JOURNAL OF

Environmental Health

Dedicated to the advancement of the environmental health professional

Volume 68, No. 8 April 2006

About the Cover:

Research on asthma has traditionally focused
on children, but asthma in adults is a public
health issue of increasing concern. Our cover
highlights the issue: Against a backdrop
swirling with exhaust, it shows the inflamed
airways of an adult asthma sufferer. Studies of
asthma in children have found an association
between urban environments and the preva-
lence of the disease. But this month’ feature
article, “Community Urbanization and Hos-
pitalization of Adults for Asthma,” which
looks at rates of asthma hospitalizations
among adults in six Pennsylvania counties,
reports some unexpected findings: While in
some counties urbanization was associated
with increased rates of hospitalization, in
other counties—those with depressed socio-
economic conditions—hospitalization rates
actually increased as urbanization decreased.

(See story on page 26)
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