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An RC&D Workbook for 
Understanding and Improving Partnerships With 

 Native Americans and Alaska Natives  
 
Introduction: 
 
This workbook is intended to help non-Indian RC&D volunteers to foster partnerships with American Indian and 
Alaska Native communities so that the entire RC&D Area will benefit from developing and implementing the 
RC&D Area Plan. 
 
RC&D Councils throughout the nation have been working with the American Indian and Alaska Native tribes in 
their RC&D Areas with varying degrees of success.  Several RC&D Councils have included tribal representation on 
their boards of directors and have developed solid working relationships between the local RC&D Council and the 
tribes located in a particular RC&D Area.  Other RC&D Councils have experienced great difficulty in establishing 
any kind of relationship with tribes.  One RC&D Area – the Navajo RC&D Area – is entirely composed of one 
tribe.  
 
You will learn some things about being sensitive to tribal cultures, being respectful of tribes, and about the tribes’ 
unique relationships with local, state, and the Federal government in this specially designed training for non-Indian 
RC&D Council members.  The workbook will provide you with some common terminology, important legislation 
and historical facts regarding American Indian and Alaska Natives, and will provide a few tips that are important in 
any cross-cultural endeavors. 
 
The environmental, social and economic conditions that RC&D Councils are required to address are not necessarily 
restricted by jurisdictional boundaries.  Social barriers, however, often exist that limit our ability to work together 
on wide-ranging issues in an RC&D Area.  When these conditions exist, the barriers between the “haves” and the 
“have nots” seem to grow in magnitude and be insurmountable.  However, the purpose of the RC&D program and 
of the RC&D Councils is to overcome existing barriers so that real progress can be made toward improving the 
social, economic and environmental conditions throughout the area.  The non-profit, non-governmental RC&D 
Councils provide an excellent means for all communities to work together to improve the entire RC&D Area.     
 

“Ignorance is one of the greatest barriers to understanding between two peoples.  If we don’t understand each 
other - if we do not know the culture, the languages, or the history of each other, we are unable to see each other as 

human beings with value and dignity.  This is especially true in relations between Indians and non-Indians.” 
William C. Wantland (1975) 

Former Attorney General 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 

 
The most successful RC&D Councils – those that are making an impact on conditions in their RC&D Areas - have 
proven that the active participation of all communities is a key component of their ability to make things happen! 
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Definitions: 
 
We will consistently use a few terms in this workbook that we need to discuss and define since we are working with 
a nationwide audience.  We strongly recommend that you get to know the people you are working with in your 
local RC&D Area to foster common understanding and acceptable language.  In any case, everyone deserves to be 
treated with respect at all times. 
 
Indians:  Indians have their status as Indians because they belong to tribal nations recognized by the United States.  
Most members of tribes do not think of themselves as “Indian,” but rather call themselves by their affiliation.  The 
2000 U.S. Census estimates that 4.3 million people have declared themselves to be American Indian or Alaska 
Native--the majority of whom live outside of reservations.1   
 
Indian Tribe:  The terms nation, tribe, and band have been used interchangeably in Indian treaties and statutes.  A 
Tribe is any American Indian or Alaska Native tribe, band, nation, pueblo, community, rancheria, colony, or group 
that is recognized by the government of the United States and possesses the power of self-government.2   
 
Tribes determine eligibility standards for tribal membership.  Many have varying degrees of blood quantum as an 
eligibility standard required for membership.3  Others require membership applicants to be descendents of someone 
on the tribe’s membership roll.   
 
Eligibility for tribal membership can get very confusing.  Each government - tribal, state and federal, determines 
who is an Indian for the benefit of their laws and programs.   Indian tribes can determine who is an Indian for the 
tribe’s membership but not for state and federal purposes.  As a result, an individual can be recognized as an Indian 
by a tribe, but not under federal law, under federal but not under tribal law, under tribal but not under state law, and 
so on. 4 
 
Native people of Alaska:  Native people of Alaska are comprised of three groups:  Eskimos, Aleuts, and American 
Indians. Eskimos and Aleuts are ethnically distinct from, but are related to, American Indians.  Eskimos and Aleuts 
are two culturally distinct groups and are sensitive about being referred to as Indians. They prefer “Alaska Native.”   
Each group has an extremely strong tie to the land that provides food, shelter and protection.  Their people continue 
to live off the land and its resources. According to the 2000 Census, Eskimo was the largest tribal grouping 
followed by Tlingit-Haida, Alaska Athabascan, and Aleut.  When Congress enacts Indian legislation, it usually 
states it will apply also to Eskimos and Aleuts. There are several laws that apply only to Alaska Natives.   
 
Like American Indians, Alaska Natives are the original inhabitants of the region, claim aboriginal rights, a trust 
relationship, and self-government powers.  At the same time,  unlike American Indians, Alaska Natives experienced 
very little pressure to surrender lands, including traditional hunting and fishing grounds.  Alaska Natives were not 
conquered by Euro-Americans, did not sign treaties, and were not forced on to reservations.5 
 

                                                 
1 The American Indian and Alaska Population:  2000, Issued February 2002, US Census Bureau 
2 The Rights of Indians and Tribes; Stephen L. Pevar, October 2002. The criteria, regulations and process for obtaining Federal recognition 
as an Indian Tribe is located in 25 CFR 83. 
 
3 The Rights of Indians and Tribes; Stephen L. Pevar, October 2002 
4 The Rights of Indians and Tribes; Stephen L. Pevar, October 2002 
5 Forest Service, Alaska Region Tribal Relations Deskguide. 
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Indian Reservation:  Lands set aside for the benefits of American Indians that were created by treaty 
documentation or an executive order. The Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) has the 
responsibility to administer reservation lands for the benefit of Indian people.  
 
Not sure how to refer to American Indians? Native Americans?  Alaska Natives? 
 
If a person needs to be referred to, the foolproof method is to ask a tribal person the term that they prefer.  The 
important thing to remember is that no two people are alike in their preferences and neither are any of the 562 
Federally Recognized Tribes exactly alike.  Expecting each Indian tribe to be the same as every other tribe is 
unrealistic.  It would be like choosing 562 small towns and expecting them all to be the same.  This training will 
give general advice, but you need to tailor it to the people and tribes with whom you work.  When in doubt, ask! 
 
A full glossary of terms relating to American Indians and Alaska Natives can be found in Appendix A. 
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Communication across Cultures6: 
 
If you are going to partner with people, your most important tool is communication.  There may be differences in 
the way that two cultures communicate.  These may lie in the following areas: 
 

1. The way we structure communication 
In the English discourse system, we may make relevant points first and may explain the background later.  
Some Alaska Natives, for instance, outline the generalities first and make the specific point later on.  Too 
much directness may seem rude to them.  The potential problem here is that your perception may be that if a 
person is not able to make their point immediately, they are not able to express themselves clearly and may 
be trying to avoid communicating, when really the opposite is true.  Be patient and listen. 
 

2. Differences in pausing sequences and silence 
Cultures have different pausing times between asking and answering questions.  People with longer pauses 
(more silence between their answers and questions) may not get a chance to complete their thoughts before 
they are interrupted with yet another question or comment from a person accustomed to a shorter time 
pause. 
 

3. Different ways of showing politeness 
What may be a sign of politeness to one group may seem insulting to another group.  For example, silence 
may make some non-Indians feel uncomfortable.  We associate it with some kind of breakdown in 
communication.  Sometimes we even associate it with hostility and a lack of competence.  Just the opposite 
is true in many American Indian and Alaska Native cultures where silence or pausing after a question and 
before an answer is a sign of respect. 
 

4. Differences in the way we speak 
Some of our communication is based upon answers and questions.  There are some basic differences in the 
way that we speak that can lead to miscommunication.  One basic difference is linguistic (how we hear 
things and how we say things).  Another is cultural (knowing the right thing to say at the right time). 
 
In English, we show contrast by use of tones, pitch, and stress to make a point.  Other languages may not 
use these signals, but use words instead of intonation to show contrast or make a point. 
 
Cultural communication deals with knowing what the appropriate cultural response is in a given setting.  
Whatever culture people grow up in, they know what the expectations of their society are, communication 
problems occur when two cultures interface and their expectations are different. 
 
These situations may make communication a little uncomfortable for both cultures, but they are normal.  It 
merely requires that everyone be more diligent in trying to understand each other. 
 

5. Cultures may have a different concept of time. 
While time is important to some people, it may not be as important or interpreted the same way with some 
other cultures.  Meeting times may only be a suggestion to the culture.  When you ask a tribal person a 
question it is appropriate and respectful for you to listen to the complete answer, no matter how long it 

                                                 
6 Working Effectively with American Indians, NRCS 2004, Cross Cultural Communications Training for US Forest Service, March 22-26, 
1999, University of AK, Center for Instructional Communications 
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takes.  To say, “I only have fifteen minutes to listen to you, can you get to the bottom line?” is extremely 
inappropriate and disrespectful. 
 

6. Listen! 
A Paiute elder once said “How are you going to learn anything if you talk all the time?”  This was a very 
wise woman. 
 
More important than anything, listen. 

• If you ask a question, give the person who is answering it as much time to answer the question, as 
they need. 

• Don’t be overly uncomfortable with pauses and silence in the conversation. 
• After giving the person as much time to answer the question as they need and waiting through longer 

silences than you’re used to, if you still need more information, try asking the question a different 
way. 

 
Remember, Communication Breakdown Is Part of the Real World 

1.  What is important in cross-cultural communication is to establish a common understanding of issues and 
what actions need to be taken to make changes. 

 
2.  Be aware that miscommunication does happen and is natural. 
 
3.  Accept the idea that miscommunication is not deliberate or intentional; one side is not trying to confuse 

the other. 
 
4.  Be willing to work at resolving communication differences. 
 
5.  Anticipate different ways of: 

• Showing politeness 
• Demonstrating competence 
• Speaking 
• Handling questions and answers 
• Handling silence and pauses 
• Different tones of voice 

 
All these differences exist on both the linguistic and cultural levels. 
 
All these differences can be hard to see and understand. 
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Exercise: 
 
List experiences you have had where communications between Indian and Non-Indian communities could be 
improved. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
 
How can your RC&D Council improve communications with Indian communities? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________
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Establishing a Relationship 
 
The relationship between an RC&D Council and a tribe must be seated in trust and respect for the sovereign powers 
of the tribe and the elders.   Building a relationship with tribal leadership and appropriate tribal council staff is 
integral to any future partnerships to successfully implement your Area Plan and provide a real, tangible service to 
all the residents of your RC&D Area.  This may require several meetings to determine how you can best work 
together. 
 
When planning to visit a tribe to establish a partnership, do your homework. Know whom you are meeting with, the 
tribal government structure, issues that are of real concern and importance to the RC&D Council and the tribe, what 
services and relationships that the RC&D Council can partner on and perform well.  As in any “sales” effort, do not 
commit the RC&D Council to more than you can deliver.  It is always important to produce what you promise. 
 
Partnerships are built on a foundation of what the two partners know about each other and what they have in 
common.  People who form partnerships are looking for the “What’s in it for me—or what’s in it for us?”  Many 
successful partnerships are formed because one partner meets the other partner’s needs. 
 
Who do I need to meet with? 
The answer to this question would probably depend on the subject that was going to be discussed.  Tribes have 
tribal governments, people who work for the tribes (both Indian and non-Indian), tribal spiritual leaders, tribal 
members and others.  Remember, federally recognized tribes have a government-to-government relationship with 
the government of the United States of America.  This means that the tribal government leader has a direct 
relationship with the President of the United States (This is further clarified in the section on Sovereignty and 
RC&D Council Relationships). The Bureau of Indian Affairs has full staff working with each tribe.  Other federal 
government agencies such as the NRCS and Forest Service have liaisons with tribes as well as archeologists who 
work on cultural resource issues with the tribes.  If you are planning on meeting with a tribe, NRCS or Forest 
Service staff would be an excellent resource to help you determine with whom your meeting should be scheduled.  
Since these agencies have worked with the tribes that you are going to be working with, they are also a good 
resource of initial material on tribal history and issues. 
 
Tips and Suggestions: 
The following tips and suggestions will help your council develop relationships and partnerships with Native 
American and Alaska Native tribal contacts:7   

• Visit, listen, and communicate in person. Face to face and onsite meetings are important.  Be prepared by 
becoming familiar with the tribe’s organization and culture. 

• Be friendly and courteous, respect others as equals, and avoid jokes that can be misinterpreted.    
• Develop tribal points of contacts for tasks or projects.  Determine with whom staff work should be 

conducted.  Many tribes have technical staff, legal counsel, advisors, and administrators employed to run 
tribal affairs.  Understand multiple levels of power.  Check the internet for the Bureau of Indian Affairs and 
National Congress of American Indians’ web pages for current contact information.  See website resource in 
Appendix B. 

• Do not assume that all Indian tribes have the same culture or that all members will be alike.   Ask for help 
and advice dealing with a specific tribe from more than one source. 

                                                 
7 See generally: Working Effectively with American Indians, Working Effectively with Alaska Natives, NRCS training, Forest Service 
National Resource Book on American Indian and Alaska Native Relations.  FS 600, April 1997 
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• Identify preferred methods of communication. Develop protocols or an agreement on how consultations 
should be conducted. 

• Accept timeframes and paces different from your own.  Be flexible with deadlines and be ready to negotiate 
decisions.  Be very clear if deadlines are needed and explain why they exist. 

• Answers to questions may not be provided immediately.  Allow tribal leaders the time to consider any 
questions or decisions and discuss it with tribal committees, members, or tribal councils.    

• Respect confidentiality. 
• Respect tribes as sovereign governments. 
• Be sensitive to the effects of history on the relationship.  There may be a lack of trust.  Remember RC&D 

Councils are working with and through all governments in the area and rely on several sources of funding 
and other assistance to complete their RC&D Area Plans. 

 
Keep in mind:  The tribes’ council or “board” and technical staff meet regularly as a governing body to administer 
all the tribal business and address requests they receive.  In that regard, they function as any other governing 
institutions.  Council meetings may continue for long periods of time, be conducted in the tribe’s native language 
and will have several agenda items to work through as do all governments.  If you do not speak the language and 
are making a presentation, it is appropriate to inquire how your presentation will be communicated.    
 
If you’re going to be working with tribes, here is some general history your council may find helpful. 
 
History and Transitions8  
 
Please see the appendix for a brief overview history that interlocks the American Indian people with the explorers, 
conquerors and nation builders in North America.  You will find this history to be fascinating and may see our 
relationships in a different light as a result of your study.  In any case, there are about 400 years of history between 
the people native to this continent and the people that came from other places.  It is important to be aware that this 
history exists and to work together to make your relationships work today for the good of the RC&D Area.   
 
 
Exercise: 
 
List the names, addresses, and phone numbers of tribal government, NRCS tribal liaison, Forest Service tribal 
liaison and local Bureau of Indian Affairs office.

                                                 
8 See generally:  American Indian Policy Center,  www.airpi.org/projects/history.html,   Native American Reservations, Poster, 
www.NativeAmericanonline.com ISDN# 1-881933-11-3, Digital History, Native American Voices, 
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/native_voices/native_voices.cfm Working Effectively with American Indians, NRCS 2004. 
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Sovereignty and Relationships with Tribal Governments   
 

What are Federally recognized Indian Tribes?  There are 561 Federally Recognized Tribes in the U.S. right 
now.  Each is different.  For any Indian group to be considered “Federally recognized” it may have: 1.) a 
reservation created by Congress or via an executive order, by treaty or statute, agreement, or valid administrative 
action; and/or 2.) a continuing political relationship with the United States, such as receiving services from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs.  The group must meet seven requirements established by the Department of the Interior to 
qualify for all federal Indian programs and benefits Congress has made available.9 (see reference for these 
requirements)  
 
It is important for volunteers to understand that American Indians and Alaska Natives have a unique legal and 
political relationship with the government of the United States.  Federally Recognized tribes are considered 
sovereign nations.  Sovereignty means tribes have the power to establish a form of government to make and enforce 
laws for their people and lands.  Tribes can administer justice, pass legislation, and establish courts and related 
forums for resolution of disputes. They can also determine membership and charter business organizations.   
 
Because they are sovereign nations, tribes are on the same level as other nations are around the world to deal with 
the U.S. Government.  When U.S. government policies are going to affect tribal lands, rights, or people, the U.S. 
government must consult with the tribal government.  This relationship is called the government-to-government 
relationship and the consultation that takes place is called government-to-government consultation.  When a tribal 
government is consulted by the U.S. Government, the head of the tribal government meets with someone who is 
representing the President of the United States.  The government-to-government relationship between a tribe and 
the United States is extremely important and affords the tribal leadership an equal footing with the leadership of the 
United States government.  
 
What are Indian Trust Lands? 
Approximately 56.2 million acres of land are held in trust by the U.S. for various Indian tribes and individuals.10   
These “trust lands” are in a tribal holding or ownership and the Department of the Interior has the responsibility to 
manage them in a beneficial manner for the tribe. The Secretary of the Interior serves as trustee for these lands on 
behalf of the President of the United States. 
 
Please refer to the communications and opportunities sections for suggestions to councils for their tribal outreach 
and partnership development. 

How can an RC&D Council relate with a tribe? 
All RC&D Councils are incorporated as 501(c) organizations.  They are not representative of government but are 
organized as charitable bodies with the general purpose of improving the economic, social, and environmental 
conditions in their geographically designated RC&D Area.  This non-profit, non-government status provides an 
avenue for all the residents of an area to work together and still recognize and honor all existing governmental 
authority. 
Tribes must be allowed to designate their relationship and participation with an RC&D Council as any other 
organization does.  It is not appropriate for the RC&D Council to do the designating.  You have plans for your area 
that will benefit everyone including the tribe(s) and their participation in your efforts will increase your 
effectiveness and address issues that are of mutual concern to everyone. 

                                                 
9 The Rights of Indians and Tribes; Stephen L. Pevar, October 2002 
10 Bureau of Indian Affairs, http://www.doi.gov/bureau-indian-affairs.html 
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Increasing Opportunities 
 
RC&D Councils have many opportunities to include tribal communities in the planning and development of area 
plans and potential projects.  RC&D projects involving natural resources, economic development, entrepreneurial 
development, and youth and leadership programs are very similar to tribal communities’ goals for protecting the 
resources of the land, expanding their business opportunities and nurturing their youth.  A few ideas follow that 
RC&D Councils could initiate to improve participation: 
 

• Ask tribe members to be on the council board of directors to increase diversity and gain a broader 
perspective of needs. 

 
• Advise and consult with tribes on all projects that may affect them. 

 
• Mutually share ideas.  Seek out intertribal conferences or meetings to participate and share RC&D activities.  

Intertribal conferences have many tribal representatives and provide good networking opportunities for 
RC&D Council members to meet with tribal officials.  Seek the schedules for these conferences through 
websites and tribal, NRCS and FS contacts.   

 
• Training opportunities can be planned jointly for the benefit of the community. 

 
• Transfer of information: open up two-way communication channels to share resources and information 

distribution lists. 
 

• Work together to develop youth programs and vocational activities.  Advise tribal schools of volunteer 
opportunities and community service projects. 

 
 
Now it’s your turn – are there other ways you know of that lead to good relations with tribal communities? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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RC&D Success Stories 
 
Council:    North Coast Resource Conservation & Development Council  
State:   California  
 
Project:   Tribal Outreach Project on Sudden Oak Death  
 
Description: Native Americans are among the groups most affected by the impacts of the plant disease 

called “Sudden Oak Death.”  The disease, caused by the relatively recently described 
pathogen, Phytophthora ramorum, has been documented in 14 counties in coastal northern 
and central California.  The disease affects over 65 plant species, many of which have 
cultural importance to Native Americans.  Tanoak, a heavily impacted host of the pathogen 
provides food and medicine, and is a source of spirituality for many of California’s Tribes.  
Several dozen other host plants, such as California bay laurel, huckleberry, salmonberry, and 
bracken fern are also important sources of food, basketry, and medicine, and are used in 
cultural practices.  Fortunately, Sudden Oak Death is not known to affect human health.   

 
To address the needs of California Tribes dealing with Sudden Oak Death, the North Coast 
RC&D has been working in cooperation with Tribal members and a number of groups and 
agencies on outreach efforts in identification and prevention.   
 
In spring and summer of 2005, the North Coast RC&D, which has 22 federally recognized 
tribes in its RC&D Area, provided small “train the trainer ” sessions for key Tribal members 
and department officials to provide them with the information and resources necessary to 
train and update other Tribe members, as well as act as a resource for support and 
information.  The workshops focused on information useful for Native gatherers to identify 
the plant disease so they can avoid spreading the pathogen to uninfected areas, including to 
their own lands.  Native plant gatherers collect plants wherever they travel, including the 
highway corridors and the larger county roads. 
 
At the training sessions, the Council also provided participants with the Sudden Oak Death 
Educational “Toolkit” comprised of a compendium of hardcopy and electronic versions of 
outreach materials that they can use and tailor for their own outreach efforts to their 
memberships.  This was intended to multiply the initial outreach efforts by the project 
partners.  Tribal liaisons highly recommended this approach because by disseminating the 
information through the liaison Tribal member (and interested Elders, etc.), educational 
capacity was increased and other plant gatherers ultimately learned about Sudden Oak Death 
issues through another Tribal member.  
 
The training team met with Northern California Tribal representatives at a Tribal 
environmental conference in Santa Rosa.  The Council also conducted the first "train the 
trainer" workshop with Round Valley Tribal members in Mendocino County, and we helped 
the Kashia Band of Pomo Indians organize a workshop with surrounding landowners at the 
Stewarts Point Rancheria.  As a result of the Kashia workshop, the Tribe received a toolkit 
and the Kashia Tribal Environmental Department will be working with surrounding 
landowners, University of California, Davis researchers, and USDA Forest Service 
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representatives to develop a management plan for dealing with the Sudden Oak Death 
infestation on their land.    

