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The Building Performance Assessment Process

In response to hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, and other
disasters, the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) often deploys Building Performance Assessment
Teams (BPATs) to conduct field investigations at disaster
sites.  The members of a BPAT include representatives of
public and private sector entities who are experts in specific
technical fields such as structural and civil engineering,
building design and construction, and building code develop-
ment and enforcement.  BPATs inspect disaster-induced
damages incurred by residential and commercial buildings
and other manmade structures; evaluate local design prac-
tices, construction methods and materials, building codes, and
building inspection and code enforcement processes; and
make recommendations regarding design, construction, and
code issues.  With the goal of reducing the damage caused by
future disasters, the BPAT process is an important part of
FEMA’s hazard mitigation activities.  For more information
about the BPAT program or if you are interested in becoming
a member, please visit our website at www.fema.gov/mit/bpat.
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