National Pecan Shellers Association ~
Bldg. G, Ste. 500

5775 Peachtree-Dunwoody Road

Atlanta, Georgia 30342

(404) 252-3663 ® Fax (404) 252- 0774

www.ilovepecans.org

Via Federal Express

November 15. 2002

Michael A. Adams, Ph.D.

Acting Director, Division of Nutrition Science and Pohcy
Office of Nutritional Products Labehng & Dietary Supplements
Center for Food Safety and Apphed Nutrition

Food and Drug Administration

Harvey W. Wiley Federal Building

5100 Paint Branch Parkway

College Park, MD 20740°

Dear Dr. Adams:

The National Pecan Shellers Association (NPSA) is writing to express its strong support
for approval of a health claim on the ability of all nuts to reduce the risk of CHD The
petition for such a claim submitted by the International Tree Nut Counc1l Nutrltlon )
Research and Education Foundation (INCNREF) documents the extenswe sc1ent1ﬁc
evidence-- including clinical trials and epldemlology studies — supportmg the
cardioprotective properties of nuts. This research is summarized in the attached white
‘paper developed by a coalition of tree nut organizations, 1ncluding the NPSA."

The health benefits of consummg pecans and other nuts have long been rmsunderstood by
consumers. Today, science clearly demonstrates that nuts and other foods highin
unsaturated fat can play an important role in a ‘healthy diet. The allowance of a health
claim to communicate these important benefits will lead to better-mformed consumers
and make a positive contribution to public health.

Respectfully submitted,

V74

Russell A. Lemieux
Executive Director

O2AP-02%1 D\ Cab

Pecans. So Good. So Good for You.



