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Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior § 256.6 

Superintendent means the Bureau offi-
cial in charge of an agency office. 

[63 FR 10134, Mar. 2, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 13896, Mar. 23, 1999; 67 FR 77920, Dec. 20, 
2002] 

§ 256.3 Policy. 
(a) The Bureau of Indian Affairs 

housing policy is that every American 
family should have the opportunity for 
a decent home and suitable living envi-
ronment. The Housing Improvement 
Program will serve the neediest of the 
needy Indian families who have no 
other resource for standard housing. 

(b) Every Indian who meets the basic 
eligibility criteria defined in § 256.6 is 
entitled to participate in the program. 
Participation is based on priority of 
need, regardless of tribal affiliation. 

(c) Tribal participation in and direct 
administration of the Housing Im-
provement Program is encouraged to 
the maximum extent possible. Tribal 
involvement is necessary to ensure 
that the services provided under the 
program are responsive to the needs of 
the tribes and the program partici-
pants. 

(d) Partnerships with complementary 
improvement programs are encouraged 
to increase basic benefits derived from 
the Housing Improvement Program 
fund. An example is the agreement 
with Indian Health Services to provide 
water and sanitation facilities for 
Housing Improvement Program houses. 

§ 256.4 Information Collection. 
The information collection require-

ments contained in § 256.9 have been ap-
proved by the Office of Management 
and Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3507 et seq. 
and assigned clearance number 1076– 
0084. The information is collected to 
determine applicant eligibility for 
services and eligibility to participate 
in the program based on the criteria 
referenced in §§ 256.9 and 256.10. Re-
sponse is required to obtain a benefit. 
The public reporting burden for this 
form is estimated to average thirty 
minutes per response, including the 
time for reviewing the instructions, 

gathering and maintaining data, and 
completing and reviewing the form. 

§ 256.5 What is the Housing Improve-
ment Program? 

The Housing Improvement Program 
is a safety-net program that provides 
grants for the cost of services to repair, 
renovate, replace, or provide housing. 
The program provides grants to the 
neediest of the needy Indian families 
who: 

(a) Live in substandard housing or 
are without housing; and 

(b) Have no other resource for assist-
ance. 

[67 FR 77920, Dec. 20, 2002] 

§ 256.6 Am I eligible for the Housing 
Improvement Program? 

You are eligible for the Housing Im-
provement Program if: 

(a) You are a member of a Federally 
recognized American Indian tribe or 
Alaska Native village; 

(b) You live in an approved tribal 
service area; 

(c) Your annual income does not ex-
ceed 125 percent of the Department of 
Health and Human Services poverty in-
come guidelines. These guidelines are 
available from your servicing housing 
office; 

(d) Your present housing is sub-
standard as defined in § 256.2; and 

(e) You meet the ownership require-
ments for the assistance needed, as de-
fined in § 256.8, § 256.9, or § 256.10; 

(f) You have no other resource for 
housing assistance; 

(g) You have not received assistance 
after October 1, 1986, for repairs and 
renovation, replacement or housing, or 
down payment assistance; and 

(h) You did not acquire your present 
housing through participation in a 
Federal government-sponsored housing 
program that includes provision for the 
assistance referred to in paragraph (g) 
of this section. 

[63 FR 10134, Mar. 2, 1998; 64 FR 13896, Mar. 23, 
1999] 
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