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(4) The vessel does not receive 
codends containing fish. 

(5) The vessel’s operations are con-
sistent with applicable state and Fed-
eral law, including those governing dis-
posal of fish waste at sea. 

[69 FR 42353, July 15, 2004, as amended at 69 
FR 57882, Sept. 28, 2004; 69 FR 77033, Dec. 23, 
2004; 70 FR 13119, Mar. 18, 2005; 70 FR 22812, 
May 3, 2005; 70 FR 58071, Oct. 5, 2005; 71 FR 
29262, May 22, 2006; 71 FR 37844, July 3, 2006] 

§ 660.380 Groundfish harvest specifica-
tions. 

Fishery specifications include ABCs, 
the designation of OYs (which may be 
represented by harvest guidelines 
(HGs) or quotas for species that need 
individual management,) and the allo-
cation of commercial OYs between the 
open access and limited entry segments 
of the fishery. These specifications in-
clude fish caught in state ocean waters 
(0–3 nm offshore) as well as fish caught 
in the EEZ (3–200 nm offshore). Speci-
fications and management measures 
are provided as Tables 1a and 1b, and 2a 
and 2b of this subpart. 

[69 FR 77033, Dec. 23, 2004] 

§ 660.381 Limited entry trawl fishery 
management measures. 

(a) General. Limited entry trawl ves-
sels include those vessels registered to 
a limited entry permit with a trawl en-
dorsement. Most species taken in lim-
ited entry trawl fisheries will be man-
aged with cumulative trip limits (see 
trip limits in Tables 3 (North) and 3 
(South) of this subpart), size limits (see 
§ 660.370 (h)(5)), seasons (see Pacific 
whiting at § 660.373), gear restrictions 
(see paragraph (b) of this section) and 
closed areas (see paragraph (d) of this 
section and §§ 660.390 through 660.394). 
The trawl fishery has gear require-
ments and trip limits that differ by the 
type of trawl gear on board and the 
area fished. Federal commercial 
groundfish regulations are not in-
tended to supersede any more restric-
tive state commercial groundfish regu-
lations relating to federally-managed 
groundfish. Cowcod retention is prohib-
ited in all fisheries and groundfish ves-
sels operating south of Point Concep-
tion must adhere to CCA restrictions 
(see paragraph (d)(1) of this section and 
§ 660.390). The trip limits in Table 3 

(North) and Table 3 (South) of this sub-
part apply to vessels participating in 
the limited entry groundfish trawl fish-
ery and may not be exceeded. Federal 
commercial groundfish regulations are 
not intended to supersede any more re-
strictive state commercial groundfish 
regulations relating to federally-man-
aged groundfish. 

(b) Trawl gear requirements and restric-
tions. Trawl nets may be fished with or 
without otter boards, and may use 
warps or cables to herd fish. 

(1) Codends. Only single-walled 
codends may be used in any trawl. Dou-
ble-walled codends are prohibited. 

(2) Mesh size. Groundfish trawl gear 
must meet the minimum mesh size re-
quirements in this paragraph. Mesh 
size requirements apply throughout the 
net. Minimum trawl mesh sizes are: 
bottom trawl, 4.5 inches (11.4 cm); 
midwater trawl, 3.0 inches (7.6 cm). 
Minimum trawl mesh size require-
ments are met if a 20–gauge stainless 
steel wedge, less one thickness of the 
metal wedge, can be passed with only 
thumb pressure through at least 16 of 
20 sets of two meshes each of wet mesh. 

(3) Chafing gear. Chafing gear may en-
circle no more than 50 percent of the 
net’s circumference. No section of chaf-
ing gear may be longer than 50 meshes 
of the net to which it is attached. Chaf-
ing gear may be used only on the last 
50 meshes of a small footrope trawl, 
measured from the terminal (closed) 
end of the codend. Except at the cor-
ners, the terminal end of each section 
of chafing gear on all trawl gear must 
not be connected to the net. (The ter-
minal end is the end farthest from the 
mouth of the net.) Chafing gear must 
be attached outside any riblines and re-
straining straps. There is no limit on 
the number of sections of chafing gear 
on a net. 

(4) Large footrope trawl gear. Large 
footrope gear is bottom trawl gear with 
a footrope diameter larger than 8 
inches (20 cm) (including rollers, bob-
bins or other material encircling or 
tied along the length of the footrope). 