 
Sources of Funding: Outreach grants from NRCS an in-kind contributions from staff at the University of 

California Cooperative Extension, California Oak Mortality Task Force, and the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

 
Project Benefits: Provided Tribal liaisons and other interested Tribal members with the tools and educational 

resources to provide ongoing education on Sudden Oak Death for their memberships. This 
effort has reduced the spread of this plant disease, which affects numerous plant species of 
Native cultural importance.   

  
Contact Person: Kate Symonds, RC&D Coordinator 

Ron Rolleri, North Coast RC&D Council  
2448 Guerneville Road, Suite 100 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

   Phone:  (707) 569-9710, Fax: 707-569-9746 
 
 
Council:   Upper Peninsula RC&D Council 
State:   Western Region, Baraga County, Michigan 
 
Project:   Sand Point Stamp Sand Stabilization Project 
 
Description: This successful partnership project involves assistance to the Keweenaw Bay Indian 

Community (KBIC) for the development of a waste sand stabilization and re-use plan for a 
prime Lake Superior location owned and managed by the tribe. The problem of stamp sand 
deposition at this location is the result of historic copper mining activity in the Rockland and 
Mass areas of Ontonagon County between 1902 and 1919.  Mine rock from this activity was 
processed on the shore of Lake Superior in Baraga County, approximately 2 miles north of 
Sand Point.  Over time, the lake currents have transported the waste material to its current 
location just north of the village marina site.  The Sand Point lakeshore area is a heavy 
recreational use area, and is currently managed by KBIC for camping and community events. 

 
Source of Funding: Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
U.P. Resource Conservation and Development Council 
U.P. Engineers and Architects 

 
Project Benefits: NRCS engineers, a District Conservationist, the Area Soil Scientist, the NRCS Plant 

Materials Center and RC&D staff cooperated to produce a report summarizing the success of 
various stamp sand stabilization options. Cost estimates have been provided to KBIC, 
allowing the tribe to leverage Brownfield funding to cap the stamp sands.  Plans are currently 
underway to proceed with site re-vegetation and further development. U.P. RC&D Council 
continues to provide assistance in seeking funds for recreational site development and 
enhancement. 
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Project Contact: Paul Van Ryzin 
 Upper Peninsula RC&D Council 
 201 Rublein St. 

Marquette, MI  49855 
Phone (906) 226-7487, Fax (906) 226-7040 
Paul.vanryzin@mi.usda.gov 
www.uprcd.org  

 
 
Council:   Southeast Texas RC&D 
State:    Texas 
 
Project:   Alabama Coushatta 4H Christmas Tree  
 
Description:  The 4-H youth in the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas 

have initiated a program with the Southeast Texas RC&D Council and NRCS to 
plant, grow and eventually sell Christmas Trees.  Tribal representative Perry Williams 
(who also serves on the RC&D Executive board) provides leadership to both the 
Tribe and the RC&D Council that  has led to many successful projects and activities.  
The Southeast Texas RC&D Council provided a matching grant to the 4-H Youth 
Program on the Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation to help establish a Christmas 
tree operation. 
 
This project gives tribal youth first-rate experience in learning about the maintenance, 
conservation, cultivation and overall care of the tribe’s trees and helps to develop 
their marketing and selling skills.   
 

Sources of Funding: The Southeast Texas RC&D Council awards $500  
matching grants for various projects each year. 

 
Project Benefits: The 4-H members have learned about planting, growing 

and caring for the Christmas trees by conducting soil tests, using appropriate 
equipment and tools, and researching proper Christmas tree production methods. 
Grant funds were used to purchase Virginia pine seedlings from the Texas Forest 
Service Indian Mound Nursery. The entire 4-H Club and adult volunteers planted the 
trees over a couple of weekends.  

 
Contact Person:  John Davidson  

204 East Polk, Livingston, Texas 77351 
Phone 936 327-6408 
John.Davidson@tx.usda.gov 

 
 
Council:  Chihuahuan Desert RC&D 
State:  Texas 
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Project:   Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Hueco Mountains Restoration 
  
Description: In El Paso County, the Tigua Indians of the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo working with the 

Chihuahuan Desert RC&D Area are using grant funding to demonstrate brush management 
on lands adjacent to Hueco Tanks State Park.  This demonstration project is located on the 
Tribe's Hueco Mountain property and has two objectives: 1.) apply recommended 
conservation practices to restore 30 acres of disturbed Desert Grassland and Shrub habitat, 
and 2.) conduct education and outreach to 400 tribal members in order to promote 
conservation awareness. 

  
The Tribe has developed a resource management system including brush management to 
control invading brush, stabilize gully erosion with a series of check dams, and fencing to 
restrict livestock grazing on eroding areas.  By fencing and stabilizing eroding portions of the 
tribal property, the project will eventually protect tribal sites of cultural significance.  Once 
fully applied, these practices will promote healthy resource restoration of the property.   

  
Sources of Funding: Grant from Texas NRCS and in kind funding from Tigua Indian Nation. 
  
Project Benefits: Grassland Restoration, Brush Management, Erosion Control, Proper Grazing Use, and 

Conservation Education. 
  
Project Contact: Tim Smith  

Environmental Mgt. Officer, Tigua Indians 
119 S. Old Pueblo Rd., P.O. Box 17579, El Paso, Tx 79917, 
Telephone (915) 859-7913, Fax (915) 859-2988, ydsp_airquality@yahoo.com  

  
Mark P. Donet 
Chihuahuan Desert RC&D Coordinator 
P.O. Box C-61, Alpine, Tx. 79832 
Telephone: (432) 837 8247, Fax  (432) 837 8701 
http://www.sulross.edu/pages/3542.asp  

 
 
Council:  Alabama Mountains, Rivers and Valleys (AMRV) RC&D 
State:   Alabama 
 
Project:  Echota Cherokee Story Telling 
 
Project Description: The Council assisted the Echota Cherokee in north Alabama to develop an outdoor education 

area. Native American story telling, told by the Echota Tribe members, was incorporated into 
an outdoor educational trail project on tribal lands in a way (story telling) that passed on the 
legends and cultural way of life of their ancestors.  A trail with teaching stations has been 
developed.  Plants with Cherokee cultural, medicinal or food uses have been identified. 
Currently the Council is assisting in the establishment of a historical village starting with a 
Cherokee log cabin. Plans are in place for an amphitheatre and a cultural center in the future.  
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Sources of Funding: The AMRV-RC&D is a major funder of this effort.  Additional funds have been obtained 
from legislative discretionary funds and from private donations. Partners are the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, Alabama A&M University, Cullman County Commission, 
Board of Education and Chamber of Commerce. 

 
Benefits of Project: There are multiple benefits to this project: 

Passing on Native American culture 
Historical and environmental education 
Tourist income for the area and potentially for the tribe 

 
 
Contact Person: Mike Roden 

RC&D Coordinator 
4511 U.S. Highway 31 South 
Decatur, Alabama 35603 
Phone: (256) 353-6146 x 2 
Fax: (256) 355-8285 
mike.roden@al.usda.gov 

 
 
Council:  Da Ka Doiyabe RC&D 
State:  Nevada 
  
Project:  Where Dreams Begin Park 
 
Description: On June 10, 2003, Arbor Day, the Ely Shoshone Tribal Grants Writer and the Da Ka Doiyabe 

RC&D Coordinator welcomed a very good turnout of people to the park development 
project.  The program contained opening prayers for everyone and for the trees; and other 
presentations about the significance of Arbor Day and the 1863 Treaty of Ruby Valley.  The 
tribal community -  children, moms and dads, uncles, aunts, cousins, grandparents and 
friends laughed and shoveled soil, working in harmony to get the job done. Over 70 
volunteers gathered for the planting of the trees, cleaning up the eastern side of the 
Reservation and cooking and eating of the barbeque. But most importantly participants 
enjoyed working together, and having fun. The Shoshone family had come together to give 
birth to a wonderful park, named “Where Dreams Begin Park – Hagavi Nabusai Diiwaaga.”  
The Ely Shoshone Tribal Pre-school gave the name of the park. 

 
Project Funding: US Forest Service through the Nevada Division of Forestry Urban and Community Forestry 

Program, Ely Shoshone Tribal Council, City of Ely, Da Ka Doiyabe RC&D Inc. 
 
Benefits: Bringing a community together to turn a unsightly vacant lot into a irrigated grassed 

playground, with latest playground equipment, Shaded BBQ areas with picnic tables, fenced 
area so children won’t run out onto the street, and a basketball court and memorial to those 
who signed the 1863 Treaty of Ruby Valley and naturally a tree planting with care education. 

 
Contacts: Gerald Miller, 

555 West Silver Street   Suite 101 
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Elko, Nevada  89801 
(775) 738 8431 x 114 
Gerald.Miller@nv.usda.gov 

 
Christine Stones 
Ely Shoshone Tribe 
16 Shoshone Circle 
Ely, Nevada 89301 
(775) 289 3013 
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Appendix I 
 

Glossary 
 
This Glossary, unless otherwise noted borrows heavily from The Rights of Indians and Tribes, Stephen L. Pevar, 
October 2002; NRCS Working Effectively with American Indians, 2004; FS National Resource Book on 
American Indian and Alaska Native Relations, April 1997.   
 
Aboriginal Areas: The historic and prehistoric lands where a traditional tribe carried out food gathering, seasonal 
activities or traded with other Indian peoples. 
 
Aboriginal title (original or Indian title): The possessive right to occupy and use the lands Indians traditionally 
used and governed before the time of non-Indian settlement.  
 
Bureau of Indian Affairs11:  The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is a division of the Department of the Interior.  
The BIA is responsible for the administration and management of 55.7 million acres of land held in trust by the 
United States for American Indians, Indian tribes, and Alaska Natives. There are 561 federally recognized tribal 
governments in the United States.  Developing forestlands, leasing assets on these lands, directing agricultural 
programs, protecting water and land rights, developing and maintaining infrastructure and economic development 
are all part of the agency's responsibility. In addition, the Bureau of Indian Affairs provides education services to 
approximately 48,000 Indian students. 
 
Indian:  Indians are a distinct race of people, as are Caucasians or African Americans. An Indian is an individual 
recognized as an Indian by that person’s tribe or community.  A specific tribe’s constitution, tribal law, or tribal roll 
defines membership in a tribe.  Degree of blood quantum is an eligibility standard required for membership to some 
tribes.  Many tribes require that a person have at least one-fourth tribal blood to be enrolled in tribes.  Others need 
the applicant to be a descendent of someone on the tribe’s membership roll.  The definition of Indian can be either 
ethnological (race) or in a legal or political sense.  Congress has created many programs for Indians with varying 
definitions of the term.  Examples of these different standards are: anyone of Indian descent, minimum blood 
quantum, or a member of a federally recognized tribe.  That is why it can be difficult and often controversial to 
determine who is an Indian.  The same person may qualify as an Indian for one program but not be eligible for 
another.   
 
Federally recognized Indian Tribes:  Any Indian group which has: 1.) a reservation created by Congress or via an 
executive order by treaty (before 1871) or statute, agreement, or valid administrative action; and/or 2.) Has a 
continuing political relationship with the United States, such as receiving services from the BIA.  The group must 
meet seven requirements established by the Department of Interior to qualify for all federal Indian programs and 
benefits Congress has made available.  There are 561 federally recognized tribes in the United States, including 
some 229 village groups in Alaska. (November 12, 2005, Federal Register) By being “federally recognized” these 
tribes and groups have a special, legal affiliation with the U.S. government, referred to as a “government to 
government relationship.”   
 
Government to Government Relations:  Relationship between the federal government and federally recognized 
tribes.  The relationship recognizes tribal sovereignty and the federal government’s responsibility to meet trust 
obligations. Tribes as sovereign nations are on the same level as other nations around the world in dealing with the 
U.S. Government.  When U.S. government policies are going to affect tribal lands, rights, or people, the U.S. 
                                                 
11Bureau of Indian Affairs website http://www.doi.gov/bureau-indian-affairs.html  
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government must consult with the tribal government.  The consultation that takes place is called government-to-
government consultation.      
 
Indian Country:  Land that has been set aside for the use of Indians that is under supervision of the 
U.S.Government.  This includes all land within an Indian reservation and all land outside of a reservation under 
Federal jurisdiction and designated by Federal Statute (18 U.S.C.~ 1151) primarily for Indian use.  Indian country 
can be described as the territorial boundaries of Indian tribal governments. 
 
Indian Reservation:  Lands set aside for the benefit of American Indians that were created by treaty 
documentation or an executive order. The BIA has the responsibility to administer reservation lands for the benefit 
of Indian people.   
 
Indian Territory:  Lands (unsurveyed) that were Federally documented to be occupied or used by Indians.   
 
Indian Tribe: The terms nation, tribe and band have been used interchangeably in Indian treaties and statutes.  Any 
American Indian or Alaska Native tribe, band, nation, pueblo, community, rancheria, colony, or group that comes 
under the jurisdiction of the United States and possesses the power of self government.  Those entities recognized 
in statutes or treaties with the United States. 
 
Laws: The jurisdictional reach that Tribes and Alaska Native corporations may exercise varies considerably.  Both 
Tribes and Alaska Native corporations exercise their jurisdiction over domestic and internal affairs.  Criminal 
jurisdiction and the right to Tax are only given on Reservations, within dependent Indian communities and on 
allotment lands.  In large part, Alaska Native sovereignty, and therefore jurisdiction, extends only to internal and 
domestic affairs. 
 
Native people of Alaska:  Comprised of three groups:  Eskimos, Aleuts, and American Indians. Eskimos and 
Aleuts are ethnically distinct from, but are related to, the American Indian.  Eskimos and Aleuts are two culturally 
distinct groups and are sensitive about being referred to as Indians.  They prefer “Alaska Native.”  When Congress 
enacts Indian legislation, it usually states it will apply also to Eskimos and Aleuts. There are laws that apply only to 
Alaska Natives.  
 
Powers of Self-Government:  An Indian tribe’s governmental powers: executive, legislative and judicial; all the 
offices, bodies, councils, or tribunals that execute the powers, such as Indian courts.   
 
Sovereignty:  The status, rule or power of a sovereign.  Tribes have the power to establish a form of government to 
make and enforce laws for their people and the reservation.  Tribes can administer justice and legislate laws; 
establish courts and related forums for disputes resolution. They can determine membership and charter business 
organizations.  Because they are sovereign nations, tribes are on the same level as other nations are around the 
world to deal with the U.S. Government. 
 
Taxes:  Indians pay the same taxes as any other US citizen with specific exceptions: Federal income taxes are not 
levied on income from trust lands held for them by the United States; state income taxes are not paid on income 
earned on reservation land by members of the tribe that the land is held for in they live on the reservation; State 
sales taxes are not paid on transactions made on reservation land; and local property taxes are not paid on 
reservation or trust land.12 
 
                                                 
12 Information Please database website, Facts about American Indians Today, Pearson Education, Inc.. 
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Treaty:  A legal and binding agreement between two or more sovereign governments.  A treaty with American 
Indian tribes requires the document be negotiated by a representative of the President of the US and ratified by two-
thirds majority vote of the US Senate.  In peace treaties, the US would acquire land from tribes in exchange for set 
aside reservation land and a guarantee that the federal government would respect the sovereignty of the tribes and 
ensure the survival and welfare of the Indian tribes and their members.   
 
Treaty Rights:  Tribal rights or interests are preexisting or in treaties that Indian tribes can use for the benefit of 
members.  The treaty document will identify the uses and benefits.  Only the US Congress may modify or abolish 
treaties or treaty rights. 
 
Tribal government:  A documented system of rules or a constitution determined by the tribal governing body that 
governs all the actions and conduct of the membership of the tribe, within the bounds of the Indian reservation.  
Examples:  law and order ordinances, tribal membership criteria, governing regulations on the use of Indian owned 
resources.  
 
Tribal Self-Governance: Tribal Self-Governance is the ability of Indian tribal governments to make the decisions 
that affect their tribal members or tribal assets. (i.e. Independent decision-making process or self-determination.)  In 
1982, authorities which were passed by Congress enabled Indian Tribes to directly enter into a compact with the 
Secretary of the Department of Interior.  Indian tribes have involvement in the Federal decision-making process and 
make the decisions on priorities for their own expenditures of Federal funds. 
 
Trust Allotment:  Federal land that is set aside exclusively for the use of any Indian who is the allottee.  The 
Federal government retains ownership of the land. 
 
Trust land:  Any land within a tribal holding or ownership that the DOI has ongoing responsibility to manage in a 
beneficial manner for that respective tribe or individual.  Some trust lands are considered compensation for claims 
against the government.  The Secretary of Interior serves as trustee for these lands on behalf of the United States.  
Approximately 56.2 million acres of land are held in trust by the U.S. for various Indian tribes and individuals.13  
The vast majority of Alaska Native lands are not considered trust lands.      
 
Trust Responsibility:  The unique bond or special relationship between the Indian tribes and the federal 
government.  Millions of acres of land were obtained by the US government in exchange for a promise to respect 
the sovereignty of the tribes, and to protect Indian land and ensure the survival and welfare of Indian people.  The 
United States government is obligated to keep the promises made in the peace treaties they entered.  The President 
of the US through the Secretary of the Interior serves as the trustee for Indian assets.   
 
 
 

                                                 
13 Bureau of Indian Affairs, http://www.doi.gov/bureau-indian-affairs.html 
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Appendix II 
 

Native American and Alaska Native Tribe Internet References 
 
DOI, Bureau of Indian Affairs - http://www.doi.gov/bureau-indian-affairs.html 
 
American Indian Alaska Native Data and Links - http://factfinder.census.gov/home/aian/index.html  
 
US Census, Public Information Office, National American Indian Heritage Month -  
http://www.census.gov/pubinfo/www/multimedia/aian2004.html  
 
The Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development -  
http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/hpaied/index.htm  
 
American Indian Policy Center - http://www.airpi.org/  
 
Native Nations Institute for Leadership, Management and Policy - http://udallcenter.arizona.edu/ --> 
 
American Indians on Reservations:  A databook on socioeconomic change between the 1990 and 2000 Censuses -  
http://udallcenter.arizona.edu/nativenations/researchreport/may05.html#  
 
National Congress of American Indians - http://198.104.130.237/ncai/index.jsp?pg=1  
 
Indian Country Today, The Nation’s Leading American Indian News Source - http://www.indiancountry.com  
 
Indian circle website contains webpages of tribes - http://www.indiancircle.com  
 
Native American Nations - http://www.nativeculturelinks.com/nations.html  
 
Alaska Native Resources - http://www.nativefederation.org/flash.html  
 
National Association of Tribal Historical Preservation - www.nathpo.org 
 

National and International Tribal Organizations 
Amerind Risk Management Corporation - www.amerind-corp.org/ 
 
Americans of Indian Opportunity - www.aio.org 
 
Center for World Indigenous Studies - www.cwis.org 
 
First Nations Development Institute - www.firstnations.org 
 
Indian Law Resource Center - www.indianlaw.org 
 
Intertribal Timber Council - www.itcnet.org   
 
Native American Finance Officers Association - www.indianlaw.org   
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Native American Journalists Association - www.naja.com   
 
National Indian Council on Aging - www.nicoa.org   
 
National Indian Education Association - www.niea.org  
 
National Indian Health Board - www.nihb.org   
 
National Indian Justice Center – www.nijc.indian.com 
 
National Native American Aids Prevention Center - www.nnaapc.org 
 
National Tribal Justice Resource Center - www.ntjrc.org 
 
American Indian Higher Education Consortium - www.aihec.org  
 
California Rural Indian Health Board - www.crihb.org/home.htm  
 
Council of Energy Resource Tribes - www.certredearth.com   
 
Intertribal Agricultural - Council-iac@I-a-c-online.com  
 
Intertribal Trust Monitoring Association - www.itmatrustfunds.org  
 
National American Indian Housing Council - www.naihc.net  
 
National Indian Child Welfare Association - www.nicwa.org 
 
National American Indian Court Judges Association - www.naicja.org 
 
National Indian Gaming Association - www.indiangaming.org   
 
National Intertribal Tax Alliance - www.indiantax.org   
 
National Indian Women's Health Resource Center - www.indiantax.org  
 
National Tribal Environmental Council - www.ntec.org  
 
Native American Rights Fund - www.narf.org  
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Appendix III 
 

List of Tribal Contacts. 
 

