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Vi si on St at enent

Fort Pul aski, built starting in 1829, ranks as one of the best preserved "Third Systent
coastal forts in the United States. The Battle for Fort Pulaski, April 10-11, 1862, was
the first battle in history to feature rifled artillery on a large scale. Union forces

used rifled cannons to breach the fort's walls froma mile away, a stunning achi evenent
whi ch denonstrated the inproved range and accuracy of these new weapons. The results of
the battle were wi despread. The age of snpbothbore artillery and the heavy dependence on
coastal forts would now rapidly cone to an end.

Conpl enenting Fort Pul aski National Monument's rich military history is an abundance of
nat ural beauty and sweeping vistas. The park includes nmore than 5,000 acres of nearly
pristine salt marsh, shorelines and nature trails. MQueen's |sland constitutes one of
the | argest federally protected salt marsh environnents in the U S. Several rare and
endangered species are also located within the park

The Centennial vision of Fort Pul aski National Monunment is to inprove access to and

i ncrease public awareness of the park's remarkabl e natural resources. Specifically, the
park proposes to significantly restore and inprove the scenic six-mle-long Rails-To-
Trails on McQueen's Island. Follow ng the shores of the Savannah River, the abandoned
railroad grade of the Rails-To-Trails offers a rich conbination of historic and natura
sigfi cance. Wth the Chatham County CGovernment of CGeorgia's commitnent to fund 50% of
the project's costs, we are assured of preserving a trail appreciated by many.

The future of the hiker/biker trail will also expand to include Battery Park | ocated on
t he adj acent island, Tybee Island. The two-nile extension of the trail will follow the
corridor of the original Savannah & Atlantic Railroad onto Tybee I|sland, allow ng
visitors to access a reconstructed gun battery position (currently being devel oped).
Visitors will enjoy a beautiful view of Fort Pulaski and the Cockspur |sland Lighthouse
whi | e | earni ng about the bonmbardnent of the fort during the Battle for Fort Pul aski

Supporters of Fort Pul aski National Mnunment include Chat ham County CGovernnent of
Ceorgia, the Friends of Fort Pulaski and the U S. Army Corps of Engineers. W are
confident that the list of supporters and donors will quickly grow for a popul ar

proj ect such as this. Together, we can neet our Centennial Challenge with confidence
and pride.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Charlie Fenwick




Site:

FOPU STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The Rails-To-Trails overl ooks the Cockspur |sland Lighthouse, one of only
five surviving |lighthouse in CGeorgia. Built in 1856, the beacon energed
unscathed fromthe fierce artillery battle in 1862, and proudly marks the
entrance of the Savannah River. Erosion and the presence of shipwornms on the
wooden foundati ons herald the eventual destruction of the |ighthouse and the
Nati onal Park Service plans to halt its downfall. By constructing a revetnent
conposed of sand and grass cover around the base of the |ighthouse, erosion
will be elinmnated and the fragile wood foundations will be protected from
further shipworm attacks.

Most i mportantly, replacement of the revetnent will provide a safe and
accessi bl e wal king area for the visiting public and enpl oyees. The isol ated

| i ght house on the subnerged islet has engaged numerous boating visitors and a
repl eni shed revetnment will enable safe landings for all who wish to visit the
hi storic |ighthouse.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

FOPU RECREATI ON

Encour age col | aboration anong and assist park and recreation systens at every
| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Anericans.

Rehabilitate over 2,000 mles of trails within or connected to nationa
parks, including trails accessible to those with disabilities.

Fort Pul aski National Monunent plans to restore the Rails-To-Trails system

| ocated on McQueen's Island near Savannah, CGeorgia. The old Savannah &
Atlantic Railroad was an excursion line built in 1887 that linked the city of
Savannah with the bustling beach resort of Tybee Island seventeen mles away.
Wth the hel p of Chatham County, our park would Iike to not only restore the
rail systembut also extend the current trail to entice visitors to Battery
Par k.

Repairs to the abandoned railroad grade along with nunmerous interpretive
signs will help visitors better appreciate and understand the significance of
this unique area. Insufficient protection fromwave action in the Savannah

Ri ver and fromspring tides has severely undermned the trail in sone
sections. Repairs will need to be made in these sections, and a | ong-term
solution to erosion put in place.

The park wel cones nore than 350,000 visitors a year, nany of whomuse this
trail during their visit. Rehabilitation of the trail will allow us to expand
our visitation by offering easy and safe access to the entire | ength of our
nost popular trail while providing instructional exhibits on wildlife and
habi t at .

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

FOPU EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Fort Pul aski National Monunent is a well preserved national historic site
surrounded by a large netropolitan school district (Chatham County, GCeorgia).
School - sponsored field trips to Fort Pulaski that originate in Chat ham County
have sl owy declined over the years. The park proposes to devel op a teacher-

| ed, curriculumbased set of activities that will pronote school visits to

t he park.

To achieve this goal, the park proposes to host teacher workshops for one
week in the sumrer in order to develop activities that will be hel pful and
user-friendly for teachers bringing their students to the park. The park al so
proposes to serve as a qualified training site for a four-hour annual in-
service training each fall for Chatham County teachers. Teachers will be
encouraged to devel op | esson plans which related directly to the interpretive
t hemes of the park and to the Georgia Performance Standards, the state-
mandat ed teachi ng guidelines for all Georgia public schools. Fort Pul aski's
education initiative should inprove both the quantity and quality of visitor
sati sfaction, understandi ng and appreciation of the Mnunent.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