(5) Small footrope trawl gear. Small 
footrope gear is bottom trawl gear with 
a footrope diameter of 8 inches (20 cm) 
or smaller (including rollers, bobbins 
or other material encircling or tied 
along the length of the footrope). Other 
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lines or ropes that run parallel to the 
footrope may not be augmented with 
material encircling or tied along their 
length such that they have a diameter 
larger than 8 inches (20 cm). For en-
forcement purposes, the footrope will 
be measured in a straight line from the 
outside edge to the opposite outside 
edge at the widest part on any indi-
vidual part, including any individual 
disk, roller, bobbin, or any other de-
vice. 

(i) Selective flatfish trawl gear is a 
type of small footrope trawl gear. The 
selective flatfish trawl net must be a 
two-seamed net with no more than two 
riblines, excluding the codend. The 
breastline may not be longer than 3 ft 
(0.92 m) in length. There may be no 
floats along the center third of the 
headrope or attached to the top panel 
except on the riblines. The footrope 
must be less than 105 ft (32.26 m) in 
length. The headrope must be not less 
than 30 percent longer than the 
footrope. An explanatory diagram of a 
selective flatfish trawl net is provided 
as Figure 1 of part 660, subpart G. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(6) Midwater (or pelagic) trawl gear. 

Midwater trawl gear must have unpro-
tected footropes at the trawl mouth, 
and must not have rollers, bobbins, 
tires, wheels, rubber discs, or any simi-
lar device anywhere on any part of the 
net. The footrope of midwater gear 
may not be enlarged by encircling it 
with chains or by any other means. 
Ropes or lines running parallel to the 
footrope of midwater trawl gear must 
be bare and may not be suspended with 
chains or any other materials. Sweep 
lines, including the bottom leg of the 
bridle, must be bare. For at least 20 ft 
(6.15 m) immediately behind the 
footrope or headrope, bare ropes or 
mesh of 16–inch (40.6–cm) minimum 
mesh size must completely encircle the 
net. A band of mesh (a ‘‘skirt’’) may 
encircle the net under transfer cables, 
lifting or splitting straps (chokers), but 
must be: over riblines and restraining 
straps; the same mesh size and coincide 
knot-to-knot with the net to which it 
is attached; and no wider than 16 
meshes. 

(c) Cumulative trip limits and prohibi-
tions by limited entry trawl gear type. 
Management measures may vary de-

pending on the type of trawl gear (i.e., 
large footrope, small footrope, selec-
tive flatfish, or midwater trawl gear) 
used and/or on board a vessel during a 
fishing trip and the area fished. Trawl 
nets may be used on and off the seabed. 
For some species or species groups, 
Table 3 (North) and Table 3 (South) 
provide cumulative and/or trip limits 
that are specific to different types of 
trawl gear: large footrope, small 
footrope (including selective flatfish), 
selective flatfish, and midwater. If 
Table 3 (North) and Table 3 (South) 
provide gear specific limits for a par-
ticular species or species group, it is 
unlawful to take and retain, possess or 
land that species or species group with 
limited entry trawl gears other than 
those listed. 

(1) Large footrope trawl gear. It is un-
lawful for any vessel using large 
footrope gear to fish for groundfish 
shoreward of the RCAs defined at para-
graph (d) of this section and at 
§§ 660.390 through 660.394. The use of 
large footrope gear is permitted sea-
ward of the RCAs coastwide. 

(2) Small footrope trawl gear. North of 
40°10′ N. lat., it is unlawful for any ves-
sel using small footrope gear (except 
selective flatfish gear) to fish for 
groundfish or have small footrope 
trawl gear (except selective flatfish 
gear) onboard while fishing shoreward 
of the RCA defined at paragraph (d) of 
this section and at §§ 660.390 through 
660.394. South of 40°10′ N. lat., small 
footrope gear is required shoreward of 
the RCA. Small footrope gear is per-
mitted seaward of the RCA coastwide. 

(i) North of 40°10′ N. lat., selective 
flatfish gear is required shoreward of 
the RCA defined at paragraph (d) of 
this section and at §§ 660.390 through 
660.394. South of 40°10′ N. lat., selective 
flatfish gear is permitted, but not re-
quired, shoreward of the RCA. The use 
of selective flatfish trawl gear is per-
mitted seaward of the RCA coastwide. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(3) Midwater trawl gear. North of 40°10′ 

N. lat., midwater trawl gear is per-
mitted only for vessels participating in 
the primary Pacific whiting fishery 
(for details on the Pacific whiting fish-
ery see § 660.373). South of 40°10′ N. lat., 
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the use of midwater trawl gear is pro-
hibited shoreward of the RCA and per-
mitted seaward of the RCA. 