Mark  Snigaroff 
President 
Native Village of Atka 
116 Laavkix Road 
Atka, AK 99547 
Phone: (907) 839-2229 
Fax:     (907) 839-2269 
Email:  rosannamae@gci.net 
 

 

Moses A. Pavilla 
President 
Village of Atmautluak 
Atmautluak, AK 99559 
Phone: (907) 553-5610 
Fax:     (907) 553-5212 
Email:  atmautlu@unicom-alaska.com 
 

 

James  Brower 
President 
Atqasuk Village 
Atqasuk, AK 99791 
Phone: (907) 633-2575 
Fax:     (907) 633-2576 
Email:  aiken@astacalaska.net 
 

Tommy  Olemaun 
President 
Native Village of Barrow Inupiat Traditional 
Government 
6970 Almaogak Street 
Barrow, AK 99723 
Phone: (907) 852-4411 
Fax:     (907) 852-8844 
Email:   

 

Selina  Petruska 
Chief 
Beaver Village Council 
Beaver, AK 99724 
Phone: (907) 628-6126 
Fax:     (907) 628-6815 
Email:  beavercouncil@hotmail.com 
 

 

Simeon  Kuzakin 
President 
Native Village of Belkofski 
King Cove, AK 99612 
Phone: (907) 497-3122 
Fax:     (907) 497-3123 
Email:  kcbtc@arctic.net 
 

Emmanuel  Keyes 
President 
Native Village of Bill Moore's Slough 
Kotlik, AK 99620 
Phone: (907) 899-4232 
Fax:     (907) 899-4461 
Email:   
 

 

Winston  James 
1st Chief 
Birch Creek Tribal Council 
Fort Yukon, AK 99701 
Phone: (907) 221-2211 
Fax:     (907) 221-2312 
Email:  gene-payne@hotmail.com 
 

 

Gilbert  Tocktoo 
President 
Native Village of Brevig Mission 
Brevig Mission, AK 99785 
Phone: (907) 642-4301 
Fax:     (907) 642-2099 
Email:  tc.kts@kawerak.org 
 

Percy  Ballot 
President 
Native Village of Buckland (IRA) 
Buckland, AK 99727 
Phone: (907) 494-2171 
Fax:     (907) 494-2217 
Email:  erweber@maniilaq.org 
 

 

Gordon  Cantwell 
Acting President 
Native Village of Cantwell 
Cantwell, AK 99729 
Phone: (907) 768-2591 
Fax:     (907) 768-1111 
Email:  hallvc@yahoo.com 
 

 

Paul T. Edwin 
1st Chief 
Chalkyitsik Village Council 
Chalkyitsik, AK 99788 
Phone: (907) 848-8117 
Fax:     (907) 848-8986 
Email:   
 

James  Pence 
President 
Cheesh-Na Tribal Council 
Chistochina, AK 99586 
Phone: (907) 822-3503 
Fax:     (907) 822-5179 
Email:  ESinyon@tribalnet.org 
 

 

Ben  Slynn 
President 
Village of Chefornak 
Chefornak, AK 99561-0110 
Phone: (907) 867-8850 
Fax:     (907) 867-8711 
Email:   
 

 

Larry  Evanoff 
President 
Native Village of Chenega 
623 Cato Street 
Chenega Bay, AK 99574-8079 
Phone: (907) 573-5132 
Fax:     (907) 573-5120 
Email:  chenegaira@aol.com 
 

Peter  Tuluk 
Chairman 
Chevak Native Village 
Aurora Street 
Chevak, AK 99563 
Phone: (907) 858-7428 
Fax:     (907) 858-7812 
Email:  chevaktc@unicom-alaska.com 
 

 

Gary  Harrison 
Chairman 
Chickaloon Native Village 
Chickaloon, AK 99674-1105 
Phone: (907) 745-0707 
Fax:     (907) 745-7154 
Email:  cvadmin@chickaloon.org 
 

 

Roderick  Carlson 
President 
Native Village of Chignik 
Chignik, AK 99564 
Phone: (907) 749-2445 
Fax:     (907) 749-2423 
Email:  cbaytc@aol.com 
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Laura J. Stepanoff 
President 
Chignik Lagoon Council 
Chignik Lagoon, AK 99565 
Phone: (907) 840-2281 
Fax:     (907) 840-2217 
Email:  clvc101@aol.com 
 

 

Virginia  Aleck 
President 
Chignik Lake Village 
Chignik Lake, AK 99548 
Phone: (907) 845-2212 
Fax:     (907) 845-2217 
Email:  chigniklake@yahoo.com 
 

 

Kimberly A. Strong 
President 
Chilkat Indian Village (Klukwan) (IRA) 
32 Chilkat Ave. 
Haines, AK 99827 
Phone: (907) 767-5505 
Fax:     (907) 767-5518 
Email:  jbrower@chilkatindianvillage.org 
 

Nancy  Nelson 
Acting President 
Native Village of Afognak 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Phone: (907) 486-6357 
Fax:     (907) 486-6529 
Email:  terri@afognak.org 
 

 

Donna  Walker 
President 
Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove 
King Cove, AK 99612 
Phone: (907) 497-2648 
Fax:     (907) 497-2803 
Email:  atc@arctic.net 
 

 

Rolin M. Amodo 
President 
Native Village of Akhiok 
Akhiok, AK 99615 
Phone: (907) 836-2313 
Fax:     (907) 836-2345 
Email:   
 

Phillip K. Peter 
Chairman 
Akiachak Native Community (IRA) 
Akiachak, AK 99551-0070 
Phone: (907) 825-4626 
Fax:     (907) 825-4029 
Email:  akiachak@aitc.org 
 

 

Moses  Owen 
Chief 
Akiak Native Community (IRA) 
Akiak, AK 99552 
Phone: (907) 765-7112 
Fax:     (907) 765-7512 
Email:  akiak@aol.com 
 

 

Jeanie  Webster 
President 
Native Village of Akutan 
Akutan, AK 99553-0089 
Phone: (907) 698-2300 
Fax:     (907) 698-2301 
Email:   
 

Max  Agayar 
President 
Village of Alakanuk 
149 Anderson Street 
Alakanuk, AK 99554-0149 
Phone: (907) 238-3419 
Fax:     (907) 238-3429 
Email:  auktc@unicom-alaska.com 
 

 

Harding  Sam 
Chief 
Alatna Village 
Alatna, AK 99720 
Phone: (907) 968-2304 
Fax:     (907) 968-2305 
Email:   
 

 

Wassillie  Ilutsik 
President 
Native Village of Aleknagik 
Aleknagik, AK 99555 
Phone: (907) 842-2080 
Fax:     (907) 842-2081 
Email:  alnilutsik@hotmail.com 
 

Moses  Paukan 
President 
Algaaciq Native Village 
200 Paukan Avenue 
St. Mary's, AK 99658 
Phone: (907) 438-2932 
Fax:     (907) 438-2227 
Email:   
 

 

Herbie  Moses 
Chief 
Allakaket Village 
Allakaket, AK 99720 
Phone: (907) 968-2237 
Fax:     (907) 968-2233 
Email:   
 

 

Truman  Cleveland 
Chief 
Native Village of Ambler 
Ambler, AK 99786 
Phone: (907) 445-2196 
Fax:     (907) 445-2181 
Email:   
 

Bass  Gordon 
President 
Village of Anaktuvuk Pass 
Anaktuvuk Pass, AK 99721 
Phone: (907) 661-2575 
Fax:     (907) 661-2576 
Email:   
 

 

Gail  Alstrom 
President 
Yupiit of Andreafski 
St. Mary's, AK 99658-0088 
Phone: (907) 438-2312 
Fax:     (907) 438-2512 
Email:   
 

 

Ed  Gamble 
President 
Angoon Community Association (IRA) 
Angoon, AK 99820 
Phone: (907) 788-3411 
Fax:     (907) 788-3412 
Email:   
 

Wayne  Morgan 
President 
Village of Aniak 
Aniak, AK 99557 
Phone: (907) 675-4349 
Fax:     (907) 675-4513 
Email:   
 

 

Carl  Jerue 
Chief 
Anvik Village 
Anvik, AK 99558 
Phone: (907) 663-6322 
Fax:     (907) 663-6357 
Email:  anviktribal@hotmail.com 
 

 

James C. Landlord 
First Chief 
Asa'carsarmiut Tribe 
Mountain Village, AK 99632 
Phone: (907) 591-2814 
Fax:     (907) 591-2811 
Email:   
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Bill  Thomas 
President 
Chilkoot Indian Association (IRA) 
207 Main Street, Suite 2 
Haines, AK 99827-0490 
Phone: (907) 766-2323 
Fax:     (907) 766-2365 
Email:  chilkoot@wytbear.com 
 

 

Eleanor R. Amaktoolik 
President 
Chinik Eskimo Community 
Golovin, AK 99762 
Phone: (907) 779-2214 
Fax:     (907) 779-2829 
Email:  glv.tc@kawerak.org 
 

 

Harry  Billum 
President 
Chitina Traditional Indian Village Council 
Chitina, AK 99566 
Phone: (907) 823-2215 
Fax:     (907) 823-2233 
Email:  chitina@aktribes.org 
 

Helen  Pitka 
Chairman 
Native Village of Chuathbaluk 
Chuathbaluk, AK 99557-8999 
Phone: (907) 467-4313 
Fax:     (907) 467-4113 
Email:   
 

 

Pius A. Hoover 
President 
Chuloonawick Native Village 
Yukon Way Road 
Emmonak, AK 99581-0245 
Phone: (907) 949-1345 
Fax:     (907) 949-1346 
Email:  coffice@unicom-alaska.com 
 

 

Larry  Nathaniel 
1st Chief 
Circle Native Community (IRA) 
Circle, AK 99733 
Phone: (907) 773-2822 
Fax:     (907) 773-2823 
Email:   
 

Harry  Wassily 
President 
Village of Clarks Point 
Clarks Point, AK 99569-0090 
Phone: (907) 236-1435 
Fax:     (907) 236-1428 
Email:   
 

 

Steven  Longley 
Tribal Chief 
Native Village of Council 
Nome, AK 99762 
Phone: (907) 443-7649 
Fax:     (907) 443-5965 
Email:   
 

 

A. Millie  Stevens 
President 
Craig Community Association (IRA) 
1330 Craig/Klawock Hwy. 
Craig, AK 99921 
Phone: (907) 826-3996 
Fax:     (907) 826-3997 
Email:  cgtribe@aptalaska.net 
 

Johnny  John 
President 
Native Village of Crooked Creek 
Crooked Creek, AK 99575 
Phone: (907) 432-2200 
Fax:     (907) 432-2201 
Email:  cctc@starband.net 
 

 

Thomas  Pilben 
Chief 
Curyung Tribal Council 
Dillingham, AK 99736 
Phone: (907) 842-2384 
Fax:     (907) 842-4510 
Email:  curyungh@nutshtel.com 
 

 

Emerson  Moto 
President 
Native Village of Deering (IRA) 
Deering, AK 99736 
Phone: (907) 363-2138 
Fax:     (907) 363-2195 
Email:  rrmoto@maniilaq.org 
 

Orval  Ahkinga 
President 
Native Village of Diomede (IRA) (aka Inalik) 
Diomede, AK 99762 
Phone: (907) 686-2175 
Fax:     (907) 686-2203 
Email:   
 

 

William J. Miller 
President 
Village of Dot Lake 
Dot Lake, AK 99737-2279 
Phone: (907) 882-2695 
Fax:     (907) 882-5558 
Email:  dotlake@aitc.org 
 

 

Clarence  Laiti 
President 
Douglas Indian Association (IRA) 
1112 - 3rd Street 
Douglas, AK 99824 
Phone: (907) 364-2916 
Fax:     (907) 364-2917 
Email:  council-dia@gci.net 
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Isacc  Juneby 
First Chief 
Native Village of Eagle (IRA) 
Eagle, AK 99738 
Phone: (907) 547-2271 
Fax:     (907) 547-2318 
Email:   
 

 

Nick A. Carter 
President 
Native Village of Eek 
Eek, AK 99578 
Phone: (907) 536-5128 
Fax:     (907) 536-5711 
Email:   
 

 

Charles S. Abalana 
First Chief 
Egegik Village 
289 Airport Road 
Egegik, AK 99579 
Phone: (907) 233-2211 
Fax:     (907) 233-2312 
Email:  evc233@aol.com 
 

Dorothy  Cook 
President 
Eklutna Native Village 
Chugiak, AK 99567-6339 
Phone: (907) 688-6020 
Fax:     (907) 688-6021 
Email:  nve@ak.net 
 

 

Robert  Heyano 
President 
Native Village of Ekuk 
300 Main Street 
Dillingham, AK 99576 
Phone: (907) 842-3842 
Fax:     (907) 842-3843 
Email:  ekuktrib@nushtel.com 
 

 

Carol J. Nicoli 
President 
Ekwok Village 
100 Main Street 
Ekwok, AK 99580 
Phone: (907) 464-3336 
Fax:     (907) 464-3378 
Email:  ekwokvill@aol.com 
 

Robert A. Keith 
President 
Elim IRA Council 
Elim, AK 99739 
Phone: (907) 890-3737 
Fax:     (907) 890-3738 
Email:  elimiracouncil@earthlink.net 
 

 

Stan  Jimmy 
President 
Emmonak Village 
Emmonak, AK 99581 
Phone: (907) 949-1720 
Fax:     (907) 949-1384 
Email:  ETCadmin@unicom-alaska.com 
 

 

Rhoda  Musser 
Chief 
Evansville Village 
101 Hickle Highway 
Bettles Field, AK 99726 
Phone: (907) 692-5005 
Fax:     (907) 692-5006 
Email:  evansville@aitc.org 
 

Robert  Henrichs 
President 
Native Village of Eyak 
Cordova, AK 99574-1388 
Phone: (907) 424-7738 
Fax:     (907) 424-7739 
Email:   
 

 

Gilda M. Shellikoff 
President 
Native Village of False Pass 
False Pass, AK 99583 
Phone: (907) 548-2207 
Fax:     (907) 548-2240 
Email:   
 

 

Adliai R. Alexander 
First Chief 
Native Village of Fort Yukon (IRA) 
3rd and Alder 
Fort Yukon, AK 99740 
Phone: (907) 662-2581 
Fax:     (907) 662-2222 
Email:   
 

Darin  Gene 
President 
Native Village of Gakona 
Mile 4.8 TOK Cutoff 
Gakona, AK 99586 
Phone: (907) 822-5997 
Fax:     (907) 822-5977 
Email:  gakonaadmin@cvinternet.net 
 

 

Edmond  Apassingok 
President 
Gambell IRA Council 
12 Bloomington Street 
Gambell, AK 99742 
Phone: (907) 985-5346 
Fax:     (907) 985-5014 
Email:  Gambell.IRA@GCI.net 
 

 

Glenn  Fredericks 
President 
Native Village of Georgetown 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: (907) 274-2195 
Fax:     (907) 274-2196 
Email:  gtc@gci.net 
 

Evan S. Evan 
President 
Native Village of Goodnews Bay 
Goodnews Bay, AK 99589 
Phone: (907) 967-8929 
Fax:     (907) 967-8330 
Email:   
 

 

Gabriel  Nicholi 
President 
Organized Village of Grayling (IRA) 
Grayling, AK 99590 
Phone: (907) 453-5116 
Fax:     (907) 453-5146 
Email:   
 

 

Roy S. Ewan 
President 
Gulkana Village 
Gulkana, AK 99586 
Phone: (907) 822-3746 
Fax:     (907) 822-3976 
Email:  lclaw@gulkanacouncil.org 
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George A.E. Williams 
President 
Native Village of Hamilton 
Kotlik, AK 99620 
Phone: (907) 899-4252 
Fax:     (907) 899-4202 
Email:   
 

 

Fred  Kirsteatler 
President 
Healy Lake Village 
Fairbanks, AK 99706-0300 
Phone: (907) 876-5018 
Fax:     (907) 876-5013 
Email:   
 

 

Troy  Turner 
1st Chief 
Holy Cross Village 
Holy Cross, AK 99602 
Phone: (907) 476-7124 
Fax:     (907) 476-7132 
Email:  debbieturner@tananachiefs.org 
 

Frank  Wright 
President 
Hoonah Indian Association (IRA) 
Hoonah, AK 99829-062 
Phone: (907) 945-3545 
Fax:     (907) 945-3703 
Email:   
 

 

Edger  Hoelsher 
President 
Native Village of Hooper Bay 
002 Tomaganuk Rd. 
Hooper Bay, AK 99604 
Phone: (907) 758-4915 
Fax:     (907) 758-4066 
Email:   
 

 

Ella D. Sam 
First Chief 
Hughes Village 
Hughes, AK 99745 
Phone: (907) 889-2239 
Fax:     (907) 889-2252 
Email:  janet.bifelt@tananachiefs.org 
 

William  Derendoff 
First Chief 
Huslia Village Council 
Huslia, AK 99746 
Phone: (907) 829-2294 
Fax:     (907) 829-2214 
Email:   
 

 

Toni  Bitonti 
President 
Hydaburg Cooperative Assn. (IRA) 
Hydaburg, AK 99922 
Phone: (907) 285-3666 
Fax:     (907) 285-3470 
Email:  jjcarle@aptalaska.net 
 

 

Lydia  Olympic 
President 
Igiugig Village 
Igiugig, AK 99613 
Phone: (907) 533-3211 
Fax:     (907) 533-3217 
Email:   
 

Harvey  Anelon 
President 
Village of Iliamna 
Iliamna, AK 99606 
Phone: (907) 571-1246 
Fax:     (907) 571-1256 
Email:  ilive@aol.com 
 

 

Arnold  Brower 
President 
Inupiat Community of Arctic Slope (IRA) 
Barrow, AK 99723 
Phone: (907) 852-4227 
Fax:     (907) 852-4246 
Email:  aib@co.north-slope.ak.us 
 

 

Olga  Changsak 
President 
Iqurmiut Traditonal Council 
Russian Mission, AK 99657 
Phone: (907) 584-5511 
Fax:     (907) 584-5593 
Email:   
 

Edgar  Shanigan 
President 
Ivanoff Bay Village Council 
Perryville, AK 99648 
Phone: (907) 853-2277 
Fax:     (907) 853-2277 
Email:   
 

 

Luba  Eluska 
President 
Kaguyak Village 
Akhiok, AK 99615 
Phone: (907) 836-2231 
Fax:     (907) 836-2232 
Email:   
 

 

Henrich  Kadake 
President 
Organized Village of Kake (IRA) 
541 Keku Road 
Kake, AK 99830-0316 
Phone: (907) 785-6471 
Fax:     (907) 785-4902 
Email:  KeexKwaan@starband.net 
 

Isaac K. Akootchook 
President 
Kaktovik Village 
834 - 8th Street 
Kaktovik, AK 99747 
Phone: (907) 640-2042 
Fax:     (907) 640-2044 
Email:  nvkaktovik@starband.net 
 

 

Julia  Dorris 
President 
Village of Kalskag 
Paul Street 
Kalskag, AK 99607 
Phone: (907) 471-2207 
Fax:     (907) 471-2399 
Email:  Bernice_Hetherington@AVCP.org 
 

 

Fred  Alexie 
First Chief 
Kaltag Tribal Council 
Kaltag, AK 99748 
Phone: (907) 534-2224 
Fax:     (907) 534-2299 
Email:  kaltag@aitc.org 
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Sadie  Spargur 
President 
Native Village of Kanatak (IRA) 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
Phone: (907) 336-7271 
Fax:     (907) 336-7272 
Email:  kanatak@mtaonline.net 
 

 

Alicia L. Reft 
President 
Native Village of Karluk (IRA) 
Karluk, AK 99608 
Phone: (907) 241-2218 
Fax:     (907) 241-2208 
Email:  A96lynn@aol.com 
 

 

Richard J. Peterson 
President 
Organized Village of Kasaan (IRA) 
Kasaan, AK 99950-0340 
Phone: (907) 542-2230 
Fax:     (907) 542-3006 
Email:  kasaanira@hotmail.com 
 

Levi  Hoover 
President 
Native Village of Kasigluk 
Kasigluk, AK 99609 
Phone: (907) 477-6405 
Fax:     (907) 477-6212 
Email:  kukvc@unicom-alaska.com 
 

 

Rosalie  Tepp 
Chairperson 
Kenaitze Indian Tribe (IRA) 
255 N. Ames Rd 
Kenai, AK 99611-0988 
Phone: (907) 283-3633 
Fax:     (907) 283-3052 
Email:  kenaitze@alaska.net 
 

 

Samuel  Bergeron 
President 
Ketchikan Indian Corporation (IRA) 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Phone: (907) 228-4929 
Fax:     (907) 225-0212 
Email:  rainwaterktn.kpunet.net 
 

Ben  Atoruk 
President 
Native Village of Kiana 
117 Kozak Street 
Kiana, AK 99749 
Phone: (907) 475-2109 
Fax:     (907) 475-2180 
Email:  arichards@Maniilaq.org 
 

 

Gabriel  Muktoyuk 
Chief 
King Island Native Community (IRA) 
Nome, AK 99762 
Phone: (907) 443-5494 
Fax:     (907) 443-3620 
Email:  tc.kingis@kawerak.org 
 

 

Ralph  Angasan 
President 
King Salmon Tribe 
1/2 Mile King Salmon Creek Rd 
King Salmon, AK 99613-0068 
Phone: (907) 246-3553 
Fax:     (907) 246-3449 
Email:  kstvc@starband.net 
 

Charlie K. Paul 
President 
Native Village of Kipnuk 
Kipnuk, AK 99614 
Phone: (907) 896-5515 
Fax:     (907) 896-5240 
Email:  kipnuktradtional@starband.net 
 

 

Jerry R. Norton 
President 
Native Village of Kivalina (IRA) 
Kivalina, AK 99750 
Phone: (907) 645-2153 
Fax:     (907) 645-2193 
Email:  Kivalina@aitc.org 
 

 

Dewey  Skan 
President 
Klawock Cooperative Association 
Klawock, AK 99925-0430 
Phone: (907) 755-2265 
Fax:     (907) 755-8800 
Email:  kcamngr@aptalaska.net 
 

Karl  Pete 
President 
Native Village of Kluti-Kaah (aka Copper Center) 
Copper Center, AK 99573-0068 
Phone: (907) 822-5541 
Fax:     (907) 822-5130 
Email:  nvkktops@cvinternet.net 
 

 

Michael  Tucker 
President 
Knik Village 
Wasilla, AK 99687-1565 
Phone: (907) 373-7991 
Fax:     (907) 373-2161 
Email:  kniktribe@mtaonline.net 
 

 

Edward E. Gooden 
President 
Kobuk Traditional Council 
Kobuk, AK 99751 
Phone: (907) 948-2203 
Fax:     (907) 948-2123 
Email:  eking@maniilaq.org 
 

John  Nelson 
President 
Kokhanok Village 
Kokhanok, AK 99606 
Phone: (907) 282-2202 
Fax:     (907) 282-2264 
Email:  kokhanokvc@yahoo.com 
 

 

