activities and

T he U.S. Department of Education just produced a 180-page deskrop reference manual to

responsibilities for state education departments. An online version of the publication is available
at www.ed.gov/offices/ OESF/reference.html.

FIRST CLASS



LEFT BEHIND

www.NoChildLeftBehind.gov « November 15, 2002 « Vol. 1, No. 5

Parent Involvement Among Hispanics Targeted
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By Patricia Harvey, St Paul, Minn.

hile school choice stirs a nationa
Saint Paul, Minn., it means one
lies—a world of opportunities. B

host a citywide Parent Information Fair at g
divic center for thousands of Saint Paul fa
trying to decide on a school. At this event,
students speak with principals and staff at §
booths representing more than 100 public
programs, along with dozens of charter, pf
parochial schools.

The fair is just one example of this dist
ment to public school choice. Saint Paul is
first magnet and the first charter schools in

The choices for elementary students 1
magnet schools that have a special focus o
demic subjects, from the arts to A€rospace,
include international baccalaureate progra
for the primary years. All of our secondary
schools are open to all students in the c
and also offer specialty programs for
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helping students develop goals and

plans for their futures.

We are working hard to implement
the choice provisions of No Child Left
Behind with our current school choice
system. Over this summer we worked
aggressively to ensure that all parents
with children in schools identified as
needing improvement were fully aware
of their options. We were able to give
all of nearly 500 students requesting a
move from those schools their first or
second choice school.

In addition, we have a three-year
action plan to implement districtwide
research-based practices in literacy,
math and science so that all students
will get access to comparable academic
rigor, whether they attend their neigh-
borhood school or a magnet school
across town.

While we are pleased at how well
our system is working, we know it can
be better. We are engaging our com-
munity to strengthen a system of
choice that advances three goals:

1. Educational Excellence. We need to
ensure that our schools are doing
more than making adequate yearly
progress. When | arrived in Saint Paul
in 1999, | put 11 schools on academ-
ic probation because their test scores
were flat or declining. Since then,
most of those schools have made
remarkable improvements and are
once again good choices for students.

2. Equity. We've been working very
hard in Saint Paul on ensuring that
our diverse community members
have equal
access to the
school
choice
process.
While the

overall percentage of students of color
in our district has climbed over the
past decade from 45 to 67 percent,
our schools are not segregated. \We
have a good balance of African
American, Hmong, Hispanic and
white students at every school.

3. Efficiency. We want to ensure that as
few dollars as possible are diverted
from the classroom to transportation
and other costs associated with main-
taining a system of choice. Compared
to other school districts nationally,
Saint Paul has expanded public
school choice without dramatically
increasing transportation costs.

In dealing with these issues, we
know we are tackling tough, often con-
troversial concerns, but | am confident
that our entire city benefits from a
vibrant system of public school choice.

Patricia Harvey is superintendent of
Saint Paul Public Schools in Minnesota.
Prior to joining Saint Paul in 1999, she
was the chief accountability officer for
Chicago Public Schools and also served as
a principal and teacher for more than
25 years in that district.

Saint Paul Public Schools is home to the first
magnet and the first charter schools in the

nation. Below, Harvey speaks with Vang Lor and
her children Tou Ger Vang and Lee Vang (right)

at Farnsworth Aerospace Elementary Magnet.
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Supporting Public
Charter Schools

T
Parents

ps for

have said about you.”

ou are the most important
advocate for your child’s edu-

cation. You should feel com-

fortable visiting your child’s school
and examining the curriculum. Some
things you may want to ask your
child’s teacher or principal:

May | see a copy of this school’s
report card?

May | see my child’s test results?
Please explain in what areas my
child is improving and in what
subjects she may need help.

What subjects does my child
seem to enjoy the most? What
can | do at home to reinforce
and encourage that interest?

If my child needs extra help,
what resources are available
before or after school or on the
weekends to make sure she gets
the help she needs?

harter schools were developed in the
early 1990s to increase parental con-

trol, to promote innovation and to

provide students increased educational options within the public school
system. Thirty-eight states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico
have charter school laws. Approximately 2,700 charter schools nation-
wide are serving half a million students.

Under Title V, Part B, Subpart 1 of the No Child Left Behind Act of
2001 (NCLB), the Public Charter School Program provides financial 40|
assistance for the planning, design or initial implementation of charter
schools and to evaluate the effects of such schools.

In awarding competitive grants, the U.S. Department of Education
gives priority to states that demonstrate progress in increasing the num-
ber of high-quality charter schools that are held accountable in their char-
ter for meeting clear and measurable objectives for the educational
progress of their students. States also receive priority if they allow for an
appeals process for the denial of applications for a charter school and
ensure that each charter school has a high degree of autonomy over its
budget, among other criteria.

School choice is a key provision of the Title I accountability provi-
sions in NCLB. Parents with children in schools that fail to meet stan-
dards for at least two consecutive years may transfer their children to a
better-performing school, including a charter school, within their district.

50 Increase in Charter School

Laws Throughout the Nation
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Source: Charter Laws Across the States 2001: Ranking
Scorecard and Legislative Profiles, Center for
Education Reform.