(4) More than one type of trawl gear on 
board. The cumulative trip limits in 
Table 3 (North) or Table 3 (South) of 
this subpart must not be exceeded. A 
vessel that is trawling within a 
Groundfish Conservation Area (GCA) 
with trawl gear authorized for use 
within a GCA may not have any other 
type of trawl gear on board. 

(i) North of 40°10′ N. lat., a vessel may 
have more than one type of limited 
entry trawl gear on board, either si-
multaneously or successively, during a 
cumulative limit period. If a vessel 
fishes exclusively with selective flat-
fish trawl gear during an entire cumu-
lative limit period, then the vessel is 
subject to the selective flatfish trawl 
gear cumulative limits during that 
limit period, regardless of whether the 
vessel is fishing shoreward or seaward 
of the RCA. If a vessel fishes exclu-
sively with large or small footrope 
trawl gear during an entire cumulative 
limit period, the vessel is subject to 
the small or large footrope trawl gear 
cumulative limits and that vessel must 
fish seaward of the RCA during that 
limit period. If more than one type of 
bottom trawl gear (selective flatfish, 
large footrope, or small footrope) is on 
board, either simultaneously or succes-
sively, at any time during a cumu-
lative limit period, then the most re-
strictive cumulative limit associated 
with the bottom trawl gears on board 
during that cumulative limit period 
applies for the entire cumulative limit 
period, regardless of whether the vessel 
is fishing shoreward or seaward of the 
RCA. Midwater trawl gear is allowed 
only for vessels participating in the 
primary whiting season. On non-whit-
ing trips (defined as any fishing trip 
that takes, retains, possess, or lands 
less than 10,000 lb (4,536 kg) of whiting), 
vessels with both large footrope and 
midwater trawl gear on board during a 
trip are subject to the large footrope 
limits while fishing with large footrope 
gear seaward of the RCA. 

(ii) South of 40°10′ N. lat., a vessel 
may have more than one type of lim-
ited entry trawl gear on board, but the 
most restrictive trip limit associated 
with the gear on board applies for that 

trip and will count toward the cumu-
lative limit for that gear. If a vessel 
has small footrope trawl gear on board, 
then it may not have any other trawl 
gear on board. For vessels using more 
than one type of trawl gear during a 
cumulative limit period, limits are ad-
ditive up to the largest limit for the 
type of gear used during that period. 
(Example: If a vessel harvests 300 lb 
(136 kg) of chilipepper rockfish with 
small footrope gear, it may harvest up 
to 11,700 lb (5,209 kg) of chilipepper 
rockfish with large footrope gear dur-
ing July and August.) If a vessel fishes 
north of 40°10′ N. lat. with either selec-
tive flatfish or small footrope gear on-
board the vessel at any time during the 
cumulative limit period, the most re-
strictive trip limit associated with the 
gear on board applies for that trip and 
will count toward the cumulative trip 
limit for that gear. 

(d) Trawl Groundfish Conservation 
Areas (GCAs). A Groundfish Conserva-
tion Area (GCA), a type of closed area, 
is a geographic area defined by coordi-
nates expressed in degrees of latitude 
and longitude. The following GCAs 
apply to vessels participating in the 
limited entry trawl fishery. 

(1) Cowcod Conservation Areas (CCAs). 
Vessels using limited entry trawl gear 
are prohibited from fishing within the 
CCAs. See § 660.390 for the coordinates 
that define the CCAs. Limited entry 
trawl vessels may transit through the 
Western CCA with their gear stowed 
and groundfish on board only in a cor-
ridor through the Western CCA bound-
ed on the north by the latitude line at 
33°00.50′ N. lat., and bounded on the 
south by the latitude line at 32°59.50′ N. 
lat. It is unlawful to take and retain, 
possess, or land groundfish within the 
CCAs, except as authorized in this 
paragraph, when those waters are open 
to fishing. 

(2) Farallon Islands. Under California 
law, commercial fishing for all ground-
fish is prohibited between the shoreline 
and the 10 fm (18 m) depth contour 
around the Farallon Islands. (See 
§ 660.390) 

(3) Cordell Banks. Commercial fishing 
for groundfish is prohibited in waters 
less than 100 fm (183 m) around Cordell 
Banks as defined by specific latitude 
and longitude coordinates at § 660.390. 
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[Note: California state regulations also 
prohibit fishing for all greenlings of 
the genus Hexagrammos, California 
sheephead and ocean whitefish in this 
area.] 

