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Appendix B  Chinook Salmon Decision Tree 

The Chinook Salmon Decision process was last revised in 2007. 
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Chinook Salmon Decision Process  
Revised in 2007  
During all periods biologists, will monitor juvenile Chinook migration in the tributaries and in the Delta, and 
juvenile Chinook losses at the Delta Fish Facilities. The biologists will also consider delta smelt risk factors, 
Red Bluff winter-run Chinook Juvenile Production Index (JPI), Sacramento River Trawl catch, Chipps Island 
Trawl catch, and date (% of season).  

DCC Gate Operations  
First Alert: yearling Chinook detected at mouths of tributaries and/or average daily tributary flow increase by 
50%.1 

Second Alert: Sacramento River at Wilkins Slough water temperature < 13.5°C and flow > 7,500cfs.2  

Action Trigger  Action  
November 1 - November 30   

• Water quality criteria are met3
  

 
• and Knights Landing (KLCI) and/or 
Sacramento (SCI) > 3 and <=54

  
 

Close Delta Cross Channel 
(DCC) gates for 4 days within 
24 hours.  

 
• Water quality criteria are met  
 
• and KLCI and/or SCI > 5  
 

Close DCC gates until catch < 3.  

 
• Water quality criteria not met  
 
• and KLCI and SCI > 3  
 

Elevate decision to WOMT.5 

December 1 - January 31  First two weeks of December and first 
two weeks of January.  

Delta Action 8 (DA-8) 
experiment.6 

 

Water quality criteria are met.7
 DCC Gates closed. The DCC gates may be opened if 

part of the experimental design for DA-8.  

• Water quality criteria is not met  
 
• and KLCI and/or SCI < 3.  
 

Open DCC gates until criteria are met.  

• Water quality criteria is not met  
 
• and KLCI and/or SCI > 3  
 
• or insufficient Environmental Water Account 
(EWA) and/or b(2) assets.8

  
 

Elevate decision to WOMT.  

February 1 - May 20  DCC gates closed per 2006 WQCP 
criteria.9 

None.  

May 21 - June 15  DCC gates operated based on the 
2006 WQCP criteria.  

DCC gates must be closed for 
14 days during this period.  

 

 


