@ongress of the Tinited States
Washington, BE 20515

October &, 2003

The Honorable Ralph Regula The Honorable David Obey
Chairman Ranking Member

Labor, Health and Human Services, Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education Appropriations and Education Appropriations
Subcommittee Subcommittee

2358 RHOB 2314 RHOB

Washington, D.C. 20515 ' Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Regula and Congressman Obey:

As you consider the conference report for the fiscal year 2004 Labor-HHS-Education
Appropriations bill, we the members of the Congressional Labor and Working Families Caucus,
encourage you to adopt the Senate language addressing proposed changes by the Department of
Labor (DoL) to overtime rules. It is our belief that these proposed changes jeopardize the fair and
equitable treatment guaranteed to millions of American workers and their families by the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938.

As you know, Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) offered an amendment in the Senate, which was |
adopted by a vote of 54-45, which would prohibit the use of any funds from this spending ‘
measure to promulgate or implement any regulation that would exclude millions of Americans

from overtime compensation. Senator’s Harkin’s amendment will protect the overtime pay of

millions of American workers while permitting the DoL to update overtime regulations to raise

the salary threshold from $8,000 to $22,100 a year to qualify for overtime pay. |

Additionally, the House of Representatives recently passed by a vote of 221-203, a motion to
instruct House Conferees on the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Bill. This Motion
instructs conferees to accept Senate-passed language to block the DoL’s proposed rule changes
denying overtime pay to millions of American workers.

It is estimated that the majority of occupations to be affected by DoL’s proposed changes would
be those on the front line protecting our nation from terrorism—our first responders and
healthcare workers. It is our understanding that under these proposed regulations, over 5 million
American workers will lose their access to overtime pay. If the Senate language is not included
as part of this appropriations bill, workers will lose overtime protection and essentially be forced
to work longer hours for less pay.

We urge your support for the preservation and extension of overtime protection. With the
adoption of the Senate language, we would be renewing our commitment to working Americans.
Ve appreciate your attention to this important matter.

il £2s 255
ien F. Lypgh Michael H. Michaud Linda T. Sanchez
Iber of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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