Roland P. Andrew 
President 
Kongiganak Traditional Council 
Kongiganak, AK 99559-5069 
Phone: (907) 557-5226 
Fax:     (907) 557-5224 
Email:  tommy_phillip@lksd.org 
 

 

Reynold  Okitkun 
President 
Village of Kotlik 
Kotlik, AK 99620 
Phone: (907) 899-4326 
Fax:     (907) 899-4790 
Email:  dhunt@avcp.org 
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Linda  Joule 
Executive Director 
Native Village of Kotzebue (IRA) 
Kotzebue, AK 99752-0296 
Phone: (907) 442-3467 
Fax:     (907) 442-2162 
Email:  ghanna@maniilaq.org 
 

 

Merlin  Henry 
President 
Native Village of Koyuk (IRA) 
Koyuk, AK 99753 
Phone: (907) 963-3651 
Fax:     (907) 963-2353 
Email:  arlene@kawerak.org 
 

 

Percy  Lolnitz 
1st Chief 
Koyukuk Native Village 
300 Vista Rd. 
Koyukuk, AK 99754 
Phone: (907) 927-2253 
Fax:     (907) 927-2220 
Email:   
 

Martin  Andrew 
President 
Organized Village of Kwethluk (IRA) 
Kwethluk, AK 99621-0130 
Phone: (907) 757-6714 
Fax:     (907) 757-6328 
Email:  kwtira@unicom-alaska.com 
 

 

Owen  Lewis 
President 
Native Village of Kwigillingok 
Kwigillingok, AK 99622 
Phone: (907) 588-8114 
Fax:     (907) 588-8429 
Email:   
 

 

John  Mark 
President 
Native Village of Kwinhagak (IRA) 
149 Main Street 
Quinhagak, AK 99655 
Phone: (907) 556-8165 
Fax:     (907) 556-8166 
Email:  ljohnson@kwinhagak.org 
 

Jack  Wick 
President 
Larsen Bay Tribal Council 
Larsen Bay, AK 99624 
Phone: (907) 847-2207 
Fax:     (907) 847-2307 
Email:  nativeoflarsenbay@starband.net 
 

 

Gordon  Pullar 
President 
Lesnoi Village 
Woody Island Tribal Council 
3248 Mill Bay Road 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Phone: (907) 486-2821 
Fax:     (907) 486-2738 
Email:  Village@alaska.com 

 

Howard  Nelson 
President 
Levelock Village 
Levelock, AK 99625 
Phone: (907) 287-3030 
Fax:     (907) 287-3032 
Email:  levelock@starband.net 
 

Joe R. Bobby 
President 
Lime Village Traditional Council 
Lime Village, AK 99627 
Phone: (907) 526-5236 
Fax:     (907) 526-5235 
Email:   
 

 

Peter  Captain 
1st Chief 
Louden Tribal Council 
Galena, AK 99741 
Phone: (907) 656-1711 
Fax:     (907) 656-1716 
Email:  pcaptainsr@hotmail.com 
 

 

Phyllis  Evan 
President 
Village of Lower Kalskag 
Lower Kalskag, AK 99626 
Phone: (907) 471-2379 
Fax:     (907) 471-2378 
Email:   
 

Jack  Wright 
President 
Manley Hot Springs Village 
Manley Hot Springs, AK 99756 
Phone: (907) 672-3177 
Fax:     (907) 672-3200 
Email:   
 

 

Michael  Gloka 
President 
Manokotak Village 
Manokotak, AK 99628 
Phone: (907) 289-2067 
Fax:     (907) 289-1235 
Email:   
 

 

Nick  Andrews 
President 
Native Village of Marshall 
Marshall, AK 99585 
Phone: (907) 679-6302 
Fax:     (907) 679-6187 
Email:   
 

Norman  Menadelook 
President 
Mary's Igloo Traditional Council 
Teller, AK 99778 
Phone: (907) 642-3731 
Fax:     (907) 642-2189 
Email:   
 

 

Betty  Magnuson 
First Chief 
McGrath Native Village Council 
134 Chinana Ave 
McGrath, AK 99627 
Phone: (907) 524-3024 
Fax:     (907) 524-3899 
Email:  mnvc@mcgrathalaska.net 
 

 

Daniel T. Olrun 
President 
Native Village of Mekoryuk (IRA) 
Mekoryuk, AK 99630 
Phone: (907) 827-8828 
Fax:     (907) 827-8133 
Email:  MekoryukIRA@AOL.Com 
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Caroline  David 
First Chief 
Mentasta Lake Tribal Council 
Mentasta Lake, AK 99780-6019 
Phone: (907) 291-2319 
Fax:     (907) 291-2305 
Email:  kmartin@tribalnet.com 
 

 

Victor V. Wellington 
Mayor 
Metlakatla Indian Community 
Metlakatla, AK 99926-0008 
Phone: (907) 886-4441 
Fax:     (907) 886-3838 
Email:   
 

 

Andrew  Jimmy 
Chief 
Native Village of Minto (IRA) 
Minto, AK 99758-0026 
Phone: (907) 798-7112 
Fax:     (907) 798-7627 
Email:   
 

Patrick  Patterson 
President 
Naknek Native Village 
Naknek, AK 99633 
Phone: (907) 246-4210 
Fax:     (907) 246-3563 
Email:   
 

 

Emilie  Swenning 
Chief 
Native Village of Nanwalek (aka English Bay) 
Nanwalek, AK 99603 
Phone: (907) 281-2274 
Fax:     (907) 281-2252 
Email:  nanwalek@yahoo.com 
 

 

Marcie  Sherer 
President 
Native Village of Napaimute 
Bethel, AK 99559 
Phone: (907) 543-2887 
Fax:     (907) 543-2892 
Email:  napaimute@avcp.org 
 

Jacob  Black 
President 
Native Village of Napakiak (IRA) 
Napakiak, AK 99634 
Phone: (907) 589-2135 
Fax:     (907) 589-2136 
Email:  napakiak@unicom-alaska.com 
 

 

Chris G. Larson 
President 
Native Village of Napaskiak 
Napaskiak, AK 99559 
Phone: (907) 737-7364 
Fax:     (907) 737-7039 
Email:  pnicholai@avcp.org 
 

 

Ray  Johnson 
President 
Nelson Lagoon Tribal Council 
Nelson Lagoon, AK 99571 
Phone: (907) 989-2204 
Fax:     (907) 989-2233 
Email:   
 

Gilbert  Ketzler 
First Chief 
Nenana Native Association 
307.8 Mile Parks Highway 
Nenana, AK 99760 
Phone: (907) 832-5461 
Fax:     (907) 832-1077 
Email:   
 

 

Herman  Nelson 
President 
New Koliganek Village Council 
Koliganek, AK 99576 
Phone: (907) 596-3434 
Fax:     (907) 596-3462 
Email:   
 

 

Dennis  Andrew 
President 
New Stuyahok Village 
New Stuyahok, AK 99636 
Phone: (907) 693-3173 
Fax:     (907) 693-3179 
Email:   
 

Raymond  Wassillie 
President 
Newhalen Village 
101 Power Lane 
Newhalen, AK 99606 
Phone: (907) 571-1410 
Fax:     (907) 571-1537 
Email:  newhalentribal@starband.net 
 

 

Moses  Carl 
President 
Newtok Traditional Council 
Newtok, AK 99559 
Phone: (907) 237-2314 
Fax:     (907) 237-2428 
Email:  NTCamii@yahoo.com 
 

 

Joseph  Post 
President 
Nightmute Traditional Council 
Nightmute, AK 99690 
Phone: (907) 647-6215 
Fax:     (907) 647-6112 
Email:   
 

Tony  Alexia 
First Chief 
Nikolai Village 
Nikolai, AK 99691 
Phone: (907) 293-2311 
Fax:     (907) 293-2481 
Email:   
 

 

Arnold  Dushkin 
President 
Native Village of Nikolski (IRA) 
Nikolski, AK 99638 
Phone: (907) 576-2225 
Fax:     (907) 576-2205 
Email:  ikotribeadmin@ak.net 
 

 

Richard G. Encelewski 
President 
Ninilchik Traditional Council 
Ninilchik, AK 99639 
Phone: (907) 567-3313 
Fax:     (907) 567-3308 
Email:  ntc@ninilchiktribe-nsn.gov 
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Larry  Jones 
President 
Native Village of Noatak (IRA) 
Noatak, AK 99761 
Phone: (907) 485-2173 
Fax:     (907) 485-2137 
Email:   
 

 

Dawn  Salesky 
President 
Nome Eskimo Community 
200 W. 5th Avenue 
Nome, AK 99762 
Phone: (907) 443-2246 
Fax:     (907) 443-3539 
Email:  dbarengo@gci.net 
 

 

Jack  Hobson 
President 
Nondalton Village 
Nondalton, AK 99640 
Phone: (907) 294-2220 
Fax:     (907) 294-2234 
Email:  nondaltontribe@starband.net 
 

Oscar  Henry 
Vice President 
Noorvik Native Community (IRA) 
Noorvik, AK 99763 
Phone: (907) 636-2144 
Fax:     (907) 636-2284 
Email:  rmulluk@maniilaq.org 
 

 

Lorraine  Titus 
President 
Northway Village 
Northway, AK 99764 
Phone: (907) 778-2287 
Fax:     (907) 778-2220 
Email:   
 

 

Leonard  Lampe 
President 
Native Village of Nuiqsut 
2205 Second Avenue 
Nuiqsut, AK 99789 
Phone: (907) 480-3010 
Fax:     (907) 480-2714 
Email:  tanvn@astacalaska.net 
 

Michael J. Stickman 
1st Chief 
Nulato Tribal Council 
Nulato, AK 99765 
Phone: (907) 898-2339 
Fax:     (907) 898-2207 
Email:  nulatotribe@mosquitonet.com 
 

 

Joseph  Henry 
Chairman 
Nunakauyarmiut Tribe 
Toksook Bay, AK 99637-7048 
Phone: (907) 427-7114 
Fax:     (907) 427-7714 
Email:  toksookbay@aitc.org 
 

 

Jimmy P. Stevens 
President 
Native Village of Nunapitchuk (IRA) 
Nunapitchuk, AK 99641 
Phone: (907) 527-5705 
Fax:     (907) 527-5711 
Email:  elijwass@unicom-alaska.com 
 

Nicholas  Boots 
President 
Ohogamuit Traditional Council 
Marshall, AK 99585 
Phone: (907) 679-6517 
Fax:     (907) 679-6516 
Email:   
 

 

Al  Cratty 
President 
Village of Old Harbor 
Old Harbor, AK 99643 
Phone: (907) 286-2215 
Fax:     (907) 286-2277 
Email:   
 

 

Raymond  Watson 
Chairman 
Orutsararmuit Native Council 
835 Ridgecrest Drive 
Bethel, AK 99559 
Phone: (907) 543-2608 
Fax:     (907) 543-2639 
Email:   
 

Ignati  Jacob 
President 
Oscarville Tribal Council 
Napaskiak, AK 99559 
Phone: (907) 737-7099 
Fax:     (907) 737-7428 
Email:   
 

 

Robert  Katelnikoff 
President 
Native Village of Ouzinkie 
216 Third Street 
Ouzinkie, AK 99644 
Phone: (907) 680-2259 
Fax:     (907) 680-2214 
Email:  ouzclerk@starband.net 
 

 

Franklin I. Napoleon 
President 
Native Village of Paimiut 
Anchorage, AK 99510 
Phone: (907) 561-9878 
Fax:     (907) 563-5398 
Email:  e.thompson-hale@worldnet.att.net 
 

Franklin I. Napoleon 
President 
Native Village of Paimiut 
Hooper Bay, AK 99604 
Phone: (907) 758-4002 
Fax:     (907) 758-4024 
Email:  e.thompson-hale@worldnet.att.net 
 

 

Paul K. Gundersen 
President 
Pauloff Harbor Village 
Sand Point, AK 99661 
Phone: (907) 383-6075 
Fax:     (907) 383-6094 
Email:  pauloff@arctic.net 
 

 

Keith  Jensen 
President 
Pedro Bay Village Council 
Pedro Bay, AK 99647 
Phone: (907) 850-2225 
Fax:     (907) 850-2221 
Email:  TheCouncil@Pedrobay.com 
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Gerald B. Kosbruk 
President 
Native Village of Perryville Tribal Council 
Perryville, AK 99648 
Phone: (907) 853-2203 
Fax:     (907) 853-2230 
Email:  nvofperry@starband.net 
 

 

Mike  Lopez 
President 
Petersburg Indian Association (IRA) 
312 S. Nordic 
Petersburg, AK 99833 
Phone: (907) 772-3636 
Fax:     (907) 772-3637 
Email:  piageneral@gci.net 
 

 

Suzanne  Evanoff 
President 
Pilot Point Tribal Council 
Pilot Point, AK 99649 
Phone: (907) 797-2208 
Fax:     (907) 797-2258 
Email:  capemenshikof@yahoo.com 
 

Wassillie  Myers 
President 
Pilot Station Traditional Village 
Pilot Station, AK 99650 
Phone: (907) 549-3373 
Fax:     (907) 549-3301 
Email:   
 

 

Ruth  Riley 
President 
Native Village of Pitka's Point 
St. Mary's, AK 99658 
Phone: (907) 438-2833 
Fax:     (907) 438-2569 
Email:   
 

 

Henry S. Williams 
President 
Platinum Traditional Village Council 
Platinum, AK 99651 
Phone: (907) 979-8220 
Fax:     (907) 979-8178 
Email:   
 

Charlie  Kinneeveauk 
President 
Native Village of Point Hope (IRA) 
910 Ippiq Street 
Pt. Hope, AK 99766 
Phone: (907) 368-2330 
Fax:     (907) 368-2332 
Email:   
 

 

Leo  Ferreira 
Village Coordinator 
Native Village of Point Lay (IRA) 
Point Lay, AK 99759 
Phone: (907) 833-2575 
Fax:     (907) 833-2528 
Email:   
 

 

Patrick  Norman 
President 
Port Graham Village Council 
Port Graham, AK 99603-5510 
Phone: (907) 284-2227 
Fax:     (907) 284-2222 
Email:  pnorman@starband.net 
 

Henry  Matson 
President 
Native Village of Port Heiden 
2200 James Street 
Port Heiden, AK 99549 
Phone: (907) 837-2296 
Fax:     (907) 837-2297 
Email:   
 

 

Denise A. May 
President 
Port Lions Traditional Tribal Council 
2006 Airport Rd. 
Port Lions, AK 99550 
Phone: (907) 454-2234 
Fax:     (907) 454-2434 
Email:  NVOPL@Starband.net 
 

 

Maryanne  Johnson 
President 
Portage Creek Village Council 
Portage Creek, AK 99576 
Phone: (907) 842-5257 
Fax:     (907) 842-5932 
Email:   
 

Dorothy  McCallum 
President 
Qagan Tayagungin Tribe of Sand Point Village 
100 Municipal Bldg. Room 7-A 
Sand Point, AK 99661 
Phone: (907) 383-5616 
Fax:     (907) 383-5814 
Email:  qttdenise@arctic.net 
 

 

Margaret  Lekanoff 
President 
Qawalangin Tribe of Unalaska 
205 West Broadway 
Unalaska, AK 99685 
Phone: (907) 581-2920 
Fax:     (907) 581-3644 
Email:   
 

 

James  Arrison 
President 
Rampart Village 
Rampart, AK 99767 
Phone: (907) 358-3312 
Fax:     (907) 358-3115 
Email:   
 

Mary  Willis 
President 
Village of Red Devil 
Red Devil, AK 99656 
Phone: (907) 447-3223 
Fax:     (907) 447-3224 
Email:   
 

 

Donald  Honea 
First Chief 
Ruby Tribal Council 
3rd Street & Goodtime Road 
Ruby, AK 99768 
Phone: (907) 468-4479 
Fax:     (907) 468-4474 
Email:   
 

 

Anthony B. Merculief 
President 
St. George Traditional Council 
#1 Zapadni Road 
St. George Island, AK 99591-0940 
Phone: (907) 859-2205 
Fax:     (907) 859-2242 
Email:  stgcouncil@starband.net 
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Susanna  Hom 
President 
Native Village of St. Michael (IRA) 
St. Michael, AK 99659 
Phone: (907) 923-2304 
Fax:     (907) 923-2406 
Email:  ksmkira@aol.com 
 

 

Michael  Zacharof 
President 
Aleut Community of St. Paul Island 
St. Paul Island, AK 99660 
Phone: (907) 546-2211 
Fax:     (907) 546-2407 
Email:   
 

 

Penny  Carty 
President 
Village of Salamatoff 
Kenai, AK 99611 
Phone: (907) 283-7864 
Fax:     (907) 283-6470 
Email:  Salamaantoff@smtp.ak.bia.gov 
 

Milton  Noongwook 
President 
Native Village of Savoonga (IRA) 
120 Airport Rd. 
Savoonga, AK 99769 
Phone: (907) 984-6414 
Fax:     (907) 984-6027 
Email:  valerien@kawerak.org 
 

 

Lee  Wallace 
President 
Organized Village of Saxman (IRA) 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Phone: (907) 247-2502 
Fax:     (907) 247-2504 
Email:  saxmanira@kpunet.net 
 

 

Morgan  Simon 
President 
Scammon Bay Traditional Council 
Front Road 
Scammon Bay, AK 99662 
Phone: (907) 558-5425 
Fax:     (907) 558-5134 
Email:  ScammonBay@starband.net 
 

Clyde  Ramoth 
President 
Selawik IRA Council 
Selawik, AK 99770 
Phone: (907) 484-2165 
Fax:     (907) 484-2226 
Email:  Selawik@smtp.ak.bia.gov 
 

 

Don  Kashevaroff 
President 
Seldovia Village Tribe (IRA) 
328 Main Street 
Seldovia, AK 99663 
Phone: (907) 234-7898 
Fax:     (907) 234-7865 
Email:  svt@svt.org 
 

 

Clarence  Painter 
Chief 
Shageluk Native Village (IRA) 
Shageluk, AK 99665 
Phone: (907) 473-8239 
Fax:     (907) 473-8295 
Email:  rebecca.wulf@tananachief.org 
 

Gabriel  Takak 
President 
Native Village of Shaktoolik (IRA) 
Shaktoolik, AK 99771-0100 
Phone: (907) 955-3701 
Fax:     (907) 955-2352 
Email:  Shaktoolik@smtp.ak.bia.gov 
 

 

Edward J. Adams 
President 
Native Village of Sheldon Point 
Nunam Iqua Tribal Council 
Sheldon's Point, AK 99666-0027 
Phone: (907) 498-4184 
Fax:     (907) 498-4185 
Email:   
 

 

Darlene  Turner 
President 
Native Village of Shishmaref (IRA) 
Shishmaref, AK 99772 
Phone: (907) 649-3821 
Fax:     (907) 649-2104 
Email:  tc.shh@kawerak.org 
 

genevie  Norris 
President 
Native Village of Shungnak (IRA) 
Shungnak, AK 99773 
Phone: (907) 437-2163 
Fax:     (907) 437-2183 
Email:  Shungnak@smtp.ak.bia.gov 
 

 

Lawrence A. Widmark 
Chairman 
Sitka Tribe of Alaska (IRA) 
Sitka, AK 99835-7505 
Phone: (907) 747-3207 
Fax:     (907) 747-4915 
Email:  widmarkw@mail.ssd.k12.ak.us 
 

 

Lance A. Twitchell 
President 
Skagway Village 
Skagway, AK 99840 
Phone: (907) 983-4068 
Fax:     (907) 983-3068 
Email:   
 

Pete  Mellick 
President 
Sleetmute Traditional Council 
Sleetmute, AK 99668 
Phone: (907) 449-4205 
Fax:     (907) 449-4203 
Email:   
 

 

Cynthia  Gray 
President 
Solomon Traditional Council 
Nome, AK 99762 
Phone: (907) 443-4985 
Fax:     (907) 443-5189 
Email:  Solomon@smtp.ak.bia.gov 
 

 

Donald F. Nielsen 
President 
Native Village of South Naknek 
South Naknek, AK 99670 
Phone: (907) 246-8614 
Fax:     (907) 246-8613 
Email:  SouthNaknek@smtp.ak.bia.gov 
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Morris  Nashoanak 
President 
Stebbins Community Association (IRA) 
Stebbins, AK 99671 
Phone: (907) 934-3561 
Fax:     (907) 934-3560 
Email:  Stebbins@smtp.ak.bia.gov 
 

 

Randy  Mayo 
First Chief 
Native Village of Stevens (IRA) 
Stevens Village, AK 99774 
Phone: (907) 478-7228 
Fax:     (907) 478-7229 
Email:  Stevens@smtp.ak.bia.gov 
 

 

Thomas E. Willis 
President 
Village of Stony River 
Birch Road 
Stony River, AK 99557 
Phone: (907) 537-3253 
Fax:     (907) 537-3254 
Email:  mrymry2002@aol.com 
 

Robert  Polasky 
Tribal Administrator 
Sun'aq Tribe of Kodiak 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Phone: (907) 486-4449 
Fax:     (907) 486-3361 
Email:  tribe@ptialaska.net 
 

 

Vera Lynn Goods 
Chief 
Takotna Village 
Takotna, AK 99675 
Phone: (907) 298-2212 
Fax:     (907) 298-2314 
Email:  Takotna@smtp.ak.bia.gov 
 

 

Jerry  Isaac 
President 
Tanacross Village Council 
Tanacross, AK 99776 
Phone: (907) 883-5024 
Fax:     (907) 883-4497 
Email:  jerry_isaac@hotmail.com 
 

Lois  Huntington 
President 
Native Village of Tanana (IRA) 
Tanana, AK 99777 
Phone: (907) 366-7160 
Fax:     (907) 366-7195 
Email:   
 

 

Gary  Kompkoff 
President 
Native Village of Tatitlek (IRA) 
Tatitlek, AK 99677 
Phone: (907) 325-2311 
Fax:     (907) 325-2298 
Email:   
 

