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(e) Where the Area Director has not
rendered a decision with 30 days of fil-
ing of the statement of reasons, the ap-
pellant may file an appeal with the Of-
fice of Hearings and Appeals Board of
Indian Appeals pursuant to §175.61.

§175.61 Appeals to the Interior Board
of Indian Appeals.

(a) An Area Director’s decision under
this part, except a decision under
§175.11 or 175.13, may be appealed to the
Office of Hearings and Appeals Board of
Indian Appeals pursuant to the provi-
sions of 43 CFR part 4, subpart D, ex-
cept that a notice of appeal from a de-
cision under §175.12 shall be filed with-
in 30 days of publication of the deci-
sion. The address for the Interior Board
of Indian Appeals shall be included in
the operations manual.

(b) Where the Area Director deter-
mines to refer an appeal to the Office
of Hearings and Appeals Board of In-
dian Appeals, in lieu of deciding the ap-
peal, he/she shall be responsible for
making the referral.

(c) If no appeal is timely filed with
the Office of Hearings and Appeals
Board of Indian Appeals, the Area Di-
rector’s decision shall be final for the
Department of the Interior.

§175.62 Utility actions pending the ap-
peal process.

Pending an appeal, utility actions re-
lating to the subject of the appeal shall
be as follows:

(a) If the appeal involves discontinu-
ance of service, the utility is not re-
quired to resume such service during
the appeal process unless the customer
meets the utility’s requirements.

(b) If the appeal involves the amount
of a bill and:

(1) The customer has paid the bill,
the customer shall be deemed to have
paid the bill under protest until the
final decision has been rendered on the
appeal; or

(2) The customer has not paid the bill
and the final decision rendered in the
appeal requires payment of the bill, the
bill shall be handled as a delinquent ac-
count and the amount of the bill shall
be subject to interest, penalties, and
administrative costs pursuant to sec-
tion 3 of the Federal Claims Collection
Act of 1966, As amended, 31 U.S.C. 3717.

§179.2

(c) If the appeal involves an electric
power rate, the rate shall be imple-
mented and remain in effect subject to
the final decision on the appeal.
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§179.1 Purpose, scope, and informa-
tion collection.

(a) These regulations set forth the
authorities, policy and procedures gov-
erning the administration of life es-
tates and future interests in Indian
lands by the Secretary of the Interior.
These regulations do not apply to any
use rights assigned by tribes, in the ex-
ercise of their jurisdiction over tribal
lands, to tribal members.

(b) These regulations do not contain
information collection requirements
which require the approval of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget under
44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.

§179.2 Definitions.

Agency means an Indian Agency or
other field unit of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs having the Indian land under
its immediate jurisdiction.
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