Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
Minimum age for admission to work: 15%7
Age to which education is compul sory: 14372
Free public education: No*"
Sam oa Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 100%6%¢7
Net primary enrollment rate in 2004 90%%°7
Percent of children 5-14 attending school: Unavailable
As of 2000 percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade five: 9494%7
Ratified Convention 138: No**”’
Ratified Convention 182: No*"
ILO-IPEC participating country: No*"

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

Children are frequently found working as street vendors in Apia, Samoa’s capital.*** Children
in rural areas work on village farms, and those who do not work willingly may be compelled to
do so by village chiefs (matai).>*®" Children also work as domestics in private homes, and may
perform tasks that are potentially injurious or not suited to their physical capacities.®**

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age of employment at 15, except for safe and light work suited to the
capacity of the child, as determined by the Commissioner of Labor. Children under 15 may not
work on dangerous machinery, in any occupation or place under working conditions likely to be
harmful to their physical or moral health, or on any vessel not under the personal charge of his or
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her parent or guardian.®*®** Since Samoan labor laws cover only employees with afixed place of
employment, the government has not determined whether street vending and other outdoor work
by childrenisillegal.**®* Violations of child labor laws are punishable by fines.**®** The
minimum age for work is inconsistent with the age to which schooling is compulsory (14 years).
Thisinconsistency may result in children dropping out of school to work.

Samoan law prohibits forced or compulsory labor, but this provision does not cover work or
service required by Samoan custom.*®*  The crime of conspiring to induce a female of any age
into sexual relations with any male is punishable by up to 5 years of imprisonment.**®” Soliciting
or procuring afemale of any age for prostitution as well as benefiting from the earnings thereof
are crimes punishable by 3 years of imprisonment.**®® Abduction of any child under 16, or
taking away or detaining awoman or girl with intent to cause her to have sexual relations with
anyone, is punishable by up to 7 years of imprisonment.**® Kidnapping any person with the
intent to transport the individual out of the country or hold the individual for serviceis acrime
punishable by up to 10 years of imprisonment.**%

The Ministry of Labor refers complaints of illegal child labor to the Attorney General for
enforcement. No cases of child labor were prosecuted during 2006, the most recent year for
which such information is available.***

Current Government Effortsto Eliminate the Wor st For ms of Child Labor

Research has not identified any policies or programs by the Government of Samoato address
exploitive child labor.
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