 

Julie A. Bator 
President 
Native Village of Tazlina 
Mile 110.5 Richardson Hwy. 
Glennallen, AK 99588-0087 
Phone: (907) 822-4375 
Fax:     (907) 822-5865 
Email:  tazlinajulie@cvinternet.net 
 

Steven  Nikolai 
First Chief 
Telida Village 
Nikolai, AK 99691 
Phone: (907) 293-2641 
Fax:     (907) 293-2641 
Email:  kuskoyim@aol.com 
 

 

Jenny M. Lee 
President 
Teller Traditional Council 
Teller, AK 99778 
Phone: (907) 642-3381 
Fax:     (907) 642-2072 
Email:  tc.tla@kawerak.org 
 

 

Donald  Adams 
President 
Native Village of Tetlin (IRA) 
Tetlin, AK 99779 
Phone: (907) 324-2130 
Fax:     (907) 324-2131 
Email:  tetlin@earthlink.net 
 

Edward K. Thomas 
President 
Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of 
Alaska 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Phone: (907) 586-1432 
Fax:     (907) 586-8970 
Email:   
 

 

Moses  Kritz 
President 
Traditional Village of Togiak 
Togiak, AK 99678 
Phone: (907) 493-5003 
Fax:     (907) 493-5005 
Email:  tradcounciltogiak@starband.net 
 

 

Willy  Phillips 
Village Council President 
Tuluksak Native Community (IRA) 
Tuluksak, AK 99679-0095 
Phone: (907) 695-6420 
Fax:     (907) 695-6932 
Email:  tuluksak@aitc.org 
 

Nick  David 
President 
Tuntutuliak Traditional Council 
Tuntutuliak, AK 99680 
Phone: (907) 256-2128 
Fax:     (907) 256-2080 
Email:  tuntutuliak@aitc.org 
 

 

George B. Hooper 
President 
Tununak IRA Council 
Tununak, AK 99681 
Phone: (907) 652-6527 
Fax:     (907) 652-6011 
Email:  Tununak@AITC.Org 
 

 

George  Pleasants 
President 
Twin Hills Village Council 
Twin Hills, AK 99576-8996 
Phone: (907) 525-4821 
Fax:     (907) 525-4822 
Email:  maalu@starband.net 
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Peter  Merryman 
President 
Native Village of Tyonek (IRA) 
Tyonek, AK 99682-0009 
Phone: (907) 583-2271 
Fax:     (907) 583-2442 
Email:  tyonek@aitc.org 
 

 

Fred  Matsuno 
President 
Ugashik Traditional Village Council 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
Phone: (907) 338-7611 
Fax:     (907) 338-7659 
Email:  ugashik@alaska.net 
 

 

Jay  Dull 
President 
Umkumiut Native Village 
Nightmute, AK 99690 
Phone: (907) 647-6145 
Fax:     (907) 647-6146 
Email:   
 

Kathy  Johnson 
President 
Native Village of Unalakleet (IRA) 
Unalakleet, AK 99684 
Phone: (907) 624-3621 
Fax:     (907) 624-3402 
Email:  unkira@unalakleet.net 
 

 

John A. Foster 
President 
Unga Tribal Council 
Sand Point, AK 99661 
Phone: (907) 383-2415 
Fax:     (907) 383-5553 
Email:  ungatribe@yahoo.com 
 

 

Mary R. Gamboa 
Tribal Chief 
Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government 
(IRA) 
Venetie, AK 99781 
Phone: (907) 849-8165 
Fax:     (907) 849-8097 
Email:  venetietribal@hotmail.com 
 

Aaron  Tritt 
President 
Arctic Village Council 
Arctic Village, AK 99722 
Phone: (907) 587-5990 
Fax:     (907) 587-5900 
Email:  nativemovement@hotmail.com 
 

 

Edward  Frank 
First Chief 
Venetie Village Council 
Venetie, AK 99781 
Phone: (907) 849-8212 
Fax:     (907) 849-8149 
Email:   
 

 

John  Hopson 
President 
Village of Wainwright 
Wainwright, AK 99782 
Phone: (907) 763-2726 
Fax:     (907) 763-2536 
Email:   
 

Victor  Ongtowasruk 
President 
Native Village of Wales (IRA) 
Wales, AK 99783 
Phone: (907) 664-3062 
Fax:     (907) 664-3062 
Email:  kareno@kawerak.org 
 

 

Ida E. Lincoln 
President 
Native Village of White Mountain (IRA) 
White Mountain, AK 99784 
Phone: (907) 638-3651 
Fax:     (907) 638-3652 
Email:  tc.wmo@kawerak.org 
 

 

Wilma  Stokes 
President 
Wrangell Cooperative Assn. (IRA) 
Wrangell, AK 99929 
Phone: (907) 874-2612 
Fax:     (907) 874-2918 
Email:  walkerak@aptalaska.net 
 

Bert  Adams 
President 
Yakutat Tlingit Tribe 
716 Ocean Cape Rd. 
Yakutat, AK 99689 
Phone: (907) 784-3238 
Fax:     (907) 784-3595 
Email:  yttorg@ptialaska.net 
 

 

Eddie L. Tullis 
Chairman 
Poarch Creek Indians 
Atmore, AL 36502 
Phone: (251) 368-9136 
Fax:     (251) 368-1026 
Email:   
 

 

Terry O. Enos 
Chairman 
Ak Chin Indian Community Council 
Maricopa, AZ 85239 
Phone: (520) 568-1000 
Fax:     (520) 568-4566 
Email:   
 

Sherry  Cordova 
Chairperson 
Cocopah Tribal Council 
Somerton, AZ 85350 
Phone: (928) 627-2102 
Fax:     (928) 627-3173 
Email:   
 

 

Daniel  Eddy 
Chairman 
Colorado River Tribal Council 
Parker, AZ 85344 
Phone: (928) 669-9211 
Fax:     (928) 669-1216 
Email:   
 

 

Raphael  Bear 
President 
Fort McDowell Yavapai Tribal Council 
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 
Phone: (480) 837-5121 
Fax:     (480) 837-1630 
Email:  cpattea@ftmcdowell.org 
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Richard  Narcia 
Governor 
Gila River Indian Community Council 
Sacaton, AZ 85247 
Phone: (520) 562-6000 
Fax:     (520) 562-6010 
Email:   
 

 

Rex  Tilousi 
Chairman 
Havasupai Tribal Council 
Supai, AZ 86435-0010 
Phone: (928) 448-2731 
Fax:     (928) 448-2551 
Email:   
 

 

Wayne  Taylor 
Chairman 
Hopi Tribal Council 
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039 
Phone: (928) 734-3100 
Fax:     (928) 734-6665 
Email:   
 

Charles  Vaughn 
Chairman 
Hualapai Tribal Council 
Peach Springs, AZ 86434 
Phone: (928) 769-2216 
Fax:     (928) 769-2343 
Email:  loubenson@ctaz.com 
 

 

Carmen  Bradley 
Chairperson 
Kaibab Paiute Tribal Council 
Fredonia, AZ 86022 
Phone: (928) 643-7245 
Fax:     (928) 643-7260 
Email:   
 

 

Joe  Shirley 
President 
Navajo Nation 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 
Phone: (928) 871-6352 
Fax:     (928) 871-4025 
Email:  joeshirleyjr@yahoo.com 
 

Herminia  Frias 
Chairperson 
Pascua Yaqui Tribal Council 
Tucson, AZ 85746 
Phone: (520) 883-5000 
Fax:     (520) 883-5014 
Email:  pyit@liveline.com 
 

 

Mike  Jackson 
President 
Quechan Tribal Council 
Yuma, AZ 85366 
Phone: (760) 572-0213 
Fax:     (619) 572-2102 
Email:   
 

 

Joni M. Ramos 
President 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
Council 
Scottsdale, AZ 85256 
Phone: (480) 850-8000 
Fax:     (480) 850-8014 
Email:   
 

Kathleen W. Kitcheyan 
Chairperson 
San Carlos Tribal Council 
San Carlos, AZ 85550 
Phone: (928) 475-2361 
Fax:     (928) 475-2567 
Email:   
 

 

Evelyn  James 
President 
San Juan Southern Paiute Council 
Tuba City, AZ 86045 
Phone: (928) 283-4587 
Fax:     (928) 283-5761 
Email:   
 

 

Vivian  Juan-Saunders 
Chairperson 
Tohono O'odham Nation 
Sells, AZ 85634 
Phone: (520) 383-2028 
Fax:     (520) 383-3379 
Email:   
 

Ivan  Smith 
Chairman 
Tonto Apache Tribal Council 
Payson, AZ 85541 
Phone: (928) 474-5000 
Fax:     (928) 474-9125 
Email:   
 

 

Dallas  Massey 
Chairman 
White Mountain Apache Tribal Council 
Whiteriver, AZ 85941 
Phone: (928) 338-4346 
Fax:     (928) 338-1514 
Email:   
 

 

Jamie  Fullmer 
Chairman 
Yavapai-Apache Community Council 
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 
Phone: (928) 567-3649 
Fax:     (928) 567-3994 
Email:   
 

Ernest  Jones 
President 
Yavapai-Prescott Board of Directors 
Prescott, AZ 86301-2038 
Phone: (928) 445-8790 
Fax:     (928) 778-9445 
Email:   
 

 

Richard  Milanovich 
Chairman 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 
Phone: (760) 325-3400 
Fax:     (760) 325-0593 
Email:   
 

 

Phillip  Del Rosa 
Chairperson 
Alturas Rancheria 
Alturas, CA 96101 
Phone: (530) 233-5571 
Fax:     (530) 233-4165 
Email:   
 



 37

Mary Ann  Martin 
Chairperson 
Augustine Band of Mission Indians 
Coachella, CA 92236 
Phone: (760) 369-7171 
Fax:     (760) 369-7161 
Email:   
 

 

Rhonda  Welch-Scalco 
Spokeswoman 
Barona Band of Mission Indians 
Lakeside, CA 92040 
Phone: (619) 443-6612 
Fax:     (619) 443-0681 
Email:   
 

 

Leonard  Bowman 
Chairman 
Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria 
Loleta, CA 95551 
Phone: (888) 733-1900 
Fax:     (707) 733-1972 
Email:   
 

Joseph  Saulque 
Chairman 
Benton Paiute Reservation 
Benton, CA 93512 
Phone: (760) 933-2321 
Fax:     (760) 933-2412 
Email:   
 

 

James  Edwards 
Chairman 
Berry Creek Rancheria 
Oroville, CA 95966 
Phone: (530) 534-3859 
Fax:     (530) 534-1151 
Email:   
 

 

Virgil  Moorehead 
Chairman 
Big Lagoon Rancheria 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
Phone: (707) 826-2079 
Fax:     (707) 826-0495 
Email:   
 

Jessica  Bacoch 
Chairperson 
Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley 
841 South Main Street 
Big Pine, CA 93513 
Phone: (760) 938-2003 
Fax:     (760) 938-2942 
Email:   
 

 

Connie  Lewis 
Chairperson 
Big Sandy Rancheria 
Auberry, CA 93602 
Phone: (559) 855-4003 
Fax:     (559) 855-4129 
Email:   
 

 

Anthony  Jack 
Chairperson 
Big Valley Rancheria 
Lakeport, CA 95453 
Phone: (707) 263-3924 
Fax:     (707) 263-3977 
Email:   
 

Michael  Rogers 
Chairman 
Bishop Paiute Tribe 
Bishop, CA 93514 
Phone: (760) 873-3584 
Fax:     (760) 873-4143 
Email:  tcsec@paiute.com 
 

 

Claudia  Brundin 
Chairperson 
Blue Lake Rancheria 
Blue Lake, CA 95525 
Phone: (707) 668-5101 
Fax:     (707) 668-4272 
Email:   
 

 

Charlotte  Baker 
Chairperson 
Bridgeport Indian Colony 
Bridgeport, CA 93517 
Phone: (760) 932-7083 
Fax:     (760) 932-7846 
Email:   
 

Rhonda L. Morningstar Pope 
Spokesperson 
Buena Vista Rancheria 
Sacramento, CA 95816 
Phone: (916) 491-0011 
Fax:     (916) 491-0012 
Email:   
 

 

John A. James 
Tribal Chairman 
Cabazon Tribal Business Committee 
Indio, CA 92201 
Phone: (760) 342-2593 
Fax:     (760) 347-7880 
Email:   
 

 

Brandon  Mitchell 
Chairman 
Cahto Tribal Executive Committee 
Laytonville Rancheria 
Laytonville, CA 95454 
Phone: (707) 984-6197 
Fax:     (707) 984-6201 
Email:   
 

Jerome  Salgado 
Chairman 
Cahuilla Band of Mission Indians 
Anza, CA 92539-1760 
Phone: (909) 763-5549 
Fax:     (909) 763-2808 
Email:   
 

 

H. Paul  Cuero 
Chairman 
Campo Band of Mission Indians 
Campo, CA 91906 
Phone: (619) 478-9046 
Fax:     (619) 478-5818 
Email:   
 

 

Virginia  Lash 
Chairperson 
Cedarville Rancheria 
Alturas, CA 96101 
Phone: (530) 233-3969 
Fax:     (530) 233-4776 
Email:   
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Charles  Wood 
Chairman 
Chemehuevi Tribal Council 
Havasu Lake, CA 92362 
Phone: (760) 858-4301 
Fax:     (760) 858-5400 
Email:   
 

 

Lloyd  Mathieson 
Chairman 
Chicken Ranch Rancheria 
Jamestown, CA 95327 
Phone: (209) 984-4806 
Fax:     (209) 984-5606 
Email:   
 

 

Patricia  Hermosillo 
Chairperson 
Cloverdale Rancheria 
Cloverdale, CA 95425 
Phone: (707) 894-5775 
Fax:     (707) 894-5727 
Email:   
 

Travis  Coleman 
Chairman 
Cold Springs Rancheria 
Tollhouse, CA 93667 
Phone: (559) 855-5043 
Fax:     (559) 855-4445 
Email:   
 

 

Wayne  Mitchum 
Chairman 
Colusa Rancheria 
Colusa, CA 95932 
Phone: (530) 458-8231 
Fax:     (530) 458-4186 
Email:   
 

 

Elaine  Patterson 
Chairperson 
Cortina Rancheria 
Williams, CA 95987 
Phone: (530) 473-3274 
Fax:     (530) 473-3301 
Email:   
 

John  Feliz 
Chairman 
Coyote Valley Reservation 
Redwood Valley, CA 95470 
Phone: (707) 485-8723 
Fax:     (707) 485-1247 
Email:   
 

 

Harvey  Hopkins 
Chairman 
Dry Creek Rancheria 
Geyserville, CA 95441 
Phone: (707) 473-2178 
Fax:     (707) 473-2171 
Email:  DCR_Admin@dry-creek-rancheria.com 
 

 

Raymond  Brown 
Chairman 
Elem Indian Colony 
Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423 
Phone: (707) 998-0212 
Fax:     (707) 998-0264 
Email:   
 

Dale A. Miller 
Chairman 
Elk Valley Rancheria 
Crescent City, CA 95531 
Phone: (707) 464-4680 
Fax:     (707) 464-4519 
Email:   
 

 

Glenda  Nelson 
Chairperson 
Enterprise Rancheria 
Oroville, CA 95965 
Phone: (530) 532-9214 
Fax:     (530) 532-1768 
Email:   
 

 

Harlan  Pinto 
Chairman 
Ewiiaapaayp Band of Kumeyaay Indians 
4054 Willows Road 
Alpine, CA 91903-2250 
Phone: (619) 445-6315 
Fax:     (619) 445-9126 
Email:   
 

Greg  Sarris 
Chairman 
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
Phone: (707) 566-2288 
Fax:     (707) 566-2291 
Email:   
 

 

Jana  Townsend 
Chairperson 
Fort Bidwell Reservation 
Fort Bidwell, CA 96112 
Phone: (530) 279-6310 
Fax:     (530) 279-2233 
Email:   
 

 

Carl A. Dahlberg 
Chairman 
Fort Independence Reservation 
Independence, CA 93526 
Phone: (760) 878-2126 
Fax:     (760) 878-2311 
Email:   
 

Nora  McDowell 
Chairperson 
Fort Mojave Tribal Council 
Needles, CA 92363 
Phone: (760) 629-4591 
Fax:     (760) 629-2468 
Email:   
 

 

Lorie  Jaimes 
Chairperson 
Greenville Rancheria 
410 Main Street 
Greenville, CA 95947 
Phone: (530) 284-7990 
Fax:     (530) 284-6612 
Email:  
rthompson.tribal@greenvillerancheria.com 

 

Kenneth  Swearinger 
Chairman 
Grindstone Rancheria 
Elk Creek, CA 95939 
Phone: (530) 968-5365 
Fax:     (530) 968-5366 
Email:   
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Merlene  Sanchez 
Acting Chairperson 
Guidiville Rancheria 
Talmage, CA 95481 
Phone: (707) 462-3682 
Fax:     (707) 462-9183 
Email:   
 

 

Carmella  Icay-Johnson 
Interim Chairperson 
Habematolel Pomo of Upper Lake 
375 E. Hwy 20, Suite I 
Upper Lake, CA 95485 
Phone: (707) 275-0737 
Fax:     (707) 275-0757 
Email:  tribaladmin@saber.net 
 

 

Clifford Lyle Marshall 
Chairman 
Hoopa Valley Tribal Council 
Hoopa, CA 95546 
Phone: (530) 625-4211 
Fax:     (530) 625-4594 
Email:  marshallat_law@pcweb.net 
 

Wanda  Balderama 
Chairperson 
Hopland Reservation 
Hopland, CA 95449 
Phone: (707) 744-1647 
Fax:     (707) 744-8641 
Email:   
 

 

Rebecca  Osuna 
Chairperson 
Inaja-Cosmit Reservation 
Escondido, CA 92025 
Phone: (760) 737-7628 
Fax:     (760) 749-9152 
Email:   
 

 

Mathew  Franklin 
Chairman 
Ione Band of Miwok Indians 
Ione, CA 95640 
Phone: (209) 274-6753 
Fax:     (209) 274-6636 
Email:  ioneband@jps.net 
 

Margaret  Dalton 
Chairperson 
Jackson Rancheria 
Jackson, CA 95642 
Phone: (209) 223-1935 
Fax:     (209) 223-5366 
Email:   
 

 

Leon  Acebedo 
Chairman 
Jamul Indian Village 
Jamul, CA 91935 
Phone: (619) 669-4785 
Fax:     (619) 669-4817 
Email:   
 

 

Arch  Super 
Chairman 
Karuk Tribe of California 
Happy Camp, CA 96039 
Phone: (530) 493-5305 
Fax:     (530) 493-5322 
Email:   
 

Tracy Lee Nelson 
Chairman 
La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians 
Pauma Valley, CA 92061 
Phone: (760) 742-3771 
Fax:     (760) 742-1704 
Email:   
 

 

Gwendolyn  Parada 
Chairperson 
La Posta Band of Mission Indians 
Boulevard, CA 91905 
Phone: (619) 478-2113 
Fax:     (619) 478-2125 
Email:   
 

 

Marjianne  Yonge 
Chairperson 
Lone Pine Paiute Shoshone Reservation 
1103 South Main Street 
Lone Pine, CA 93545 
Phone: (760) 876-1034 
Fax:     (760) 876-8302 
Email:  lppsr@qnet.com 
 

Catherine  Saubel 
Chairwoman 
Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla & Cupeno Indians 
Warner Springs, CA 92086 
Phone: (760) 782-0711 
Fax:     (760) 782-2701 
Email:   
 

 

Daniel D. Beltran 
Chairman 
Lower Lake Rancheria 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Phone: (707) 575-5586 
Fax:     (707) 575-5586 
Email:   
 

 

Marjorie  Mejia 
Chairperson 
Lytton Rancheria 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
Phone: (707) 575-5917 
Fax:     (707) 575-6974 
Email:   
 

Chairman 
Manchester - Point Arena Band of Pomo Indians 
24 Mamie Laiwa Dr. 
Point Arena, CA 95468 
Phone: (707) 882-2788 
Fax:     (707) 882-3417 
Email:  basket@mcn.org 
 

 

Leroy J. Elliott 
Chairman 
Manzanita Band of Mission Indians 
Boulevard, CA 91905 
Phone: (619) 766-4930 
Fax:     (619) 766-4957 
Email:   
 

 

Steve C. Santos 
Chairman 
Mechoopda Indian Tribe of the Chico Rancheria 
Chico, CA 95926 
Phone: (530) 899-8922 
Fax:     (530) 899-8517 
Email:  mit@mechoopda.nsn.us 
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Michael  Linton 
Vice-Chairman 
Mesa Grande Band of Mission Indians 
Santa Ysbel, CA 92070 
Phone: (760) 782-3818 
Fax:     (760) 782-9029 
Email:   
 

 

Jose  Simon 
Chairman 
Middletown Rancheria 
22223 Hwy 29 @ Rancheria R 
Middletown, CA 95461 
Phone: (707) 987-3670 
Fax:     (707) 987-9091 
Email:   
 

 

Gary  Archuleta 
Chairman 
Mooretown Rancheria 
Oroville, CA 95966 
Phone: (530) 533-3625 
Fax:     (530) 533-3680 
Email:   
 

Maurice  Lyons 
Chairman 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
Banning, CA 92220 
Phone: (909) 849-4697 
Fax:     (909) 849-4425 
Email:   
 

 

Judy E. Fink 
Chairperson 
North Fork Rancheria 
North Fork, CA 93643-0929 
Phone: (559) 877-2461 
Fax:     (559) 877-2467 
Email:  nofork@sti.net 
 

 

