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students, or the educational compo-
nents of the community service pro-
gram in which the participants are en-
rolled, and it provides time for the stu-
dents or participants to reflect on the 
service experience. 

(j) Service learning programs. The to-
tality of the service learning programs 
receiving assistance from the Corpora-
tion under subtitle B of the Act, either 
directly or through a grant-making en-
tity; this includes school-based, com-
munity-based, and higher education- 
based service-learning programs. 

(k) State. As used in this part, the 
term State refers to each of the 50 
States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the 
United States Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands. 

(l) State Commission. A bipartisan or 
nonpartisan State entity, approved by 
the Corporation, consisting of 15–25 
members (appointed by the chief execu-
tive officer of the State), that is re-
sponsible for developing a comprehen-
sive national service plan, assembling 
applications for funding and approved 
national service positions, and admin-
istering national and community serv-
ice programs in the State. 

(m) State Educational Agency. The 
same meaning given to such term in 
section 1471(23) of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 2891(23)). 

(n) State entity. A State Commission, 
AAE, or Transitional Entity that has 
been authorized by the Corporation to 
perform the duties of a State Commis-
sion. 

[58 FR 60981, Nov. 18, 1993, as amended at 67 
FR 45362, July 9, 2002; 70 FR 39607, July 8, 
2005] 

§ 2550.30 How does a State decide 
whether to establish a State com-
mission or an alternative adminis-
trative entity? 

(a) Although each State’s chief exec-
utive officer has the authority to select 
an administrative option, the Corpora-
tion strongly encourages States to es-
tablish State Commissions which meet 
the requirements in this part as quick-
ly as possible. The requirements for 
State Commissions were established to 

try to create informed and effective en-
tities. 

(b) The Corporation recognizes that 
some States, for legal or other legiti-
mate reasons, may not be able to meet 
all of the requirements of the State 
Commissions. The AAE is essentially 
the same as a State Commission; how-
ever, it may be exempt from some of 
the State Commission requirements. A 
State that cannot meet one of the 
waivable requirements of the State 
Commission (as explained in § 2550.60), 
and which can demonstrate this to the 
Corporation, should seek to establish 
an AAE. 

(c) Regardless of which entity a State 
employs, each State is required to so-
licit broad-based, local input in an 
open, inclusive, non-political planning 
process. 

[58 FR 60981, Nov. 18, 1993, as amended at 70 
FR 39607, July 8, 2005] 

§ 2550.40 How does a State obtain Cor-
poration authorization and ap-
proval for the entity it has chosen? 

(a) To receive approval of a State 
Commission or AAE, a State must for-
mally establish an entity that meets 
the corresponding composition, mem-
bership, authority, and duty require-
ments of this part. (For the AAE, a 
State must demonstrate why it is im-
possible or unreasonable to estalbish a 
State Commission; an approved AAE, 
however, has the same rights and re-
sponsibilities as a State Commission.) 
Once the entity is established, the 
State must provide written notice—in 
a format to be prescribed by the Cor-
poration—to the chief executive officer 
of the Corporation of the composition, 
membership, and authorities of the 
State Commission or AAE and explain 
how the entity will perform its duties 
and functions. Further, the State must 
agree to, first, request approval from 
the Corporation for any subsequent 
changes in the composition or duties of 
a State Commission or AAE the State 
may wish to make, and, second, to 
comply with any future changes in Cor-
poration requirements with regard to 
the composition or duties of a State 
Commission or AAE. If a State meets 
the applicable requirements, the Cor-
poration will approve the State Com-
mission or AAE. 
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(b) If the Corporation rejects a State 
application for approval of a State 
Commission or AAE because that ap-
plication does not meet one or more of 
the requirements of §§ 2250.50 or 2550.60, 
it will notify the State of the reasons 
for rejection and offer assistance to 
make any necessary changes. The Cor-
poration will reconsider revised appli-
cations within 14 working days of re-
submission. 

[58 FR 60981, Nov. 18, 1993, as amended at 70 
FR 39607, July 8, 2005] 

§ 2550.50 What are the composition re-
quirements and other require-
ments, restrictions or guidelines for 
State Commissions? 

The following provisions apply to 
both State Commissions and AAEs, ex-
cept that AAEs may obtain waivers 
from certain provisions as explained in 
§ 2550.60. 

(a) Size of the State Commission and 
terms of State Commission members. The 
chief executive officer of a State must 
appoint 15–25 voting members to the 
State Commission (in addition to any 
non-voting members he or she may ap-
point). Voting members of a State 
Commission must be appointed to re-
newable three-year terms, except that 
initially a chief executive officer must 
appoint a third of the members to one- 
year terms and another third of the 
members to two-year terms. 

(b) Required voting members on a State 
Commission. A member may represent 
none, one, or more than one category, 
but each of the following categories 
must be represented: 

(1) A representative of a community- 
based agency or organization in the 
State; 

(2) The head of the State education 
agency or his or her designee; 

(3) A representative of local govern-
ment in the State; 

(4) A representative of local labor or-
ganizations in the State; 

(5) A representative of business; 
(6) An individual between the ages of 

16 and 25, inclusive, who is a partici-
pant or supervisor of a service program 
for school-age youth, or of a campus- 
based or national service program; 

(7) A representative of a national 
service program; 

(8) An individual with expertise in 
the educational, training, and develop-
ment needs of youth, particularly dis-
advantaged youth; and 

(9) An individual with experience in 
promoting the involvement of older 
adults (age 55 and older) in service and 
volunteerism. 

(c) Appointment of other voting mem-
bers of a State Commission. Any remain-
ing voting members of a State Com-
mission are appointed at the discretion 
of the chief executive officer of the 
State; however, although this list 
should not be construed as exhaustive, 
the Corporation suggests the following 
types of individuals: 

(1) Educators, including representa-
tives from institutions of higher edu-
cation and local education agencies; 

(2) Experts in the delivery of human, 
educational, environmental, or public 
safety services to communities and 
persons; 

(3) Representatives of Indian tribes; 
(4) Out-of-school or at-risk youth; 

and 
(5) Representatives of programs that 

are administered or receive assistance 
under the Domestic Volunteer Service 
Act of 1973, as amended (DVSA) (42 
U.S.C. 4950 et seq.). 

(d) Appointment of ex officio, non-vot-
ing members of a State Commission. The 
chief executive officer of a State may 
appoint as ex officio, non-voting mem-
bers of the State Commission officers 
or employees of State agencies oper-
ating community service, youth serv-
ice, education, social service, senior 
service, or job training programs. 

(e) Other composition requirements. To 
the extent possible, the chief executive 
officer of a State shall ensure that the 
membership of the State Commission 
is balanced with respect to race, eth-
nicity, age, gender, and disability char-
acteristics. Not more than 50% plus 
one of the members of a State Commis-
sion may be from the same political 
party. In addition, the number of vot-
ing members of a State Commission 
who are officers or employees of the 
State may not exceed 25% of the total 
membership of that State Commission. 
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