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Fact Sheet
 
HOMELAND SECURITY’S PRE-POSITIONED DISASTER SUPPLIES (PPDS) PROGRAM 

 
THE PRE-POSITIONED DISASTER SUPPLIES (PPDS) PROGRAM WAS DEVELOPED TO POSITION LIFE SAVING AND 

LIFE SUSTAINING DISASTER EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES AS CLOSE TO A POTENTIAL DISASTER SITE AS 

POSSIBLE.  THE GOAL IS TO SUBSTANTIALLY SHORTEN THE RESPONSE TIME FROM INCIDENT TO DELIVERY OF 

THESE INITIAL CRITICAL ASSETS. 
 
HOW IS DETERMINATION MADE AS TO WHAT STATES GET WHAT SUPPLIES? 
THE STRATEGY IS TO PLACE PPDS CONTAINERS IN HURRICANE/TYPHOON-PRONE STATES FIRST, THEN 

EARTHQUAKE-PRONE, THEN HIGHLY POPULOUS METROPOLITAN AREAS. WE CONTINUE TO WORK THROUGH 

OUR REGIONAL OFFICES TO IDENTIFY THE STATES THAT WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE AND ARE CURRENTLY 

FOCUSING ON THE STATES LOCATED ON BOTH THE GULF AND EASTERN COASTS.  PPDS CONTAINERS ARE 

ALSO STOCKPILED AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS WHERE CONTAINERS ARE STAGED AND READY FOR TRANSPORT 

AS THREATS ARISE. 
 
WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR REQUESTING THE PPDS CONTAINERS? 
ONCE A STATE IS IDENTIFIED AND IS WILLING TO PARTICIPATE, THE RESPECTIVE FEMA REGION THEN 

PROCESSES A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA) WITH THE STATE. ONCE THE MOA IS SIGNED BY BOTH 

THE STATE AND FEMA’S RESPONSE DIVISION DIRECTOR, TRANSPORTATION ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE AND 

THE CONTAINER IS DELIVERED TO THE STATE. 
 
 
 
PPDS ASSETS: 
INITIAL RESPONSE RESOURCES (IRR) CONTAINERS: 

250-PERSON CONTAINER (20’) CONTAINS:  GENERATOR (5KW); FOLDING COTS; BLANKETS; PILLOWS; 

PORTABLE TOILET INCLUDING DISPOSABLE BAGS AND PRIVACY TENT; PERSONAL HYGIENE KIT; WASHCLOTHS; 

FIRST AID KIT; CPR MASK; HALOGEN LIGHT SET WITH TRIPOD; 80’ EXTENSION CORD; 100’ EXTENSION CORD; 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER (5 LB); TYVEK COVERALL SUIT (XXL); CYALUME LIGHT STICK; GAS CAN (5 GAL); 
WHEELCHAIR; TOOL KIT (HOME REPAIR); HAND TRUCK. 
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500-PERSON CONTAINER (40’) CONTAINS:  GENERATOR (5KW); FOLDING COTS; BLANKETS; PILLOWS; 

PORTABLE TOILET INCLUDING DISPOSABLE BAGS AND PRIVACY TENT; PERSONAL HYGIENE KIT; WASHCLOTHS; 

FIRST AID KIT; CPR MASK; HALOGEN LIGHT SET WITH TRIPOD; 80’ EXTENSION CORD; 100’ EXTENSION CORD; 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER (5 LB); TYVEK COVERALL SUIT (XXL); CYALUME LIGHT STICK; GAS CAN (5 GAL); 
WHEELCHAIR; TOOL KIT (HOME REPAIR); HAND TRUCK. 
 