(4) Trawl rockfish conservation areas. 
The trawl RCAs are closed areas, de-
fined by specific latitude and longitude 
coordinates designed to approximate 
specific depth contours, where fishing 
with limited entry trawl gear is prohib-
ited. 

(i) Coastwide, it is unlawful to take 
and retain, possess, or land any species 
of fish taken with trawl gear within 
the trawl RCA, except as permitted for 
vessels participating in the primary 
whiting season. Throughout the year, 
boundaries for the trawl RCA are pro-
vided in Table 3 (North) and Table 3 
(South) of this subpart, and may be 
modified by NMFS inseason pursuant 
to § 660.370(c). Trawl RCA boundaries 
are defined by specific latitude and lon-
gitude coordinates which are provided 
at §§ 660.390 through 660.394. 

(ii) Trawl vessels may transit 
through the trawl RCA, with or with-
out groundfish on board, provided all 
groundfish trawl gear is stowed either: 
below deck; or if the gear cannot read-
ily be moved, in a secured and covered 
manner, detached from all towing 
lines, so that it is rendered unusable 
for fishing; or remaining on deck un-
covered if the trawl doors are hung 
from their stanchions and the net is 
disconnected from the doors. These re-
strictions do not apply to vessels fish-
ing with mid-water trawl gear for Pa-
cific whiting or taking and retaining 
yellowtail rockfish or widow rockfish 
in association with Pacific whiting 
caught with mid-water trawl gear or to 
taking and retaining yellowtail or 
widow rockfish with mid-water trawl 
gear when trip limits are authorized 
for those species. 

(iii) If a vessel fishes in the trawl 
RCA, it may not participate in any 
fishing on that trip that is prohibited 
by the restrictions that apply within 
the trawl RCA. [For example, if a ves-
sel participates in the pink shrimp 
fishery within the RCA, the vessel can-
not on the same trip participate in the 
DTS fishery seaward of the RCA.] 
Nothing in these Federal regulations 
supercede any state regulations that 

may prohibit trawling shoreward of the 
3–nm state waters boundary line. 

[69 FR 77033, Dec. 23, 2004, as amended at 70 
FR 16149, Mar. 30, 2005; 70 FR 23045, May 4, 
2005] 

§ 660.382 Limited entry fixed gear fish-
ery management measures. 

(a) General. Most species taken in 
limited entry fixed gear (longline and 
pot/trap) fisheries will be managed 
with cumulative trip limits (see trip 
limits in Tables 4 (North) and 4 (South) 
of this subpart), size limits (see 
§ 660.370(h)(5)), seasons (see trip limits 
in Tables 4 (North) and 4 (South) of 
this subpart and primary sablefish sea-
son details in § 660.372(b)), gear restric-
tions (see paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion), and closed areas (see paragraph 
(c) of this section and §§ 660.390 through 
660.394). Cowcod retention is prohibited 
in all fisheries and groundfish vessels 
operating south of Point Conception 
must adhere to CCA restrictions (see 
paragraph (c)(2) of this section and 
§ 660.390). Yelloweye rockfish and ca-
nary rockfish retention is prohibited in 
the limited entry fixed gear fisheries. 
Regulations governing and tier limits 
for the limited entry, fixed gear pri-
mary sablefish season north of 36° N. 
lat. are found in § 660.372. Vessels not 
participating in the primary sablefish 
season are subject to daily or weekly 
sablefish limits in addition to cumu-
lative limits for each cumulative limit 
period. Only one sablefish landing per 
week may be made in excess of the 
daily trip limit and, if the vessel choos-
es to make a landing in excess of that 
daily trip limit, then that is the only 
sablefish landing permitted for that 
week. The trip limit for black rockfish 
caught with hook-and-line gear also 
applies, see § 660.371. The trip limits in 
Table 4 (North) and Table 4 (South) of 
this subpart apply to vessels partici-
pating in the limited entry groundfish 
fixed gear fishery and may not be ex-
ceeded. Federal commercial groundfish 
regulations are not intended to super-
sede any more restrictive state com-
mercial groundfish regulations relating 
to federally-managed groundfish. 

(b) Gear Restrictions—(1) General. The 
following types of fishing gear are au-
thorized in the limited entry fixed gear 
fishery, with the restrictions set forth 
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