Robert  Smith 
Chairman 
Pala Band of Mission Indians 
35008 Pala Temecula Road 
Pala, CA 92059 
Phone: (760) 591-0926 
Fax:     (760) 742-1293 
Email:   
 

Everett  Freeman 
Chairman 
Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians 
1012 South Street 
Orland, CA 95963 
Phone: (530) 865-2010 
Fax:     (530) 865-1870 
Email:   
 

 

Christobal C. Devers 
Chairman 
Pauma/Yuima Band of Mission Indians 
Pauma Valley, CA 92061 
Phone: (760) 742-1289 
Fax:     (760) 742-3422 
Email:   
 

 

Mark  Macarro 
Chairman 
Pechanga Band of Mission Indians 
Temecula, CA 92593 
Phone: (951) 676-2768 
Fax:     (951) 695-1778 
Email:   
 

Joyce  Burel 
Chairperson 
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians 
Coarsegold, CA 93614 
Phone: (559) 683-6633 
Fax:     (559) 683-0599 
Email:   
 

 

Leona  Williams 
Chairperson 
Pinoleville Reservation 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
Phone: (707) 463-1454 
Fax:     (707) 463-6601 
Email:  tadmin@pinoleville.org 
 

 

Jessica  Jim 
Chairperson 
Pit River Tribal Council 
Burney, CA 96013 
Phone: (530) 335-5421 
Fax:     (530) 335-3140 
Email:   
 

Salvador  Rosales 
Chairman 
Potter Valley Tribe 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
Phone: (707) 462-1213 
Fax:     (707) 462-1240 
Email:   
 

 

Aaron  Peters 
Chairman 
Quartz Valley Reservation 
Fort Jones, CA 96032 
Phone: (530) 468-5907 
Fax:     (530) 468-5908 
Email:   
 

 

Manuel  Hamilton 
Chairman 
Ramona Band of Mission Indians 
Anza, CA 92539 
Phone: (951) 763-4105 
Fax:     (951) 763-4325 
Email:   
 

Barbara  Murphy 
Chairman 
Redding Rancheria 
Redding, CA 96001 
Phone: (530) 225-8979 
Fax:     (530) 241-1879 
Email:   
 

 

Elizabeth  Hansen 
Chairperson 
Redwood Valley Reservation 
Redwood Valley, CA 95470 
Phone: (707) 485-0361 
Fax:     (707) 485-5726 
Email:   
 

 

Rick  Dowd 
Chairman 
Resighini Rancheria 
Klamath, CA 95548 
Phone: (707) 482-2431 
Fax:     (707) 482-3425 
Email:   
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John  Currier 
Chairman 
Rincon Band of Mission Indians 
Valley Center, CA 92082 
Phone: (760) 749-1051 
Fax:     (760) 749-8901 
Email:   
 

 

Clara  Wilson 
Chairperson 
Robinson Rancheria 
Nice, CA 95464 
Phone: (707) 275-0527 
Fax:     (707) 275-0235 
Email:   
 

 

Shannon  Barney 
President 
Round Valley Reservation 
Covelo, CA 95428 
Phone: (707) 983-6126 
Fax:     (707) 983-6128 
Email:   
 

Paula  Lorenzo 
Chairperson 
Rumsey Rancheria 
Brooks, CA 95606 
Phone: (530) 796-3400 
Fax:     (530) 796-2143 
Email:   
 

 

Deron  Marquez 
Chairman 
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
Patton, CA 92369 
Phone: (909) 864-8933 
Fax:     (909) 864-3370 
Email:   
 

 

Allen E. Lawson 
Spokesman 
San Pasqual Band of Diegueno Indians 
Valley Center, CA 92082-0365 
Phone: (760) 749-3200 
Fax:     (760) 749-3876 
Email:   
 

John  Marcus 
Vice-Chairman 
Santa Rosa Band of Mission Indians 
Hemet, CA 92546 
Phone: (951) 658-5311 
Fax:     (951) 658-6733 
Email:   
 

 

Clarence  Atwell 
Chairman 
Santa Rosa Rancheria 
Lemoore, CA 93245 
Phone: (559) 924-1278 
Fax:     (559) 924-3583 
Email:   
 

 

Vincent  Armenta 
Chairman 
Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians 
Santa Ynez, CA 93460 
Phone: (805) 688-7997 
Fax:     (805) 686-9578 
Email:   
 

Johnny  Hernandez 
Spokesman 
Santa Ysabel Band of Mission Indians 
Santa Ysabel, CA 92070 
Phone: (760) 765-0846 
Fax:     (760) 765-0320 
Email:   
 

 

Donald  Arnold 
Chairperson 
Scotts Valley Rancheria 
Kelseyville, CA 95451-8887 
Phone: (707) 277-8870 
Fax:     (707) 277-8874 
Email:   
 

 

Michael  Fitzgerral 
Chairman 
Sherwood Valley Rancheria 
Willits, CA 95490 
Phone: (707) 459-9690 
Fax:     (707) 459-6936 
Email:   
 

Nicholas H. Fonseca 
Chairman 
Shingle Springs Rancheria 
Shingle Springs, CA 95682 
Phone: (530) 676-8010 
Fax:     (530) 676-8033 
Email:  maidu10@hotmail.com 
 

 

Kara L. Miller 
Chairperson 
Smith River Rancheria 
Smith River, CA 95567 
Phone: (707) 487-9255 
Fax:     (707) 487-0930 
Email:   
 

 

Robert  Salgado 
Spokesman 
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
San Jacinto, CA 92581 
Phone: (909) 654-2765 
Fax:     (909) 654-4198 
Email:   
 

Eric  Wilder 
Chairman 
Stewarts Point Rancheria 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Phone: (707) 591-0580 
Fax:     (707) 591-0583 
Email:  tribalofc@stewartspointrancheria.com 
 

 

Stacy  Dixon 
Chairman 
Susanville Indian Rancheria 
Susanville, CA 96130 
Phone: (530) 257-6264 
Fax:     (530) 257-7986 
Email:  sirto@thegrid.net 
 

 

Daniel  Tucker 
Spokesman 
Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation 
El Cajon, CA 92021 
Phone: (619) 445-2613 
Fax:     (619) 445-1927 
Email:   
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Leanne  Walker-Grant 
Chairperson 
Table Mountain Rancheria 
23736 Sky Harbour Road 
Friant, CA 93626 
Phone: (559) 822-2587 
Fax:     (559) 822-2693 
Email:   
 

 

Joe  Kennedy 
Chairman 
Timbi-sha Shoshone Tribe 
Bishop, CA 93514 
Phone: (760) 873-9003 
Fax:     (760) 873-9004 
Email:  Timbisha@aol.com 
 

 

Raymond  Torres 
Chairman 
Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
Thermal, CA 92274 
Phone: (760) 397-0300 
Fax:     (760) 397-8146 
Email:   
 

Garth  Sundberg 
Chairperson 
Trinidad Rancheria 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
Phone: (707) 677-0211 
Fax:     (707) 677-3921 
Email:   
 

 

Neil  Peyron 
Chairperson 
Tule River Reservation 
Porterville, CA 93258 
Phone: (559) 781-4271 
Fax:     (559) 781-4610 
Email:   
 

 

Kevin  Day 
Chairman 
Tuolumne Rancheria 
Tuolumne, CA 95379 
Phone: (209) 928-3475 
Fax:     (209) 928-1677 
Email:   
 

Dean  Mike 
Spokesman 
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians 
Coachella, CA 92236 
Phone: (760) 863-2444 
Fax:     (760) 863-2449 
Email:   
 

 

Jessica  Tavares 
President 
United Auburn Indian Community 
Rocklin, CA 95765 
Phone: (916) 663-3720 
Fax:     (916) 663-3727 
Email:   
 

 

Anthony  Pico 
Chairman 
Viejas Band of Mission Indians 
Alpine, CA 91903 
Phone: (619) 445-3810 
Fax:     (619) 445-5337 
Email:   
 

Mahlon  Machado 
Chairman 
Woodfords Community Council 
Markleeville, CA 96120 
Phone: (530) 694-2170 
Fax:     (530) 694-1890 
Email:   
 

 

Cheryl A. Seidner 
Chairperson 
Wiyot Tribe 
Loleta, CA 95551 
Phone: (707) 733-5055 
Fax:     (707) 733-5601 
Email:   
 

 

Howard  McConnell 
Chairman 
Yurok Tribe 
Klamath, CA 95548 
Phone: (707) 482-1350 
Fax:     (707) 482-1377 
Email:   
 

Clement  Frost 
Chairman 
Southern Ute Tribe 
Ignacio, CO 81137 
Phone: (970) 563-0100 
Fax:     (970) 563-0396 
Email:   
 

 

Selwyn  Whiteskunk 
Chairman 
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
Towaoc, CO 81334-0248 
Phone: (970) 565-3751 
Fax:     (970) 565-7412 
Email:   
 

 

Michael J. Thomas 
Chairman 
Mashantucket Pequot Tribe 
2 Matt's Path 
Mashantucket, CT 06338 
Phone: (860) 396-6554 
Fax:     (860) 396-6288 
Email:   
 

Mark F. Brown 
Chairman 
Mohegan Indian Tribe 
Uncasville, CT 06382 
Phone: (860) 862-6100 
Fax:     (860) 862-6153 
Email:  ctodd@moheganmail.com 
 

 

Billy  Cypress 
Chairman 
Miccosukee Indian Tribe 
Tamiami Station 
Miami, FL 33144 
Phone: (305) 223-8380 
Fax:     (305) 223-1011 
Email:   
 

 

Mitchell  Cypress 
Chairman 
Seminole Indian Tribe 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
Phone: (954) 966-6300 
Fax:     (954) 967-3463 
Email:   
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Homer  Bear 
Chairman 
Sac & Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa 
Tama, IA 52339-9629 
Phone: (641) 484-4678 
Fax:     (641) 484-5424 
Email:   
 

 

Chief J. Allan 
Chairman 
Coeur d'Alene Tribal Council 
850 A Street 
Plummer, ID 83851 
Phone: (208) 686-1800 
Fax:     (208) 686-1182 
Email:   
 

 

Blaine  Edmo 
Chairman 
Fort Hall Business Council 
Fort Hall, ID 83203-0306 
Phone: (208) 478-3700 
Fax:     (208) 237-0797 
Email:   
 

Gary  Aitken 
Chairman 
Kootenai Tribal Council 
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805-1269 
Phone: (208) 267-3519 
Fax:     (208) 267-2960 
Email:   
 

 

Rebecca  Miles 
Chairman 
Nez Perce Tribal Executive Committee 
Lapwai, ID 83540-0305 
Phone: (208) 843-2253 
Fax:     (208) 843-7354 
Email:   
 

 

Gwen  Davis 
Chairperson 
Northwestern Band of Shoshoni Nation 
Pocatello, ID 83204-3016 
Phone: (208) 478-5712 
Fax:     (208) 478-5713 
Email:   
 

Leon  Campbell 
Chairman 
Iowa Tribe of Kansas & Nebraska 
White Cloud, KS 66094 
Phone: (785) 595-3258 
Fax:     (785) 595-6610 
Email:   
 

 

Steve  Cadue 
Chairman 
Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas 
Horton, KS 66439 
Phone: (785) 486-2131 
Fax:     (785) 486-2801 
Email:   
 

 

Zachariah "Zach" Pahmahmie 
Chairman 
Prairie Band of Potawatomi Nation 
Mayetta, KS 66509 
Phone: (785) 966-4000 
Fax:     (785) 966-4002 
Email:   
 

Sandra  Keo 
Chairperson 
Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri 
Reserve, KS 66434 
Phone: (785) 742-7471 
Fax:     (785) 742-3785 
Email:   
 

 

Alton D. LeBlanc 
Chairman 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana 
Charenton, LA 70523 
Phone: (337) 923-4973 
Fax:     (337) 923-6848 
Email:  aleblanc@chitimacha.gov 
 

 

Kevin  Sickey 
Chairman 
Coushatta Indian Tribe 
Elton, LA 70532 
Phone: (337) 584-2261 
Fax:     (337) 584-2998 
Email:   
 

Christine  Norris 
Principal Chief 
Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
Jena, LA 71342 
Phone: (318) 992-2717 
Fax:     (318) 992-8244 
Email:   
 

 

Earl J. Barbry 
Chairman 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribe 
151 Melacon Drive 
Marksville, LA 71351 
Phone: (318) 253-9767 
Fax:     (318) 253-9791 
Email:  pat_foster@tunica.org 
 

 

Donald  Widdiss 
Chairperson 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head / Aquinnah 
Aquinnah, MA 02535-1546 
Phone: (508) 645-9265 
Fax:     (508) 645-3790 
Email:  chairprs@wampanoagtribe.net 
 

William  Phillips 
Chief 
Aroostook Band of Micmacs 
Presque Isle, ME 04769 
Phone: (207) 764-1972 
Fax:     (207) 764-7667 
Email:   
 

 

Brenda  Commander 
Tribal Chief 
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians 
Littleton, ME 04730 
Phone: (207) 532-4273 
Fax:     (207) 532-2660 
Email:  Tribal-chief@maliseets.com 
 

 

Robert  Newell 
Governor 
Passamaquoddy Tribe - Indian Township 
Reservation 
Princeton, ME 04668 
Phone: (207) 796-2301 
Fax:     (207) 796-5256 
Email:   
 



 44

Melvin  Francis 
Governor 
Passamaquoddy Tribe - Pleasant Point 
Reservation 
Perry, ME 04667 
Phone: (207) 853-2600 
Fax:     (207) 853-6039 
Email:  rickd@wabanaki.com 
 

 

James  Sappier 
Chief 
Penobscot Indian Nation 
Indian Island, ME 04468 
Phone: (207) 827-7776 
Fax:     (207) 827-6042 
Email:  Bkimball@Penobscotnation.org 
 

 

Jeffrey D. Parker 
President 
Bay Mills Indian Community 
Brimley, MI 49715 
Phone: (906) 248-3241 
Fax:     (906) 248-3283 
Email:   
 

Robert  Kewaygoshkum 
Chairman 
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians 
Suttons Bay, MI 49682 
Phone: (231) 271-3538 
Fax:     (231) 271-4861 
Email:   
 

 

Kenneth  Meshigaud 
Chairperson 
Hannahville Indian Community 
Wilson, MI 49896-9728 
Phone: (906) 466-2934 
Fax:     (906) 466-2933 
Email:   
 

 

Laura  Spurr 
Chairperson 
Huron Potawatomi, Inc. 
Fulton, MI 49052 
Phone: (269) 729-5151 
Fax:     (269) 729-5920 
Email:   
 

Susan J. LaFernier 
President 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
Baraga, MI 49908 
Phone: (906) 353-6623 
Fax:     (906) 353-7540 
Email:   
 

 

James  Williams 
Chairman 
Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians 
East 23968 Pow Wow Trail 
Watersmeet, MI 49969 
Phone: (906) 358-4577 
Fax:     (906) 358-4785 
Email:   

 

Lee  Sprague 
Ogema 
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians 
Manistee, MI 49660 
Phone: (231) 723-8288 
Fax:     (231) 723-3270 
Email:   
 

Frank  Ettawageshik 
President 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 
Phone: (231) 242-1404 
Fax:     (231) 242-1414 
Email:  FEttawageshik@LTBBOdawa.org 
 

 

David K. Sprague 
Chairperson 
Match-e-be-nash-she-wish Band of Pottawatomi 
Indians of Michigan 
1743 142nd Avenue 
Dorr, MI 49323 
Phone: (616) 681-8830 
Fax:     (616) 681-8836 
Email:   

 

John A. Miller 
Chairperson 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
58620 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone: (269) 782-6323 
Fax:     (269) 782-9625 
Email:   
 

Audrey  Falcon 
Chief 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Phone: (989) 775-4000 
Fax:     (989) 772-3508 
Email:   
 

 

Aaron  Payment 
Chairperson 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians of 
Michigan 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
Phone: (906) 635-6050 
Fax:     (906) 635-4969 
Email:   
 

 

Ann  Larsen 
President 
Lower Sioux Indian Community of Minnesota 
39527 Res Highway 1 
Morton, MN 56270 
Phone: (507) 697-6185 
Fax:     (507) 637-4380 
Email:   
 

Norman  DesChampe 
President 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
Phone: (218) 335-8581 
Fax:     (218) 335-8496 
Email:   
 

 

Kevin  Leecy 
Chairman 
Bois Forte Reservation Business Committee 
Nett Lake, MN 55772 
Phone: (218) 757-3261 
Fax:     (218) 757-3312 
Email:   
 

 

Peter  Defoe 
Chairman 
Fond du Lac Reservation Business Committee 
Fond du Lac Center 
Cloquet, MN 55720 
Phone: (218) 879-4593 
Fax:     (218) 879-4146 
Email:   
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Norman  DesChampe 
Chairman 
Grand Portage Reservation Business Committee 
Grand Portage, MN 55605 
Phone: (218) 475-2277 
Fax:     (218) 475-2284 
Email:   
 

 

George  Goggleye 
Chairman 
Leech Lake Reservation Business Committee 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
Phone: (218) 335-8200 
Fax:     (218) 335-8309 
Email:   
 

 

Melanie A. Benjamin 
Chief Executive 
Mille Lacs Band Assembly 
Onamia, MN 56359 
Phone: (320) 532-4181 
Fax:     (320) 532-4209 
Email:   
 

Erma  Vizenor 
Chairman 
White Earth Reservation Business Committee 
White Earth, MN 56591 
Phone: (218) 983-3285 
Fax:     (218) 983-3641 
Email:   
 

 

Doreen  Hagen 
President 
Prairie Island Indian Community 
Welch, MN 55089 
Phone: (651) 385-2554 
Fax:     (651) 388-1576 
Email:   
 

 

Floyd  Jourdain 
Chairman 
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians of 
Minnesota 
Red Lake, MN 56671 
Phone: (218) 679-3341 
Fax:     (218) 679-3378 
Email:   
 

Stanley R. Crooks 
Chairman 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community of 
Minnesota 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 
Phone: (952) 445-8900 
Fax:     (952) 445-8906 
Email:  bcadmin@ccsmdc.org 
 

 

Kevin  Jensvold 
Chairman 
Upper Sioux Community of Minnesota 
Granite Falls, MN 56241-0147 
Phone: (320) 564-2360 
Fax:     (320) 564-4482 
Email:   
 

 

Charles D. Enyart 
Chief 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Seneca, MO 64865 
Phone: (918) 666-2435 
Fax:     (918) 666-2186 
Email:   
 

Phillip  Martin 
Chief 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
Phone: (601) 650-1501 
Fax:     (601) 656-1992 
Email:   
 

 

William  Talks About 
Chairman 
Blackfeet Tribal Business Council 
Browning, MT 59417 
Phone: (406) 338-7276 
Fax:     (406) 338-7530 
Email:   
 

 

John "Chance" Houle 
Chairman 
Chippewa Cree Business Committee 
Box Elder, MT 59521 
Phone: (406) 395-4282 
Fax:     (406) 395-4497 
Email:   
 

Carl  Venne 
Chairman 
Crow Tribal Council 
Crow Agency, MT 59022 
Phone: (406) 638-2601 
Fax:     (406) 638-2380 
Email:   
 

 

Julia  Doney 
President 
Fort Belknap Community Council 
Harlem, MT 59526 
Phone: (406) 353-2205 
Fax:     (406) 353-4541 
Email:   
 

 

Ray Kay Eder 
Chairman 
Fort Peck Tribal Executive Board 
Poplar, MT 59255 
Phone: (406) 768-5155 
Fax:     (406) 768-5478 
Email:   
 

Eugene  Littlecoyote 
President 
Northern Cheyenne Tribal Council 
Lame Deer, MT 59043 
Phone: (406) 477-6284 
Fax:     (406) 477-6210 
Email:   
 

 

Fred  Matt 
Chairman 
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, Tribal 
Council 
Pablo, MT 59855 
Phone: (406) 675-2700 
Fax:     (406) 675-2806 
Email:  csktadmn@ronan.net 
 

 

Michell  Hicks 
Principal Chief 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Qualla Boundary 
Cherokee, NC 28719 
Phone: (828) 497-2771 
Fax:     (828) 497-7007 
Email:   
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Carl  Walking Eagle 
Vice-Chairman 
Spirit Lake Tribal Council 
Fort Totten, ND 58335 
Phone: (701) 766-4626 
Fax:     (701) 766-4126 
Email:   
 

 

Charles W. Murphy 
Chairman 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribal Council 
Fort Yates, ND 58538 
Phone: (701) 854-8500 
Fax:     (701) 854-7299 
Email:   
 

 

Tex  Hall 
Chairman 
Three Affiliated Tribes Business Council 
New Town, ND 58763 
Phone: (701) 627-4781 
Fax:     (701) 627-4748 
Email:   
 

Walt  Moran 
Chairman 
Board of Directors, Trenton Indian Service Area 
Trenton, ND 58853 
Phone: (701) 572-8316 
Fax:     (701) 572-0124 
Email:   
 

 

Kenneth  Davis 
Chairman 
Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa 
Belcourt, ND 58316 
Phone: (701) 477-2600 
Fax:     (701) 477-6836 
Email:   
 

 

Orville  Cayou 
Chairman 
Omaha Tribal Council 
Macy, NE 68039 
Phone: (402) 837-5391 
Fax:     (402) 837-5308 
Email:   
 

Mark  Peniska 
Chairman 
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
Phone: (402) 857-3391 
Fax:     (402) 857-3736 
Email:   
 

 

Roger  Trudell 
Chairman 
Santee Sioux Nation 
Niobrara, NE 68760-7219 
Phone: (402) 857-2772 
Fax:     (402) 857-2779 
Email:   
 

 

John  Blackhawk 
Chairman 
Winnebago Tribal Council 
Winnebago, NE 68071 
Phone: (402) 878-2272 
Fax:     (402) 878-2963 
Email:   
 