IRR HOME RECOVERY KIT (HRK) CONTAINER (20’): 

CONTENTS:  100 ROLLS OF ROOFING TARPS (20’X100’); FURRING STRIPS; AIR COMPRESSOR (5.5 HP); ROOFING 

NAILING KIT AND NAILS; ROOFING AXE; WRECKING BAR; HEEL BAR; GAS CAN (5 GAL); GENERATOR (5KW); 

HALOGEN FLOODLIGHT; HAMMERS; HAND TRUCK (800 LB); HARD HATS; 16’ EXTENSION LADDER; CIRCULAR 

SAW; RECIPROCATING SAW; CARPET/FABRIC SHEARS; 30’ TAPE MEASURE; 5-POCKET APRON; 80’ ELECTRICAL 

CORD; SAFETY EYEWEAR; GLOVES; UTILITY KNIFE AND BLADES; 4 ROLLS OF 600’, ½”, POLYPROPYLENE ROPE. 

 
150-PERSON IRR MOBILE TRAILER (ONE PROTOTYPE):   
CONTENTS:  GENERATOR (5KW); FOLDING COTS; BLANKETS; PILLOWS; PORTABLE TOILET INCLUDING 

DISPOSABLE BAGS AND PRIVACY TENT; PERSONAL HYGIENE KIT; WASHCLOTHS; FIRST AID KIT; CPR MASK; 

HALOGEN LIGHT SET WITH TRIPOD; 80’ EXTENSION CORD; 100’ EXTENSION CORD; FIRE EXTINGUISHER (5 LB); 

TYVEK COVERALL SUIT (XXL); CYALUME LIGHT STICK; GAS CAN (5 GAL); WHEELCHAIR; TOOL KIT (HOME 

REPAIR); HAND TRUCK. 
 
300-PERSON IRR MOBILE TRAILER (ONE PROTOTYPE):   
CONTENTS:  GENERATOR (5KW); FOLDING COTS; BLANKETS; PILLOWS; PORTABLE TOILET INCLUDING 

DISPOSABLE BAGS AND PRIVACY TENT; PERSONAL HYGIENE KIT; WASHCLOTHS; FIRST AID KIT; CPR MASK; 

HALOGEN LIGHT SET WITH TRIPOD; 80’ EXTENSION CORD; 100’ EXTENSION CORD; FIRE EXTINGUISHER (5 LB); 

TYVEK COVERALL SUIT (XXL); CYALUME LIGHT STICK; GAS CAN (5 GAL); WHEELCHAIR; TOOL KIT (HOME 

REPAIR); HAND TRUCK. 
 

SPECIAL EVENT CACHE (53’ TRAILER)  

CONTENTS:  500 FOLDING COTS; 1000 BLANKETS; 340 PERSONAL WASH KITS WITH BOTTLED WATER; 24 

PORTABLE TOILET KITS; 120 PLASTIC TARPS (20’X20’); 500 FLASHLIGHTS WITH BATTERIES. 

 
 
 
PPDS SUPPLIES IN STATES TO DATE: 
 

ALABAMA:  1, 20’ HRK CONTAINER; 1, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER 

 

ALASKA:  1, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER 

 

FLORIDA:  4, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER 



 

 

 

HAWAII:   3, 20’ HRK CONTAINER; 3, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER  

 

LOUISIANA:  1, 20’ HRK CONTAINER; 1, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER 

 

MARYLAND:  1, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA:  1, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER 

 

TEXAS:  1, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER; 1, 150-PERSON IRR MOBILE TRAILER; 1, 300-PERSON IRR 

MOBILE TRAILER 
 

VIRGINIA:  1, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER 

 

WASHINGTON:  1, 40’ (500-PERSON) IRR CONTAINER 

 
 

MOA’S PENDING:  CALIFORNIA, DELAWARE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 
FEMA prepares the nation for all hazards and manages federal response and recovery efforts 
following any national incident. FEMA also initiates mitigation activities, trains first responders, 
works with state and local emergency managers, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program 
and the U.S. Fire Administration.  FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
on March 1, 2003. 
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FEMA manages federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates 
mitigation activities, works with state and local emergency managers, and manages the National Flood 
Insurance Program. FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security on March 1, 2003. 
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