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the existence of encumbrances to the
land.

(n) Title examination means an exam-
ination and evaluation by a qualified
title examiner of the completeness and
accuracy of title documents affecting a
particular tract of Indian land with
certification of the findings by the
Manager of the Land Titles and
Records Office.

(o) Title status report means a report
issued after a title examination which
shows the proper legal description of a
tract of Indian land; current owner-
ship, including any applicable condi-
tions, exceptions, restrictions or en-
cumbrances on record; and whether the
land is in unrestricted, restricted,
trust, or other status as indicated by
the records in a Land Titles and
Records Office.

§150.3 Maintenance of land records
and title documents.

The Land Titles and Records Offices
within the Bureau are hereby des-
ignated as the offices of record for land
records and title documents and are
hereby charged with the Federal re-
sponsibility to record, provide custody,
and maintain records that affect titles
to Indian land, to examine titles, and
to provide title status reports.

§150.4 Locations and service areas for
land titles and records offices.

Shown below are present Land Titles
and Records Offices and the jurisdic-
tional area served by each office.

(a) Aberdeen, S. Dakota Office pro-
vides title service for Indian land lo-
cated under the jurisdiction of the Ab-
erdeen and Minneapolis Area Offices,
except for Indian land on the White
Earth, Isabella, and Oneida Indian Res-
ervations.

(b) Albuquerque, New Mexico Office
provides title services for Indian land
located under the jurisdiction of the
Albuquerque, Navajo, and Phoenix
Area Offices.

(c) Anadarko, Oklahoma Office pro-
vides title services for Indian land lo-
cated under the jurisdiction of the
Anadarko Area Office and under the
Miami Agency of the Muskogee Area
Office.

(d) Billings, Montana Office provides
title services for Indian land located
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under the jurisdiction of the Billings
Area Office.

(e) Portland, Oregon Office provides
title services for Indian land located
under the jurisdiction of the Portland
and Sacramento Area Offices.

§150.5 Other Bureau offices with title
service responsibility.

(a) Muskogee Area Office is the office
of record and performs limited title
functions for all Indian land of the Five
Civilized Tribes. The regulations in
this part apply to the Muskogee Area
Office to the extent that they relate to
the title services performed by that of-
fice.

(b) The Juneau Area Office has title
service responsibility for the Juneau
Area. This authority has been largely
delegated to the agencies. The regula-
tions in this part apply to the Juneau
Area Office to the extent practicable.

(c) The Cherokee Agency has title
service responsibility for the Eastern
Cherokee Reservation. The regulations
in this part apply to the Cherokee
Agency to the extent practicable.

(d) The Bureau Central Office, Wash-
ington, DC, provides title services for
all other Indian land not shown above
in §150.4 or in this section, including
the land of the Absentee Wyandottes.
The regulations in this part apply to
the Central Office.

§150.6 Recordation of title documents.

All title documents shall be sub-
mitted to the appropriate Land Titles
and Records Office for recording imme-
diately after final approval, issuance,
or acceptance. Bureau officials dele-
gated authority by the Secretary to ap-
prove title documents or accept title
are responsible for prompt compliance
with the recording requirement. Docu-
ments submitted for recording shall be
completed in accordance with pre-
scribed Bureau regulations or instruc-
tions.

(a) Title documents other than probate
records. The original, a signed dupli-
cate, or a certified copy of such docu-
ments shall be submitted for recording.
Following the recording process, the
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