Levi  Pesata 
President 
Jicarilla Apache Nation 
Dulce, NM 87528 
Phone: (505) 759-3242 
Fax:     (505) 759-3005 
Email:   
 

 

Mark R. Chino 
President 
Mescalero Apache Tribe 
Mescalero, NM 88340 
Phone: (505) 464-4494 
Fax:     (505) 464-9191 
Email:   
 

 

Raymond J. Concho 
Governor 
Pueblo of Acoma 
Acoma, NM 87034 
Phone: (505) 552-6604 
Fax:     (505) 552-7204 
Email:   
 

Leonard  Trujillo 
Governor 
Pueblo of Cochiti 
Cochiti, NM 87072 
Phone: (505) 465-2244 
Fax:     (505) 465-1135 
Email:   
 

 

Robert  Benavides 
Governor 
Pueblo of Isleta 
Isleta, NM 87022 
Phone: (505) 869-3111 
Fax:     (505) 869-4236 
Email:   
 

 

Michael  Toledo 
Governor 
Pueblo of Jemez 
Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024 
Phone: (505) 834-7359 
Fax:     (505) 834-7331 
Email:   
 

Roland E. Johnson 
Governor 
Pueblo of Laguna 
Laguna, NM 87026- 
Phone: (505) 552-6654 
Fax:     (505) 552-6941 
Email:   
 

 

Tom F. Talache 
Governor 
Pueblo of Nambe 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Phone: (505) 455-2036 
Fax:     (505) 455-2038 
Email:   
 

 

Richard  Mermejo 
Governor 
Pueblo of Picuris 
Penasco, NM 87553 
Phone: (505) 587-2519 
Fax:     (505) 587-1071 
Email:   
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George  Rivera 
Governor 
Pueblo of Pojoaque 
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
Phone: (505) 455-2278 
Fax:     (505) 455-3363 
Email:   
 

 

Jimmie  Cimarron 
Governor 
Pueblo of San Felipe 
San Felipe Pueblo, NM 87001 
Phone: (505) 867-3381 
Fax:     (505) 867-3383 
Email:   
 

 

Dale  Martinez 
Governor 
Pueblo of San Ildefonso 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Phone: (505) 455-2273 
Fax:     (505) 455-7351 
Email:   
 

Joe  Garcia 
Governor 
Pueblo of San Juan 
San Juan Pueblo, NM 87566 
Phone: (505) 852-4400 
Fax:     (505) 852-4820 
Email:   
 

 

Stuwart  Paisano 
Governor 
Pueblo of Sandia 
Bernalillo, NM 87004 
Phone: (505) 867-3317 
Fax:     (505) 867-9235 
Email:   
 

 

Lawrence  Montoya 
Governor 
Pueblo of Santa Ana 
Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004 
Phone: (505) 867-3301 
Fax:     (505) 867-3395 
Email:   
 

Joseph Bruce Tafoya 
Governor 
Pueblo of Santa Clara 
Espanola, NM 87532 
Phone: (505) 753-7330 
Fax:     (505) 753-5375 
Email:   
 

 

Everett  Chavez 
Governor 
Pueblo of Santo Domingo 
Santo Domingo Pueblo, NM 87052 
Phone: (505) 465-2214 
Fax:     (505) 465-2688 
Email:   
 

 

Ruben  Romero 
Governor 
Pueblo of Taos 
Taos, NM 87571 
Phone: (505) 758-9593 
Fax:     (505) 758-4604 
Email:   
 

Mark  Mitchell 
Governor 
Pueblo of Tesuque 
Santa Fe, NM 87506-2632 
Phone: (505) 982-2667 
Fax:     (505) 982-2331 
Email:   
 

 

Teofilo  Pino 
Governor 
Pueblo of Zia 
Zia Pueblo, NM 87053-6013 
Phone: (505) 867-3304 
Fax:     (505) 867-3308 
Email:   
 

 

Arlen  Quetawki 
Governor 
Pueblo of Zuni 
Zuni, NM 87327 
Phone: (505) 782-7021 
Fax:     (505) 782-7202 
Email:   
 

Leo L. Pino 
President 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah, NM 87321 
Phone: (505) 775-7130 
Fax:     (505) 775-7137 
Email:   
 

 

Jerry  Millett 
Chairman 
Duckwater Tribal Council 
Duckwater, NV 89314 
Phone: (775) 863-0227 
Fax:     (775) 863-0301 
Email:   
 

 

Diana  Buckner 
Chairperson 
Ely Shoshone Tribe 
Ely, NV 89301 
Phone: (775) 289-3013 
Fax:     (775) 289-3156 
Email:   
 

Alvin  Moyle 
Chairman 
Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribal Business Council 
Fallon, NV 89406-9159 
Phone: (775) 423-6075 
Fax:     (775) 423-5202 
Email:   
 

 

Karen  Crutcher 
Chairperson 
Fort McDermitt Tribal Council 
McDermitt, NV 89421 
Phone: (775) 532-8259 
Fax:     (775) 532-8903 
Email:   
 

 

Alfreda L. Mitre 
Chairperson 
Las Vegas Tribal Council 
Las Vegas, NV 89106 
Phone: (702) 386-3926 
Fax:     (702) 383-4019 
Email:   
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Glenn  Wasson 
Chairman 
Lovelock Tribal Council 
Lovelock, NV 89419 
Phone: (775) 273-7861 
Fax:     (775) 273-1144 
Email:   
 

 

Phil  Swain 
Chairman 
Moapa Business Council 
Moapa, NV 89025-0340 
Phone: (702) 865-2787 
Fax:     (702) 865-2875 
Email:   
 

 

Norman  Harry 
Chairman 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Council 
Nixon, NV 89424 
Phone: (775) 574-1000 
Fax:     (775) 574-1008 
Email:   
 

Arlan D. Melendez 
Chairman 
Reno-Sparks Tribal Council 
Reno, NV 89502 
Phone: (775) 329-2936 
Fax:     (775) 329-8710 
Email:   
 

 

Terry  Gibson 
Chairman 
Shoshone-Paiute Business Council 
Owyhee, NV 89832 
Phone: (208) 759-3100 
Fax:     (208) 759-3103 
Email:   
 

 

Robyn  Burdette 
Chairperson 
Summit Lake Paiute Council 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 
Phone: (775) 623-5151 
Fax:     (775) 623-0558 
Email:   
 

Hugh  Stevens 
Chairman 
Te-Moak Tribe of Western Shoshone 
Elko, NV 89801 
Phone: (775) 738-9251 
Fax:     (775) 738-2345 
Email:   
 

 

Joseph  Holley 
Chairman 
Battle Mountain Band Council 
Battle Mountain, NV 89820 
Phone: (775) 635-2004 
Fax:     (775) 635-8016 
Email:   
 

 

Hugh  Stevens 
Chairman 
Elko Band Council 
Elko, NV 89801 
Phone: (775) 738-8889 
Fax:     (775) 753-5439 
Email:   
 

Ronnie L. Woods 
Chairman 
South Fork Band Council 
Spring Creek, NV 89815 
Phone: (775) 744-4273 
Fax:     (775) 744-4523 
Email:   
 

 

Chairperson 
Wells Band Council 
Wells, NV 89835 
Phone: (775) 752-3045 
Fax:     (775) 752-2177 
Email:   
 

 

Laurie A. Thom 
Chairperson 
Walker River Paiute Tribal Council 
Schurz, NV 89427 
Phone: (775) 773-2306 
Fax:     (775) 773-2585 
Email:   
 

A. Brian  Wallace 
Chairman 
Washoe Tribal Council 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 
Phone: (775) 265-4191 
Fax:     (775) 265-6240 
Email:   
 

 

Warner Gary Nevers 
Chairman 
Carson Community Council 
Carson City, NV 89703 
Phone: (775) 883-6459 
Fax:     (775) 883-6467 
Email:   
 

 

Anthony  Smokey 
Chairman 
Dresslerville Community Council 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 
Phone: (775) 265-5645 
Fax:     (775) 265-3897 
Email:   
 

Wanda  Batchelor 
Chairperson 
Stewart Community Council 
Carson City, NV 89701 
Phone: (775) 883-7794 
Fax:     (775) 883-5679 
Email:   
 

 

Chairman 
Winnemucca Tribal Council 
Winnemucca, NV 89446 
Phone:  
Fax:      
Email:   
 

 

Wayne M. Garcia 
Chairman 
Yerington Paiute Tribe 
Yerington, NV 89447 
Phone: (775) 883-3895 
Fax:     (775) 463-2416 
Email:   
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Lisa  Cagle 
Chairperson 
Yomba Tribal Council 
Austin, NV 89310 
Phone: (775) 964-2463 
Fax:     (775) 964-2443 
Email:   
 

 

Clint  Half Town 
Chief 
Cayuga Nation 
Versailles, NY 14168 
Phone: (716) 532-4847 
Fax:     (716) 532-5417 
Email:   
 

 

Ray  Halbritter 
Nation Representative 
Oneida Indian Nation 
Verona, NY 13478 
Phone: (315) 361-7633 
Fax:     (315) 361-7619 
Email:  sbarbano@oneida-nation.org 
 

Irving  Powless 
Chief 
Onondaga Indian Nation 
Nedrow, NY 13120 
Phone: (315) 492-4210 
Fax:     (315) 469-1725 
Email:   
 

 

Jim  Ransom 
Chief 
St. Regis Band of Mohawk Indians 
Akwesasne, NY 13655 
Phone: (518) 358-2272 
Fax:     (518) 358-4519 
Email:  POT@westelcom.com 
 

 

Barry E. Snyder 
President 
Seneca Nation of Indians 
Irving, NY 14081 
Phone: (716) 532-4900 
Fax:     (716) 532-9132 
Email:   
 

Emerson  Webster 
Chief 
Tonawanda Band of Seneca 
Basom, NY 14013 
Phone: (716) 542-4244 
Fax:     (716) 542-4244 
Email:   
 

 

Leo R. Henry 
Chief 
Tuscarora Nation 
Via: Lewistown, NY 14092 
Phone: (716) 622-7061 
Fax:     (716) 297-7355 
Email:   
 

 

Larry  Nuckolls 
Governor 
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
Phone: (405) 275-4030 
Fax:     (405) 275-5637 
Email:   
 

Tarpie  Yargee 
Chief 
Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town 
Wetumka, OK 74883 
Phone: (405) 452-3987 
Fax:     (405) 452-3968 
Email:   
 

 

Alonzo  Chalepah 
Chairman 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
Phone: (405) 247-9493 
Fax:     (405) 247-3153 
Email:   
 

 

LaRue  Parker 
Chairwoman 
Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 
Binger, OK 73009 
Phone: (405) 656-2344 
Fax:     (405) 656-2892 
Email:   
 

Chadwick  Smith 
Principal Chief 
Cherokee Nation 
Tahlequah, OK 74465 
Phone: (918) 456-0671 
Fax:     (918) 458-5580 
Email:   
 

 

William  Blind 
Interim Chairman 
Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma 
Concho, OK 73022 
Phone: (405) 262-0345 
Fax:     (405) 422-1184 
Email:   
 

 

Bill  Anoatubby 
Governor 
Chickasaw Nation 
Ada, OK 74821 
Phone: (580) 436-2603 
Fax:     (580) 436-4287 
Email:   
 

Gregory E. Pyle 
Chief 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
Durant, OK 74702 
Phone: (580) 924-8280 
Fax:     (580) 924-1150 
Email:   
 

 

John  Barrett 
Chairman 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
Phone: (405) 275-3121 
Fax:     (405) 275-0198 
Email:   
 

 

Wallace  Coffey 
Chairman 
Comanche Nation 
Lawton, OK 73502 
Phone: (580) 492-4988 
Fax:     (580) 492-3796 
Email:   
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Edgar  French 
President 
Delaware Nation 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
Phone: (405) 247-2448 
Fax:     (405) 247-9393 
Email:   
 

 

Raymond  Cline 
Trust Board Chairman 
Delaware Trust Board 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 
Phone: (918) 336-5272 
Fax:     (918) 336-5513 
Email:   
 

 

Jeff  Houser 
Chairman 
Fort Sill Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
Apache, OK 73006 
Phone: (580) 588-2298 
Fax:     (580) 588-3133 
Email:   
 

Emily Bernadette Huber 
Chairperson 
Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 
Perkins, OK 74059 
Phone: (405) 547-2402 
Fax:     (405) 547-5294 
Email:   
 

 

Guy Gene Munroe 
Chairperson 
Kaw Nation 
Kaw City, OK 74641 
Phone: (580) 269-2552 
Fax:     (580) 269-2301 
Email:   
 

 

Amos  Crowels 
Town King 
Kialegee Tribal Town 
Wetumka, OK 74883 
Phone: (405) 452-3262 
Fax:     (405) 452-3413 
Email:   
 

Tony  Salazar 
Chairman 
Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 
McCloud, OK 74851 
Phone: (405) 964-2075 
Fax:     (405) 964-2745 
Email:   
 

 

Billy E. Horse 
Chairman 
Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma 
Carnegie, OK 73015 
Phone: (580) 654-2300 
Fax:     (580) 654-2188 
Email:   
 

 

Floyd E. Leonard 
Chief 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
Miami, OK 74355 
Phone: (918) 542-1445 
Fax:     (918) 542-7260 
Email:   
 

Bill Gene Follis 
Chief 
Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma 
Miami, OK 74354 
Phone: (918) 542-1190 
Fax:     (918) 542-5415 
Email:   
 

 

A.D.  Ellis 
Principal Chief 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Okmulgee, OK 74447 
Phone: (918) 756-8700 
Fax:     (918) 756-2911 
Email:   
 

 

Jim Roan Gray 
Principal Chief 
Osage Tribal Council 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 
Phone: (918) 287-5432 
Fax:     (918) 287-2257 
Email:   
 

C. Michael  Harwell 
Chairman 
Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Indians 
Red Rock, OK 74651 
Phone: (580) 723-4434 
Fax:     (580) 723-4273 
Email:   
 

 

Charles  Todd 
Chief 
Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma 
Miami, OK 74355 
Phone: (918) 540-1536 
Fax:     (918) 542-3214 
Email:   
 

 

George E. Howell 
President 
Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma 
Pawnee, OK 74058 
Phone: (918) 762-3621 
Fax:     (918) 762-6446 
Email:   
 

John P. Froman 
Chief 
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Miami, OK 74355 
Phone: (918) 540-2535 
Fax:     (918) 540-2538 
Email:   
 

 

Dan  Jones 
Chairman 
Ponca Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Ponca City, OK 74601 
Phone: (580) 762-8104 
Fax:     (580) 762-2743 
Email:   
 

 

John  Berrey 
Chairman 
Quapaw Tribal Business Committee 
Quapaw, OK 74363 
Phone: (918) 542-1853 
Fax:     (918) 542-4694 
Email:   
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Kay  Rhoads 
Principal Chief 
Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma 
Stroud, OK 74079 
Phone: (918) 968-3526 
Fax:     (918) 968-4837 
Email:   
 

 

Kenneth  Chambers 
Principal Chief 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
Wewoka, OK 74884 
Phone: (405) 257-6287 
Fax:     (405) 257-6205 
Email:   
 

 

LeRoy  Howard 
Chief 
Seneca-Cayuga Tribe of Oklahoma 
Miami, OK 74355 
Phone: (918) 542-6609 
Fax:     (918) 542-3684 
Email:   
 

Ron  Sparkman 
Chairman 
Shawnee Tribe 
Miami, OK 74355 
Phone: (918) 542-2441 
Fax:     (918) 542-2922 
Email:   
 

 

Louis  McGertt 
Town King 
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
Okemah, OK 74859 
Phone: (918) 623-2620 
Fax:     (918) 623-1810 
Email:   
 

 

Anthony  Street 
President 
Tonkawa Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Tonkawa, OK 74653 
Phone: (580) 628-2561 
Fax:     (580) 628-3375 
Email:   
 

George  Wickliffe 
Chief 
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tahlequah, OK 74465 
Phone: (918) 431-1818 
Fax:     (918) 431-1873 
Email:   
 

 

Gary  McAdams 
President 
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
Phone: (405) 247-2425 
Fax:     (405) 247-2430 
Email:  wtep@tanet.net 
 

 

Leaford  Bearskin 
Chief 
Wyandotte Nation 
Wyandotte, OK 74370 
Phone: (918) 678-2297 
Fax:     (918) 678-2944 
Email:   
 

Barbara  Sam 
Chairman 
Burns Paiute Tribe, General Council 
Burns, OR 97720 
Phone: (541) 573-2088 
Fax:     (541) 573-2323 
Email:   
 

 

Ron  Brainard 
Chairman 
Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and 
Siuslaw Indians 
Coos Bay, OR 97420 
Phone: (541) 888-9577 
Fax:     (541) 888-5388 
Email:   
 

 

Ed  Metcalf 
Chairman 
Coquille Indian Tribe 
3050 Tremont Street 
North Bend, OR 97549 
Phone: (541) 756-0904 
Fax:     (541) 756-0847 
Email:   
 

Sue  Shaffer 
Chairperson 
Cow Creek Government Offices 
Roseburg, OR 97470-1338 
Phone: (541) 672-9405 
Fax:     (541) 673-0432 
Email:   
 

 

Cheryl  Kennedy 
Chairperson 
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
Community of Oregon 
Grand Ronde, OR 97347-0038 
Phone: (503) 879-5211 
Fax:     (503) 879-5964 
Email:   
 

 

Allen  Foreman 
Chairman 
Klamath General Council 
Chiloquin, OR 97624-0436 
Phone: (541) 783-2219 
Fax:     (541) 783-2029 
Email:   
 

Delores  Pigsley 
Chairman 
Siletz Tribal Council 
Siletz, OR 97380-0549 
Phone: (800) 922-1399 
Fax:     (541) 444-2307 
Email:   
 

 

Antone  Minthorn 
Chairman 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation 
Pendleton, OR 97801-0638 
Phone: (541) 966-2000 
Fax:     (541) 276-3095 
Email:   
 

 

Ron  Suppah 
Chairman 
Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs 
Reservation, Tribal Council 
Warm Springs, OR 97761-3001 
Phone: (541) 553-1161 
Fax:     (541) 553-1924 
Email:   
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Matthew  Thomas 
Chief Sachem 
Narragansett Indian Tribe 
Charlestown, RI 02813 
Phone: (401) 364-1100 
Fax:     (401) 364-1104 
Email:  mattslaw61@hotmail.com 
 

 

Gilbert  Blue 
Chairman 
Catawba Indian Tribe 
Catawba, SC 29704 
Phone: (803) 366-4792 
Fax:     (803) 366-0629 
Email:  Catawbaone@aol.com 
 

 

Harold  Frazier 
Chairman 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
Eagle Butte, SD 57625 
Phone: (605) 964-4155 
Fax:     (605) 964-4151 
Email:   
 

Duane  Big Eagle 
Chairman 
Crow Creek Sioux Tribal Council 
Fort Thompson, SD 57339 
Phone: (605) 245-2221 
Fax:     (605) 245-2470 
Email:   
 

 

Leonard  Eller 
President 
Flandreau Santee Sioux Executive Committee 
Flandreau, SD 57028 
Phone: (605) 997-3891 
Fax:     (605) 997-3878 
Email:   
 

 

Michael  Jandreau 
Chairman 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Council 
Lower Brule, SD 57548 
Phone: (605) 473-5561 
Fax:     (605) 473-5606 
Email:   
 

Cecelia  Fire Thunder 
President 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Council 
Pine Ridge, SD 57770 
Phone: (605) 867-6074 
Fax:     (605) 867-6076 
Email:   
 

 

Charles  Colombe 
President 
Rosebud Sioux Tribal Council 
Rosebud, SD 57570 
Phone: (605) 747-2381 
Fax:     (605) 747-2905 
Email:   
 

 

James "JC" Crawford 
Chairman 
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate of the Lake Traverse 
Reservation 
Agency Village, SD 57262 
Phone: (605) 698-3911 
Fax:     (605) 698-7907 
Email:   
 

Madonna  Archambeau 
Chairperson 
Yankton Sioux Tribal Business & Claims 
Committee 
Marty, SD 57361 
Phone: (605) 384-3804 
Fax:     (605) 384-5687 
Email:   
 

 

Ronnie  Thomas 
Chairman 
Alabama-Coushatta Tribes of Texas 
Livingston, TX 77351 
Phone: (936) 563-1100 
Fax:     (936) 563-3184 
Email:   
 

 

Juan  Garza 
Chairman 
Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas 
Eagle Pass, TX 78852 
Phone: (830) 773-2105 
Fax:     (830) 757-9228 
Email:   
 

Arturo  Senclair 
Governor 
Ysleta del Sur Pueblo 
El Paso, TX 79917 
Phone: (915) 859-8053 
Fax:     (915) 859-4252 
Email:   
 

 

Rupert  Steele 
Chairman 
Goshute Business Council 
Ibapah, UT 84034 
Phone: (435) 234-1138 
Fax:     (435) 234-1162 
Email:   
 

 

Lora  Tom 
Chairperson 
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah Tribal Council 
Cedar City, UT 84720-2613 
Phone: (435) 586-1112 
Fax:     (435) 586-0896 
Email:   
 

Leon D. Bear 
Chairman, Executive Committee 
Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians 
Salt Lake City, UT 84029 
Phone: (801) 484-4422 
Fax:     (801) 484-5511 
Email:   
 

 

Maxine  Natchee 
Chairperson 
Ute Indian Tribe 
Ft. Duchesne, UT 84026 
Phone: (435) 722-5141 
Fax:     (435) 722-2374 
Email:   
 

 

David  Burnett 
Chairman 
Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation 
Oakville, WA 98568 
Phone: (360) 273-5911 
Fax:     (360) 273-5914 
Email:   
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Joseph A. Pakootas 
Chairperson 
Colville Business Council 
Nespelem, WA 99155-0150 
Phone: (509) 634-2200 
Fax:     (509) 634-4116 
Email:   
 

