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seq.) or other appropriate Federal fi-
nancial assistance programs. 

(2) Coordination with volunteer service 
programs. In general, the State entity 
shall coordinate its functions (includ-
ing recruitment, public awareness, and 
training activities) with such functions 
of any division of ACTION, or the Cor-
poration, that carries out volunteer 
service programs in the State. Specifi-
cally, the State entity may enter into 
an agreement with a division of AC-
TION or the Corporation to carry out 
its functions jointly, to perform its 
functions itself, or to assign responsi-
bility for its functions to ACTION or 
the Corporation. 

(3) In carrying out the activities 
under paragraphs (l) (1) and (2) of this 
section, the parties involved must ex-
change information about the pro-
grams carried out in the State by the 
State entity, a division of ACTION or 
the Corporation, as well as information 
about opportunities to coordinate ac-
tivities. 

[58 FR 60981, Nov. 18, 1993, as amended at 70 
FR 39607, July 8, 2005] 

§ 2550.90 Are there any restrictions on 
the activities of the members of 
State Commissions or Alternative 
Administrative Entities? 

To avoid a conflict of interest (or the 
appearance of a conflict of interest) re-
garding the provision of assistance or 
approved national service positions, 
members of a State Commission or 
AAE must adhere to the following pro-
visions: 

(a) General restriction. Members of 
State Commissions and AAEs are re-
stricted in several ways from the grant 
approval and administration process 
for any grant application submitted by 
an organization for which they are cur-
rently, or were within one year of the 
submission of the application, officers, 
directors, trustees, full-time volun-
teers or employees. The restrictions for 
such individuals are as follows: 

(1) They cannot assist the applying 
organization in preparing the grant ap-
plication; 

(2) They must recuse themselves 
from the discussions or decisions re-
garding the grant application and any 
other grant applications submitted to 
the Commission or AAE under the 

same program (e.g., subtitle B pro-
grams or subtitle C programs); and 

(3) They cannot participate in the 
oversight, evaluation, continuation, 
suspension or termination of the grant 
award. 

(b) Exception to achieve a quorum. If 
this general restriction creates a situa-
tion in which a Commission or AAE 
does not have enough eligible voting 
members to achieve a quorum, the 
Commission or AAE may involve some 
normally-excluded members subject to 
the following conditions: 

(1) A Commission or AAE may ran-
domly and in a non-discretionary man-
ner select the number of refused mem-
bers necessary to achieve a quorum; 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(1) 
of this section, no Commission or AAE 
member may, under any cir-
cumstances, participate in any discus-
sions or decisions regarding a grant ap-
plication submitted by an organization 
with which he or she is or was affili-
ated according to the definitions in 
paragraph (a) of this section; and 

(3) If recused members are included 
so as to achieve quorum, the State 
Commission or AAE must document 
the event and report to the Corpora-
tion within 30 days of the vote. 

(c) Rule of construction. Paragraph (a) 
of this section shall not be construed 
to limit the authority of any voting 
member of the State Commission or 
AAE to participate in— 

(1) Discussion of, and hearings and fo-
rums on, the general duties, policies 
and operations of the Commission or 
AAE, or general program administra-
tion; or 

(2) Similar general matters relating 
to the Commission or AAE. 

§ 2550.100 Do State entities or their 
members incur any risk of liability? 

(a) State liability. Except as provided 
in paragraph (b) of this section, a State 
must agree to assume liability with re-
spect to any claim arising out of or re-
sulting from any act or omission by a 
member of the State Commission or 
AAE, within the scope of the service of 
that member. 

(b) Individual liability. A member of 
the State Commission or AAE shall 
have no personal liability with respect 
to any claim arising out of or resulting 
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1 See OMB Circulars A–102 and A–122. Cop-
ies of the circulars may be obtained from the 
Office of Administration, EOP Publications, 
725 17th Street, NW., Room 2200, New EOB, 
Washington, DC 20503. 

from any act or omission by that mem-
ber, within the scope of the service of 
that member. This does not, however, 
limit personal liability for criminal 
acts or omissions, willful or malicious 
misconduct, acts or omissions for pri-
vate gain, or any other act or omission 
outside the scope of the service of that 
member. Similarly, this part does not 
limit or alter in any way any other im-
munities that are available under ap-
plicable law for State officials and em-
ployees not described in this section; 
nor does this part affect any other 
right or remedy against the State or 
any person other than a member of a 
State Commission or AAE. 

§ 2550.110 What money will be avail-
able from the Corporation to assist 
in establishing and operating a 
State Commission, Alternative Ad-
ministrative Entity, or Transitional 
Entity? 

(a) Range of grants. The Corporation 
may make administrative grants to 
States of between $125,000 and $750,000 
(inclusive) for the purpose of estab-
lishing or operating a State Commis-
sion or AAE; these grants will be avail-
able to States which have Corporation- 
approved Transitional Entities only if 
those States commit to establishing a 
Corporation-approved State Commis-
sion or AAE prior to the expiration of 
the transitional period. 

(b) Limitation on Federal share. 
Notywithstanding the amounts speci-
fied in this section, the amount of a 
grant that may be provided to a State 
under this subsection, together with 
other Federal funds available to estab-
lish or operate the State Commission 
or AAE, may not exceed 85 percent of 
the total cost to establish or operate 
the State Commission or AAE for the 
first year for which the State Commis-
sion or AAE receives an administrative 
grant under this section. 1 In subse-
quent years, the Corporation will es-
tablish larger matching requirements 
for States so that by the fifth and sub-

sequent years of assistance, the Fed-
eral share does not exceed 50 percent. 

PART 2551—SENIOR COMPANION 
PROGRAM 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
2551.11 What is the Senior Companion Pro-

gram? 
2551.12 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Eligibility and Responsibilities of 
a Sponsor 

2551.21 Who is eligible to serve as a sponsor? 
2551.22 What are the responsibilities of a 

sponsor? 
2551.23 What are a sponsor’s program re-

sponsibilities? 
2551.24 What are a sponsor’s responsibilities 

for securing community participation? 
2551.25 What are a sponsor’s administrative 

responsibilities? 
2551.26 May a sponsor administer more than 

one program grant from the Corporation? 
2551.27 What two search components of the 

National Service Criminal History Check 
must I satisfy to determine an individ-
ual’s suitability to serve in a covered po-
sition? 

2551.28 When must I conduct a State crimi-
nal registry check and a NSOPR check 
on an individual in a covered position? 

2551.29 What procedures must I follow in 
conducting a National Service Criminal 
History Check? 

2551.30 What documentation must I main-
tain regarding a National Service Crimi-
nal History Check? 

2551.31 Under what circumstances may I fol-
low alternative procedures in conducting 
a State criminal registry check? (eff. 11- 
23-07) 

2551.32 Is an individual who refuses to con-
sent to a State criminal registry check, 
or who makes a false statement in con-
nection with a grantee’s inquiry con-
cerning the individual’s criminal history, 
eligible to serve in a covered position? 

Subpart C—Suspension and Termination of 
Corporation Assistance 

2551.31 What are the rules on suspension, 
termination, and denial of refunding of 
grants? (eff. until 11-22-07) 

Subpart D—Senior Companion Eligibility, 
Status, and Cost Reimbursements 

2551.41 Who is eligible to be a Senior Com-
panion? 
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