 

John  Barnett 
Chairman 
Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
1417 - 15th Ave., #5 
Longview, WA 98632-8594 
Phone: (360) 577-8140 
Fax:     (360) 577-7432 
Email:   
 

 

Mary K. Leitka 
Chairwoman 
Hoh Tribal Business Committee 
Forks, WA 98331 
Phone: (360) 374-6582 
Fax:     (360) 374-9788 
Email:   
 

Wm. Ron  Allen 
Chairman 
Jamestown S'Klallam Tribal Council 
Sequim, WA 98382 
Phone: (360) 683-1109 
Fax:     (360) 681-4643 
Email:   
 

 

Glen  Nenema 
Chairman 
Kalispel Business Committee 
Usk, WA 99180-0039 
Phone: (509) 445-1147 
Fax:     (509) 445-1705 
Email:   
 

 

Frances G. Charles 
Chairwoman 
Lower Elwha Tribal  Council 
Port Angeles, WA 98363 
Phone: (360) 452-8471 
Fax:     (360) 452-3428 
Email:   
 

Darrell  Hillaire 
Chairman 
Lummi Indian Business Council 
Bellingham, WA 98226 
Phone: (360) 384-1489 
Fax:     (360) 380-1850 
Email:   
 

 

Ben  Johnson 
Chairman 
Makah Indian Tribal Council 
Neah Bay, WA 98357-0115 
Phone: (360) 645-3236 
Fax:     (360) 645-2788 
Email:  gmsm@olypen.com 
 

 

John  Daniels 
Chairman 
Muckleshoot Tribal Council 
Auburn, WA 98092 
Phone: (253) 939-3311 
Fax:     (253) 939-5311 
Email:   
 

Dorian S. Sanchez 
Chairman 
Nisqually Indian Community Council 
Olympia, WA 98513-9199 
Phone: (360) 456-5221 
Fax:     (360) 438-8618 
Email:   
 

 

Narcisco  Cunanan 
Chairman 
Nooksack Indian Tribal Council 
5016 Deming Road 
Deming, WA 98244-0157 
Phone: (360) 592-5176 
Fax:     (360) 592-2125 
Email:   
 

 

Ronald G. Charles 
Chairman 
Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe 
Kingston, WA 98346 
Phone: (360) 297-2646 
Fax:     (360) 297-7097 
Email:   
 

Herman  Dillon 
Chairman 
Puyallup Tribal Council 
Tacoma, WA 98421 
Phone: (253) 597-6200 
Fax:     (253) 680-5996 
Email:   
 

 

Russell  Woodruff 
Chairman 
Quileute Tribal Council 
LaPush, WA 98350 
Phone: (360) 374-6163 
Fax:     (360) 374-6311 
Email:   
 

 

Pearl  Capoeman-Baller 
President 
Quinault Indian Nation - Business Committee 
Taholah, WA 98587-0189 
Phone: (360) 276-8211 
Fax:     (360) 276-4191 
Email:   
 

Ken  Hansen 
Chairman 
Samish Indian Nation 
1618 D Avenue 
Anacortes, WA 98221 
Phone: (360) 293-6404 
Fax:     (360) 299-0790 
Email:   
 

 

Gloria Y. Green 
Chairperson 
Sauk-Suiattle Tribal Council 
Darrington, WA 98241-9421 
Phone: (360) 436-0131 
Fax:     (360) 436-0242 
Email:   
 

 

Charlene  Nelson 
Chairman 
Shoalwater Bay Tribal Council 
Tokeland, WA 98590-0130 
Phone: (360) 267-6766 
Fax:     (360) 267-6778 
Email:   
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Gordan  James 
Chairman 
Skokomish Tribal Council 
Skokomish Nation, WA 98584 
Phone: (360) 426-4232 
Fax:     (360) 877-5943 
Email:   
 

 

Bill  Sweet 
Chairman 
Snoqualmie Tribal Organization 
Fall City, WA 98024 
Phone: (425) 222-6900 
Fax:     (425) 222-7798 
Email:   
 

 

Greg  Abrahamson 
Chairman 
Spokane Business Council 
Wellpinit, WA 99040-0100 
Phone: (509) 458-6500 
Fax:     (509) 458-6516 
Email:   
 

James L. Peters 
Chairman 
Squaxin Island Tribal Council 
Shelton, WA 98584-9200 
Phone: (360) 426-9781 
Fax:     (360) 426-6577 
Email:   
 

 

Shawn E. Yanity 
Chairman 
Stillaguamish Board of Directors 
Arlington, WA 98223-0277 
Phone: (360) 652-7362 
Fax:     (360) 435-7689 
Email:   
 

 

Leonard  Forsman 
Chairman 
Suquamish Tribal Council 
Suquamish, WA 98392-0498 
Phone: (360) 598-3311 
Fax:     (360) 598-6295 
Email:   
 

M. Brian  Cladoosby 
Chairman 
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 
11404 Moorage Way 
LaConner, WA 98257-0817 
Phone: (360) 466-3163 
Fax:     (360) 466-5309 
Email:   
 

 

Stanley G. Jones 
Chairman 
Tulalip Board of Directors 
Marysville, WA 98271-9715 
Phone: (360) 651-4000 
Fax:     (360) 651-4032 
Email:   
 

 

Marilyn  Scott 
Chairperson 
Upper Skagit Tribal Council 
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284-9739 
Phone: (360) 856-5501 
Fax:     (360) 854-7004 
Email:   
 

Jerry  Meninick 
Chairman 
Yakama Nation 
Toppenish, WA 98948-0151 
Phone: (509) 865-5121 
Fax:     (509) 865-5528 
Email:   
 

 

Donald  Moore 
Chairman 
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians 
Odanah, WI 54861 
Phone: (715) 682-7111 
Fax:     (715) 682-7118 
Email:   
 

 

Harold G. Frank 
Chairman 
Forest County Potawatomi Community of 
Wisconsin 
Crandon, WI 54520 
Phone: (715) 478-2903 
Fax:     (715) 478-5280 
Email:   
 

George R. Lewis 
President 
Ho-Chunk Nation 
Black River Falls, WI 54615 
Phone: (715) 284-9343 
Fax:     (715) 284-9805 
Email:   
 

 

Louis  Taylor 
Chairman 
Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin 
Hayward, WI 54843 
Phone: (715) 634-8934 
Fax:     (715) 634-4797 
Email:   
 

 

Victoria A. Doud 
Tribal President 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin 
Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538 
Phone: (715) 588-3303 
Fax:     (715) 588-7930 
Email:   
 

Michael  Chapman 
Chairman 
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 
W2908 Tribal Office Loop 
Keshena, WI 54135 
Phone: (715) 799-5100 
Fax:     (715) 799-3373 
Email:   
 

 

Cristina  Danforth 
Chairperson 
Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin 
Oneida, WI 54155-0365 
Phone: (800) 236-2214 
Fax:     (920) 869-4040 
Email:   
 

 

Raymond M. DePerry 
Chairman 
Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Indians of Wisconsin 
Bayfield, WI 54814 
Phone: (715) 779-3700 
Fax:     (715) 779-3704 
Email:   
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David  Merrill 
Tribal President 
St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin 
24663 Angeline Avenue 
Hertel, WI 54845 
Phone: (715) 349-2195 
Fax:     (715) 349-5768 
Email:   
 

 

Sandra  Rachal 
Chairperson 
Sokaogon Chippewa  Community 
Mole Lake Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Indians 
Crandon, WI 54520 
Phone: (715) 478-7500 
Fax:     (715) 478-5275 
Email:  sccchair@newnorth.net 

 

Robert  Chicks 
President 
Stockbridge Munsee Community of Wisc
Bowler, WI 54416 
Phone: (715) 793-4111 
Fax:     (715) 793-1307 
Email:   
 

Richard B. Brannon 
Chairman 
Arapaho Business Committee 
Fort Washakie, WY 82514 
Phone: (307) 332-6120 
Fax:     (307) 332-7543 
Email:   
 

 

Ivan D. Posey 
Chairman 
Shoshone Business Committee 
Fort Washakie, WY 82514 
Phone: (307) 332-3532 
Fax:     (307) 332-3055 
Email:   
 

 
Phone:  
Fax:      
Email:   
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Appendix IV 
 

History and Transitions. 
 
We feel it is important to provide a short summary of the extreme transitions the Indian 
people have made due to the settlement of the United States, the struggles that took place 
including the seizures of land and resources, and the resulting legislation.  This history is 
fascinating, probably things you did not know before.  This will hopefully give you more 
information on understanding tribes and make your working relationship better with 
them.   
 
The Expanding Nation:  1607–1819 
Starting with the arrival of Christopher Columbus in 1492, European nations were 
exploring for resources and sought settlements on the east coast of America.  The English 
colony of Jamestown was established in 1607.  Similar colonies developed and expanded 
across the lands.  The American Indians resisted and the conflict between settlers and the 
tribes lasted for almost 300 years.  By 1671, it is estimated there were 50,000 new settlers 
in the colonies.   
 
In their experience, early European explorers recognized that Indians had an occupancy 
status on lands similar to the European concept of landownership.  In Europe, treaties 
settled disagreements over land ownership between countries.  In the process of 
recovering from the revolutionary war, the new U.S. Government had to make peace with 
tribes at least until they recovered from the war.  Each individual state government could 
not do that task if peace were to be effectively obtained.  The process of entering into 
treaties initiated by the President of the United States was established.  For the new US to 
make treaties with the tribes, the tribes needed to be sovereign nations.  (This sovereignty 
exists today.  Tribes in the United States are sovereign nations.  They are on equal footing 
with the Federal Government, and no state may impose laws on Indian Reservations.) 
 
The settlers initiated agreements such as the 1744 Treaty of Lancaster (a treaty between 
the colonies and sovereign tribes), which designated the Appalachian Mountains as the 
boundary between the Natives and settlers to help settle the frontier.   
 
President George Washington recognized that Indians could affect the outcome of the 
American Revolution, and authorized a U.S. Indian treaty in 1778 with the Delaware 
tribe (a treaty between the United States and the Delawares, a sovereign Indian tribe).  
The colonies initiated hundreds of treaties that were largely ignored by settlers as the 
settlers spread out onto Indian land.  The tribes were exposed to the horrible effects of 
European alcohol and European diseases.  Some Indian tribes fought to preserve their 
landholdings; however, U.S. armies defeated these forces.  
 
Forced Removal:  1820–1860 
President Thomas Jefferson was one of the first advocates of a policy to relocate eastern 
Indian tribes across the Mississippi to the Great Plains or designated Indian Country.  In 
1830, the Indian Removal Act eliminated land rights for Indians in the east and mandated 
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their relocation to the west of the Mississippi.  Some tribes reluctantly moved.  Others 
resisted and faced battles.  The “Trail of Tears” refers to the forced removal of 
approximately 60,000 members of several southeastern Indian tribes to what is now 
Oklahoma.14 The Trail of Tears also refers to the forced march of 15,000 Cherokee 
natives to the Oklahoma Indian Country in the winter of 1838-39, during which some 
4,000 died along the way due to exposure, disease, and starvation.15 The west also had its 
share of incidents as California miners and settlers murdered Indians to secure their lands.  
The Indian tribes, who lived off the land and existed primarily by hunting, fishing, and 
gathering, suffered severely when their lands were stolen.   
 
Land and Immigrant Rush: 1860–1900 
After the Civil War, railroad development and the discovery of the expansive natural 
resources, mineral wealth, and huge territories drew millions of land-hungry settlers west 
of the Mississippi.  Gold seekers were finding their livelihoods and were extremely 
resistant to Indian presence.  These new “immigrants” to the west viewed American 
Indians as a barrier to their progress and many wars took place. The U.S. ignored some of 
their treaties and forced some tribes to give up their lands.  Indian tribes found 
themselves in a huge struggle to survive.  The U.S. Army established forts and used force 
to subdue tribes in the Great Plains and the Southwest.   
 
The Dawes General Allotment Act (25 U.S.C. 331), passed in 1887, authorized the U.S. 
government to eliminate the rights of Indians to hold their lands in common as a tribe.  
Tribal lands on reservations were partitioned into sections or private parcels with each 
adult member allotted 80 to 160 acres.  If any land remained after the allotment process, 
it was sold to settlers.  As a result of this act, some 80 million acres of Indian lands were 
transferred to private non-Indian ownership.16 
 
Displaced Natives, the Termination and the Self-determination Eras: 1900–2000 
As a result of the Dawes General Allotment Act, more than 100 reservations were created 
and Indians lost almost 90 million acres of their land.  Over the past century, Native 
lands, which had already been reduced to all lands west of the Appalachian Mountains, 
are now reservations comprising less than 4 percent of the continental U.S.17 Some tribes 
are earning money from their casinos and have bought back some of their land. 
 
The Indian Reorganization Act (IRA) in 1934 (25 U.S.C. § 461-479), ended the forced 
land allotments and increased the power of tribal governments.  This legislation 
encouraged Indians to re-establish their cultural heritage, prohibited new land allotments 
and promoted tribal self-government18 by encouraging tribes to adopt constitutions that 
would be voted on by their membership as government documents and to form federally 
chartered corporations.  Congress and the Department of the Interior needed tribal 
                                                 
14 Source,  National Geographic Poster, What is Indian Country 
15 See generally :  National Historic Trail, The Cherokee Trail of Tears, 
http://www.rosecity.net/tears/trail/tearsnht.html, www.NativeAmericanonline.com,  
16 FS Resource book, Major Statutes of Indian Affairs and Natural Resources 
17 Source:  Native American Reservations, Poster, www.NativeAmericanonline.com ISDN# 1-881933-11-3 
18 The traditional form of Tribal government was replaced by a form the Federal government thought was 
more appropriate.     
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governments19 with whom they could conduct business.  The Indian Reorganization Act 
served this purpose.   
 
The Termination Era policy was issued through House Concurrent Resolution 108, in 
1953.  Under this policy, Indians' status as government wards ended.  Congress 
terminated the independent government status of some tribes. Terminated tribes were 
then subject to state laws and their lands were sold to non-Indians.  Eventually, Congress 
terminated over 100 tribes.  Under this new Indian policy American Indians would 
assume all the responsibilities of full citizenship.20   
 
Congress has since restored Federally Recognized tribal status to most of the tribes 
terminated in the 1950s.  Many of these tribes have been restored with their treaty rights 
intact, but the land base that existed at the time of termination has not been restored. 
 
A major event between the “Termination” and “Self-Determination” eras was the Indian 
Civil Rights Act of 1968 (25 USC §§ 1301-03) § 1301).  This act extended most of the 
protection of the Bill of Rights to individual tribal members.  This action was taken 
because the civil rights protection of the U.S. Constitution itself did not apply to Indian 
tribes. 
 
Congress passed much legislation during the 70s and 80s to support Indian Tribes’ rights.  
Important legislation includes: Indian Self Determination and Education Assistance Act 
of 1975 (Public Law 93-658; 25 USC 450 et seq.), Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (25 
U.S.C.§1901-1963), American Indian Religious Freedoms Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C. 
§1996) and Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-
601). It also passed the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) and the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). 21 
 
In a 1996 lawsuit against the Department of the Interior, Native Americans and Alaska 
Natives have sought a full accounting of all funds from allotted lands being held in 
federal trust.  The struggle is not over.22 

                                                 
19 It is important to note that the Tribes already had a system of governance, however, the Federal 
government wished for a form of government that they felt was more capable.   
20 http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/native_voices/native_voices.cfm 
21 The Rights of Indians and Tribes; Stephen L. Pevar, October 2002 Working Effectively with Alaska 
Natives, NRCS 2004, Working Effectively with American Indians, NRCS 2004. 
22 National Geographic Poster, Indian Country 
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Appendix V 
 

Demographics of American Indians and Alaska Natives 
 
The following material, unless otherwise noted, has been adapted from the FS National 
Resource Book on American Indian and Alaska Native Relations, April 1997, USDA 
Forest Service and The American Indian and Alaska Native Population:  2000, issued 
February 2002, US Census Bureau, Department of Commerce.   
 
American Indian and Alaska Native tribes have a land base of approximately 156,200 
square miles.  Tribal landholdings and their jurisdictional reach over those lands can vary 
widely.  Some federally recognized tribes exist that have no land.  The states containing 
the most Indian Land are Alaska, Arizona, New Mexico, Montana, Oklahoma, and South 
Dakota. The Navajo reservation contains approximately 15 million acres of land in 
Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah.    
 
There are currently 561 federally recognized Tribes including 229 Alaska Native 
Regional and Village Corporations.23  About half of the American Indian and Alaska 
Native population lives on or near reservations or Indian communities, and the other half 
lives in urban areas.  Some reservations are 100 percent tribal trust lands and others are 
entirely owned by individuals. 

• 44 million acres are tribal trust lands 
• 11 million acres are individually owned   

 
This represents an increase of over 4 million acres since 1980, because American Indian 
and Alaska Native landholdings are increasing as lost territories are reacquired.  The 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) (43 USC 1601) resulted in the Alaska 
Natives acquiring another 44 million acres not included in the above figures.  With the 
advent of Indian casinos, some tribes are earning money to buy back former tribal lands.  
Approximately 4.2 percent of the land area in the U.S. belongs to American Indian and 
Alaska Native groups. 
 
Indian Nation Land and Resources   
Historically, American Indians were able to occupy lands until there was an economic or 
political interest, such as the discovery of gold in South Dakota, or the discovery of oil in 
Oklahoma.  As you see in the History and Transition section, most of the 500-year 
history of Indians and the U.S. Government has shown a struggle over land and 
resources, broken treaties, and unfair treatment. 
 
Indian trust lands contain a diversity of resources.  The tribes’ once desolate reservations 
have now become valuable because of minerals, pristine resources, and urban locations.24  

• 44.0 million acres for range and grazing 
• 5.3 million acres for commercial forest 

                                                 
23 BIA, Federal Register listing 
24 Note that these figures do not include the 44 million acres of Alaska Native lands. 
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• 2.5 million acres for crop land 
• 4 percent of U.S. oil and gas reserves 
• 40 percent of U.S. uranium deposits 
• 30 percent of Western coal reserves 
• $2 billion in trust royalty payments 

 
Indian Population, 4.1 million 
 
Of the total U.S. population, 2.5 million people or 0.9 percent reported to be American 
Indian.  An additional 1.6 million people reported to be American Indian and Alaska 
Native in combination with one or more other races. This is 1.5 percent of the total U.S. 
population.  The 2000 Census included additional categories for respondents to self 
identify one or more races, therefore the combination interpretation.  Between the Census 
of April 2000, and July 2002, the Nation’s population increased some 103,000 people 
identified to be American Indian or Alaska Native alone or in combination with other 
races.  During this period, the Indian population increased at a rate of 2.4 percent or 
closely the same increase rate as the U.S population overall. 
 
The ten states with the highest populations of American Indians are:  California, 
Oklahoma, Arizona, Texas, New Mexico, New York, Washington, North Carolina, 
Michigan, and Alaska.  The only other state with a population of more than 100,000 
American Indians is Florida.  These top eleven states combined contain 44 percent of the 
American Indian population.  
 
There are 3.1 million American Indians and Alaska Natives who claim membership in a 
specific tribe.   The four largest groups of American Indians are Cherokee, Navajo, 
Choctaw and Sioux.  Cherokee is largest, with a population of 729,533 who are Cherokee 
alone or in combination with one or more other races or tribes. In addition to these large 
groups, other American Indian tribes with more than 50,000 members are Chippewa, 
Apache, Blackfeet, Iroquois, Pueblo, and Latin American Indians.  Eskimo is the largest 
tribal grouping alone or in combination for Alaska Natives, followed by Tlingit-Haida, 
Alaska Athabascan, and Aleut. 
 
Approximately 538,300 American Indians and Alaska Natives live on reservations or 
other trust lands. Of this number, 175,200 reside on Navajo Nation reservation and trust 
lands, which span portions of Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah. This is the most populous 
reservation.  
 
Almost 66 percent of American Indians and Alaska natives live in metropolitan areas, 
which is the lowest of any race group.  The greatest concentration of urban Indians, about 
60,000, is found in the Los Angeles - Long Beach area of California.   
 
Age Distribution  
According to the 2000 Census, there are 1.4 million American Indian and Alaska Native 
children under 18.  Children comprise almost one-third of this race group.  
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Approximately 292,000 American Indians and Alaska Natives are age 65 and over. This 
age group comprises 7 percent of the American Indian and Alaska Native population. 
 
Education 
Approximately 14 percent of American Indians and Alaska Natives age 25 and over have 
earned at least a bachelor’s degree.  
Approximately 75 percent of American Indians and Alaska Natives age 25 and over, have 
at least a high school diploma. 
Approximately 4 percent of American Indians and Alaska Natives age 25 and over have 
an advanced degree (i.e., master’s, Ph.D., medical, or law).  
 
Homeownership 
The number of American Indian and Alaska native households who own their own home 
is 55 percent of their population.  
 
Language 
Approximately 381,000 people still speak their native North American language. Of 
these languages, Navajo is the most common.  
 
These valuable facts about the Native Americans and Alaska Natives will help to prepare 
volunteers while they develop future partnerships.  Please refer to the stories councils 
have submitted on successful projects with tribal partners. 
 
 
 
 



All programs and services of the RC&D Council’s are offered on a 
non-discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital or family 
status, disability, or political beliefs.  

National Association of RC&D Councils 
444 North Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 345 
Washington, D.C. 20001  
Phone:  202-434-4780 
Fax:   202-434-4783 
E-Mail:  NARCDC@RCDNET.ORG 

The National Association of RC&D Councils would 
like to thank the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service for their assistance in creating this 
publication. 

For more information about this report or how to 
help your local community, please contact: 




